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Six years have elapsed since tins work lirst appeared, 
and very consideiable changes have in that time taken 
placb on both sides the Atlantic. 

‘Nevertheless, while re-perusing its pages in order to 
prepare a new edition lor the press, I have found but 
few points on which J have learned to alter rny opi- 
nions, and fewer still in which subsequent information 
has led me to believe that I have misstated facts. When- 
ever any thing ol either kind has struck me, 1 have ac- 
knowledged it freely in the notes subjoined. 

There is, in truth, but one point on which, if the hook 
were still to he written, F should he likely to make it 
greatly different from what it is at present. Had I again 
to travel through the Union with a view to giving an 
account of what I saw, 1 should Certainly devote a much 
larger portion of my attention to the great national fea- 
ture — negro slavery. 

The tremendous exposition of the increasing horrors 
of this fearful enormity produced* by our legislative 
exertions during 183.5 and 1836 for its total abolition 
throughout all British Colonies, has not only aroused 
anew every Christian and every human feeling against it, 
but has shown with terrible clearness, that not all we can 
do, not all the sacrifices we can make, wall avail to re- 
lieve our dark-skinned fellow-creatures from the hideous 
barbarities inflicted on them, so long as other countries, 
and the wide-spreading southern States of the Union in 
particular, shall continue to legalise this horrible atrocity. 
Not surely with any hope that the most flagrant exposure 
could affect the minds of people so besotted by their 
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avarice as to be insensible to the sure appioacn oi Uie 
vengeance which all others so plainly see approaching 
them, — not surcl\ with the slightest hope of' this kirn 1 
would any observations on the subject booflered, but all 
truth on a theme so tremendously nnpoitant should be 
uttered by every voice that can hope ^o make itself 
heard. 

On other, and less nnpoitant points, 1 have hud the 
pleasure oi receiving acknowledgments from many who 
at first raised their \oices to conti adict nr, that my 
statements were essentially correct, and that ui many 
cases they have been useful ; nor have American voices 
been wanting to confirm this judgment. Were it not, 
indeed, fot the later, and much deeper offence, part /all // 
given b\ Jonathan Jefferson Wlntlaw. i should have no 
fear of meeting any thing but a fi'endlv reception from 
tin educated classes wane 1 to revisit Amciica. But 

this must not be fill slaverv be abolished, or, till that 

1 

pait of* the Ihuon which ler a right to call itself free, shall 
separate from that whose fame and whose history rests, 
and will foi e\ei rest, nioie on its icputution for slavery, 
than on Us claim to freedom. 'Fill then, indeed, the 
Ihuon must be a negative one , it i> hf v and death bound 
up together; and if the courage, enterprise, and industry 
of the Hasten) and free Western States would escape the 
rottenness that must inevitably spread if they continue 
thus linked together, tliev must submit to the mortify* 
mg necessity of lessening the map of their Federal ter- 
ritory. But — when the servile vengeance preparing 
has done Jts work, the divided States may meet again 
and shake hands. 


London , April 2 7, J8U0. 
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l \ oiU no > to tin public uiw fblumes oti 
their aufhm would Kit her he tom aimed as endeavouring 
to excite frtsh attention on a \ei\ important subject, 
than as pretending to furnish eoni[)Iete information 
uj)on it . 

Although much has ulieadv been written on the threat 
experiment, as it has been called, now making in govern- 
ment* on the other side' of the Altant.c, there 1 appears to 
be still room for man> mteicstmg details on the influ- 
ence winch the political system of the country lias pio 
duced on the principles, tastes, and manners, ot its do- 
mestic Site. 

The nuthm* of the following pages has endeavoured, 
in some degree, to supply this detu iene\. by carefully 
recording the observation » she had an oppoitunhy of 
making duimg a irsidencc of* three”, cars and Sts months 
m different parts of the. United States. 

Site leaves to abler pens the more ambitious task of* 
commenting on the demomatk torn, ot* the American 
government; while, hy describing, huthfuhy, the daily 
aspect of 01 binary life, she has unleavoincd to show how 
greatly the advantage is on the ^ide of those who are 
governed h) the few, instead ot the man\- Tim chief 
object she lias had m vnwv «> to cncouiage her country- 
men to hold fast by a constitution that ensuies all the 
blcsung.s winch ilou fitan established habits and solid 
principles, if they forego thme, they will inciu the 
feaiful risk of breaking up their repost bv intioducing 
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the jarring tumult and universal degradation which inva- 
riably follow the wild scheme of placing all the power 
of the State in the hands of the populace. 

The United States of America contain a considerable 
variety of interesting objects m most branches of natu- 
ral science, besides much that is new, a good deal that 
is beautiful, and <*ome things that are wonderful. 
Nevertheless, as it is the moral and religious condition 
of the people winch, beyond every thing else, demands 
the attention of the philosophical inquirer, the author 
would consider her work as completely successful, could 
she but awaken a moie geneial interest on this subject. 

I Ini * nu , Dial i h , 1 2 



DOMESTIC MANNERS 


Oi mi 

A ME RICANS. 


CIIAI’IKH ]. 


FNTIUN( 1 Ol Till WIbMSSirri. UWl/F. 

On the 4th of November, 1827, I sailed fiom London, 
accompanied by my son and two daughters ; and after a 
la\ouiable, though somewhat tedious voyage, amved on 
Christ mas-day at the mouth of the Mississippi. 

The hist indication of our approach to land was the 
appearance of this might v rivet pouring forth its muddy 
mass of waters, and mingling with the deep blue of the 
Mexican Gull*. The shoies of th> uver are so utteily 
flat, that no object upon them is perceptible at sea; and 
we gazed with pleasuie on the muddy ocean that met us , 
for it told us we weie arrived, and seven weeks of sailing 
had weaned us : yc t it was not without a feeling like 
regret that we passed fiom the blight blue waves, whose 
vaiymg aspect had so long furnished our chief amuse- 
im nt, into the muiky stieam which now received us. 

Large flights of pelicans were seen standing upon tire 
long masses of mud which rose above the suiface of the 
waters, and a pdot came to guide us over the bar, long 
before any other indication of land was visible. 

I nevei beheld a scene so utterly desolate as this en- 
trance of the Mississippi. Had Dante seen it, he might 

B 
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have drawn images of another Bolgia from its horrois. 
One only object rears it self above the eddvmg waters : 
this is the mast of a vessel long since wrecked m attempt- 
ing to cross the bar, and it still stands, a dismal witness 
of the destruction that has been, and a Lodm<> prophet 
of that which is to come. 

By degrees bulrushes of enoimous giowth become visi- 
ble, and a few more miles of mud bmuglit us within sight 
of a cluster of huts called the Balizo, by tar the most miser- 
able station that I ever saw made the dwelling of man, 
but I was told that many families of pilots and tishcnneu 
lived theic. 

For several miles above its mouth, the Mississippi 
piesents no objects more intei estmg than mud banks, 
monstrous bull ashes, and now and then a huge crocodile 
luxuiiatmg m the slime. Another circumstance that gives 
to tin* dieary scene an aspeet of desolation, is t lit' m< es- 
sant appearance of vast quantities of did! wood, which is 
ever finding its way to the different mouths of the Missis- 
sippi. Trees of enormous length often healing then 
branches, and still oftener their upturn roots entue, the 
victims of the frequent humeane, come dual mg down the 
stream. Sometimes several of these entangled together 
collect among their boughs a quantity of floating rubbish, 
that gives the mass the appeal anee of a moving island, 
bearing a forest, with its roots mocking tin 1 heaven*., 
while the dishonoured blanches lash the tide in idle 
vengeance: this, as it approaches the vessel, and glides 
swiftly past, looks like the fiagment of a world m 
rums. 

As we advanced, however, we weie checied, notwith- 
standing the season, by the bright tints of southern vege- 
tation. The banks continue imaiiably hat, but a succes- 
sion of planters' villas, sometimes merely a lesidetiee, and 
sometimes sui rounded b^ then sugar grounds and negio 
huts, varied the scene. At no out point was there an 
inch of what pamtus call a second distance ; and for the 
length of one bundled and twenty miles, horn the Balize 
-to New Orleans, and one bundled miles above the town, 
the land is defended from the encroachments of the nver 
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by a high embankment winch is called the Levee; without 
winch the dwellings would speedily disappear, as the liver 
is evidently higher than the banks would be without it. 
When we ainved, there had been constant rams and ol 
long continuance, and this appearance was, theiefore, 
unusually stnkyig, giving to “this great natural featurt ” 
tl*e most umvtuial appearance imaginable ; and making 
evident, not only thai man had been busy then', but that 
even the mightiest woiks of creation might, lie made to 
beai his impiess ; it lecalled, literally, Swift’s mock 
hcioic, 

Cl Aatut«‘ mua imvc way 1o art 

yet she was looking so mighty, and so unsubdued all the 
time, that 1 could not help fancying she would some day 
take the mallei into hei own hands again ; and if so, fare- 
w ell to N ew Oi leans. 

It is easy to imagine the total want of beauty in such 
a landscape ; but the hum and hue of the trees and 
plants, so new to us, added to the long piivation we had 
endmed of all sights and sounds ol land, made even these 
swampv shot es seem beaut it ul.* We were, however, im- 
patient to touch as well ns see the land ; hut the naviga- 
tion fiom the Bah/e to New Orleans is difficult and tedi- 
ous, and the two days that it occupied appeared longer 
than any we had passed on board. 

In Until, to those who have pleasure in contemplating 
the phenomena of natme, a sea voyage may enduie many 
weeks without wearying. Perhaps some may think that 
the tirst glance of ocean and of sky show all they have to 
offer ; nay, even that that hist glance may suggest moie 
of dreaimess than sublimity; but to me their variety ap- 
peared endless, and their beauty unfading. The attempt 
to descube scenery, even where the objects are prominent 
and tafigible, is very raieiy successful ; but where the 
effect is so subtle and so vaiying, it must be vain ; the 
impression, nevertheless, is pci haps deeper than anv 
other; 1 think it possible I may forget the sensations 
with which 1 watched the long course of the gigantic 
Mississippi ; the Ohio and the Potomac may mingle and 
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be confounded with other sti earns in mv memory, I may 
even recall with difficulty the blue outline of the Alle- 
ghany mountain*; hut nevei, while f rememher any thing;, 
nan I foiget the first and last hour of light on the At- 
lantic. 

The ocean, however, and all its indesct liable charm, no 
longer suiioumicd us; vve began to feel tluE our walk cn 
the quarter-deck was veiy like the oxen ise of an ass in 
the mill; that oui hook 41 had lost half tiieir pages, and 
that the othei half were known by rote ; that oui beef 
was very salt, and oui biscuits vm y ban! ; in short, that 
having studied the good ship Edwaid from stem to stern, 
till vve know the name of every sail, and the u*e of every 
pulley, we had had enough of her ; and as we lay down, 
head to head, m on 1 tiny bed* for the last time, I ex- 
claimed with no small pleasure, 

“ fo-uiorrow to ficsh field s and pastures new.” 


CHAPTER IL 


NEW ORLIANS. SOHH\. (.III Oils AM) (Jl \D1U)0NS. — VOYA(,E IT 

hu< aiissesuiM. 

On fust touching the soil of a new land, of a new con- 
tinent, of a new woilil, it is impossible not to feel con- 
siderable excitement and deep interest in almost every 
object that meets us. New Orleans piescnts very little 
that can gratify the eye of taste, hut nevertheless there 
is much of novelty and interest for a newly-arrived Euro- 
pean. The large proportion of blacks seen m thostreets, 
all labour being performed by them ; the grace and 
beauty of the elegant Quadroons ; the occasional groups 
of’ wild and savage-looking Indians ; the unwonted aspect 
of the vegetation; the huge and turbid liver, with its low 
and slimy shore ; all help to afford that species of amuse- 
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ment which proceeds from looking- at what we never saw 
before. 

The town has much the appearance of a lb each Vtlle 
tie Province, and is, m fact, an old Spanish colony 
taken by the* .French The names of the streets are 
French, and the language about equally Fiench and Eng- 
lish. The market is handsome and well supplied, all 
produce bein'* conveyed by the river. We were much 
pleased bv the chant with which the negio boatmen re- 
gulate and beguile their labour on the liver ; it consists 
but of very few notes, Imt they ate sweetly haimomous, 
and the negio voice is almost always licli and poweiful. 

By far the most agrheahle hours 1 passed at New Or- 
leans, weie those m which 1 explored with my Children 
the forest near the town. It was our first walk in “ the 
eternal foiests of the western uoild,” and we felt lather 
sublime and ])oeticaI. The tiees, generally speaking, are 
much too close to be either laige or wcll-giown ; and, 
moreover, theii growth is often stunted by a parasitical 
plant, foi which 1 could learn no other name than 
“Spanish moss;” it droops giaeefully from the houghs, 
converting the outline of all tlie.tiees it hangs upon into 
that of weeping willows. The chief beauty of the forest 
in this region is fiom the luxunant under-growth of pal- 
nieltoe*, which is decidedly the loveliest-coloured and most 
graceful plant 1 know. The pawpaw, too, is a splendid 
shrub, and in great abundance. ^Ye here, for the first 
time, saw the wild vine, which we afterwards found grow- 
ing so profusely in every part of America, as naturally to 
suggest the idea that the natives ought to add wine to 
the numeious productions of their plenty-teeming soil.* 
The strong pendant festoons made safe and commodious 

* The fact, however, is otherwise, and in a very remai table degree . 
During my residence in Aincru a, I repeatedly bn ted native wine from 
vineyards candidly cultivated, and on the fabncation of which a consi- 
derable degiee of imported science had been bestowed, but the very 
best of it was miserable stud It should seem that Nature herself re- 
quires some centimes of schooling before she becomes perfectly accom- 
plished in imnistenng to the luxuries of man, and, perhaps as there is no 
lack of sunshine, the champagne and Bordeaux of the Union may appear 
simultaneously with a Shahspeare, a Raphael, and a Mozait. 
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swings, which some of our party enjoyed, despite the 
sublime temperament above-mentioned. 

Notwithstanding it was mid-winter when we were at 
New Orleans, the heat was much more than agieeable, 
and the attacks of the mosquitoes ineeys-ent, and most 
tormenting; yet l suspect that, for a shoit time, we 
would rather have enduied it, than not hate semi oranges, 
gieen peas, and red pepper, growing m the open air at 
Christmas. In one of our i ambles we vent uied to entoi 
a garden, whose blight orange hedge attracted our atten- 
tion ; here we saw gieen peas fit foi the table, and a fine 
ciop of red-peppci ripening m the sun. A young negress 
was employed on the steps of theliouse: that she was a 
slave mtule her an object of interest to us. She was the 
first slave we had ever spoken to, and I believe we all felt 
that we could hardly address hei with sufficient gentle- 
ness. She little dreamed, poor gill 1 what deep sympathy 
she excited , she answered us civilly and gaily, and seem- 
ed amused at our fancying there was something, unusual 
in red-peppei pods; she gave us seveial of them, and I 
felt ft arful lest a liaid mistiess might blame hci for it. 
How very childish does* ignorance make us ! and how 
veiy ignorant we aie upon almost every subject, where 
bear-sav evidence is all we can get ! I left England with 
feelings so strongly opposed to slavery, that it was not 
without great pam I witnessed its existence around me. 
At the sight of every megro man, woman, and child that 
passed, my fancy wove some little rohianee of misery, as 
belonging to each of them. Since I have known more 
on the subject, and become better acquainted with their 
real situation, as domestic in-door servants, in America, 
I have often smiled at recalling what I then felt. 

The first symptom of American equality that I per- 
ceived, was my being introduced in form to a milliner. 
It was not at a boarding-house, undei the indistinct out- 
line of “ Miss C' 4 *’*,” nor in the street, through the veil 
of a fashionable toilette; but in the very penetralia of her 
temple, standing behiud her counter, giving laws to rib- 
bon and to wire, and ushering caps and bonnets into 
existence. She was an English woman, and I was told 
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that she possessed gi eat intellectual endowments and 
iniieli information ; I really believe this was true. Hei 
manner was easy and graceful, with a good deal of Fiench 
tourmue: and the gentleness with which her fine cvo 
and sweet vcrny;, directed the movements of a young fe- 
rnale slave, wms really touching : the wav, too, m which 
she blended her* Fiench talk of modes with her eustorneis, 
anti her KnghMi talk of metaphysics with her fi lends, had 
a ])iettv air of lndiifeienec in it, that gave her a superi- 
ority with both. 1 found with her the daughter of a 
judge, eminent, it was said, both foi legal and literary 
ability ; and 1 heaid from many qwaitcrs, alter 1 had left 
New Orleans, that tht* society of this lady was highly 
valued by all pi isons of talent: yet were F, trave!4ei-hko, 
to stop hoi e, and set it down as a national peculiarity, 
or republican custom, that milliners took the* lead m 
tin* best society, 1 should greatly falsify facts. I do 
not lemmiber the same thing happening to me again ; 
and this is one instance, among a thousand, of' the im- 
pression e\eiy eneumstanee makes on cnteimg a new 
country, and of the propensity, so lnesistihlc, to class 
<il 1 things, however accidental, *\s national and peculiar. 
On the otliei hand, howexei, it is certain that if similar 
anomalies are unfrequent m America, they are nearly im- 
possible elsewheie. 

In the shop of M iss 0*** * * I was introduced to Mi. 
3M ‘Cl ure, a venerable personage, 4 j {‘ gentleman-like ap- 
pearance, who, m the course of five minutes, propounded 
as many axioms, as “ Ignorance is the only devil “ Man 
makes his own existence;” and the like. He was of the 
New Harmony school, or rather the New Harmony school 
was of him. He was a man of good fortune, (a Scotch- 
man,) 1 believe, who, after living a tolerably gay life, had 
“ conceived high thoughts, such as Lycurgus loved, who 
bade fiog the little Spartans,” and determined to benefit 
the species, and immortalise himself, by founding a phi- 
losophical school at New Harmony. There was some- 
thing m the hollow-square legislations of Mr. Owen, that 
struck him as admirable ; and he seems, as far as I can 
understand, to have intended aiding his vicw 7 s, by a sort 
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of incipient hollow-square drilling; teaching the young* 
ideas of all he could** catch to shoot into parallelograms 
form and order. This venerable philosopher, like ail of 
his school that I ever heard of, loved better to originate 
lofty imaginings of faultless systems, thafuto watch their 
application to practice. With much liberality he pur- 
chased and conveyed to the wilderness a # very noble col- 
lection of books and scientific instruments f but not find- 
ing among men one whose views were liberal and enlarged 
as his own, he selected a woman to put into action the 
machine he had oiganised. As Ins acquaintance with 
this lady had been of long standing, and, as it, was said, 
very intimate, lie felt sure that ito violation oflnsiules 
would have place under her sway; they would act toge- 
ther as one being : he was to peiform the functions of the 
soul, and will everything; she, those of the body, and 
perform everything. 

The principal feature of the scheme was, that (the first 
liberal outfit of the institution having been furnished by 
Mr. M’Ciure), the expaise of keeping it up should be de- 
frayed by the profits arising from the labouis of I lie pupils, 
male and female, which \rere to be pertoimcd at stated in- 
tervals of each day, in regular rotation with learned study 
and scientific research. But unfoi Innately the soul of the 
system found the climate of Indiana uncongenial to its 
peculiar formation ; and, therefore, took its flight to Mex- 
ico, leaving the body fco peiform the operations of both, 
in whatever manner it liked best; and the body, being a 
French body, found no difficulty in setting actively to 
work without troubling the soul about it ; and soon becom- 
ing conscious that the moie simple was a machine, the 
more peifectwere its opeiations, she threw out all that 
related to the iiitelkctu.il part of the business, (which, to 
do poor soul justice, it had laid great stress upon,) and 
stirred herself as effectually as ever body did, ,to draw 
wealth from the thews and sinews of the youths they had 
collected. When last I lieaid of this philosophical esta- 
blishment, she, and a nephew-son, were said to be reaping 
a golden harvest, as many of the lads had been sent from 
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a distance by indigent parents, for gqMpitous education, 
and possessed no means of leaving it 4 &' 

Our stay m New Orleans was not Tong enough to per- 
mit our entering into society; but I was told that it con- 
tained two district sets o{ people, both celebrated, m llieir 
way, for then social meetings and elegant entertainments. 
The first of these 1 is compost'd of Creole families, who are 
chiSfiv planters and merchants, w ith their waves and daugh- 
ters; those meet together, eat together, and are very giand 
and ai istocratic ; each of then bails is a little Almack’s, 
and every portly dame of the set is as exclusive in her 
principles as a lady pationess. Tly? other set consists of 
the excluded but amiable Quudioons, and such of the 
gentlenu'n of' the former ohms as c,m by any mcans/xseape 
from the high places, wlieie pure Cieolc blood swells the 
veins at the bare mention ol any being, tainted in the 
remotest degree with the negro stain Of all the pre- 
judices I have evei witnessed, this appears to me the most 
violent, and the most nmtuatc. Quadroon gnls, the 
acknowledged daughtcis of wealthy Ameucan or Cieole 
fatheis, educated with all of style and accomplishment* 
which money can procure at l\\;w Oi leans, and with all 
the decorum that caic and afhetion can give — exquisitely 
beautiful, graceful, gentle, and amiable, aie not admitted, 
nay, are not on any tenns admissible, into the society of 
the Creole families of Louisiana. They cannot many ; 
that is to say, no ceiemony can gender a muon with 
them legal 01 binding; yet such is the powerful efiet t 
of their very peculiar giaee, beauty, and sweetness of 
manner, that unfortunately they perpetually become the 
objects of choice and affection. If the Creole ladies 
have privilege to exeieise the awful power of repulsion, 
the gentle Quadroon has the sweet but dangerous ven- 
geance of possessing that of attraction. The unions 
formed yith this unfortunate race aie said to be often 
lasting and happy, as far as any unions can be so, to 
which a certain degree of disgrace is attached. 

There is a Eiench and an English theatre m the town ; 
but we were too fiesh fiom Europe to care much for either, 



10 


DOM rSTJC MANNERS 


or, indeed, foi any other of the town delimits of the city ; 
and we soon became eager to commence our voyage up 
the Mississippi. 

Miss Wnght, then less known (though the author of 
moie than one elevei volume j than she Ju\s since become, 
was the companion of our voyage fiom Europe ; and it 
was my pm pose to have passed some ‘months with her 
and her sistci at the estate she had purchased in Teniies- 
see. This lady, since* become so celebrated as the advo- 
cate of opinions that make millions sluuhlei and some 
half-score admne, was, at the time of my leaving England 
with hei , dedicated tq a pursuit widely diifeient fiom her 
subsequent occupations. Instead of becoming a public 
oratoi,ni eveiy town thioughout America, she was about, 
as she said, to seclude heisclf for life in the deepest forests 
of the western woild, that hei foitunc, hei time, and hei 
talents, might lie exclusively devoted to aid the cause of 
the sutieimg Africans. Her lirst object was to show that 
Nat me had made no diffeienec between blacks and whites, 
excepting in complexion, and tins she expected to piou, 
by giving an education pcifectly ctjual to a class of black 
and white eliildien. Could this fact he once fully esta- 
blished, she conceived that the negro cause would stand 
on firmer giournl than it had yet done, and the degiadcd 
rank which they have ever held amongst civilised nations 
would be proved to be a gioss injustice. This question of 
the mental equality, 01 inequality, between us and the 
negro race, is one of great interest, and has certainly 
never vet been fairly tried ; and I expected for my children 
and myself both pleasure and information fiom visiting her 
establishment, and watching the success of her experiment. 

The innumerable steam-boat^, which are the stage- 
coaches and fly-waggons of this land of lakes and rivers, 
are totally unlike any I had seen in Europe, and greatly 
superior to them. The fabrics which I think t\\ey most 
resemble m appearance, are the floating baths (les bains 
Vigier) at Pans. The annexed drawing will give a correct 
idea of their form. The room to which the double line of 
windows belongs, is a very handsome apartment ; before 
each window a neat little cot is arranged m such a man- 
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nor as to give its drapery the air of a window-oil i tain. 
Tins room is called the gentlemen’s cabin, and their cxcla- 
s,\e light to it is somewhat uncouiteonsly insisted upon. 
The bleak fast, dinner, and supper, aie laid m this apart- 
ment, and jjie lady passengers are peimitted to take their 
meals thcie. 

On the hrst ofManuary, 1828, we embaiked on hoard 
the IVlvidere, laige and hand-mine boat; though not 
I In* 1 hugest or handsomest of the many which displayed 
themselves along the whai fs ; hut she was going to stop 
at Memphis, the point of the river nearest to Miss Wnght’s 
lesidenee, and she was the first that depaited aftci we 
had got through tin; eustbm-liouse, and finished our sight- 
seeing. 



We found the room destined for the use of the ladies 
dismal enough, as its only windows were below the stein 
gallery ; but both this and the gentlemen’s cabin were 
handsomely fitted up, and the latter well carpeted ; but 
oh I that carpet! I will not, I may not describe its con- 
dition ; indeed it requires the pen of a Swift to do it jus- 
tice. Let no one who washes to receive agreeable impres- 
sions of American manners, commence his travels in a 
Mississippi steam-boat ; for myself, it is with all sincerity 
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I declare, that I would infinitely prefer sharing t fie apart- 
ment of a party of well-conditioned pigs to the being con- 
fined to its cabin. 

I hardly know any annoyance so deeply repugnant to 
English feelings, as the incessant rem6iScless* spitting of 
Americans. I feel that 1 owe my readers an apology for 
the repeated use of this, and seveial otfier odious wofds ; 
but 1 cannot avoid them, without sulieiing the fidelity of 
description to escape me. It is possible that matins phrase, 
“ Americans,” 1 may be too general. The United States 
form a continent of almost distinct nations, and 1 must 
now, and always, be understood to speak only of that 
portion of them which J have seen. In eonvcismg with 
Americans I have constantly found that if 1 alluded to any 
thing which they thought I considered as uncouth, they 
would assure me it was local, and not national ; the ac- 
cidental peculiarity of a very small part, and by no means 
a specimen of the whole. kt That is because you know so 
little of America,” is a phrase J have listened to a thou- 
sand tunes, and m nearly as many different places. It 
may be so — and having made this concession, 1 protest 
against the charge of uijustice m iclating what 1 have 


CHAPTER III. 


• OMPiW ON BOARD THF SI l AM-ROVI. S( INFRY OI I 11 T MISSl ‘-M f> 1 I . 

(ROrOOIILS. ARRIVAL AT MUll’IlKS- — N'AbUOJIA. 

Tun weather was warm and bright, and we found the 
guard of the boat, as they called the gallery that runs lound 
the cabins, a very agreeable station ; here we all sat as 
long as light lasted, and sometimes, wrapped in our 
shawls, we enjoyed the clear bright beauty of American 
moonlight long after every passenger hut ourselves had 
retired. Wc had a full complement of passengers on 
board. The deck, as is usual, was occupied by the Ken- 
tucky flat-boat men, returning from New Orleans, after 
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having disposed of the boat and cargo which they had 
conveyed thither, with no other labour than that of steer- 
ing hci, the current bringing her down at the rate of four 
miles an hour. We had about two hundred of these men 
on board ; l^ut the* part of the vessel occupied by them is 
so distinct bom the cabins, that we never saw them, ex- 
cept when we stopped to take in wood; and then they 
nm, or rathei sprung and vaulted over each othei’s heads 
to the shoie, whence they all assisted in canying wood to 
supply the steam-engine; the performance of this duty 
being a stipulated put of the payment of their passage. 

From the account given by a unai-servant we had on 
board, who shared their ‘quarters, they aie a most disoi- 
derly set of persons, constantly gambling and wrangling, 
very seldom sober, and licvei suffering a night to pass 
without giving practical pioof of the lespeet in winch 
they hold the doctrines of equality and community of pro- 
perty. The eleik of the vessel w r as kind enough to take 
our man under lus piotcetion, and assigned him a berth 
m lus own little nook ; but as tins was not inaccessible, 
he told lnm by no means to detach lus watch or money 
from lus person during the night. . Whatever then moral 
characteristics may be, these Kentuckians are a very 
noble-looking race of men ; their aveiage height consi- 
derably exceeds that of Europeans, and then countenances, 
excepting when dishguied by led hair, winch is not un- 
fiequent, extremely handsome. * 

The gentlemen in the eahm (we had no ladies) would 
certainly, neither fiom then language, manners, nor ap- 
pearance, have ieceived that designation in Europe ; but 
we soon found their claim to it, rested on more substantial 
ground; for we heaid them nearly all addressed by the 
titles of general, colonel, and major. On mentioning these 
military dignities to an English friend some time after- 
wards, hcutold me that he too had made the voyage with 
the same description of company, but remarking that thcie 
was not a single captain among them ; he made the ob- 
servation to a fellow-passenger, and asked how he ac- 
counted for it. “ Oh, sir, the captains are all on deck,” 
wivs the reply. 
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Our honours, however, were not all military; for we had 
a judge among us. 1 know it is equally easy and invidi- 
ous to ridicule the peculiarities of appearance and manner 
in people of a dilfeient nation from ouiselves ; we may, 
too, at the same moment he undergoing the,same orde. 1 
in their estimation ; and, moreover, 1 am by no means dr , 
posed to consider whatevei is new to me as therefore ob 
jectionable ; but, ncvei theless, it was impossible not to 
fed icpugnance to many of the novelties that now snr 
rounded me. 

The total want of all the usual courtesies of the table, 
the voracious rapidity with which the viands weie seized 
and devoured; the stiange uncouth phrases and pi enunci- 
ation ; the loathsome spitting, from the contamination of 
whit'll it was absolutely impossible to protect ourdies^es; 
the fughtful manner of feeding with their knives, till the 
whole blade seemed to enter into the mouth ; and the still 
more fughtful mannei of cleaning the teeth afterwauls 
with a pocket-knife, soon forced us to feel that w r e ware 
not sunounded by the generals, colonels, and majors of 
the old wmild ; and that the dinner-hour was to be any- 
thing rather than an liMur of enjoyment. 

The little conversation that went forwaid while we re- 
mained m the room was entirely political, and the respec- 
tive' claims of Adams and Jackson to the piesidency were 
argued with moic oaths and more vehemence than it had 
evei been my lot t6 hear. Once a colonel appeared on 
the verge of assaulting a major, when a huge seven-loot 
Kentuckian gentleman horse-dealer asked of the heavens 
to confound them both, and bade them sit still and b'| 
d — d. We too thought we should share this sentence ; 
at least, sitting still m the cabin seemed \ery nearly to in- 
clude the icst of it, and we never tarried there a moment 
longer than wars absolutely necessary to eat. 

The unbroken flatness of the banks of the Mississippi 
continued unvaried for many miles above New Oilcans ; 
but the graceful and luxuriant palmetto, the dark and 
noble ilex, and the blight orange, w r ere everywhere to be 
seen, and it w r as many days before we were weary of look- 
ing at them. We occasionally used the opportunity of the 
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boat’s stopping- to take in wood, for a ten minutes’ visit 
to the shoie; we in tins manner explored a field of sugar- 
canes, and loaded oui selves with as much of the sweet 
spoil as we could carry. Many of the pissengeis seemed 
fond o( the luseibnk juice that is easily expressed fiom the 
canes, but it was too sweet lbi my palate. We also visited, 
4 n th,e same rapid mannei, a cotton plantation. A hand- 
some spacious building w as pointed out to us as a (-on- 
vent, whole a considerable number of young ladies were 
educated by the nuns. 

At one 01 two points the wearisome leva*! line of forest 
is relieved by v, as ( theye«dl the short mteivals of 
high giound. The town of Natches is beautifully situated 
on one of these high spots; the (‘Innate here, in the wann 
season, is as fatal as that of New Oilcans ; weie it not 
for this, Nab lies would have gieat attiaetions to new 
settler-. The beautdul contort that its blight gicen 
lull foims with the dismal line ofblatk foiest that stietches 
on eveiy side; the abundant growth of pawpaw 7 , palmetto, 
and oiange; the copious vai lety of sweet-scented flowers 
that fiom ish there, all make it appear like an oasis in the 
deseit. Natches is the fmthest *j>om t to the north at 
which orange's ripen m the open an, or enduie the winter 
witliout shelter. With the exception of this sweet spot, 
J thought all the little towns and -villages we passed 
wretched-looking in the extieme. As the distance from 
New Oilcans increased, the an of health and comfort 
exhibited in its immediate neighbourhood disappeared, 
and but for one oi two clusters of wooden houses, calling 
themselves towns, and borrowing some pompous name, 
generally from (Jreere or Home, we might have thought 
ourselves the first of the human race who had ever pene- 
trated into this territory of bears and alligators. But 
still, from time to time, appealed the hut of the wood- 
cutter, whf) supplies the st( am-boats with fuel, at the 
rrk, or lather with the assurance of early death, m ex- 
change for dollars and whisky. These sad dwellings are 
•nearly all of them inundated during the winter, and the 
rest of them are constructed on piles, which permit the 
water to reach its highest level without drowning the 
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wretched inhabitants. These unhappy beings are inva- 
riably the victims of ague, which they meet leehlessiy, 
sustained by the incessant use of aident spit its. The 
scj u a.1 id look of' the miserable wives and children of these 
men was dreadful; and often as the > speekycde was re- 
newed, J could never look at it with lnditfeienee. Their 
complexion is of a blueish white, that suggests the _ideo 
of dropsy; this is invanable, and the poor little ones wear 
exactly the same ghastly hut 1 . A miserable cow and <nj 
few pigs, standing knec-detp m waiter, distinguish the 
more prospeious of these dwellings, and on the whole / 
should say, that i never witnessed human natuie leduced 
so low as it appeared m the wood-cMittcis’ huts on the un- 
wholesome banks of the Mississippi. 

It is said that, at some points of this dismal river, 
ciocodiles are so abundant as to add the terror of then 
attacks to the other sufferings of a dwelling there. We 
were told a story of a s<prattei, who having “located’' 
himself close to the nvei’s edge, pioeecded to build his, 
cabin. This operation is soon pen foi mod, for social feel- 
ing and the love of whisky bring all the scanty neigh- 
bourhood round a new-comer, to aid him in cutting down 
trees, and in rolling up the logs, till the mansion is com- 
plete. This was done ; the wife and five young children 
were put in possession of their new home, and slept 
soundly after a long march. Towards day-bicak the' 
husband and father was awakened by a faint cry, and 
looking up, beheld relics of three of his children scattered 
over the floor, and an enormous ciocodilc, with several 
young ones around her, occupied m devouring the lem 
mints of their hoi rid meal. He looked round for a wea- 
pon ; but finding none, and awaie that unanned he could 
do nothing, he laised himself gently on his bed, and con- 
trived to ct awl from thence through a window, hoping that 
his wife, whom he left sleeping, might, with tlm lemaming 
children, rest undiscovered till his return. He flew to his 
nearest neighbour and besought his aid ; m less than half 
an hour two men returned witti him, all tluee well armed: 
but alas ! they were too late ! the wife and her two babes 
lay mangled on their bloody bed. The gorged reptiles 
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fell an easy prev to their assailants, who, upon examining 
the place, found the hut had been conshueted close to 
the mouth of a large hole, almost a cavern, where the 
monstei had hatched het hateful brood. 

Anions otl\cr t sights of desolation which mask this 
region, condemned of Nature, the land gluie of a burning 
forest was almost constantly visible after sunset ; and 
when the wind so willed, the smoke arising fioni it floated 
iji heavy vapoui over our heads. Not all the novelty of 
the scene, not all its vastuess, could pievent its heavy 
horrot weaiying the spmts. Pei haps the dinners and 
suppers J have described may help to account for this ; 
but ceituin it is, that \then we had wondered for a week 
at the ceaseless continuity ot foiest ; had first a'dmired, 
and then wearied of the festooned dt apery of Spanish 
moss; when we had learned to distinguish the different 
masses of timber that passed us, oi that we passed, us a 
“ snag,” a “ log,” oi a “ sawyer when we had finally 
made up our minds that the gentlemen of the Kentucky 
and Ohio military est iblnJimouts vveie not of the same 
genu.-. as those of the Tin U lies and St. Jame&’s, w r e began 
to wish that we could sleep mote hours away. As we 
advanced to the northward, we were no longer cheered by 
the beautiful bolder of p.dmettoes : and even the amuse- 
ment of occasionally spying out a sleeping crocodile was 
over. 

Just in this state, when we would have fun believed 
that every mile we went earned two towards Memphis, 
a sudden and violent shock staitled us frightfully. 

“ It is a sawyer!'' said one. 

“ It is a snag! 7 ’ cried another. 

We are aground !" exclaimed the captain. 

u Aground £ Good heavens! and how long shall we 
stay In re ? ” 

“ The Lord in his providence can only tell, but long 
enough to tue my patience, 1 expect.” 

And the poor English ladies, how fared they the 
while ? 

Two breakfasts, two dinners, and a supper did they 
eat, with the Ohio and Kentucky gentlemen, before they 

c 
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moved an inch. Several steam-boats passed while we 
were thus enthralled ; but some were not strong enough 
to attempt drawing us off, and some attempted it, but 
were not strong’ enough to succeed; at length a vast and 
mighty “ thing of life” approached, threjy # out grappling 
irons, and m three minutes the business was done , 
again we saw the tiees and mud slide fwiftly past us. 
and a hearty shout from every passenger* on deck de- 
clared then joy. 

At length we had the pleasure of being told that we 
had armed at Memphis; but this pleasure was consi- 
derably abated by tin hour of our arrival, winch was 
midnight, and bv the rain, which was falling in torrents. 

Memphis stands on a high bluff, and at the time of 
our arrival was nearly inaccessible. Tin* heavy rain 
which had been lulling foi many hours would have made 
any steep ascent difficult ; but unfoitunately a new loud 
had been recently marked out, which beguiled us into 
its almost bottomless mud, fiom the fhmer footing of the 
unbroke n cliff. Shoes and gloves were lost m the mire, 
for w T e w r eie glad to avail oui selves of all our limbs; and 
we reached the giand hotel in a most deploiable state. 

Miss Wright was well Known there: and as soon as her 
arrival was announced, every one seemed on the alert to 
receive her, and we soon found ourselves in possession of 
the best rooms m the hotel. The house was new, and m 
what appeared to me* a veiy comfortless condition; hut I 
was then new to Western America, and unaccustomed to 
their mode of “ getting along,” as they term it. This 
phrase is eternally in use among them, and seems to 
mean existing with as few of the comforts of life as 
possible. 

We slept soundly, however, and rose in the hope of 
soon changing oui mortar-smelling quarters for Miss 
Wright’s Neshoba : but we presently found ih^t the ram 
which had fallen during the night would make it hazard- 
ous to ventuie through the forests of Tennessee m any 
sort of carnage ; we therefore had to pass the day at on 
queer comfortless hotel. 

The steam-boat had wearied me of social mea. . 
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and I should have been thankful to have eaten my dinner 
of hard venison and peach-sauce m a private room; but 
this, Miss Wright said, was impossible ; the lady of the 
house would consider the proposal as a personal affront, 
and, moreover* *t would be assuredly refused. This lattn 
argument earned weight with it ; and when the great hell 
was sounded fr?>m an upper window of the house, we pro- 
ceeded to the* dining-room. The table was laid foi bl'fv 
persons, and was already nearly full. Our party had the 
honour of sitting near “ the lady hut to check the proud 
feelings to winch such distinction might give birth, mv 
sen ant, William, sat veiy neatly* opposite to me. Tin 
company consisted of all the shopkeepers (stoiekeepers 
as they are called tlmaigiiout the Tinted Stales^) of the 
little town. The ma\oi also, who was a friend of Mi>s 
Wiigiit’s, was of the party, he is a pleasing gentleman- 
like man, and seems stiangely misplaced m a little town 
on the Mississippi. We wcie told that since the election 
of tins hotel, it has been the custom for all the male in- 
habitants of the town to dine and bieakhist theie. "Tliey 
ate in perfect silence, and with such astonishing rapidity 
that then dinner was over literally before oui> was begun ; 
the instant they erased to eat, they darted fiom the table 
in the same moody silence which they had pusenid 
they entered the room, and a second set took their 
place 5 , who peifoi tiled their silent parts m the same 
mannci. The only sounds heard vfcre those produced by 
tlie knives and lbiks, with the unceasing choi us of cough- 
ing, iic. No women were piesent except ourselves and 
the hostess; the good women of Memphis being well con- 
tent to Jet their lords partake of Mrs. Anderson’s tm keys 
and veuison, (without their having the trouble of cooking 
for them,) whilst they regale themselves on mm>h* and 
milk at home. 

The remainder of the day passed pleasantly enough m 
rambling round the little town, which is situated at the 
most beautiful point o( the Mississippi. The rivet is lieu 
so wide as to give it the appearance of a noble lake; an 

Mush is a pieparation of Indian coin, bruised to powdei, and Much 
when boiled with milk makes excellent pornd^e. 
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island covered with lofty forest-trees divides it, and re- 
lieves by its broad mass of shadow the uniformity of its 
waters. The town stretches m a rambling n regular man- 
nei along 1 the cliff, from tlie Wolf Kiver, one of the jn- 
numeiable tnbutanes to the Mississippi, U about a mile 
below it. Half a mile more of the cliff beyond the town 
is cleared of trees, and produces good pas v tuie for horses, 
cows, and pigs; sheep they had none. At either end of 
this space the foiest again reais its daik wall, and seems 
to sav to man, f ‘ so far shalt thou come, and no farther 
Coinage and industry, however, have braved the warning ; 
behind this long street the town straggles back into the 
forest, and the rude path that leads to the more distant 
log-dweilings becomes wilder at every step. The ground 
is broken by frequent water-courses, and the bridges that 
lead across them are formed by trunks of trees thrown 
over the stream, which support others of smaller growth, 
that ate laid across them. These bridges are not very 
pleasant to pass ; for they totter under the tread of a man, 
and tremble most frightfully beneath a hoisc or a wag- 
gon ; they are, however, very picturesque. The great 
height of the trees, the quantity of pendant vine branches 
that hang amongst them, and the variety of gay-pium- 
aged birds, particularly the small green parrot, made us 
teel we weie m a new world , and a repetition of our walk 
the next morning would have pleased us well : but Miss 
Wright was anxious »o get home, and W'e were scarcely 
less so to see hei Nashobu. A clumsy sort of caravan 
drawn by two horses was prepared for us; and we set oil 
in high spirits for an expedition of fifteen miles through 
the foiest. To avoid passing one of the bridges above 
described, which was thought insecure, our negro drivei 
took us tlnough a piece of water, which he assured us 
was not deep u to matter;” however, we soon lost sight 
of our pole, and as we were evidently descending, wc 
gently lemonstiatcd with him on the danger of proceed- 
ing, but he only gunned, and flogged in reply; w^e soon 
saw the front wheels disappear, and the hoises began to 
plunge and kick most alarmingly, but still without his 
looking at all disturbed. At length the splinter-bar gave 



OF THE AMERICANS. 


21 


way, upon winch tlie black philosopher said very com- 
posedly, “ I expect you’ll best be liding out upon the 
houses, as we’ve got mto an unhandsome fix heie.” Miss 
Wright, who sat composedly smiling at the scene, said, 
‘‘ Ves, Jacob,*tAut is what we must do;” and with some 
difficulty we, nytlns mannei, reached the shore, and soon 
found ourselves again assembled round Mrs. Anderson’s 
lire. 

It was soon settled that we must delay our departme 
till the waters had subsided ; but Miss Wnght was too 
anxious to leach home to endure this delay, and she set 
off again on hoist back, accompanied by our man-servant, 
who told me afterwards that they rode thiouglj places 
that might have daunted the boldest hunter, but that 
Miss Wright took it quite easy.” 

The next day we started again, and the clear air, the 
bright sun, the novel wildness of the daik forest, and om 
keenly awakened curiosity, made the excursion delight- 
ful, and enabled us to bear, without shtmkmg, the bumps 
and biuises we encountered. We soon lost all trace of a 
road, at least so it appeared to us ; for the stumps of the 
tiees, which had been cut away* to open a passage, were 
left standing three feet high. Over these, the high-hung 
Deeiborn, as our carriage was called, passed safely; but 
it iequned some miles of experience to convince us that 
every stump would not be our last. It was amusing to 
watch the cool and easy skill with which the dnvei 
wound his horses and wheels among these stumps;— -I 
thought he might have been imported to Bond-stieet 
with great advantage. The forest became thicker and 
more dieary-lookmg every mile we advanced; but our 
ever-gunning negio declared it was a right good road, 
and that we should be suie to get to Nashoba ; and 

so we did and one glance 

sufficed to convince me, that every idea I had form- 
ed of the place was as far as possible from the truth. 
Desolation was the only feeling — the only word that pre- 
sented itself; but it was not spoken. I think, however, 
mat Miss Wright was aware of the painful impiession the 
sight of her forest-home produced on me; and I doubt not 
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that the conviction reached us both at the same moment, 
that we had erred in thinking' that a few months passed 
together at this spot could be ptoductive of pleasure to 
either: but to do her justice, I believe hei mind was so 
exclusively occupied by the object she had then in view, 
that ah things else were woithlc ss, or imhtfeient to her , 
1 never heaid or road of any enthusiasm approaching 
heis, except m some few instances, m ages past, ol reli- 
gions fanaticism. 

It must have been some feeling equally powerful which 
enabled Miss Wright, accustomed to all the comfoit and 
lefinement o( Emope, ’to imagine ( iiot oidy lhal she hei- 
self could exist m this wilderness, but that her European 
fi iendsV'ould enter there, and not feel dismayed at the 
savage aspect of the scene. The annexed plate gives a 
faith tul view of the cleared space and buildings which 
foim the settlement. Each building consisted of two 
large rooms, furnished in the most simple manner; nor 
hail they us yet collected round them any of those nunoi 
comforts which oidinary minds cla>s among the neces- 
saries of life: but in this oui philosophical fnend seemed 
to see no evil ; nor was ‘there any mixture of affectation 
in this nidilierenee — it was a circumstance really ami 
truly beneath her notice, ller whole heait and soul were 
occupied by the hope of raising the African to the level 
of Euiopcan intellect; and even now, that I have seen 
this favourite fabric 6f her imagination fall to pieces be- 
neath her feet, 1 cannot recall the self-devotion with which 
she gave herself to it without admiration. 

The only white persons we found at Nashoba, were m> 
amiable fnend, Mrs. (the sister of Miss Wright) 

and her husband. 1 think they had between thirty and 
foity slaves, including children ; but when I was there no 
school had been established. Books and other materials 
for the great experiment had been collected, a.nd one or 
two professors engaged ; but nothing was yet organised. 
I found my friend Mrs. m very bad health, which 

she confessed she attributed to the climate. This natu- 
rally so much alarmed me for my children, that I decider 
upon leaving the place with as little delay as possible, 
and did so at the end of ten days. 
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I do not exactly know what was the immediate cause 
which induced Miss Wright to abandon a scheme which 
had taken such possession of her imagination, and on 
which she had expended so much money ; hut many 
months had not elapsed before 1 learnt, uith much plcu~ 
suie, that she *jnd hci bister had also left if. 1 think it 
probable that* she became aware, upon tetuming to Nash- 
oba, that the climate was too hostile to their health. 
*\11 1 know farther of Nashoba is, that Miss Wnght hav- 
ing found (fiom some cause or other) that it was impos- 
sible to pursue her object, herself ^accompanied bet slaves 
to Ilayti, and left them there, her, and under the protec- 
tion of the Piesidenf . 

I found no beauty m the secneiy round Nashoba, nor 
can 1 conceive that it would possess any even m summer. 
Tin 1 tiees were so close to each other as not to permit the 
growth of underwood — the great ornament o( the forest 
at New Orleans, and still le^s of oui seeing any openings, 
wheie the vailing cfiects of light and shade might atone 
for the absence of other objects. The dealing round the 
settlement appealed to me ineopsideiable and impeiicct; 
but 1 was told that they had grown good crops of cotton 
and Indian corn. The weather was dry and agreeable, 
and the aspect of the heaven* by night surprisingly beauti- 
ful ; 1 never saw moonlight so clear, bO pure, so poweiful. 

We returned to Memphis on tjie 2(>th of January, 
1828, and found ourselves obliged to pass five days there, 
awaiting a steam-boat foi Cincinnati, to which mctio- 
pohs of the West 1 was now determined to proceed with 
my family to await the arrival of Mr. Trollope. We vveie 
told by eveiy one we spoke to at Memphis, that it was in 
all respects the finest situation west of the Alleghanics. 
We found many lovely walks among the broken forest- 
glades around Memphis, which, together with a morning 
and evening enjoyment of the dfects of a glowing horizon 
on the river, enabled us to wait patiently for the boat 
that was to bear us away. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


JJFPA RTU RI F It OM MI M PHIS. OHIO H1VIU. L0U1SV11 1 E. — C1NC IhlsA'l 1. 

On the 1st of February JS28, we emba r ked on board 
the Criterion, and once nun e began to float on the “ father 
of waters,’" as the poor banished Indians were wont to call 
the Mississippi. The company on board was wonderfully 
like what we had met m coming from New Orleans; I 
think they must have all been first cousins; and what was 
singular, they, too, had all arnved at high rank m the 
army, ‘'or many a wearisome mile above the Wolf River 
the only scenery was still foiest — forest — foiest ; the only 
variety was produced by the receding of the river at some 
[joints, and its encroaching on the opposite shore. These 
changes are continually going on, but fiom what cause 
none could satisfactorily explain to me. Where the river 
is encioachmg, the trees are seen glowing m water many 
feet deep ; after some time, the water undermines then 
roots, and they become the easy victims of the first huni- 
eane that blows. This is one source of the immense quan- 
tities of dnft wood that float into the Gulf of Mexico 
Wh ere the river has receded, a young growth of cane- 
brake is soon seen starting up with the rapid vegetation 
of the climate ; these tjvo circumstances in some degree re- 
lieve the sameness of the thousand miles of vegetable wall. 
But we were now approaching the n\er which is emphati- 
cally called “ the beautiful/’ La Belle Riviere of the New 
Orleans Fionch ; and a few days took us, I trust for ever, 
out of that murky stream which is as emphatically called 
“ the deadly and well docs it seem to meiit the title ; the 
air of its shores is mephitic, and it is said that nothing 
that ever sank beneath its muddy smface was known to 
rise again. As truly does La Belle Riviere” deserve its 
name; the Ohio is bright and clear ; its banks are conti- 
nually varied as it flows through what is called a rolling 
country, which seems to mean a district that cannot show 
a dozen paces of level ground at a time. The primeval 
forest still oecupies a considerable portion of the ground, 
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and hangs in solemn grandeur from the cliffs; but it is 
bioken by frequent settlements, where we were cheered 
by the sight of buds and flocks. 1 imagine that this 
rivet presents almost every variety of liver scenery ; some- 
times its cJcar*whve wafers a meadow of lex cl tin T; some- 
times if is boumjed by perpendicular rocks ; pretty dwell- 
ings, with then, gay porticoes are seen, alternately with wild 
intervals of forest, where the tangled bear-brake plainly 
enough indicates what inhabitants are native there. Often 
a mountain torrent comes pouring its silver tribute to the 
stiearn, and, were 1 there occasionally a ruined abbev, or 
feudal castle, to mix the lomante of real life with that of 
nature, the Ohio would be peifcit. 

So powerful was the ellect of this sweet scenery, that 
we ceased to grumble at our dnmeis and suppers ; nay, we 
almost learnt to rival our neighbours at table m their vo- 
racious rapidity of swallowing, so eager xveie we to place 
ourselves again on guaid, list we might lose sight of the 
beauty that was passing ;iv\uy fiom us. 

Vet these fair shores are still unhealthy. More than 
once we landed, and convulsed with the families of the 
wood-cutters, and scarcely was theic one m which we did 
not hear of some member who had “ lately died of the 
fever.” — They die all subject to ague; and though their 
dwellings are infinitely better than those on the Mississippi, 
the inhabitants still look like a race that are selling then 
lives for gold. 

Louisville is a considerable town, prettily situated on the 
Kentucky, or south side of the Ohio ; we spent some houis 
in seeing all it had to show ; and had I not been told that 
a bad fever often rages there duiing the warm season, I 
should have liked to pass some months there for the pur- 
pose of exploring the beautiful country m its vicinity. 
Frankfort and Lexington are both towns worth visiting ; 
though ftoni their being out of the xvai/ places, I never got 
to either . The first is the seat of the state government of 
Kentucky, and the last is, I was told, the residence of 
several independent families, who, with more leisure than 
is usually enjoyed in America, have its natural accompa- 
niment, more refinement. 
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The falls of the Ohio ;uc about a mile below Louisville, 
and produce a rapid too sudden foi the boats to pass, ex- 
cept m the lamy season. The passengeis ate obliged to 
get out below them, and tiavel by land to Louisville, 
where they find other vessels icady to receive them foi the* 
remainder of the voyage. We were spaced this inconve- 
nience by the vvatei being too high for the lapul to, be 
much felt, and it will soon be altogether removed by the 
the Louisville canal coming into operation, winch will per- 
mit the steam-boats to continue their piogiess from below 
the falls to the town. 

The scenery on the Kentucky side is much finer than 
on that of Indiana, or Ohio. The state of Kentucky was 
the darling' spot of many tribes of Indians, and was re- 
served among them as a common hunting-ground ; it is 
said, that they cannot yet name it without emotion, and 
that they have a sad and wild lament that they still chant 
to its memory. But their exclusion thence is of no re- 
cent date ; Kentucky has been longer settled than the 
Illinois, Indiana, or Ohio ; and it appeals not only more 
highly cultivated, but more feitiie and more picturesque 
than either. 1 have raieiy seen richei pastures than those 
of Kentucky. The fbiest-tiees wlieie not too eiowded, 
are of magnificent growth ; and the crops are glonously 
abundant, wdiere the thnflless husbandry has not worn out 
the sod by an unvarying succession of exhausting crops. 
We were shown ground which had borne abundant crops 
of wheat for twenty successive years ; hut a much shorter 
period suffices to exhaust the ground, when it is made to 
produce tobacco without the intermission of some other crop. 

W e reached Cincinnati on the loth of February. It is 
finely situated on the south side of a lull that rises gently 
from from the water’s edge : yet it is by no means a city of 
striking appearance — it wants domes, towers, and steeples; 
but its landing-place is noble, extending for more than a 
quarter of a mile. It is well paved, and surrounded by neat, 
though not handsome, buildings. I have seen fifteen steam- 
boats lying there at once, and still half the wharf was un- 
occupied. 

On arriving we repaired to the Washington Hotel, and 
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thought ourselves fortunate when we were told that we 
were just m tune lor dinner at the table d’hote ; but when 
the dmmg-i oom door was opened, we reheated with a 
feeling of dismay at seeing between sixty and seventy 
men alieady a£ Jahle. We took oui dinner m anothei 
mom with the bunnies of the family, and then went foith 
to seek a house Air our permanent aeeommodation. 

fV e went to tin 1 office of an advertising agent, who pio- 
iessed to keep a legi^ter of all such infoimation, and de- 
scribed the dwelling we wanted. He made no difficulty, 
but told \\> his bo'y should be oui guide thiougb the city, 
and .show us what we sought , we accord inglv set out with 
him, and lie 1< d us up Tine street and down another, but 
evidently without any determinate object; 1 therefore 
stopped, and asked him wheie-ubout the houses weir 
which we weie going to set 1 . 

“ I am looking foi lulU,” was his reply. 

I thought we could have looked loi bills as well without 
him, anti I told him so; upon which he assumed an ail* 
of great activity, ant) began knocking regularly at eveiy 
door we passed, impmmg if the bouse was to be let. It 
was impossible to cnduie this U>ng, and our guide was 
dismissed, though 1 was aft ei wauls obliged to pay him a 
dollar foi Ins services. 

We bad the good fortune, howevei, to find a dwelling 
before long, and we returned to our hotel, having deter- 
mined upon taking possession of it as soon as it could be 
got ready. Not wishing to take our evening meal either 
with the threescore and ten gentlemen of the dining- 
room, nor yet with the half dozen ladies of the bar-room, 
I ordcied tea in my own chamber. A good-humoured 
Irish woman came for waul w ith a sort, of patronising man- 
ner, took my hand, and said, “ Och, rnv honey, ye’ll be 
from the old country. I’ll sec you will have your tay 
all to yourselves, honey.” With this assuiance we re- 
tired to my room, which was a handsome one as to its 
size and bed-furniture; but it bad no carpet, and was 
darkened by blinds of paper such as rooms are hung with, 
which require to be rolled up, and then fastened with 
fctrimrs veiy awkwardly attached to the window-frames, 
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whenever light or air was wished for. I afterwards met 
with these same uncomfortable blinds m every part of 
America. 

Om Irish fnend soon le-appeared, and brought us ten, 
together with the never-failing accompaniments of Ame- 
rican tea-dimkmg, hung beef, “chipped up” raw, and 
sundry sweetmeats of brown-sugar line And flavour. We 
took our tea, and weie enjoying om famifv talk, relative 
to our future airangemcnts, when a loud sharp knocking 
was heaid at our door. J\1y “ come in” was answeied by 
the appearance of a portly personage, who pioclaimcd 
himself our lamlloid. « 

“ Are any of you ill lie began. 

“ No, thank )ou, sir; we aie all quite well,” was my 
reply. 

“ Then, madam, 1 must tell you, that I cannot accom- 
modate you on these terms ; we have no family tea-dnnk- 
mgs lieie, and you must live either with me oi my wife, or 
not at all m my house.” 

TlnA was said with an air of authority that almost 
precluded leply, but 1 ventmed a soit of apologistic hint, 
that we were strangers, end unaccustomed to the manners 
of the country. 

“ Our manner* aie verv good manners, and we don’t 
wash any changes from England,” rejoined our sturdy 
landloid, with an aspect that assuredly did not indicate 
any verv affectionate partiality to the country he named. 

1 thought of mine host of the Washington afterwards, 
when leading Scott’s “ Anne of Oeiersteni he, in trutli, 
strongly resembled the innkeeper theiem immortalised, 
who made his guests eat, dunk, and sleep, just where, 
when, and how he pleased. 1 made no faithei remon- 
strance, but detei mined to hasten my removal. This w'e 
achieved the next day to our gicat satisfaction. 

We were soon settled m our new dwelling, vvhjcli look- 
ed neat and comfortable enough ; but we speedily found 
that it was devoid of nearly all the accommodation that 
Europeans conceive necessary to decency and comfort. 
No pump, no cistern, no dram of auy kind, no dustman’s 
cart, or any other visible means of getting rid of the rub- 
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lush, which vanishes with such celeuty in London, that 
one has no time to think of its existence ; but which ac- 
cumulated so rapidly at Cincinnati, that I sent for my 
Ltndloul to know m what manner refuse of all kinds was 
to be disposed of. 

“ ^ oui Help will just have to fix them all into tin 1 mid- 
dle of the street ;*but you must mind, old woman, that it 
is tlfe middle. *1 expect you don’t know as we have eot 
H luw what forbids throwing such things at the sides of 
the sheets; they must just all be east light into the mid- 
dle, and the pigs soon takes them off.” 

in truth the pigs are constantly *ecn doing Heieulean 
sei vice m this way through eveiv (pouter of the eitv: and 
though it isnotvciy agreeab’e to h\e suirounded by* herds 
of these unsavory animals, it is well they are so liumeioiis, 
and so active m their capacity of scavengers; for without 
them the streets would soon be choked up with all soils 
of substances, in every stage of decomposition. 

We had heaid so much of Cincinnati, its beauty, wealth, 
and unequalled prosperity, (lint when we left Memphis, to 
go thithei, we almost felt tin' delight of Itonsseau’s novice, 
“ uu voyage a fane, et Pan-. an lx»ut ! ” — As soon, theie- 
fore, as oui little domestic arrangements were completed, 
w'c set forth to vnw this “ wondei of the West,” this “ pio- 
phebs gouid of magic giowth,” — this “infant Heieules,” 
jtind suicly no travellers c\ei paraded a city under ciicum- 
uances moie favourable to then fifxlmg it fair to the 
>ight Three dnaiy months had elapsed since we had 
eft the glories of London behind us; for nearly the wdiole 
A' that time wo had beheld no other architecture than 
|diut our ship and steam-boats had furnished ; and, excopt- 
Jg at New' Orleans, had seen hardly a trace of human 
Habitations. The sight of bucks and mortar wars really 
refreshing, and a house of three stones looked splendid. 
Of this splendour we savv repeated specimens, and more- 
over a buck church, which, from its two little peaked 
spires, is called the two-horned church. But, alas! the 
fatness of reality after the imagination has been busy ! i 
|ard!y know what I expected to find in this city, fresh 
ken from the bosom of the wilderness, but certainly it 
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was not a little town, about the size of Salisbury, without 
even an attempt at beauty in any of its edifices, and with 
only just enough of the an of a city to make it noisy and 
bustling. The population is great ei than the appearance 
of the town would lead one to expend. r This is paitly 
owing to the number of fiee negroes who herd together 
m an obscure pait of the city, called nttle Alnea; and 
paitly to the density of tin; population round the papci- 
nnlls and othei manufactoiies. 1 believe the number of 
inhabitants exceeds twenty thousand. 

We arrived in Cincinnati in February, 1828, and I 
speak oi the town avit was then ; several small churches 
have been built since, whose toweis agreeably relieve 1 it*- 
uninteresting mass of buildings. At that turn 1 J think 
Main-stieet, which is the puneipal avenue (and runs 
through the whole town, answering to the Iligh-stroet ol 
our old cities), was the only one entirely paved. The 
trot fair is of buck, tolerably well hud, but it is inundated 
by every shower, as Cincinnati lias no di ams whatever. 
What makes this omission the more lemnikahlc is, that 
the situation of the place is calculated both to facilitate 
their construction and. to rendei them necessary. Cin- 
cinnati is built on the side of a lull that begins to rise at 
the nvei’s edge , and weie it furnished with drams of the 
simplest ari angement, the heavy showeis of the climate 
would keep them constantly clean : as it is, these showers 
wash the higher streets, only to deposit their filth on the 
first level spot ; and this happens to be in the stiect second 
in importance to Main-street, running at right-angles to 
it, and containing most of the large warehouses of the* 
town. This deposit is a dreadful nuisance, and must be 
productive of miasma during the hot weather. 

The town is built, as I believe most American towns 
are, in scpiares, as they call them ; but these squares art 
the reverse of our’s, being solid instead of holknv. Each 
consists, or is intended to consist, when the plan of the 
city is completed, of a block of buildings fronting north, 
east, west, and south ; each house communicating with 
an alley, furnishing a back entrance. This plan would not 
be a bad one, were the town properly drained ; but as it is, 
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these alloys are horrible abominations, and must, 1 con- 
ceive, become worse with eveiy passing year. 

To the north Cincinnati is bounded by a ramie of 
lorest-covered bills, sufficiently stocj) and nigged to pie- 
vent their being #bydt upon, or easily cultivated, but not 
sufficiently high to command fiom then summits a view 
pf anv considerable extent. Deep and naiiow waki- 
eour&es, dr\ m shnnner, but bunging down heavy sti earns 
)u winter, dmde these hills into many sepantle heights, 
smd tins furnishes the only vanety the landscape oilers 
for many miles lound the town. The lovely Ohio is a 
beautiful fcatuie wherever it is\mbh;; but the only part 
of the city that lias the ad\antage of its beauty, is the 
Mieet neaiest to its bank. The bills of Kentucky, \vhich 
use at about t lie same distance fiom the nvei, on the 
opposite side, foim the southern houndaiv to the* basin 
m whu'h Cincinnati is built. 

On iii\st arming, I thouglit the many tice-covered hills 
•nound via y beautiful; but long befme my departure, J lelt 
weary of the conlmcd view, timt Salisbuiy Plain would 
have been an aga enable vanity. I doubt if any inhabitant 
•‘I Cincinnati evei inountid these lulls so often as m\self 
and my ehildien ; but it was rather loi the eiijo\ment of 
a fieer air, than for any beauty of piospeet, that we took 
oui daily (’limb. These lulls afford neither shtubs nor 
i flowers, but furnish the finest specimens of indlepote in 
the world; gnd the water-coin ses ate full of fossil pro- 
ductions. 

Jhe finest -tiers are neither large nor well grown, and 
r*o close as 1o be neaily knotted together at top: even 
jjtlie wild vine here loses its beauty ; foi its graceful festoons 
tear leaves only when they ieach the higher branches of 
ahe tree that supports them, both air and light being too 
scantily found below to admit of their doing more than 
a limbing wyth a hare stem till they reach a better atmo- 
sphere. The heih we call pennyioyul was the only one 
1 found m abundance, and that only on the brows, wheie 

S *he ground has been partially cleared ; vegetation C im- 
possible elsewhere, and it is this circumstance which makes 
he “eternal forests ” of America so detestable. A ear 
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New Oi leans the undergrowth of palmetto and pawpaw i> 
highly beautiful; but m Tennessee, Indiana, and Ohio, l 
never found the slightest beauty m the forest-scenery. 
Fallen trees in every posable stage of decay, and con- 
geries of leaves that have been lotting since the Hood, 
cover the giound and infect the air. The beautiful variety 
of foliage a fiord ed by evei greens never ol curs ; and in Ten- 
nessee, and that part of Ohio tint smiounds Cincinnati, 
even the sterile beauty of locks is wanting. On crossing' 
the water to Kentucky the scene is gicatiy improved ; 
beech and chestnut, of magnificent growth, border thot 
beautiful river; the ground has been well cleared, and the 
herbage is excellent : the pawpaw grows abundantly, and 
is a splendid shmb, though it beats neither fi nit noi fiowei • 
so far north. The noble tulip-tiee flemishes here, and 
blooms profusely. 

The river Ticking flows into the Ohio nearly opposite 1 
Cincinnati; it is a pretty winding stieam, and two oi 
three miles from its mouth has a brisk rapid dancing 
among white stones, which, m the absence of bettei 
rocks, we found very picturesque. 


CHAPTER V. 

( I\( INN All i OR l hi - FARM. M R. F U l I Of k. 

Though I do not quite sympathise until those who 
consider Cincinnati as one of the wonders of the earth, I 
certainly think it a city of extraordinary size and impor- 
tance, when it is remembered that thirty years ago the 
aboriginal forest occupied the ground wheie w it stands, 
and every month appears to extend its limits and its 
wealth. 

Some of the native political economists assert, that this 
rapid conversion of a bear-brake into a prosperous city is 
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the result of free political institutions ; not being very 
deep in such matters, a more obvious cause suggested 
itself to me, in the unceasing goad winch necessity ap- 
plies to industry in this country, and m the absence of all 
resource for the,, idle. During nearly two years that I 
lesided in Cincinnati, or its neighbourhood, 1 neither saw 
a beggar, uor a* man of sufficient fortune to permit his 
ceasing Ins efibrts to mciease it: thus every bee m the 
hive is actively employed in search of that honey ot 
Hybla, vulgarly called money ; neithei art, science, learn- 
ing, nor pleasure, can seduce them from its pursuit. 
This unity of pm pose, backed by tl*e spirit of enterprise, 
and joined with an acuteness, and absence of probity 
where interest is concerned, which might set canny* York- 
shire at defiance, may well go far towards obtaining its 
purpose. 

The low rate of taxation, too, unquestionably permits a 
more rapid accumulation of individual wealth than with 
us; hut, till l had travelled through America, I had no 
idea how much of the money collected in taxes returns 
among the people, not only in the purchase of what their 
industry furnishes, hut in the actual enjoyment of what 
is furnished. Were 1 an English legislator, instead of 
sending Sedition to the Tower, 1 would send her to make 
a tour of the United States. I had a little leaning to- 
wards Sedition myself when I set out ; hut before 1 had 
half completed my tour, I was <pute*cured. 

1 have read much of the “ few and simple wants of 
rational man,” and I used to give a sort of dreamy ac- 
quiescence to the reasoning that went to prove each 
added want an added woe. Those who reason in a com* 
foi table London drawing-room know little about the mat- 
ter. Were the aliments which sustain life all that we 
wanted, the faculties of the hog might suffice us ; but if 
we analyse an hour of enjoyment, we shall find that it is 
made up of agreeable sensations occasioned by a thou- 
sand delicate impressions on almost as many nerves ; 
where these nerves are sluggish from never having been 
awakened, external objects are less important, for they 
are less perceived ; but where the whole machine of the 

D 
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human frame is in full activity, where every sense brings 
home to consciousness its touch of pleasme or ot pain, 
then every object that meets the senses is mi])oitant as a 
vehicle of happiness 01 misery. But let no frames so 
tempeicd visit the United States; or ifr-they do, let it be 
with no longer pausing than will stoic the memory with 
images, which, by the foice of contrast, shall- sweeten the 
future. 


“ (iu.it (la e passa ((3 poi) rag'ioniam di lot.” 

The “ simple” manner of living in Western America 
was moie distasteluUto me front its levelling effects on 
the manneis of the people, than from the personal pri- 
vations that it rendered necessary; and Act, till 1 was 
without them, 1 was m no device aware of the many 
pleasurable sensations domed from the little elegances 
and lelinements cnjo\ed by the middle classes in Europe. 
There vveie many cncumstances, too trifling even for my 
gossiping pages, which pressed themselves daily and 
hourly upon us, and which forced us to lememlx r pain- 
fully that we were not at home. Jt regimes an abler pen 
than mine to trace the’connection which i am peisuadcd 
exists between these deficiencies and the minds and man- 
ners of the people. All animal wants aie supplied pro- 
fusely at Cincinnati, and at a very easy rate; but, alas! 
these go but a little way m the history of a day’s enjoy- 
ment. The total and universal want of good, or even 
pleasing, manners, both m males and females, is so re- 
markable, that I was constantly endeavouring to account 
for it. It eeitandy docs not proceed from want of in- 
tellect : I have listened to much dull and heavy conver- 
sation m America, but raiely to any that I could stnctly 
call sillv (if I except the everywhere privileged class of 
very young ladies). They appear to me to have clear 
heads and active intellects- — to be more ignorant on sub- 
jects that are only of conventional value, than on such as 
are of intrinsic importance; but there is no charm, no 
grace m then conversation. I very seldom, during my 
wdiole stay in the country, heaid a sentence elegantly 
turned, and correctly pronounced from the lips of an 
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Ameiican. There js always something either in the ex- 
piession or the accent that jais the feelings and shocks 
the taste.* 

I will not pretend to decide whether nmn is better or 
worse off lor* requiring refinement in the manners and 
customs of the society that siiriounds him, and for being 
incapable of enjoyment without them; but in Amenca, 
tlmt polish which removes the coarser and rougher parts 
of our nature, is unknown and undreamed of. There is 
much substantial comfort, and some display in the larger 
cities — in many of the more obvious features they aie as 
Pans or as London, l^eing all larje assemblies of active 
and intelligent human beings; but yet they arc wonder- 
fully unlike in nearly all their moral features. Now Cod 
forbid ! that any leasonable Ameiican (of whom there are 
so many millions) should ever come to ask me what I 
me an ; 1 should lind it very difficult, nay, perhaps, utterly 

* in most instances though perhaps not quite in all, many of these 
obsoiv ations are inapplicable to the lnghei classes ol society in the 
Atlantic cities. r J here an* mansions, foi instance, m all of them, where- 
in little 01 nothin'; which can be inquired b\ the most lefined habits of 
the* educated middle classes, is so conspicuously wanting as In deseive 
the icmaiks made m the text , nay, in many of them, as the leader will 
find distmetlv stated m the description of the best houses at New York, 
the richness of the deeoiations exceed what it i*» usual to find among pei- 
sons of similar rank in Isui ope. Nevertheless, the text may stand un- 
challenged as referring to that portion of the Union which it was in- 
tended to desc i ibe. As to what follows, relating to the oidinaiy tone 
of c onveisation, if must in truth be allowed to have had in the ^ear 
Pi 31 a much more extended application. The mteicoursc with Eng- 
land, whic h, happily Jt is to be hoped foi both countries, has increased, 
arid is daily so lapully increasing between us, must speedily rendei the 
remark as obsolete as that of Madame de Stael, who describes English 
ladie-% of the highest lank as silting for hours superintending the boiling 
of the tea-kettle, while awaiting the termination of the bacchanalian oi~ 
gics of then husbands. Tut such lingering tea-dririkmgs have been in 
England, and mk h heavy and ungraceful conversation has been heard 
to diawl through the drawing-rooms of the republic. On our part we 
cruple not*to acknowledge our obligation to the neighboms who have 
^Lught us, duting the intimate mteicoursc of the last twenty years, to 
imend ihe above-mentioned abomination indifferently w r ell , nor will 
oui trans-atlantie brothers and sisters, now become our neighbours too, 
long leiuse to confess, that nothing but a personal familiarity wdli their 
avowed models could suffice to obliterate all national dissimilarity of 
manners. 
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impossible, to explain myself ; but, on the other hand, no 
European who has visited the Union, will find the least 
difficulty in understanding me. I am in no way compe- 
tent to judge of the political institutions of America; and 
if l should occasionally make an observation on their 
effects, as they meet my superficial glance, they will be 
made in the spirit and with the feeling of a woman, who 
is apt to tell what her first impressions may be, ()ut 
unapt to reason back from effects to their causes. Such 
observations, if they be unworthy of much attention, are 
also obnoxious to little reproof; but there are points of 
national peculiarity of 1 which women may judge as ably 
as men, — all that constitutes the external of society may 
be fairly trusted to us. 

Captain Hall, when asked what appeared to him to 
constitute the greatest difference between England and 
America, replied, like a gallant sailor, “ the want of 
loyalty. " Were the same question put to me, I should 
answer, u the want of refinement/' 

Were Americans, indeed, disposed to assume the plain 
unpretending deportment of the Switzer, in the days of 
his picturesque simplicity (when, however, he never chew- 
ed tobacco), it would be in bad taste to censure him: 
but this is not the case; Jonathan will be a fine gen- 
tleman, but it must be in his own way — is he not a free- 
born American? Jonathan, however, must remember, 
that if he will challenge competition with the old world, 
the old world will now and then look out to see how he 
supports his pretensions. 

With their hours of business, whether judicial or mer- 
cantile, civil or military, I have nothing to do ; I doubt 
not they are all spent wisely and profitably : but what 
are the hours of recreation 7 — those hours that with us 
are passed in the enjoyment of all that art can win from 
nature ; when, if the elaborate repast be mo-e deeply 
relished than sages might approve, it is ledeemed from 
sensuality by the presence of elegance and beauty. What 
is the American pendant to this? I will not draw any 
comparisons between a good dinner-party in the two 
countries — I have heard American gentlemen say, that 
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they could perceive no difference between them - but m 
speak me- of general manners, 1 may observe that it is 
rarely they dine m society, except m taverns and board 
ms, -houses. J hen they eat with the greatest possible 
rapidity, and in, total silence. I have heard it said by 
Ameiican ladies, that the hours of greatest emovmeni t" 
the gentlemen were those m which a glass of mint inlan 
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el the more contented with our own. The more un- 
like a country through which we travel is to all we 
nave left, the more we are likely to be amused ; every 
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thing in Cincinnati had this newness; and I should have 
thought it a place delightful to visit, but to tarry there 
was not to feel at home. 

My home, however, for a time it was to be. We heard 
on every side, that of all the known places on “the globe 
called earth,” Cincinnati was the most favourable for a 
young man to settle m ; and 1 only awaited the arrival of 
Mr. T. to fix our son there, intending to continue with 
him till he should feel himself sufficiently established. 
We accordingly determined upon making ourselves as 
eomfoi table as possible. I took a larger house, which, 
however, I did not obtain without yonsiderable difficulty, 
as, notwithstanding fourteen handled new dwellings had 
been erected the preceding year, the demand for houses 
greatly exceeded the supply. We became acquainted 
with several amiable people, and we beguiled the anxi- 
ous mteival that preceded Mr. IVs joining us, by frequent 
excursions in the neighbourhood, which not only atfoided 
us amusement, but gave us an opportunity of obseivmg 
the mode of life of the country people. 

We visited one farm which intei ested us particularly 
from its wild and lonely situation, and from the entire 
dependence of the inhabitants upon their own resources. 
It was a partial clearing in the very heait of the forest. 
The house was built on the side of a hill, so steep that a 
high ladder was necessary to enter the front door, while 
the back one opened against the lull side: at the foot of 
this sudden eminence ran a clear stream, whose bed had 
been deepened into a little reservoir, just opposite the 
house. A noble field of Indian corn stretched away into 
the forest on one side, and a lew half-cleared acres, with 
a shed or two upon them, occupied the other, giving ac- 
commodation to cows, horses, pigs, and chickens innu- 
merable. Immediately before the house was a small po- 
tato-garden, with a few peach and apple treesfc. The 
house was built of logs, and consisted of two rooms, 
besides a little shanty or lean-to, that was used as a 
kitchen. Both rooms were comfortably furnished with 
good beds, drawers, &c. The farmer’s wife, and a young 
woman who looked like her sister, were spinning, and 
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three little children were playing about. The woman told 
me that they spun and wove all the cotton and woollen 
garments of the family, and knit all the stock mys ; her 
husband, though not a shoemaker by trade, made* all the 
shoes. She martufaetuied all the soap and candles they 
used, and preened her sugar fiom the sugar-! ices on 
thejr farm. All she wanted with money, she said, was to 
buy coffee, tea, and whisky ; and she could “ gpt enough 
any day by sending a batch of butter and chicken to 
maiket.' 7 They used no wheat, nor sold any of their 
corn, which, though it appealed ji \eiy huge quantity 
w T as not more than they lequued io make then hi cad and 
cakes of vanous kinds, and to feed all their live stock 
dining the winter. She did not look m health, and said 
they had all had ague m the fall hut she seemed 
contented and proud of her independence ; though it was 
in somewhat a mournful accent that she said, “Tis 
strange to us to see company. I expect the sun may rise 
and set a bundled times, before 1 shall see another human 
that does not belong to the family/' 

j have been minute in the descnption of this forest- 
farm, as 1 think it the best specimen I saw of the 
hack-woods’ independence, of which so much is said m 
America. These people were indeed independent, Ro- 
hmson Crusoe was hardly more so, and they eat and drink 
abundantly ; but yet it seemed t<^ me that there was 
something awful and almost unnatural m their loneliness. 
No village bell ever summoned them to prayer, where 
they might meet the friendly greeting of then fellow-men. 
When they die, no spot sacied by ancient reverence will 
receive their bones — Religion will not breathe her sweet 
and solemn farewell upon their graves; the husband or 
the father will dig the pit that is to hold them, beneath 
the neatest tree; he will himself deposit them witlnn it, 
and the vtmd that whispers through the boughs will be 
their only requiem : but then they pay neithei taxes nor 
tithes, are never expected to pull off a hat or to make a 
courtesy, and wall live and die without homing or uttcimg 
the dreadful words, “ God save the king.” 
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About two miles below Cincinnati, on the Kentucky 
side of the river, Mr. Bullock, the well-known proprietor 
of the Egyptian Hall, has bought a large estate, with a 
noble house upon it. lie and his amiable wife were de- 
voting themselves to the embellishment of the house and 
grounds; and certainly there is more tasU and art lavish- 
ed on one of their beautiful saloons, tin n all Western 
America can show elsewhere. It is impossible to help 
feeling that Mr. Bullock is rather out of Ins element m 
this remote spot ; and the gems of art he has brought with 
him, show as strangely theie, as would a bouer of roses 
in Siberia, or a Cincinnati fashionable at Almack’s. The 
exquisite beauty of the spot, commanding one of the 
finest reaches of the Ohio, the extensive gardens, and 
the large and hand:>ome mansion, have tempted Mr. Bul- 
lock to spend a large sum in the purchase of this place; 
and if any one who has passed his life in London, could 
endure such a change, the active mind and sanguine 
spirit of Mr. Bullock might enable him to do it; but his 
frank, and truly English hospitality, and his enlightened 
and inquiring mind, seamed sadly wasted there. I have 
since heard with pleasure, that Mr. Bullock has parted 
with this beautiful, but secluded mansion. 


CHAPTER VI. 


SERVANTS. SOCIFI Y. EVENING PARTIT S. 

The greatest difficulty in organising a family establish- 
men in Ohio, is getting servants, or, as it is there called, 
“ getting help for it is more than petty treason to the 
republic to call a free citizen a & tenant. The whole 
class of young women, whose bread depends upon their 
labour, are taught to believe that the most abject poverty 
is preferable to domestic service. Hundreds of half-naked 
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girls work in the paper-mills, or in any other manufac- 
tory, for less than half the wages they would receive in 
service ; but they think their equality is compromised by 
the latter, and nothing but the wish to obtain some parti- 
cular article ofYirterv will ever induce them to submit to 
it. A kind fueled, however, exerted herself so effectually 
for jne, that a t # all stately lass soon presented herself, say- 
ing, “ I he come to help you.” The intelligence was very 
agreeable, and 1 welcomed her in the most gracious man- 
ner possible, and asked what I should give her by the 
year. 

“ O Gimini ! ” exclaimed the clamsel, with a loud 
laugh, “you be a downright Englishei, suie enough. I 
should like to see a young lady engage by the year in 
America ! I hope I shall get a husband before many 
months, or I expect I shall be an outnght old maid, for 
1 be most seventeen already : besides, ma\hap 1 may want 
to go to school. You must just give me a dollar and a 
half a week, and mother’s slave Phillis, must come over 
onee a week, 1 expect, from t’other side the water, to help 
me clean.” 

1 agreed to the bargain, of eouYse with all dutiful sub- 
mission ; and seeing she was preparing to set to work 
in a veliow dress, pat sane with red roses, I gently hinted, 
that I thought it was a pity to spoil so fine a gown, and 
that she had better change it. 

“ T is just my best and my worst, ’ she answered ; “ for 
1 ve got no other.” 

And in truth I found that this young lady had left the 
paternal mansion with no more clothes of any kind than 
what she had on. I immediately gave her money to pur- 
chase what was necessary for cleanliness and decency, and 
set to work with my daughters to make her a gown. 
She grinned applause when our labour was completed ; 
but never*uttered the slightest expression of gratitude for 
that, or for any thing else we could do for her. She was 
constantly asking us to lend her different articles of 
dress, and when we declined it, she said, “ Well, 1 never 
seed such grumpy folks as you be; there is several young 
ladies of my acquaintance what goes to live out now and 
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then with the old women about the town, and they and 
their gurls always lends them what they a^ks for; i guess 
you Ingbsh thinks we should poison your things, just as 
bad as if we was negurs 77 Here 1 beg to assure the 
reader, that whenever 1 give 1 conversations.,* they were not 
made a /otsn , but were written down immediatelv after 
they occulted, with all the verbal fidelity my memory 
permitted. 

This young lady left me at the end of two months; 
because 1 refused to lend her money enough to buy a 
silk dress to go to a hall, saying, “ Then ’t is notwoith my 
whik to stay any longer.” 

1 cannot imagine it possible that such a state of things 
can be desirable, or beneficial to any of the patties con- 
cerned. I might occupy a bundled pages on the subject, 
and yet fail to give an eduprate idea of the soic, angry, 
ever-wakeful pride that seemed to torment these poor 
wretches. In many of them it was so excessive, that all 
feeling of displeasuie, or even of ridicule, was lost in pity. 
One of these was a pretty girl, whose natural disposition 
must have berm gentle and Lind ; but her good feelings 
Mere souied, and her gentleness turned to morbid sensi- 
tiveness, by having heard a thousand and a thousand 
times that she was as good as any other lady ; that all 
men were equal, and women too ; and that it was a sin 
and a shame lor a free-born American to be treated like 
a servant. 1 

When she found she was to dine in the kitchen, she 
turned up her pretty lip, and said, “ 1 guess that’s cause 
you don’t think 1 hn good enough to eat with you. You ’ll 
find that won’t do here/' L found afterwards that she 
rarely etc any dinner at all, and generally passed the time 
in tears. J did everything in my power to conciliate 
and make her happy, but I am sure she hated me. I 
gave her very high wages, and she stayed till she had 
obtained several expensive articles of dress, and then, un 
beau malm , she came to me full dtessed, and said, “ I 
must go” — “When shall you return, Charlotte?” — “I 
expect you ’ll see no moie of me.” And so we parted. 
Her sister was also living with me_; but her wardrobe was 
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not yet completed, and she remained some weeks longer, 
till it was. 

I lear it may be called bad taste to say so much con- 
cerning my domestics; but, nevertheless, the cncumstances 
aie so charactemsVic of Amenou, that 1 must recount 
another history 1 elating to them. A few (lavs altei the 
departure of my Ambitious belle, my cues for “Help” 
had been so etleetual, that anothei young ladv picsented 
heiself, with the usual preface “ 1 ’m come to help you.” 
I had been cautioned never to ask for a refeience lor cha- 
rade! , as it would not only lob me of that help, but en- 
tnely pi event my e\ei getting another ; so, five minutes 
altei she enteied, she was installed, bundle and all, as a mem- 
hei of the family. She was by no means handsome? but 
tlieic was an air of simple fiankness in bet manner that 
won us all. For my own pait I thought L had got a second 
.Game Deans; lbr she lerounted to me histones of her 
early youth, wheiem her plain good sense 1 and stiong 
inmd had enabled her to win her way thtough a host 
of cruel >tep-mothers, faithless loveis, and cheating bro- 
thers. Among othei things, she told me, with the ap- 
peaiance of much emotion, that she had found, since she 
came to town, a erne for all hei sorrows. ‘‘Thanks, and 
piaise for it, 1 have got religion!” and then she asked 
d I would spate hei to go to meeting every Tuesday and 
Thursday evening: “You shall not have to want me, 
Mis. Tiollope; for our minister know! that we have all 
oiu duties to pci form to man, as well as to God, and 
lie makes the meeting late in the evening that they may 
out eioss one another/’ Who could refuse 7 Not 1 ; and 
Nancy had leave to go to meeting two evenings m the 
Week, besides Sundays. 

One night that the musquitoes had found their way 
imder my net, and prevented my sleeping, I heard some 
uue enter tjie house very late ; I got up, went to the top 
J f the stairs, and, by the help of a bright moon, recog- 
nised Nancy's best bonnet. I called to her ; “ You aie 
^ery late/’ said I, “ what is the reason of it ? ” — “ O 
Mrs. Trollope,” she replied, “ 1 am late, indeed 1 Wc 
Tave this night had seventeen souls added to our flock. 
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May they live to bless this night ! But it has been a 
long sitting, and very warm ; I’ll just take a drink of 
water, and get to bed; vou shaVt find me later in the 
morning for it.” Nor did I. She was an excellent ser- 
vant, and performed more than was expected from her; 
moreover, she always found tune to read the Bible 
several tunes in the day, and I seldom saw her occupied 
about any thing without observing that she had placed it 
near her. 

At last she fell sick with the cholera,* and her life was 
despaired of. I nursed her with great care, and sat up, 
the gieatest part of two nights with her. She was often 
delirious, and all her wandering thoughts seemed to ram- 
ble to heaven. “ I have been a sinner,” she said, “ but 
I am safe in the Lord Jesus.” When she recovered, she 
asked me to let her go into the country for a few days, 
to change the air, and begged me to lend her three 
dollars. 

While she was absent, a lady called on me, and in- 
quired, with some agitation, if my servant, Nancv 
Fletcher, weie at home. I replied that she was gone 
into the country. “Thank God !” she exclaimed, “never 
let her enter your doors again ; she is the most abandon- 
ed woman in the town : a gentleman who knows vou, 
has been told that she lives with you, and that she boasts 
of having the power of entering your house at any hour 
of the night.” She told me manv other circumstances, 
unnecessary to repeat, but all tending to prove that she 
was a very dangerous inmate. 

I expected her home the next evening, and I believe 
I passed the interval m meditating how to get rid of hei 
without an ccfairusscment. At length she arrived, and 
all my study having faded to supply me with any other 
reason than the real one for dismissing her, I stated it at 
once. Not the slightest change passed over t her counte- 
nance, but she looked steadily at me, and said, in a very 
civil tone, “ I should like to know who told you.” 1 
replied that it could be of no advantage to her to know, 

* Not the Asiatic cholera, which at that time had not visited Ame- 
rica. 
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and that I wished her to go immediately. “ I am ready 
to go/' she said, m the same quiet tone ; “ hut what will 
vou do tor your thiee dollais V ' — “ I must do without 
them, Nancy : good morning to you.” — “ 1 must ]ust put 
up my tilings,” she* said, and left the room. About half 
an hour aftet wards, when we weie all assembled at din- 
ner, she entered with her usual civil composed air, 
“Well, I am come to wish you all good b’ye,” and with a 
friendly good-humoured smile she left us. 

This adventure frightened me so heartily, that, notwith- 
standing I had the dread of cooking my own dinner be- 
foie my eves, I would not take any moie young ladies 
into my family without receiving some slight sketch of 
their fonner history. At length 1 met with a very worthy 
Fienchwoman, and soon after wuth a tidy English girl, 
to assist her ; and 1 had the good fortune to keep them 
till a short time befoie my departure : so, happily, 1 have 
no more misfortunes of this natuie to relate. 

Such being the difficulties respecting domestic arrange- 
ments, it is obvious, that the ladies who aie brought up 
amongst them cannot have leisuie foi any gieat develope- 
mentofmmd; it is, in fact, out *of the question: and, 
leuiembenng this, it is more surprising that some among 
them should he very pleasing, than that none should be 
highly instructed. 

Had l passed as many evenings in company in any 
other town that I ever visited as i £bd m Cincinnati, 1 
should have been able to give some little account of the 
conversations I had listened to ; but, upon reading over 
my notes, and then taxing my memory to the utmost to 
supply the deficiency, I can scarcely find a trace of any 
thing that deserves the name. Such as I have, shall be 
given in their place. Bat, whatever may he the talents 
ot the persons who meet together in society, the very 
diape, forng, and arrangement of the meeting is sufficient 
to paralyze conversation. The women invariably herd to- 
gether at one part of the room, and the men at the other ; 
hut, in justice to Cincinnati, I must acknowledge that 
this arrangement is by no means peculiar to that city, or 
to the western side of the Alieghanies. Sometimes a 
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small attempt al music produces a partial re-union ; a few 
of the most daunt; youths, animated by the consciousness 
of curled hair and smart waistcoats, appioach the piano- 
forte, and begin to mutter a little to tlm half-grown 
pretty things, who are comparing with. oAe another “ how 
many cpnuteiV music thev have had.” Where the man- 
sion is of sufficient dignity to have two drawing-rooms, 
the piano, the little ladies, and the slender gentle- 
men, aie left to themselves, and on such occasions the 
sound of laughter is often heard to issue fioin among 
them. But the fate of the more dignified personages/ 
who aie left m the tftliei room, is extiemely dismal. Tin 
gentlemen spit, talk of elections and the pi ice of pioduee, 
and "spit again. The ladies look at each other s di esse.- 
till they know every pin by heart, talk of Faison Some- 
body’s last sermon oil the day of judgment, on Dr. 
T’otheibody’s new pills for dvspepsia, till the “ tea*’ i> 
announced, when they all console themselves togethei 
for whatever they may have suifeicd in keeping awake, b\ 
taking more tea, coffee, hot cake and custard, hoe cake, 
johnny cake, waffle cake, and dodgei cake, pickled 
peaches and preseivod cucumbers, ham, tui key, hung 
beef, apple-sauce, and pickled oysters, than ever wen 
prepared m any other coimtrv of the known woild. After 
this massive meal is over, they ieturn to the diawmg- 
100m, and it always appeared to me that they lemamed 
together as long asfthey could hear it, and then they rise 
rn mattbc, cloak, bonnet, shawl, and exit. 


C HAPTER VII. 


MAPkH. MUS! I'M. — PTnURF, GAT I I RY. AC 4 DTM Y OF FINT ARTS.— 

DRAWING StllOOI. 1*11 Rb NO LOG 1C A L SOC1LTY. — MISS VVRICIir’fe LE< ' 

TL RF. 


Perhaps the most advantageous feature in Cincinnati 
is its market, which, for excellence, abundance, and 
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cheapness, can hardly, 1 should think, be surpassed in 
any part of the world, if f except the luxury of fruits, 
which are very mfenor to any I have seen in Em ope. 
There ate no butchers, fishmongers, or indeed any shops 
for eatables, except bahvi ics t as they are ('ailed, in the 
town ; everything must be purchased at maiket ; and to 
accomplish this, the busy housewife must be stirring be- 
times, 01 , ’spite of the abundant supply, she will find her 
hopes of breakfast, dinner, and supper for ihe day de- 
feated, the maiket being pretty well over by eight 
a)\ look. 

The beef is excellent, and the highest price when we 
were theie, four cent-, (about two-pence) the pound. The 
mutton was mfenor, and so was veal to the eye, fmt it 
ate well, though not very fat ; the pi ice was about the 
same. The pouitiy was excellent; fowls or full-sized 
chickens, ready for table, twelve cents, but much less 
if bought alive, and not (pnte fat , tui keys about fifty 
('cuts, and geese the same. The Ohio furnishes several 
soils of fish, some of them very good, and always to be 
found cheap and abundant m the maiket. Eggs, butter, 
nearly all kinds of vegetables, excellent and at moderate 
prices. Fiom June till December, tomatoes (the «reat 
luxuiy of the American table m the opinion of most Euro- 
peans) may lie found m the highest perfection in the mar- 
bet for about sixpence the peek. They have a great variety 
of beans unknown m England, particularly the Lima- bean, 
the seed of which is dressed like the French haricot; it 
furnishes a vuy abundant crop, and is a most delicious 
vegetable; could it be naturalized with us, it would be a 
valuable acquisition. The Windsor, or broad-bean, will 
not do well there; Mi. Bullock had them in bis garden, 
w here they were cultivated with much care ; they grew 
about a foot high, and blossomed, but the pod never 
ripened. 411 the fruit 1 saw exposed for sale m Cincin- 
nati was most miseiable. I passed two summers there, 
but never tasted a peach worth eating. Of apricots and 
nectannes I saw none; strawberries very small, rasp- 
beiries much wotse ; gooseberries very few, and quite un- 
datable ; currants about half the size of ours, and about 
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double the price ; grapes loo sour for tarts ; apples abun- 
dant, but very indifferent, none that would be thought 
good enough for an English table ; pears, cherries, and 
plums, most miserably bad. The flowers of these regions 
were at least equally infenor : whether, this proceeds from 
want of cultivation, or horn peculiarity of soil, I know 
not ; but after leaving Cincinnati, i was told by a gentle- 
man who appeared to understand the subject, that the* 
state of Ohio had no indigenous flowers or fruits. The 
watei -melons, which in that warm climate furnish a de- 
lightful refreshment, were abundant and cheap ; but all 
other melons very infenor to those of France, or even of 
England when ripened in a common hot-bed. 

Fiom the almost total want of pasturage near the city, 
it is difficult for a stranger to divine how milk is furnished 
foi its supply ; but we soon learnt that there aie more j 
ways than one of keeping a cow. A large propoition of' 
the families in the town, particularly of the poorer class, 
have one, though appai ently without any accommodation 
whatever for it. These animals are fed morning and 
evening, at the door of the house, with a good mess of 
Indian corn, boiled with water ; while they eat, they arc! 
milked, and when the operation is completed, the milk-! 
pail and the meal-tub retieat into the dwelling, leaving 
the republican cow to walk away, to take her pleasure on, 
the hills, or m the gutteis, as may suit her fancy best 
They generally rettfrn very icguhnly to give and take the 
morning and evening meal; though it more than once 
happened to us, before we were supplied by a regular milk- 
cart, to have our jug sent home empty, with the sad news 
that “ the cow was not come home, and it was too late tc 
look foi her to bieakfast now.” Once, 1 remember, the) 
good woman told us that she had overslept herself, and 
that the cow had come and gone again, “ not liking, I ex- 
pect, to hanker about by herself for nothing, poor tiling 

Cincinnati has not many lions to boast of, but amomi 
them are two museums of natural history ; both of the&t” 
contain many respectable specimens, particulaily that oti 
Mr. Dorfeuille, who has, moreover, some highly interesting! 
Indian antiquities. He is a man of taste and science, butj 
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a collection formed strictly according to their dictates 
would by no means satisfy the western metropolis. Tin* 
people have a most extravagant passion for wax figures, 
and the two museums vie with each other in displaying 
specimens of tills* barbarous bianch of art. As Mi. Dor- 
fu i lie cannot tiust to his science for attracting the citi- 
zens, he has out bis ingenuity into requisition, and this 
has proved to him the suier aid of the two. He has con- 
structed a pMuhrmomum in an upper story of his mu- 
seum, m winch he has congregated all the images of hor- 
ror that lus fertile fancy could devise; dwarfs that by 
machinery grow into gupits before the eyes of the specta- 
toi ; imps of ebony with eyes of flame ; monstrous reptiles 
devouring youth and beauty ; lakes of tire, and mountains 
of ice ; in short, wax, paint, and springs have done won- 
ders. “ To give the scheme some more effect/’ he makes 
it visible only through a grate of massive non bars, among 
which are arranged wires connected with an electrical 
machine in a neighbouring chamber ; should any daring 
hand or foot obtiude itself within the bars, it receives a 
smart shock, that often passes through many of the crowd, 
and the cause being unknown, the effect is exceedingly 
comic ; terror, astonishment, curiosity, all are set m action, 
and all eontiibute to make “ Dorfuille’s Hell” one of the 
most amusing exhibitions imaginable. 

There is also a picluie gallery at Cincinnati, and this 
was a circumstance of much interest to us, as our friend 
Mr. H., who had accompanied Miss Wright to America, 
in the expectation of finding a good opening in the line 
of historical painting, intended commencing his experi- 
ment at Cincinnati. It would be invidious to describe 
the picture gallery; I have no doubt, that some years 
hence it will present a very different appearance. Mr. 
H. was very kindly leceived by many of the gentlemen of 
the city, amd though the stale of the fine arts there gave 
him hut little hope that he should meet with much success, 
he immediately occupied himself m painting a noble his- 
torical picture of the landing of General Lafayette at Cin- 
cinnati. 

Perhaps the clearest proof of the little feeling for art 

£ 
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that existed at that time in Cincinnati, may be diavvn from 
the result of an experiment originated by a German , who 
taught drawing there. He conceived the project of form- 
ing a chartered academy of fine arts ; and he succeeded 
m the beginning to his utmost wish,<op rather 4k they 
fooled him to the top of his bent.” Three thousand dol- 
lars were subscribed, that is to say, names were written 
against different sums tothat amount; a house was chosen; 
and filially, application was made to the government, and 
the chaiter obtained, rehearsing foimally the names of the 
subscribing members, the professors, and the officers. So 
far did the steam of their zeal impel them, but at this point 
it was let off; the affair stood still, and I never heard the 
academy of fine arts mentioned afterwards. 

This same German gentleman, on seeing Mr. Il’s 
sketches, was so well pleased with them, that he immedi- 
ately proposed his joining him in his drawing school, with 
an agreement, I believe, that his payment from it shouldbe 
five hundred dollars a year. Mr. 11. accepted the proposal, 
hut the union did not last long, and the cause of its disso- 
lution wais too Amencan to lie omitted. Mr. II. prepared 
his models, and attended the class, winch was numerous, 
consisting both of boys and girls. He soon found that 
the “ sage called Deeipline v was not one of the assistants, 
and he remonstrated against the constant talking, and 
running from one part of the room to another, but in vain; 
finding, however, that he could do nothing till this was 
discontinued, he wrote some rules, enforcing order, for 
the purpose of placing them at the door of the academy. 
When he showed them to his colleague, he shook his head 
and said, “ Very goot, very goot in Europe, but America 
boys and gals vill not bear it, dey vill do just vat dev 
please ; Suur, dey vould all go avay next day.” “ And 
you will not enforce these regulations a? neces&aires , Mon- 
sieur v ” “ O lar ! not for do vorld.” Eh foera,. Monsieur. 
1 must leave the young republicans to your management/' 
1 heard another anecdote that wull help to show the 
state of art at this time in the West. Mr. Bullock was 
showing to some gentlemen of the first standing, the ver\ 
ehte of Cincinnati, his beautiful collection of engravings, 
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when one among them exclaimed , “ Have you really done 
all these since you came here ! How hard you must have* 
worked !” 

I was also told of a gentleman of high Cincinnati ton, 
and ciitical in his taste for the fine arts, who, having a 
drawing put ni‘ # o his hands, icpiesentmg Hebe and the 
bird un]({uhde, # snered to Jupiter, demanded m a satirical 
tone, “ What is thi< “ Hebe,” replied the alarmed col- 
lector. “ Hebe,” snecied the man of taste, “ What the 
devil has Hebe to do with the American eagle?” 

We had not been long at Cincinnati when Dr. Caldwell, 
the Sptirzhcim of Amenta, amved there, for the purpose 
of deliveimg lectures on phrenology. I attended Ips lec- 
tuies, and was introduced to him. He has studied Spurz- 
heun and Combe diligently, and seems to understand the 
science to which he has devoted himself; but neither his 
lectures nor his conversation had that delightful truth of 
genuine enthusiasm, which makes listening to Di. Spurz- 
henn so great a treat. His lectures, however, produced 
considerable effect. Between twenty and tlmty of the 
most erudite citizens decided upon forming a phienological 
society. A meeting was called, and fully attended ; a re- 
spectable numbei of subscribers’ names was registered, 
the payment of subscriptions being arranged for a future 
day. Piesident, vice-president, treasurer, and secretary, 
were chosen, and the first meeting dissolved with every ap- 
peal ance of energetic perseverance m scientific research. 

The second meeting brought together one half of this 
learned body, and they enacted rules and laws, and passed 
resolutions, sufficient, it was said, to have filled three folios. 

A third day of meeting arrived, which was an important 
one, as on this occasion the subscriptions were to be paid. 
The treasurer came punctually, but found himself alone. 
With patient hope, he waited two hours for the wise men 
of the W^st, but he waited in vain : and so expired the 
Phrenological Society of Cincinnati. 

I had often occasion to remark that the spirit of enter- 
prise or improvement seldom glowed with sufficient aidour 
to resist the smothering effect of a demand for dollars. 
The Americans love talking. All great works, however, 



52 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


that promise a profitable result, aTe sure to meet support 
from men who have enterprise and capital sufficient to 
await the leturn ; but wheie thcie is nothing but gloi y, 0 / 
the gratification of taste to he expected, it is, 1 believe, 
very rarely that they give anything beyond “ their most 
sweet voices.” t 

Perhaps they are right. I 11 Europe we see fortunes 
crippled by a passion for statues, or foi pictures, or for 
books, or for gems; for all and every of the artificial wants 
that give grace to life, and tend to make man forget that 
he is a thing of clay. They are wiser in their generation 
on the other side the Atlantic ; 1 rarely saw anything that 
led to such oblivion theie. 

Soon after Dr. Caldwell’s departure, auolher lecturer 
appeared upon the scene, whose purpose of publicly ad- 
dressing the people was no sooner made known than the 
most violent sensaiion was excited. 

That a lady of fortune, family, and education, whose 
youth had been passed in the most refined circles of pri- 
vate life, should present herself to the people as a public 
lecturer, would naturally excite surprise any where, and 
the ml admit ari of the old world itself would hardly he 
sustained befoie such a spectacle ; but in America, where 
women are guarded by a seven-fold shield of habitual in- 
significance, it caused an effect that can hardly be de- 
scribed. “Miss Wright, of Nashoba, is going to lecture 
at the court-house,” sounded from street to street, and 
from house to house. I shared the surprise, but not the 
wonder ; I knew her extraordinary gift of eloquence, be 
almost unequalled command of words, and the wonderful 
power of her rich and thrilling voice; and 1 doubted not 
that if it was her will to do it, she had the power of com- 
manding the attention, and enchanting the ear of any 
audience befoie whom it was her pleasure to appear. I 
was most anxious to hear her, but was almosi deterred 
from attempting it, by the reports that reached me of the 
immense crowd that was expected. After many consulta- 
tions, and hearing that many other ladies intended going, 
my friend Mrs. P****, and myself, decided upon making 
the attempt, accompanied by a party of gentlemen, and 
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found the difficulty less than we anticipated, though the 
budding- was crowded in every part. We congratulated 
ourselves that we had had the courage to be among the 
number, for all my expectations fell far short of the splen- 
dour, the brilliance, the overwhelming eloquence of this 
extraordinary or# tor. 

Her lecture *was upon the nature of true knowledge, 
and it contained little that could be objected to by any 
sect or party ; it was intended as an introduction to the 
strange and startling theories contained in her subsequent 
lectures, and could alarm only by tjie hints it contained 
that the fabric of human wisdom could rest securely on 
no other base than that of human knowledge. • 

There was, however, one passage from which common- 
sense levolted ; it, was one wherein she quoted that phrase 
of mischievous sophistry, “ all men are born free and 
equal.” 

Tins false and futile axiom, which lias done, is doing, 
and will do so much harm to this fine country, came from 
Jetfeison ; and tiuly his life was a glorious commentary 
upon it. I pretend not to criticise Ins written wotks, but 
common-sense enables me to pronounce this, Ins favou- 
nte maxim, false. 

Few names are held in higher estimation in America 
than that of Jefferson ; it is the touchstone of the demo- 
cratic party, and all seem to agree that he was one of the 
greatest men ; yet I have heard his name coupled with 
deeds which would make the sous of Europe shudder. 
The facts I allude to are spoken openly by all, not whis- 
pered privately by a few ; and m a country where religion 
is the tea-table talk, and its strict observance a fashion- 
able distinction, these facts are recorded, and listened to, 
without horror, nay, without emotion. 

Mr. Jefferson is said to have been the father of children 
by almosfall his numerous gang of female slaves. These 
wretched offspring were also the lawful slaves of their fa- 
ther, and worked in his house and plantations as such ; 
m particular, it is recorded that it was his especial plea- 
sure to be waited upon by them at table, and the hospita- 
ble orgies for which his Montieello was so celebrated were 
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incomplete, unless the goblet he quaffed weie tendered by 
the trembling hand of his own slavish offspring.* 

I once heard it stated by a democratical adorer of this 
great man, that when, as it sometimes happened, his chil- 
dren by Quadroon slaves were white enough to escape sus- 
picion of their origin, he did not pursue dhcm if they at- 
tempted to escape, saying laughingly, “ Let' the rogues get 
off, if they can ; [ will not hinder them.” This was stated 
in a large party, as a proof of his kind and noble nature, 
and was received by all with approving smiles. 

If f know anything pf right or wrong — if virtue and vice 
he indeed something more than words, then was this great 
American an unprincipled tyrant, and most-heartless liber- 
tine. i 

But to return to Miss Wright — it is impossible to ima- 
gine anything moie striking than hei appearance. Hei 
tall and majestic figure, the deep and almost solemn ex- 
pression of her eyes, the simple contour of hei finely fonn- 
ed head, unadorned, excepting by it< own natural ringlets ; 
her garment of plain white muslin, which hung around hei 
in folds that recalled tin? drapery of a (drccian statue, all 
contributed to produce an effect unlike anything 1 had 
ever seen before, or ever expect to see again. 


CHAPTER VI 11. 


AHSINCJ 01 lMP.ru AVD PR1VA1I. AMIMMTM. (JUKI Ills \ \ D ( 11 MM 1 « . 

- — INri,VEN<! Ol Till HI IK.i.— \ It 1' VIVA 1. 

I never saw any people who appeared to live so much 
without amusement as the Cincinnatians. Billiards are 
forbidden by law, so are cards. To sell a pack of cards 

* Some years after my return fiom America, I met at Paris an Ame- 
ncan gentleman holding a diplomatic situation m that city, who assured 
me, that the real political principle* of Mr. Jefferson weie exactly the le- 
verse of what he publicly expressed, and that it was impossible any man 
could be less a. democrat at heart than he was. 
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m Ohio subjects the seller to a penalty of fifty dollars. 
They have no public balls, excepting, 1 think, six, during 
the Clmstmas holidays. They have no concerts. They 
have no dinner parties. 

They have a theatre, which is, in fact, the only public 
amusement of •this tristc little town; but they seem to 
care little alxJut it, and either from economy or distaste, 
it is veiy poorly attended. Ladies are rarely seen there, 
and by far the huger pioportion of females deem it an 
offence against leligion to witness the i ('presentation of 
a play. Jt is m the churches and chapels of the town 
that the ladies are to be seen in full costume: and T am 
tempted to believe that a stranger from the continent of* 
Europe would he inclined, on first reeonnoitenng the city, 
to suppose that the places of worship were the theatres 
and calcs of the place. No evening in the week but 
bungs ihrongs of the young and beautiful to the chapels 
and meeting-houses, all dressed with care, and some- 
times with gieat pietension ; it is there that all display is 
made, and all fashionable distinction sought. The pro- 
portion of gentlemen attending tjiese evening meetings is 
very small, but often, as might ho expected, a spi inkling 
of smart young clerks makes this sedulous display of 
ribbons and ringlets intelligible and natural. Weie it not 
for the churches, indeed, 1 think there might be a general 
bonfire of best bonnets, for I nciAer could discover any 
other use for them. 

The ladies are too actively employed in the interior of 
their houses to permit much parading in full dress foi 
morning visits. There are no public gardens or lounging 
shops of fashionable resort, and were it not for public 
worship, and private tea-drinkings, all the ladies in Cin- 
cinnati would be in danger of becoming perfect recluses. 

The influence which the ministers of all the innume- 
rable religious sects throughout America have on the 
females of their respective congregations, approaches very 
nearly to what we read of in Spain, or in other strictly 
Roman Catholic countries. There are many causes for 
this peculiar influence. Where equality of rank is affect- 
edly acknowledged by the rich, and clamorously claimed 
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by the poor, distinction and pre-eminence are allowed to 
the clergy only. This gives them high impoitance in the 
eyes of the ladies. 1 think, also, that it is from the clergy 
only that the women of America xeceive tliat smt of at- 
tention which is so dearly valued by every female heart 
throughout the world. With the priests of America the 
women hold that degree of influential importance which, 
in the countries of Europe, is allowed them throughout all 
orders and ranks of society, except, perhaps, the very 
lowest; and m return for this they seem to give their 
hearts and souls into tlyei 1 keeping. I never saw, or lead, 
of any country where religion had *so strong a hold upon 
the women, or a slighter hold upon the men. 

I mean not to assert that 1 met with no men of sincere- 
ly religious feelings, or with no women of no ichgious 
feelings at all ; but I fed peifectlv secure of being cor- 
rect as to the gieat majonty in the statement I have made. 

We had not been many months in Cincinnati when oui 
cuiiosity was excited by bearing the “levival” talked of 
by every one we met thiongbout the town. “The icvival 
will be very full” — “We shall be constantly engaged 
during the revival” — were the phrases we constantly 
heard repeated, and for a long time without m the least 
comprehending what was meant; but at length 1 learnt 
that the un-national church of America required to be 
roused, at regular intorvals, to greater energy and exer- 
tion. At these seasons the most enthusiastic of the clergy 
travel the country, and enter the cities and towns by 
scores, or by hundreds, as the accommodation of the 
place may admit, and for a week or fortnight, or, if the 
population be large, for a month ; they preach and pray 
all day, and often for a considerable portion of the night, 
in the various churches and chapels of the place. This is 
called a Revival. 

1 took considerable pains to obtain information on this 
subject ; but in detailing what I learnt I fear that it is 
probable I shall be accused of exaggeration ; all I can do 
is cautiously to avoid deserving it. The subject is highly 
interesting, and it would be a fault of no trifling nature 
to treat it with levity. 
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These itinerant clergymen are of all persuasions, I be- 
hove, except the Episcopalian, Catholic, Unitarian, and 
Quaker.* I heard of Presbytenans of all varieties; of 
liaptists of I know not how many divisions; and of Me- 
thodists of nioii! denominations than 1 can remember; 
whose innumerable shades of varying belief it would ic- 
< | uue much tune to explain and more to comprehend. 
They enter all the cities, towns, and villages of the Union 
m succession ; 1 could not learn with sufficient certainty 
to repeat, what the interval generally is between their 
visits. These itinerants are, for the»most part, lodged in 
the houses of their lespective followers, and every evening 
that is, not spent m the churches and meeting-houses, is 
<h voted to what would be called parties by others, but 
which they designate as prayer-meetings. Here they eat, 
drink, pray, sing, hear confessions, and make converts. 
To these meetings I never got invited, and theiefore 1 
have nothing but hearsay evidence to offer, but my infor- 
mation comes from an eye-witness, and one on whom I 
believe ] may depend. If one half of what I heaid may 
be believed, these social prayer-mootings are bv no means 
the least cunous, oi the least important part of the busi- 

iirSS. 

* 1 lie ctiIks who have from time to tune mproaclied me with undue 
seventy in my stnetmes on the domestic m. tuners oi the Ament ans, 
have said that a candid examination ot maftem at home would have 
shown me that what l reprobated mi^lit he found in England, as well 
•is m the United States. In most oases l have felt that this might be 
rebutted, not by altogether (lenwng the charne, but by showing that 
what I complained of m the Union as indicative oi impelled civilisation, 
if existing at all with us, could only he met with among persons in a 
much lower station of hie than any I have quoted as specimens of 
sex lety in America. 

Hut on the subject treated in the present chapter, justice compels me 
to avow that no such pleading can avail me. 

That such*fearful piofanatum oi the holy name of religion has rapid- 
ly mci eased among since the year 1827, in which I quitted England 
for America, is most sadly certain, and may account for its exhibition 
being as new to me, as it w^as painful. 1 he want of a national church, 
and of that guardian protection which its episcopal authority seems to 
promise against its desecration by the ever-virymg innovations of secta- 
rian licence, appealed to account foi all the" profanations 1 witnessed. 
Hut this explanation fails me now. 
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It is impossible not to smile at the close resemblance to 
be traced between the feelings of a first-rate Presbyterian 
or Methodist ladv, fortunate enough to have secured a 
favourite Itinerant for her meeting, and those of a first- 
rate London Blue, equally blest in the presence of a 
fashionable poet. Theie is a strong family likeness 
among us all the world over 

The best rooms, the best dresses, the choicest refresh- 
ments solemnise the meeting. While the party is assem- 
bling, the load-star of the hour is occupied in wluspenng 
con versal ions with tire guests as they auive. They are 
called hi others and sisters, and the greetings are very 
affectionate. When the room is full, the company, of 
whom a vast majority are always women, are invited, 
entreated, and coaxed to confess before their brothers 
and sisters, all their thoughts, faults, and follies. 

These confessions are strange scenes; ihe more they 
confess, the more invariably are they encouraged and 
caressed.-. When this is over, they all kneel, and the 
Itinerant prays extempore. They then eat and dunk ; 
and then they sing hymns, pray, exhort, sing, and pray 
again, till the excitement reaches a veiy high pitch in- 
deed. These scenes are going on at some house or other 
every evening during the revival, nay, at many at the 
same time, for the churches and meeting-houses cannot 
give occupation to lfalf the Itinerants, though they are 
all open throughout the day, and till a late hour in the 
night, and the officiating ministers succeed each other in 
the occupation of them. 

It was at the principal of the Presbyterian churches 
that 1 was twice witness to scenes that made me shud- 
der ; in describing one, 1 describe both, and every one ; 
the same thing is constantly repeated. 

It was in the middle of summer, but the service we 
were recommended to attend did not begin till it was 
dark. The church was well lighted, and crowded almost 
to suffocation. On entering, we found three priests stand- 
ing side by side, in a sort of tribune* placed where the 
altar usually is, handsomely fitted up with crimson eui- 
tairis, and elevated about as high as our pulpits. We 
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took our places in a pew close to the rail which sin- 
rounded it. 

The priest who stood in the middle was praying ; the 
prayer was extravagantly vehement, and offensively fami- 
liar in expressibn*; when tins ended, a hymn was sung, 
and tluai anothej priest took the centre place and pleach- 
ed. The sermon had considerable eloquence, but of a 



frightful kind. The preacher described with ghastly mi- 
nuteness, the last feeble fainting moments of human life, 
and then The gradual progress of decay after death, which 
he followed through every process up to the last loathsome 
stage of decomposition. Suddenly changing his tone, 
which had been that of sober accurate description, mto 
the shrill voice of horror, he bent forward his head, as if 
to gaze on some object beneath the pulpit. And as Re- 
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berra made known to Ivanhoe what she saw through the 
window, so the preacher made known to us what he saw 
in the' pit that seemed to open before him. The device 
was ceitainly a happy one for giving effect to his descrip- 
tion of hell. No image that tire, flame, brimstone, mol- 
ten lead, or red hot pincers could supply, with flesh, 
nerves, and sinews quivering under there, was omitted. 
The perspiration ran m streams from the face of the 
preacher ; his eyes rolled, his lips were covered with foam, 
and every feat u re had the deep expression of horroi it 
would have borne, had he, in truth, been gazing at the 
scene lie deseiibed. r The acting was excellent. At 
length he gave a languishing look to his supporters on 
each side, as if to express his feeble state, and then sat 
down, and wiped the drops of agony from his brow. 

The other two priests arose, and began to sing a hymn. 
It was some seconds before the congiegation could join 
as usual ; every up-turned face looked pale and hoiior- 
struck. When the singing ended, another took the 
centre place, and began m a sort of coaxing affectionate 
tone, to ask the congregation if what their dear brothei 
had spoken had reached their heaits? Whether they 
would avoid the hell lie had made them see } “ Come, 

then ! ” he continued, stietchmg out his arms towards 
them, u conic to us and tell us so, and we will make you 
see Jesus, the dear gentle Jesus, who shall save you fiorn 
it. But you must <*’ome to him ! You must not be 
ashamed to come to him ! This night you shall tell 
him that you aie not ashamed of him; we will make 
wav for you ; we will clear the bench for anxious sinners 
to sit upon. Come, then ! come to the anxious bench, 
and we will show you Jesus! Come 1 Come f Come! ” 

Again a hymn was sung, and while it continued, one 
of the three was employed m clearing one or two long 
benches that went across the i ail, sending tke people 
back to the lower part of the church. The singing 
ceased, and again the people were invited, and exhort- 
ed not to be ashamed of Jesus, but to put themselves 
upon “ the anxiom benches,” and lay their heads on 
his bosom. “ Once more we will sing,” be concluded, 
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* k that we may give you time.” And again they sung a 
hymn. 

And now in evety part of the church a movement was 
perceptible, sliglpt^at first, but by degrees becoming more 
decided. Young girls arose, and sat down, and rose 
again ; and then' the pews opened, and several came 
tottaing out, their hands clasped, then heads hanging on 
their bosoms, and eveiy limb tiembliug, and still the 
hymn went on ; but as the poor creatures appioached the 
rail their sobs and gioans became audible. They seated 
themselves on the u anxious benches the hymn ceased, 
and two of the three pncsts walked down fiom the tri- 
bune, and going, one to the right, and the othei «to the 
li ft, began whispering to the poor tremblers seated there. 
These whispers were inaudible to us, but the sobs and 
groans increased to a fnghtful excess. Young creatures, 
with features pale and distorted, fell on their knees on 
the pavement, and soon sunk foivvard on their faces ; the 
most violent cues and shrieks followed, while fiorn time 
to time a voice was heard in convulsive accents, exclaim- 
ing, “ O Lord ! ” “ O Lord Jesus \ " “ Help me, Jesus ! ” 

and the like. 

Meanwhile the two priests continued to walk among 
them ; they repeatedly mounted on the benches, and 
trumpet-mouthed proclaimed to the whole congregation, 
“ the tidings of salvation,” and then* fiom every corner ol 
the building arose m reply, short sharp cries of u Amen !’’ 
“ Glory !” “ Amen !” while the prostiate |>emtents con- 
tinued to receive whispered comfortmgs, and fiom time to 
time a mystic caress. More than once l saw a young 
neck encircled by a reverend arm. Violent hysterics and 
convulsions seized many of them, and when the tumult 
was at the highest, the priest who remained above again 
gave out a hymn as if to drown it. 

It was a fnghtful sight to behold innocent young crea- 
tures, m the gay morning of existence, thus seized upon, 
horror-struck, and rendered feeble and enervated for ever. 
One young girl, apparently not more than fourteen, was 
supported in the arms of another some years older ; her 
lace was pale as death ; her eyes wide open, arid perfectly 
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devoid of meaning; liei chin and bosom wet with slaver; 
she had every appearance of idiotism. 1 saw a priest 
approach her, he took her delicate hand, “ Jesus is with 
her ! Bless the Lord !” he said, and passed on. 

Did the men of America value their women as men 
ought to value (heir wives and daughf^crs, would such 
scenes be permitted among them? 

It is hardly necessary to say, that all who obeved the 
call to place themselves on the “ anxious benches” were 
women, and by far the greater numbei, very young wo- 
men. The congregation was, m geneial, extremely vvell- 
diesscd, and the smaitest and most fashionable ladies of 
the tow'n were there; dining the whole revival, the 
churches and meeting-houses weie every day crowded 
with well-dressed people. 

It is thus the ladies of Cincinnati amuse themselves, 
to attend the theatie is foibidden ; to play cauls i> un- 
lawful ; but they work hard in their families, and must 
have some relaxation. For myself, 1 confess that 1 think 
the coarsest comedy ever written would be a less detest- 
able exhibition tor the e\es of youth and innocence than 
such a scene. 


CHAPTER IX. 


S( MOOTS M1MAII. WA11II MUON’S. 1 01 If Ilf OI ll’l\ — MOlOh — 

I’ll.S — MOV1 Nt> llOISLs MU. 1 1 IN I 1 l J I HA 11 I 1 . 

Cincinnati contain many schools, but of their nmk 
or merit 1 had vei y little opportunity of judging; the 
only one which 1 visited was kept by Dr. Lock, a gentle- 
man who appears to have liberal and enlaiged opinions 
on the subject of female education. Should his system 
pioduee practical results proportionably excellent, the 
ladies of Cincinnati will probably, some years hence, be 
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much improved in their powers of companionship. J 
intended the annual pubhe exhibition at this school, and 
perceived, with some suiprise, that the higher brandies 
of science were among the studies of the pretty ereatuies 
I saw assembled. »tl»cie. One lovely girl of sixteen tool 
her dcgH'( in mathematics, and another was examined in 
moinl philosophy. ' They blushed so sweetly, and looked so 
beaut dully puzzled and confounded, that it might have 
been diihcult for an ablet judge than I was, to decide 
j.ow t.ii they merited the diplomas thev icceived. 

[ Tins method of letting young ladies graduate, and 
|nantmg them diplomas on (putting* the establishment, 
was (juite new to me; at least, I do not remember to have 
heard of anything sinulai elsewhere. I should fear that 
the time allowed to the fan graduates of ( aneimiati for 
■ the acquirement of those vaiious branches of education, 
would seldom be sufficient to permit their reaching the 
■eminence m each which then enlightened nistiuetoi anti- 
cipates. “ A quarteiV’ mathematics, 01 “ two (punters/’ 
(political economy, moral philosophy, algebra and quad- 
ratic equations, would seldom, I should think, enable tin* 
headier and the scholar, h\ their point elicits to lay m 
fsueh a stock of those sciences as would stand the weal 
^nid tear of half a score of children, and one help. 

A Y H Y * 

Towards the end of May we began to feel that we were 
in a climate warmer than any we had been accustomed 
hi, and my son suflered severely from the efieets of it. 
A bilious complaint, attended by a frightful degree of 
finer, seized him, and for some days we feared for his 
hie. The treatment lie received was, 1 have no doubt, 
udteious, but the quantity of calomel prescribed was 
jmoimous. I asked one day bow many grains I should 
prepare, and w r as told to give half a tea-spoonful. The 
htlerence climate must, I imagine, make a ddfeience in 
die effect of this drug, or the practice of the old and new 
woild could hardly differ so widely as it does in the use 
^f it. Anstey, speaking of the Bath physicians, says, 

“ No ono e’er viewed 

Any one oi the medical gentlemen slewed. ” , 



(A 


DOMESTIC \l\NNEIiS 


But I can vouch, upon my own experience, that no simi- 
lar imputation lies against the gentlemen who prescribe 
large quantities of calomel in America. To give one 
instance in proof of this, when I was aftei wards in Mont- 
gomery county, near Washington, a 'physician attended 
one of our neighbours, and complained that he was him~ v 
self unwell. “You must take care of yourself, doctor.' 
said the patient: “l do so/' he replied; “I took foiU 
grains of calomel yesterday, and I feel better than 1 did.’ 
Hope ted and violent bleeding was also had recourse to, 
m the case of mv son, and in a few days he was able to 
leave his loom, hift he was dreadfully emaciated, and it 
was many weeks before he recovered Ins strength. 

As the heat of the weather increased, we heard of mndi 
sk kness around us. The city is full of physicians, and 
they were all to be seen driving about in then cabs at a 
\eiy alarming rate. One of these gentlemen told us, that 
when a medical man intended settling m a new situation, 
he always, if he knew his business, walked through tin 
streets at night, before he decided. If he saw the dismal 
twinkle of the watch-light from many windows, he might 
he sure that disease* was busy, and that the “location” 
might suit him well. Judging by this criterion, Cincin- 
nati was far from healthy ; I began to fear for our health, 
and determined to leave the city: but for a considerable 
time I found it impossible to procure a dwelling out of 
it. There were idany boarding-houses in the vicinity, 
hut they were all overflowing with guests. We were ad- 
vised to avoid, as much as possible, walking out in the heat 
of the day ; but the mornings and evenings were delight-, 
ful, particularly the former, if taken sufficiently early. 
For several weeks I was never in bed aftei four o’clock, 
and at this hour 1 almost daily accompanied my “ help/ 
to market, whore the busy novelty of the scene afforded 
me much amusement. 

Many waggon-loads of enormous water-melons weie 
brought to market every day, and I was sure to see 
groups of men, women, and chrldren, seated on the pave- 
ment round the spot where they were sold, sucking in 
prodigious quantities of this watery fruit. Their manner 
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Cincinnati ; the smartest men in the place, and those of 
the “ highest standing,” do not scruple to leave their 
beds with the sun six days in the week, and, prepaied 
with a mighty basket, to sally forth m search of meat, 
butter, eggs, and vegetables. I have continually seen 
them returning, with their weighty basket on one arm and 
an enormous ham depending from the other. 

And now arrived the 1th of July, that gieatest of all 
American festivals On the 4th of July, 177 0, the decla- 
ration. of then independence was signed, at the State- 
house m Philadelphia. 

To me the dieaiy coldness and want of enthusiasm m 
Ameucan limunri is one of tlicir gieatest defects, and 1 
therefoie hailed the demonstiations of general feeling 
which this day elicits, with ical pleasure. On the 4th ot 
July the heaits of the people seem to awaken fiom atinee 
hundred and sixty-loui days' sleep; they appeal high- 
spmted, gav, animated, social, geneious, or at least, like- 
lal in expense; and would they but refiain from spitting 
on that hallowed day, 1 should say that, on the 4th ot 
July, at least, they appeared to be an amiable people. It 
is tine that the women Jiave but little to do with the pa- 
geant! y, the splendour, or the gaiety of the day , hut, set- 
ting this defect aside, it was indeed a glorious sight to 
behold a jubilee so heartlelt as this; and had they not 
tin* had taste and bad feeling to uttei an annual oration, 
with unvarying abusf of the mothei eountiv, to say no- 
thing of the wailike manifesto called the Declaration of 
Independence, our gracious king himself might look upon 
the scene and say that it was good ; nav, e\en rejoice, 
that twuUe millions ot bustling bodies, at four thousand 
miles distance fiom lus thume and Ins altars, should make 
tin n own laws, and drink their own tea, alter the fashion 
that pleased them best. 

% 

One souiee of deep interest to us, in this new clime, 
was the tieijuent recun enee of thunder-storms. Those 
who have only listened to ihundei in England, have but a 
taint idea ot the language which lire gods speak when 
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they are angry. Thomson’s descuption, however, Mill do: 
it is hardly possible that words can better paint the spec- 
tacle, or more truly echo to the sound, Ilian his do. The 
only point he does not reach in the vast blaze of iosr-ro- 
loured light tlmttever and anon sets the landscape on (ire. 

Ifi reading this celebi at ed descuption in Ameiiea, and 
obseivmg how Vdmuably true it was to natme there, 1 
scanned to get a glimpse at a poet’s machine) y, and to per- 
ceive, that m order to produce effect he must give Ins 
images moie vast than he finds them in natme; but the 
pioportions must be just, and the colouring true. lively 
thing seems colossal on this gieat continent ; if it lams, if 
it blows, if it thunders, it is all done fortissimo ; but I 
often felt tenor yield to wonder and delight ; so grhnd, so 
glouou.s wcic tin 1 scenes a stoim exhibited. Accidents are 
eertamk more ficipient than with us, hut not so much so 
as u isonablv to bung tcrior home to one’.', boMun c\ciy 
turn* a mass of Lund clouds is seen lolling up against the 
wind. 


It seems hardly fair to (juairehwith a place beouise its 
staple commodity is not pi ct tv, lint 1 am suic 1 should 
ha\e liked Cincinnati much bettei if the people had not 
dealt so veiv lai gel v m hogs.' 'flic imrnenv <piantit\ M 
business done m this line would haidlv 1m 1m lieu d by 
those who had not witnessed it. *1 nova saw a ncus- 
papoi without lemaikmg such advc k i tisi'incnts as tie fol- 
lowing : — 

“ Wanted, immediately, 10()0 fat hogs” 

“ Tor sahg 2000 barrels of prime poik.’’ 

But the annoyance came ncarei than this; if 1 deter- 
mined upon a walk up Main-street, the ehanecs were f>u 
hundred to one against my reaching the shady side with- 
out brushing by a snout fresh dripping from the kenni I. 
when we had screwed our courage to the entcrpn-c of 
mounting a certain noble-looking sugar-lord hill, that pro- 
mised pure air and a (me viewy we found the brook wo had 
to eioss at its fool, red with the stieam from a pig slaugh- 
ter-house ; while our noses, instead of meetjng “the 
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thyme that loves the green hill’s breast,” were greeted by 
odours that I will not describe, and which I heartily hope 
liiv readers cannot imagine; our feet, that on leaving the 
city had expected to press the floweiy sod, literally got 
entangled in pigs’ tails and jaw-bones ; and»thus the pet- 
tiest walk in the neighbourhood was interdicted for ever. 


One of the sights to st.ire at in America is that of houses 
moving born place to place. We weie often amused hy 
watching tins exhibition of mechanical skill m the streets. 
They make no difficulty oi moving dwellings from one part 
of the town to anothei. Those J saw tiavellmg wore all 
of them frame-houses, that is, built wholly of wood, ex- 
cept tht‘ chimneys ; but it is said that brick buildings aie 
sometimes treated in the same manner. The hugest dwell- 
ing that 1 saw m motion was one containing two stones of 
lour looms each ; foil) oxen were yoked to it. The hist 
few yards brought down the two stacks of chimneys, but 
it altenvaids went on well. The gieat diiheultus wcie 
the first getting it in motion and the stopping exactly in 
the light place. This Locomotive povvei was extiemely 
convenient to Cincinnati, as the constant lmpiovements 
going on theie made it ofUu desnahlc to change a wooden 
dwelling foi one of brick , and whenever this happened, 
we weie sine to see the e\-lSo. 100 of Mam Street, or the 
i x-No. r >,“> of Second Street, eieepmg quietly out of town, 
to take possession of an humble suhuihan station on the 
common above it. 

a -a a 

The* most agreeable acquaintance I made in Cincinnati, 
and indeed one of the most talented men 1 e\ei met, was 
Mr. Flint, the author of several extiemely clever volumes, 
and the editor of the Western Monthly Ueview. His con- 
versational poweis aicof the highest older ; he is the only 
person f remember to have known with tirst-iate powers of 
satire, and even of sarcasm, whose kindness of nature and 
of manner remained perfectly uninjured. In some of his 
critical notices there is a stiength and keenness second to 
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nothing of the kind I have ever read. He is a warm pa- 
triot, and so true-hearted an Ameucan, that we could not 
always be of the same opinion on all the subjects we dis- 
cussed ; but whether it were the force and bnihancy of his 
language, his gehume and manly sincerity of feeling, or 
his bland and p^ntleman-hkc manner that beguiled me, I 
know not, but «eitamly he is the oniv American I e\er lis- 
tened to, whose unqualified piaise of his country did not 
appear to me somewhat oveistramed and ndiculous. 

On one occasion, but not at the house of Mi. Flint, 1 
passed an evening in company witju a gentleman, said to 
be a schol.u, and a man ol leading; he was also what is 
called a runs gentleman, and he appeared to ha'ie plea- 
sure m feeling that his claim to distinction was acknow- 
ledged m both capacities. Tlieie was a \ery amiable 
f>cnuu s lady m the* company, to whom he scemc'd to trust 
lor the developement of hi^ celestial pieten^ions, and to 
me he did the honour of addressing most of his tencstrial 
superiority. The ditfeicuce between us was, that when 
he spoke to het, he spoke as to a being who, it not 
his equal, was at least deserving high distinction; and 
he ga\e her smiles, such as Michael might have vouch- 
safed to Eve. To me he spoke as Paul to the offend- 
ing Jews ; he did not, indeed, shake his raiment at me, 
but he used his pocket-handkerchief so as to answer the 
purpose; and if eveiy sentence dirt not end with u 1 am 
clean, ” pionouneed by his lips, his tone, his look, his 
action, fully supplied the deficiency. 

Our poor Lotd Bvron, as may be supposed, was the 
bull’s-eye against which every dart m his black little qui- 
ver was aimed, f had never heard any scnous gentleman 
talk of Lord Byion at full length before, and I listened 
attentively. It was evident that the noble passages which 
are graven on the hearts of the genuine lovers of poetry 
had altogether escaped the serious gentleman’s attention ; 
and it was equally evident that he knew by rote all those 
that they wish the mighty master had never written. I told 
him so, and I shall not soon forget the look he gave me. 

Of other authors his knowledge was very impel (ect, 
but his criticisms very amusing. Of Pope, l\e%aid, “ He 
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is so entirely gone by, that in our country it is considered 
quite fustian to speak of him.” 

But I persevered, and named “ the Rape of the Lock” 
as evincing some little talent, and bemjp; in a tone that 
might still hope foi admittance m the drawing;-] oom ; but, 
on the mention of this poem, the serious gentleman be- 
came almost as strongly agitated as when he talked of 
Don Juan ; and 1 was unfeignedly at a loss to compre- 
hend the natuie of his feelings, till In* mutteied, with an 
indignant shake of the handkerchief, ^ The va ly title r ' * 

At the name of Drylen he smiled, and tin smile spoke 
as plainly as a smile could speak, “ How the old woman 
twaddles !” 

“ We only know Drvden by ({notations, Madam, and 
these, indeed, are found only in books that have* long 
>ince had tin n dav.” 

“ And Shakspeaie, sir v 

“ Shakspeaie, Madam, is obscene, and, thank Clod, wr< 
aie sufficiently advanced to have 4 found it out 1 1 1‘ vve 

must have the abomination of stage plays, let them at 
least he marked by tin* refinement ol the age m which 
we live.” 

This was certainly being au com ant du join . 

Of Massinger lie knew nothing. Of Ford he had never 
heaid. fliav had had his day. Prior he had never lead, 
but understood he was a very childish writer. Chaucer 
and Spencer he tied in a couple, and dismissed by saying, 
that he thought it was neither more nor less than affecta- 
tion to talk of authors who wrote in a tongue no longer 
intelligible. 

This was the most literary conversation I was ever pre- 
sent at m Cincinnati.* 

In truth, there are many reasons which render a very 
general diffusion of literature impossible m America. I 
can scarcely class the universal reading of newspapers as 
an exception to thisiemark; if I could, my statement 
would be exactly the reverse, and I should say that Amu* 

* The pleasant, (asv, unpretending talk on all subjects, which I en- 
joved in Mr. Flint’s family, was an exception to eveivtlung else I met 
at Cincinnati. 
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lira beat the world in letters. The fact is, that throughout 
all ranks of society, fiom the successful merchant, which 
is the highest, to the domestic serving man, which is the 
lowest, they me all too actively employed to read, except 
at such broken ihoments as may suffice for a peep at a 
newspaper. It js for this ieason, 1 presume, that everv 
Ann i lean newspaper is more or less a magazine, wheiem 
the merchant may scan, while he holds out bis hand lbi 
an invoice, “Stan/as b\ Mm Hemain," or a gaibled 
extract fmm Moore's Lite of Byron ; the lawyer may study 
Ins bnef faithfully, and vet contrive to pick n ] > the valu- 
able dictum of some Amencan critic, that “ Bui worn 
novels arc decidedly supenor to Sir Walter Scott’s^;” nay, 
even the auctioneer may find time, as he hustles* to the 
tul), oi his tribune, to support his pretensions to polite 
learning, by Manning bis <pnck eve over the columns, 
and reading that “ Miss Mitford’s dcscuptions aie inde- 
scribable.” If you buv a yaid of ribbon, the shopkeeper 
lays down his newspaper, perhaps two or tluee, to measure 
it. I have seen a brewer's drayman perched on the shaft 
of his dray and reading one newspaper, while another was 
tucked under his arm ; and 1 once went into the cottage 
of a country shoemaker, of the name of Harris, where i 
saw a newspaper half full of “ ongmal” poetry, drrcct< d 
to Madison F. Ilanis. To he sure of the fact, I asked 
the man if his name were Madison. <c Yes, Madam, 
Madison Franklm Harris is my name.” The last and the 
lyre divided his turn*, 1 fear too equally, toi he looked 
pale and poor. 

This, I presume, is what is meant bv the general diffu- 
sion of knowledge, so boasted of in the Hinted States; 
such as it is, the diffusion of it. is general enough, <ei- 
tamlv , but I greatly doubt its being advantageous to the 
population. 

The ofily reading men I met with were those who made 
letteis their profession ; and of these, there were some 
who would hold a higher rank in the gieat republic, 
(not of America, but of letters,) did thev write lor per- 
sons less given to the study of maga/mes and news- 
papers; and they might hold a higher r^ink still, did 
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they write for the few and not for the many. I was 
always drawing a parallel, perhaps a childish one, be- 
tween the external and internal deficiency of polish 
and of elegance in the native volumes of the country.* 
Their compositions had not that condensation of thought, 
or that elaborate finish, which the consciousness of 
writing for the scholar and the man of ta^te is calculated 
to give; noi have their duty blue paper and slovenly 
type sf the polished elegance that tits a volume for the 
band or the eve of the fastidious epicure in literary en- 
joyment. The hist hook [bought in Ameiexi was the 
“ Chronicles of the Cunongute.” On asking the pi ice, I 
was agieably surprised to hear a dollar and a half named, 
being about one sixth of what I used to pay fot its fellows 
in England; but on opening the gum pages, it was long 
be foie I could again call them cheap. To he suie, the 
pleasure of a bright well-pi intend page ought to he quite 
lost sight of in the glowing, galloping, bewitching course 
that the imagination sets out upon with a new Waveiley 
novel; and so it was with me till 1 felt the want of it ; 
and then I am almost ashamed to contess how often, m 
turning the thin dusky*pages, my poor eaith-born spmt 
paused in its pleasuie, to sigh for hot-piesscd wue-wove. 


CHAPTER X. 

IlIMOVAI 10 Till IOVNT1U. WAl K IN I 111 KHUSI. — fcOUALm. 

At length, my wish of obtaining a house in the coun- 
try was gratified. A veiy pretty cottage, the residence of 

* That the compositions of T)r. Chaning are a bnlliant exception to 
this icmaik need haidl\ be stated , except by the occasional (and rare 
use of a lew wools not familiar to us in the sense in which he employs) 
them, his writings may stand a comparison with almost any in the Eng- 
lish language. 

t I must make an exception m favour of the American Quarterly 
Review. To the eye of the body it is in all respects exactly the same 
thing as the jpnghsh Quarteily Review. 
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a gentleman who was removing into town, for the conve- 
nience of his business as a lawyer, was to let, and I im- 
mediately secured it. It was situated in a little village 
about a mile and a half from the town, close to the foot 
of the lulls formerly mentioned as the noithern boundary 
of it. We found ourselves much more comfortable here 
than m the City. The house was pretty and commo- 
dious, our sitting-rooms were cool and any; ue had 
got rid of the delectable nwsfjuitto es, and uc had nil 
ice-house that never failed. Besides nil this , we had the 
pleasure of gallici mg our tomatoes fiom oui own garden, 
and leecivmg our milk bom oui ovvh cow. Our manner 
of life w,i« infinitely more to my taste than before; K gave 
us all the pi i\ doges of rusticity, which are fully as incom- 
patible with the lcsideuce m a little town of Wcctem Ame- 
rica as with a residence' m London. We lived on terms of 
pmneval intimacy with our eow ; for if we lay down on 
oui lawn, slit did not scruple to take a smfi at the hook 
we weie reading, but then slit 1 gave us hoi own sweet 
In eat h m return. The veige of the cool-looking forest, 
that rose opposite our windows, was so near, that we often 
used it as an extra diawmg-room, "and their was no one 
to wonder if we went out with no other preparation than 
our puasols, carrying hooks and woik enough to while 
a wav a long summer day m the shade ; the meadow that 
divided us from it was covered with a fine short grass, 
that continued for a little way under the trees, making a 
beautiful carpet, while sundry logs and stumps furnished 
our sofas and tables. But even this wa> not enough to 
satisfy us when we first escaped from the city, and we 
duteimmed upon having a day's enjoyment of the wildest 
ioiest scenery we could find. So we packed up books, 
albums, pencils, and sandwiches; and, despite a burning 
sun, dragged up a lull so steep, that we sometimes fancied 
we could u*st ourselves against it by only leaning forward 
a little. In panting and m groaning we reached the top, 
hoping to be refreshed by the puicst breath of heaven ; 
hut to have tasted the breath of heaven we must have 
climbed yet farther, even to the tops of the trees them- 
selves, for we soon found that the air beneath them stirred 
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not, nor ever had stirred, as it seemed to ns, since fiist it 
settled there, so heavily did it weigh upon our lungs. 

Still vve were deterinined to enjoy oui<el\es, and fm- 
ward wo went, crunching knee-deep through aboriginal 
leaves, hoping to reach some spot Ies4 perfectly air-tight 
than our landing-place. Weaned with tjae fruitless seal eh. 
vve decided on reposing awhile on the Uunk of a 1 alien 
tree; being' all considerably exhausted, tin' idea of sitting 
down on tins tempting log was conceived and executed 
simultaneously by the whole pait\, and the whole partv 
sunk together through its treacherous suibice into a mass 
of rotten inbbish, that had formed p.ut of the pith and 
man ow of the eternal foiest a hundred \euis before. 

W e were hv no means tin' only sufleieis by the acc ident , 
frogs, li/aids, locusts, kattiedids, beetles, and hornets, had 
the whole of their various tenement distuihed, and testi- 
fied then displeasure \eiy naturally bv annovmg ns 
much as possible m return : we were bit, we weie stung, 
we wane snatched; and whim, at last, we succeeded in 
raising ourselves fiom the venerable nun, we piesented as 
woful a spectacle as can well he imagined. \Yc shook out 
(not ambiosial) gaimeiits, and panting with heat, stings, 
and vexation, moved a few paces from the seine of out 
misfortune, and again sat down; but t h i > tunc it was 
upon the solid earth. 

We had no soonn began to “ chew the cud ” of the 
bitter fancy that had beguiled us to those mountain soli- 
tudes, than a new annoyance assailed us. A cloud of 
mosiputtoes gatheied round, and w bile each shai p proboscis 
sucked om blood, they teased us with then humming 
choius, till we lost all patience, and staited again on our 
feet, pretty firmly resolved never to try the a! J) cm o jo\ s 
of an American forest again. The sun was now m its 
meridian splendour, but our homeward path was shoit, 
and down hill; so again packing up our preparations for 
felicity, we started homeward, or, more properly speaking, 
we stalled; for in looking for an agreeable spot in this 
dungeon-fot est, we had advanced so far from the verge of 
the hill, that vve had lost all trace of the precise spot 
where vwe had entered it. Nothing was to be seen but 
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multitudes of tall, slender, melancholy stems, as like as 
peas, and standing within a foot of each othei. The 
mound, as far as the eye could icach (which cei tamly 
was not fill), was covered with an unvaried bed of dry 
leaves ; no trace, *nf) tiaek, no trail, as Mi. Onopei would 
v all it. gave us hint which way to turn ; and having 
paused for a nnynent to medilate, we lemembeied that 
ehance must decide lor us at last, so we ''('I loiwaid, in 
no very {rood mood, to encountei new lnisfoi tunes, We 
walked about a quarter of a mile, and coinin'^ to a steep 
descent, we thought omselves evtiemelv lortunate, and 
began to scramble down, nothin*; doubt mg that it was 
the same we had snambled up. In 1 1 nth. nothing; could 
he moie like ; hut, alas ! things that aie .dike aie not the 
s«me ; when we, had slipped and stumbled down to the 
< ( I e of the wood, and wore able to look Imvond il, we 
saw no pretty cottage with the shadow of 1 1 s beautiful 
aeaeras coming fm wind to meet us- all was diihaent ; 
and, what was worse, all was distant fiom tin* spot when* 
w(‘liad hoped tola. Wo had conn' down the opposite 
side of the ridge, and had now to win oin weaiv wav a 
distance of three miles round its haste 1 believe we shall 
none of us ever forget that walk. The* btight, glowing, 
furnace-like heat ol the atmosphere seems to s< oieh as 
I recall it. It was painful to tiead, it was pamlul to 
hteathe, it was painful to look round*, every object flow- 
ed with the reflection of the tierce tyrant that ghued upon 
us from above. 

We got home alive, which agreeably surpnsed us; and 
when our parched tongues again found power oi utterance 1 , 
we pi omised each other faith 1'ul I v newer to pi opo>e anv mote 
parties of pleasuie m the grim stove-like foists of Ohio. 

We were now in daily expectation of the arrival of Mi. 
T. ; but day after day, and week after wee*k passed by, till 
we began td fear some untenvmd circumstance might delay 
his coming till the Spring. At last, when we had almost 
ceased to look out for him, on the road which l(d from the 
town, he arrived, late at night, by that which leads across 
the country from Pitsburgh. The pleasure we felt at s< emg 
him wars greatly increased by his bringing witji *hmi out 
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eldest son, which was a happiness we had not hoped for.' 
Our walks and out drives now became doubly interesting. 
Tiie young men, fresh fiom a public school, found Ame- 
rica so totally unlike all the nations with which their 
reading had made them acquainted* Font it was indeed 
a new woild to them. Had they visited Greece or Rome/ 
they would have encountered objects wjtli whose images 
their minds had been long acquainted ; or had they tra- 
velled to France or Italy they would have seen only what 
daily convoisation had already icndered fumdiai ; but at 
our public schools America (except perhaps as to her 
geographical positidn) is haidly better known than Fairy 
Land ; and the Amenean character has not been much 
mord deeply studied than that of the Anthropophagi: all, 
therefore, was new, and everything amusing. 

The extraordinary familial lty of our poor neighbours 
startled us at first, and we hardly knew how to receive 
their uncouth advances, or what was expected of us m 
return ; however, it sometimes produced very laughable 
scenes. Upon one occasion, two of my children set off 
upon an exploring walk up the lulls ; they were absent 
rather longer than \Ce expected, and the rest of our 
party determined upon going out to meet them ; we knew 
the direction they had taken, but thought it would be as 
well to inquire at a little public-house at the bottom, 
of the lull, if suc^ a pair had been seen to pass. A 
woman, whose appearance more lesembled a Covent 
Garden market-woman than anything else I can remem- 
ber, came out and answered my question with the most 
jovial good humour in the affirmative, and prepared to 
join us in our search. ILr look, her voice, her manner, 
were so exceedingly coaise and vehement, that she al- 
most frightened me ; she passed her arm within mine, 
and to the inexpressible amusement of my young people, 
she dragged me on, talking and questioning nne without 
ceasing. She lived but a short distance from us, and I 
am sure intended to be a very good neighbour ; but her 
violent intimacy made me dread to pass her door ; my 
children, including my sons, she always addressed by 
their Cijnstian names, excepting when she substituted the 



OP TIIp: AMERICANS. 


17 


word “ honey ;” this familiarity of address, however, I 
aftei wards found was universal throughout all ranks m 
the United States. 

My general appellation amongst my neighbours was 
“the English oldnvflinan,” but in mentioning each other 
they constantly employed the tenn “ lady and they 
evidently had a jTleasure in using it, for I icpeatedly 
observed, that in speaking of a neighbour, instead of 
,saymg Mis. Such-a-one, they described her as “ tin* lady 
over the way what takes in washing,' ” or as “that theie 
lady, out by the gully, what is making dip-candles.” Mr. 
Trollope was as constantly called “ the old man,” while 
draymen, butcheis’ bovs, and the labourers on the canal, 
were invariably denominated “ them gentlemen ;” hav, 
we once saw one of the most gent lenian-1 ike men m Cin- 
cinnati introduce a fellow in duty shut sleeves, and all soils 
of detestable et eetcia, to one of bis fi lends, with this foi- 
mula, “ D** H **, let me mttoduee this gentleman to you !” 

Our respective titles certainly were not veiy unport- 
ant ; but the eternal shaking hands with these ladies 
and gentlemen was ically an annoyance, and the more 
so, as the near approach of the gentlemen was always 
redolent of whisky and tobacco. 

But the point wheie this republican equality was the 
most distiessmg was m the long and frequent visitations 
lhat it piodueed. No one dreams oMastemng a door in 
Western America ; 1 was told that it would he consider- 
ed as an affront by the whole neighbourhood. 1 was 
thus exposed to perpetual, and most vexatious intenup- 
tions fiom people whom 1 have often never seen, and 
whose names still oftenei weie unknown to me. 

Those who aie native theie, and to the manner born, 
seem to pass over these annoyances with nioie skill than 
I could ever aequo e. More than once 1 have seen some 
of my acquaintance beset in the same way, without ap- 
pearing at all disticssed by it; they continued their em- 
ployment or conveisation with me, much as if no such 
interruption had taken place; when the visiter entered, 
they would say, “ llow do you do t” and shake hands. 

“ Tolerable, I thank ye; how be you ?” was th? reply. 
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If it was a female, she took otf her hat ; if a male, he 
kept it on, and then taking possession of the first chair 
in the way, would ictain Jt for an hour together, with- 
out uttering another word ; at length, lining abiuptly, he 
would again shake hands, with, 44 Well, now 1 must be 
going, 1 guess,” and so take himself off, apparently wellfc 
contented with their leception. 

1 could never attain tins philosophical composure; I 
could neithei wnte nor read, and 1 always fancied I must 
lalk to them. I will give the minutes of a conversation 
which 1 once set down after one of these visits, as a spe- 
cimen of then tone and mannei of speaking and think- 
ing. My visitei was a milkman. 

44 vV oil now, so you be horn the old countiy } Ah — 
vou ’ll see sights heie, 1 guess.” 

“ I hope 1 shall see many.” 

“Unit’s a inet. I expect your little place of an island 
don’t giow such dieadful hue corn as you see heie ?” 

44 It grows no com at all, sir." * 

44 Possible ! no wondei, then, that we leads such awd’ul 
stories m the papers of your poor people being starved to 
death.” 

44 We have wheat, however.” 

44 Ay, for youi nch folks, but 1 calculate the poor sel- 
dom gets a belly-full.” 

44 You have certainly much gieater abundance here.” 

44 I expect so. Whv they do say, that if a poor body 
contiives to be smart enough to scrape togethei a few dol- 
lars that your King (icorge always comes down upon ’em, 
and takes it all a wav. Don’t he 

44 I do not remembei healing of such a transaction.” 

44 I guess they be pretty close about it. Your papers 
ben’t like omn, ] reckon ( Now we says and prints just 
wdiat w e likes.” 

44 You spend a good deal of tune reading the news- 
papers/' + 

* Co) n alvvavs means Indian corn, or maize. 

t Here, again, J tcai 1 must allow that the ten veais which have 
passed o\et us have been sufficient to destioy the ehaiactenstie and na- 
tional poignancy of this desenpuon. It the icading-iooms of the rich 
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“ And 1 ’d like you to tell me how we can spend it better. 
How should freemen spend their time, but looking after 
their government, and watching that them fellem as we 
gives othces to, doos their duty, and give themselves no 
airs ?” 

“ But I sometimes think, sir, that your fences might bo 
in more thorough ncpuir, and youi toads m better older, if 
less time was speAt m polities. ” 

“The Lord! to see how little you knows of a Lee 
country! Whv, what's the smoothness of a road, put 
against the freedom of a Lee-born American f And what 
does a bioken zigzag signify, comparable to knowing 
that the men what we have been pleased to send up to 
Longiess, speaks handsome and straight, as we chooses 
they should ' " ‘ 

“ 1( is horn a sense of duty, then, that you all go to the 
h(|uoi stoie to read the papeis?” 

“To be sine it l>, and he’d be no true-born Amencan 
as didn’t. 1 don't say that the lather of a Lundy should 
always he aftei Injuor, but 1 do sayth.it I’d lathei have 
my son drunk tlnee tinier m a week, than not look alter 
the allairs ot Ins eountiy.” 


Our autumn walks were dehghtlul; the sun ceased to 
.scorch ; the want of flowers was no lomgei peculiar to 
Ohio ; and the trees took a colouring*, which m richness, 
hnlliancc, and variety, exceeded all description. 1 think 
it is the maple, oi sugai-tiee, that hist spnnkh‘s the forest 
with rich ciimson ; the beech iollows, with all its harmony 

throughout the Tmou have during this period increased their r olleetiom 
ot Euiopean literature, the beer houses oi England have m a tenfold ratio 
multiplied then hall-penny newspaper"- — nm <. an the presses of the re- 
public an\ longer (onsnlei themselves as distinguished by the licence 
boasted ot by my tnend the milkman, of “ printing pisl what they likes.” 
Indeed, if len^it repoits be true, this doubtful blessing has crossed the 
Atlantic, and abides now solely and wholly in Great Britain. 

* This too, is now, at least, as niudi English as American. Having 
imported so hugely befoie tire introduction of steam, what may we not 
expect alter it ] home projector, go so far as to predict that in Hie course 
ot time, or perhaps, w hen the hoped-for establishment of balloons is fully 
organised, we shall ha\e a President sent over by way of an experiment. 
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of golden tints , from pale yellow up to Inightest orange 
The dog-wood gives almost the purple colour of the mul- 
berry; the chestnut soitens all with its frequent mass oi 
delicate brown, and the sturdy oak carnes its deep green 
into the very lap of winter. These tints are too bright foi 
the landscape-painter ; the attempt to follow' natuie m an 
American autumn scene must be aboiuve. The coloum 
arc in icality extremely brilliant, but the medium tlnougb 
which they are ^een increases the effect surprisingly. Of 
all the points m which America has the advantage of 
England, the one I felt most sensibly was the clearness 
and brightness of the atmosphere. By dav and by night 
this exquisite piuity of air gives tenfold beauty to every 
object. 1 could hardly believe the stars woie the same; 
the (neat B»*ai looked like a constellation oi* suns; and 
Jupitei justified all the fine things said of linn m those 
beautiful lines, from 1 know not what spoiled pen, be- 
ginning, 

I look’d on thee, Jove ' t il I my ga/e 
Slnunk, smote l>y the powei ol thy blaze.”* 

1 always lemaiked that the fust silver line* of the moon's 
crescent attiactcd the eye on the fust day, m Amenea, at* 
strongly as it does lieu* on the thud. 1 observed another 
phenomenon m the descent moon of that legion, the 
cause of which 1 loss understood. That appearance which* 
Shakspeare desenb»s as “the new moon, with the old 
moon in her lap,” and which 1 leave heard ingeniously ex- 

* As I have nevei boon able to discovci the aulhoi of these linos, nor to 
meet with them any wheio, except in the Pristol newspaper ythc IMei- 
oury), from whence 1 copied them, 1 think 1 shall do my leaders a be- 
nefit if 1 Uansenbe them lane. 

TO THE PLANET JUPITER. 

“ 1 look’d on thee, Jove 1 till m\ ga/e 
Slnunk, smote by the powei of thy blaze, 

Eor m heaven, Irom the sunset’s icd tluone 
1 o the zenith, thv nval u ,e none. 

Emm thy otb rush’d a tonent of light. 

That made the stais dim in thy sight ; 

And the half-men moon seem d to die. 

And leave thee the realm of the sky. 
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plained as the effect of earth was less visible theie 
than here. 

Cuyp's clearest landscapes have an atmosphere that ap- 
proaches nearer to that of America than any 1 lemember 
on canvass; bnt^eyen Cuyp’s air cannot leacli ilie lungs, 
and, theiefore, can onl\ give an idea of hall the enjoy- 
ment; for it makes itself felt as well as seen, and [^in- 
deed a constant Source of pleasure. 

Our walks wane, however, cuttailed in several directions 
by my old Cincinnati enemies, the pigs ; immense dioves 
of them weie continually arriving from the country by the 
road that led to most of our favourite walks; they were 
often fed and lodged in the piettiest valleys, and worse 
still, wore slaughtered beside the piettiest streams. . An- 
other evil threatened usfiom the same (j muter, that was 
yet heavier. Om cottage had an ample piazza (a luxury 
almost universal in the country houses of America), which, 
shaded by a group of acacias, made a delightful sitting- 
room ; from this favomite spot we one day perceived 
symptoms of building in a field close to it ; with much 
anxiety we hastened to the spot, and asked what building 
was to be erected theie. 

“ ’T is to be a slaughter-house for hogs/’ was the dread- 
ful ieply. As theie weie several gentlemen’s houses m 
the neighbourhood, I a^kod if such an election might not 
be indicted as a nuisance. 

“A what?” 

“ A nuisance,” 1 repeated, and explained what 1 meant 

I look’d on ihe or can's broad breast, 

The purple was pale m the west , 

But down shot thy long silvei spire, 

And the waves weie like a 1 rows of hre. 

I turn’d from the infinite mam, 

Thy light was the light of the plain , 

’1 was the beacon tli it bla/ed on the lull, 

Thou wert proud, pure, magnificent, still. 

A cloud spread its wing over heaven. 

By the light of thy spiendoui ’twas riven , 

A ixl l saw thy bright fiont through it slime 
Like a god from the depth of his shrine 
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“ No, no,” was the r^ily ; “ that may do very well for 
your tyrannical country, where a rich man’s nose is more 
thought of than a poor man’s mouth ; but hogs be pro- 
fitable produce here, and we be too free for such a law as 
that, I guess.” 

During my residence m America, little circumstances 
liko the foregoing often recalled to my 1 mind a conversa- 
tion 1 once held m Fiance with an old gentleman on the* 
subject of their active police, and its omnipiesent gens- 
d’armeric ; “ Cioyez moi, Madame, ll n’y a que ceux, a 
qui ds out a faire, (jui les tiouvent de trop.” And the old 
gentleman was right* not only m speaking of France, but 
of the whole human family, as philosophers call u*. The 
well disposed, those whose owm feeling of justice would 
prevent their annoying others, will never complain of the 
restraints of the law. All the freedom enjoyed in America, 
beyond what is enjoyed m England, is enjoyed solely by 
the disorderly at the expense of the orderly , and weie 1 
a stout knight, either of the sword or of the pen, I would 
fearlessly thiow down my gauntlet, and challenge the 
whole republic to piove the eontraiy: but being, as I 
am, a feeble looker-on, with a needle for my spear, and 
“ I talk” for my device, I must he contented with the 
[lower of stating the fact, perfectly certain that T shall he 
contradicted by one loud shout from Maine to Georgia. 


CHAPTER XI. 


H* LK.ION. 


I 11 AD often heard it observed, before I visited America, 
that one of the great blessings of its constitution was the 
absence of a national religion, the country being thus ex- 
onerated fiom all obligation of supporting the cleigy ; 
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those only contributing to do so whose principles led them 
to it. My residence in the country has shown me that a 
icligious tyranny may be exerted very e fleet ual ly without 
the aid of the government, in a way much more oppres- 
sive than the paying of tithe, and without obtaining anv 
of the salutary decorum, which I presume no one will 
deny is the result of an established mode of worship. 

As it was impossible to remain many weeks in the 
country without being stmek with the strange anomalies 
produced by its religious system, my early notes contain 
many observations on the subject; but as nearly the same 
scenes reeuned m every part of the 'country, J state them 
here, not as belonging to the West alone, but to the whole 
Union, the same cause piodueiug the same effect every- 
where. 

The whole people appear to be divided into an almost 
endless variety of religious factions, and I was told, that 
to he well received m society, it was neeessaiy to decline 
yourself as belonging to some one of the, Mi. Let your 
acknowledged belief be what it may, you ate said to b< 
not (t ChmUan, unless you attach yourself to a particular 
congregation. Besides the broad and well-known dis- 
tinctions of Episcopalian, Roman Catholic, Presbyterian, 
Calvinist, Baptist, Quaker, Kwedenborgian, IJniveisalist, 
Dunket, &c. &c. &c., there aie nimnneiable others spring- 
ing out of these, each of which assumes a church govern- 
ment of its own ; of this, the most intriguing and factious 
individual is invariably the head ; and m order, :t 
should seem, to show a reason for this separation, each 
congregation invests itself with some (jueer variety of ex- 
ternal observance that has the mejancholy effect of expos- 
ing all religious ceremonies to contempt. 

It is impossible, m witnessing all these unseemly vaga- 
ries, not to recognise the advantages of an established 
church as, a sort of head-quarters for quiet unpresummg 
Christians, who are contented to serve faithfully, without 
insisting upon having each a little separate banner, em- 
broidered with a device of bis own imagining. 

The It oman Catholics alone appear exempt fiom the 
fury of division and sub-division that has seized every 
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oilier pei suasion. Having the Pope for their common 
hear], regulates, 1 presume , their movements , and pre- 
vents the outrageous display of individual whim, which 
every other sect is pci nut led. 

I had the pleasure of being introduced to the Roman 
Catholic bishop of Cincinnati, and have never known in 
any country a priest of a character and hearing more 
tndv apostolic. He was an American, but ] should nev ,j t 
have discovered it fioni lus pronunciation or manner. He 
iceeived lus education partly m England, and partly m 
f iance. His manners were highly polished ; his piety 
active and sincere, aftd intinitely more nnld and toleiant 
than that of the factious seetanans who form the great 
majorfiy of the Amencan priesthood. 

I believe 1 am sufficiently tolerant ; but this does not 
prevent my seeing that the object of all religious observ- 
ances is liettei obtained, when the government of the 
church is confided to the wisdom and expenenee of the 
most venerated among the people, than when it is placed 
in the hand* of eveiy tinker and tailor who chooses to 
claim a share m it. Nor is tins the only evil attending 
the want of a national- religion, supported by the state. 
As there is no legal and fixed provision for the cleigy, it 
is hardly surprising that their services are confined to 
those who can pay them. The vehement expressions ot 
insane or hypocritical zeal, such as were exhibited during 
“ the revival,” can but ill atone for the want of village 
worship, any more than the eternal talk of the admirable 
and unequalled government can atone for the continual 
contempt of social older. Church and state hobble along, 
side by side, notwithstanding their boasted independence. 
Almost every man you meet will tell you, that he is occu- 
pied in labours most abundant for the good of his coun- 
try ; and almost every woman will tell you, that besides 
those things that are within (her house), she has coming 
upon her daily the care of all the churches. Yet spite of 
this universal attention to the government, its laws are 
half asleep ; and spite of the old women and their Dorcas 
societies, atheism is awake and thriving. 

In the smaller cities and towns, prayer-meetings take 
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the place of almost all other amusements; but us the 
thinly scattered population of most villages can give 
no parties, and pay no priests, they contrive to inarrv, 
christen, and byry, without them. A stranger taking 
up his residence m any city of America, must think the 
natives the mot religious people upon earth ; but if 
chance lead him'among her western villages, he will rarely 
tmd eithei chuiehes oi chapels, prayer or preacher; ex- 
cept, indeed, at that most terrific saturnalia, “a camp- 
meeting.” 1 was much stiuckwith the answer of a poor 
woman, whom J saw uouing on a •Sunday. “ Do von 
make no ddfeienoe m your occupations on a Sunday V* 1 
-aid. “ 1 beaut a Chiistian, ma’am ; we have got no oppoi- 
tumtv,” was the reply. It occurred to me, that m a coun- 
try were all men aie equal,” the government would be 
gudtv of no great ciune, did it so far mtcifere as to give 
them all an op pin t unit )j of becoming Christians if they 
wished it. But should the federal government dare to 
propose building a church, and endowing it, in some vil- 
1 »gc that has nevei lieaid “the bringing home of bell and 
bunal/’ it, is peifectly ceit.un that not only the sovereign 
state where such an abomination was proposed, would 
rush into the Congress to resent the odious intei Terence, 
but that all the other states would join the clamour, and 
Mich an intermeddling administration would run great 
risk of impeachment and degradation. 

Where there is a church government so constituted as 
to deserve human respect, I believe it will always be 
found to receive it, even fiom those who may not assent 
to the dogma of its eieed; and where such respect ex- 
ists, it produces a decorum m manners and language 
often found wanting where it does not. Sectarians will 
not venture to rhapsodise, nor infidels to scoff, in the 
common intercourse of society. Both aie injurious to 
the cause of rational religion, and to check both, must 
be advantageous. 

It is certainly possible that some of the fanciful vari- 
ations upon the ancient creeds of the Chustian Chinch, 
with which transatlantic religionists amuse themselves, 
might inspire, morbid imaginations in Europe* as well as 
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m America ; but befoie they can disturb the solemn har- 
mony here , they must include by a defiance, not only 
to common sense, but what is infinitely more appalling, 
to common usage. They must at once rank themselves 
with the low and the illiterate, for only such prefer the 
eloquence of the tub to that of the pufyit. The aristo- 
cracy must ever, as a body/ belong to the established 
church, and it is but a small proportion of the influen- 
tial classes, who would be willing to allow that they do 
not belong to the aristocracy. That such feelings influence 
the professions of m'en, it were ignorance or hypocrisy to 
deny ; and that nation is wise who knows how to turn even 
such feelings into a wholesome stream of popular influence. 

As a specimen of the tone in which religion is mixed 
m the ordinary intercourse of society, I will transcribe the 
notes I took of a conversation, at which I was present, 
at Cincinnati ; I wrote them immediately after the con- 
versation took place. 

Dr. A. — “I wish, Mrs. M., that you would explain to 
me what a revival is. I hear it talked of all over the 
citv, and f know it means something about Jesus Christ 
and religion ; but that is all 1 know; will you instruct me 
farther 7 ” 

Mrs. M. — I expect, Dr. A., that you want to laugh 
at me. But that in ikes no difference ; I am firm in my 
principles, and 1 fear no one’s laughter.” 

Dr. A. — “ Well, but what is a revival 7 ” 

Mrs. M. — “ It is difficult, very difficult, to make those 
see who have no light; to make those understand whose 
souls are daikened. A revival means just an eleganl 
kindling of the spirit ; it is brought about to the Lord’s 
people by the hands of his saints, and it means salvation 
in the highest.” 

Dr. A. — “ But what is it the people mean lyy talking of 
feeling the revival 7 and waiting in spirit for the revival 7 
and the ecstasy of the revival 7 ” 

Mrs. M. — “ O Doctor! I am afraid that you are too 
far gone astray to understand all that. It is a glorious 


* Vide recantation and apology in the note to chapter eight. 
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assurance, a whispering of the everlasting covenant, it is 
the bleating of the lamb, it rs the welcome of the shep- 
herd, it is the essence of love, it is the fulness of gloiy, 
it is being in J?sys, it is Jesus being m us, it is taking 
the Holy Ghost into our bosoms, it is sitting oui selves 
down by God, it* is being called to the high places, it is 
•eating and drufking and sleeping m the Lord, it is 
becoming a lion in the faith, it is being lowly and meek, 
and kissing the hand that smites, it is being mighty and 
powerful, and scorning reproof, it is — ” 

l)i. A. — “Thank you, Mrs. M., I •feel quite satisfied; 
and I think I understand a revival now almost as well as 
you do yourself.” 

Mrs. A. — “ My! Where can you have learnt all that 
stuff, Mrs. M.r 

Mis. M. — “ How benighted you aie! Fiom the Holy 
Book, from the Word of the Loid, fiom the Holy Ghost, 
and Jesus Christ themselves.” 

Mrs. A. — “ It does seem so droll to me, to hear you 
talk of 1 the Word of the Lord.’ Whv, I have been 
brought up to look upon the Bible*as nothing better than 
an old newspaper.'" 

Mrs. (). — “ Surely you only say this fm the sake of 
hearing what Mis. M. will say m return — you do not 
mean it?” 

Mrs. A. — “ La, yes ! to he sure I do.” 

I)r. A, — “ I profess that I by no means wish my wile 
to read ail she might find there- — What says the Colonel, 
Mrs. M. y ” 

Mrs. M. — “ As to that, I never stop to ask him. I tell 
him every day that 1 believe m Father, Son, and Holv 
Ghost, and that it is his duty to believe m them too; and 
then my conscience is clear, and I don’t care what he 
believes. Really, I have no notion of one’s husband m- 
ter ferintr in such matters.” 

Dr. A.; — “ You are quite right. I am sure I give my 
wife leave to believe just what she likes: but she is a 
good woman, and does not abuse the liberty; for she be- 
lieves nothing.” 

It was not ^nce, nor twice, nor thrice, but rrftmy many 
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times, during 1 my residence iri America, that I was present 
when subjects which custom as well as principle had 
taught me to consider as litter for the closet than the tea- 
table, were thus lightly discussed. I t hardly know whe- 
ther I was more startled at first hearing, m little dainty 
namby-pamby tones, a profession of afhcism over a tea- 
cup, or at having my attention called ftoY.i a Johnny cake 
to a rhapsody on election and the second bntli. 

But, notwithstanding this revolting licence, persecution 
exists to a degree unknown, I believe, in our well-oideied 
1 and since the days 4 of Cromwell. I had the following 
anecdote fiom a gentleman perfectly well acquainted with 
the circumstances : — A tailor sold a suit of clothes to a 
sailor a few moments before he sailed, which was on a 
Sunday morning. The corporation of New York prose- 
cuted the tailoi, and he was convicted, and sentenced to a 
line greatly beyond Ins means to pay. Mr. Ik, a lawyer ot 
New York, defended him with much eloquence, but in 
vain. His powerful speech, however, was not without 
effect; for it raised him such a host of Presbyterian enemies 
as sufficed to destroy his practice. Nor was this all : his 
nephew was at the time preparing for the bar, and soon 
after the above circumstance occurred, his certificates 
were presented, and refused, with this declaration, 
that “ no man of the name and family of F. should be 
admitted.” I have met this young man in society: he 
is a person of vei y considerable talent, ; and being thus 
cruelly robbed of his profession, has become the editor ot 
a newspaper. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
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Mohawk, as our little village was called, gave^us an 
excellent opportunity of companng the peasants of the 
Eiiited States with llioso of England, and of judging the 
average decree of eomfoit enjo\ed by tacli. 1 believe 
Ohio gives as fair a specimen as any part of the Union; 
if they have the roughness and inconveniences of a new 
state to contend with, they have higher wages and cheaper 
provisions; if I en m supposing it a mean state m point 
of comfoi t, it ceitamiy is not m taking too low a stall- 
daid. 

Mechanics, if good woikmen, aie certain of employ- 
nient and good wages, lather higher than with us; the 
average wages of a iabouiei throughout the Union is ten 
dollars a month, with lodging, bonding, washing, and 
mending; if he lives at his own expense he has a dollar a 
day. It appears to me that the necessaries of life, that is 
to say, meat, bread, butter, tea, and cotl'ee (not to mention 
whisky), are within the leach of eveiy sober, industrious, 
and healthy man who chooses to have them ; and yet I 
think that an English peasant, with the same qualifica- 
tions, would, m coming to the United States, change lor 
the worse. He would find wages somewhat highei, and 
provisions *m Western America considerably lowei ; but 
this staffement, true as it is, can lead to nothing hut delu- 
sion if taken apnit from other facts, fully as ceitam, and 
not less important, but which require more detail m de- 
scribing, and which perhaps cannot be fully eomptehend- 
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cd, except by an eye-witness. The American poor aie 
accustomed to cat moat' thiee times a day; I never in 
quired into the habits of any cottagers in Western Ame- 
rica where this was not the case. 1 fqujid afterwards m 
Maryland, Pennsylvania, and other parts of the country, 
where the price of meat was higher, that*it was used with 
more economy; yet still a much largef portion of the 
weekly income is thus expended than with us. Aident 
spirits, though lamentably cheap*, still cost something, 
and the use of them among the men, with more or less of 
discretion, according to the character, is universal. To- 
bacco also grows at their doors, and is not taxed ; yet the- 
too cents something, and the an of heaven is not in moie 
general use among the men of America than chewing to- 
bacco. I am not now pointing out the evils of diam- 
drmkmg; but it is evident that where tins practice prevails 
universally, and often to the most frightful excels, the 
consequence must be, that the money spent to obtain the 
dram is less than the money lost by the time consumed in 
drinking it. Long, disabling, and expensive fits of sick- 
ness are incontestably, more fieqiunt m every part of 
America, than m England, and the sufferers have no aid 
to look to, but what they have saved, or what they may 
be enabled to sell. I have never seen misery exceed what 
1 witnessed in an American cottage where disease ha< 
entered. 

But if the condition of the labourer be not superior to 
that of the English peasant, that of his wife and daughters 
is incomparably worse. It is they who arc indeed the 
slaves of the soil. One has but to look at the wife of an 
American cottager, and ask her age, to be convinced that 
the life she leads is one of hardship, pnvatiou, and labour. 
It is rare to see a woman in this station who has reached 
the age of thirty, without losing every trace of youth and 
beauty. You continually see women with infards qii the 
knee, that you feel sure are their grand-children, ]tik some 

* About a shilling per gallon is the retail price of good whisky. If 
bought wholesale, or of mferioi quality, it is much cheaper. 
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convincing proof of the contraiy is displayed. Even the 
young gills, though often with lovely fcatmes, look pale, 
thin, and haggard. I do not remember to have seen in 
any single instance among the pool, a specimen of the 
plump, rosy, laughing physiognomy so common among 
our cottage girls. * The horror of domestic service, which 
the reality of slavery, and the fable of equality, have ge- 
net uteri, excludes the young women fiorn that sine and 
most comfortable resource of decent English girls; and 
the consequence is, that with a most lirevcient freedom 
of manner to the parents, the daughters are, to the full 
extent of the word, domestic slaves. This condition, 
which no periodical merry-making, no village /<Vr,*ever 
occurs to cheer, is only changed for the still sadder bur- 
thens of a teeming wife. They many very young ; in fact, 
in no rank of life do you meet with young women m that 
delightful period of existence between childhood and mar- 
riage, wherein, if only tolerably well spent, so much useful 
information is gained, and the character takes a sufficient 
degree of firmness to support with dignity the more im- 
portant parts of wife and mother. # The slender childish 
thing, without vigour of mmd or body, is made to stem a 
sea of troubles that dims her young eye and makes her 
cheek grow pale, even before natme has given it the last 
beautiful finish of the full-grown woman. 

“ We shall get along,” is the answer in full for all that 
can he said in way of advice to a hoy and girl, who take it 
into their heads to go before a magistrate and “ get marri- 
ed.” They do get along, till sickness overtakes them, by 
means perhaps of borrowing a kettle from one and a tea- 
pot from another ; but intemperance , idleness, or sickness, 
will, in one week, plunge those who are even getting along 
well, into utter destitution ; and where this happens, they 
are completely without resource. 

The absence of poor-laws is, without doubt, a blessing 
to the country, but they have not that natural and reason- 
able dependence on the richer classes which, in countries 
differently constituted, may so well supply their place. I 
suppose there is less alms-givmg in America than in any 
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other Christian country on the face of the globe. It is 
not m the temper oft^e people eitluu to give or to receive. 

I extract the following pompous pass.i^c* from a Was i- 
mgton paper of Feb. 1 S'H), (a season of ^uncommon seve- 
rity and distress, ) which, I think, juslifies my observation - 
“ Among- the liberal evidences of sympathy lor the sul- 
fermg poor of tins citv, two have come to oiu knowledge, 
which deserve to be especially noticed : the one a donation 
by the President of the United States to the committee ot 
the ward m which he resides of fill v dollais; the other the 
donation bv a few of the ofheers of the wai department to 
the Howaid and Dorcas Societies, ol seventy-two dollars. 
When such mention is made of a gift of about nine pounds 
sterling from the sovereign migistiate ol the I niter 
States, and of thirteen pounds stealing as a contribution 
from one of the state departments, the inference is pi et tv 
obvious, that the sufferings of the destitute m America aie 
not liberally relieved by individual (hauty. 

1 had not been three da\s at Mohawk Cottage,hefore a 
paii of ragged children came to ask for medicine for a sick 
mother; and when it was given to them, the eldest pro- 
duced a handful of cents, and desired to know what he 
was to pav. The superfluous milk of our row was nought 
after eager Iv, but every new-comer always proposed to 
])«ty for it. When the v found out that “ the fmghsh old 
woman ” did not seh anything, I am persuaded they by 
no means liked her the better for it; but they seemed to 
think, that if Mie were a fool it wa> no reason they should 
be so too, and accoidmgly the borrowing, as they called 
it, became very constant, but always in a form that show- 
ed their dignity and freedom. One woman sent to borrow 
a pound of cheese ; another half a pound of coffee; and 
more than once an intimation accompanied the milk-jug, 
that the milk must be fresh*, and unskimmed on one oc- 
casion the messenger refused milk, and said, “ Mother 
only warned a little cream for her coffee.’' 

I could nevei teach them to believe, during above a 
year that I lived at this house, that I would not sell the 
old clothes of the family ; and so pertinacious were they 
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ai tides which they wanted to purchase, they would sav, 
“Well, J expect I shall have to do a turn of woik <01 
this; you may send foi me wlnn you want me.’’ But as 
[ never ekJ ask foi> ( #ie turn ot woik, and as this formula 
**as constantly repeated, 1 began to suspect that it was 
spoken solely to a/oid uttemig that most un-Ameiican 
phrase. “ I thank you.” 

There wax one man whose progress in wealth I watched 
with much interest and pleasme. When I first became 
ins neighbour, himself, Ins wile, and four children, were 
living m one room, with plenty of heel-steaks and onions 
lot breakfast, dmnei, and supper"; but with very few other 
lomforts. lie was one of t lie finest men 1 ever saw, full 
of natural intelligence and activity of mind and* body, but 
he could neither read nor write. He drank but little 
whisky, and but lardy chewed tobacco, and was there- 
fore 11101 e free fiom that plague-spot of spitting, winch 
lemleied male colloquy so diflieult to endure, lie worked 
tor us frequently, and often used to walk into the drawmg- 
loom and seat himself on T%‘ sofa, and tell me ail his 
plans. lie made aif engagement with the proprietor of 
the wooded hillbefoie mentioned, by which half the wood 
he could fell was to lie his own. His unwearied industry 
made this a profitable bargain, and from the proceeds he 
pmchased the materials foi building a^comforlahle frame 
for wooden) house; he did the work almost eutuely him- 
self. He then got a job for cutting rails ; and as he could 

t ut twice as many m a day as any other man in the neigh- 
ourhood, he made a good thing of it. He then let 
Jialf his pietty house, which was admirably consti ucted, 
fwith an ample portico, that kept it always cook His next 
sdepwas contractiLigforthehuildmgof a wooden bridge; and 
twhen I left Mohawk, he had fitted up his half of the hudd- 
ling as a hotyl and grocery store; and I have no doubt 
/hat every sun that sets sees him a richer man than when 
It rose, dig hopes to make his son a lawyer ; and I have 
fittle doubt that he will live to see him sit in C’ongiesx. 
When this tune ariives, the wood-cutter's son wall rank 
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with arty other member of Congress, not of courtesy, but 
of right: and the idea that his.oiigm is a disadvantage, 
will never occur to the imagination of the most exalted ot 
his fellow-eitr/ens. 

This is the only feature in American society that I re- 
cognise as indicative of the equality they profess. Any, 
man’s son may become the equal of aity other man’s son ; 
and the consciousness of this is certainly a spin to exer- 
tion : on the other hand, it is also a spur to that coarse 
familiarity, untempeied by any shadow of inspect, which 
is assumed by the grossed and the lowest in their mtei- 
couise with the highest and most refined. This is a po- 
sitive evil; and, 1 think, moie than balances its advan- 
tages. 

And here again it may he observed, that the theory ol 
equality may be very daintily discussed by English gentle- 
men in a London dmmg-room, when the seivant, having 
placed a fresh bottle of cool wine on the table, respectfully 
shuts the door, and leaves them to their walnuts and then 
wisdom ; but it will be found le>s palatable when it present 
itself in the shape of a hatd^iea>y paw, and is claimed m 
accents that hi eat lie* less of fiecdom than of onions and 
whisky. Strong, indeed, must be the love of equality m 
an English hteast, if it can survive a tour thiough the, 
Union. 

There w as one hpuse in the village which w 7 as icmaikabk 
from its wretchedness. It had an air of 77 /decent poverty 
about it, which long prevented my attempting an entrance; 
but at length, upon being told that I could get chickens 
and eggs there whenever I wanted them, I determined upon, 
venturing. The door being opened to my knock, 1 very 
nearly abandoned my almost blunted purpose; I nevei 
beheld such a den of filth and misery ; a woman, the very 
image of dnt and disease, held a squalid imp of a baby on 
her hip-hone, while she kneaded her dough ynth hei light 
fist only. A great lanky girl, of twelve years old, was sit- 
ting on a barrel, knawmg a corn-cob. Whei? 1 mad 7 
known my business, the woman answered, “ No, not I ; 1 
got no chickens to sell nor eggs neither, but my son will 
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plenty, I expect. Here, Nick,” (bawling at the bottom of 
a ladder,) “here’s an old woman that wants chickens.” 
Half a moment brought Nick to the bottom of the ladder, 
and I found my merchant was one of a ragged crew, whom 
J had been used tp observe m mv daily walk, playing mar- 
bles m the dust, and swearing lustily ; he looked about ten 
yeais old. 

“ Have you chickens to sell, my boy?” 

“ Yes, and eggs too, more nor what you’ll buy.” 

Having lmpured juice, condition, and so on, I recol- 
lected that l had been used to give the same jirice at mar- 
ket, tin 1 feathers plucked, and the chickens {prepared for 
the table, and I told hun that he ought not to charge the 
■aimc. 

“ Oh, for that, I expect I can fix ’em as well as evei them 
was what ) 0 U got m market.” 

“ You fiv them !” 

“ Yes, to be sure ; why not 

“ 1 thought you weie too fond of marbles.” 

lie gave me a keen glance, and said, “ You don ’t know 
I. — When will you be wanting the chickens 

He brought them at the tune directed, extiemely well 
“ fixed,” and I often dealt with him afterwards. When I 
paid him, lie always thrust his hand into lus lueeches 
pocket, which I presume, as being the keep, was fortified 
more strongly than the dilapidated r^utwoiks, and drew 
from thence rather more dollars, half-dollars, levies, and 
tips, than Ins dirty little hand could well hold. My curi- 
osity was excited ; and though \ felt an involuntary dis- 
gust towards the young Jew, I repeatedly conveised with 
him. 

“ You are very rich, Nick,” I said to him one day, on 
his making an ostentatious display of change, as he called 
it ; he sneered with a most unchiklish expression of coun- 
tenance, and replied, “I guess ’t would be a bad job for I 
if that was all I’d got to show.” 

I asked him how he managed his business. He told me 
that he bou^Jit eggs by the hundred, and lean chickens by 
the score, from the waggons that passed their door on the 
way to market; that he fatted the latter m coopsjie had 



96 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


made lnmself, and could easily double their price, and that 
his eggs answered well too, when he sold them out by the 
dozen. 

“ And tlo you give the money to your mother 
“ I expect not,” was the answer, wdh another sharp 
glance of ins ugly blue eyes. 

u What do you do with it, Nick ? ” *■ 

His look said plainly, What is that to you ? but lie only 
answered, quaintly enough, “ 1 takes ('are of it.” 

How Nick got his first dollar is very doubtful: (1 was 
told that when he entered the village store, the person 
serving always called m another pair of eyes ;) but having 
obtained it, the spmt, activity, and industry, with which 
he caused it to increase and multiply, would have been 
delightful in one of Miss Edgeworth's dear, little, clean, 
bright-looking boys, who would have earned all he got to 
his mother; hut m Nick it was detestable. No human 
feeling seemed to warm his young heart, not even the love 
ot self-indulgence; for he was not only ragged and dirty, 
hut looked considerably more than half-starved, and J 
doubt not his dinners and suppers half fed his fat chickrns- 
I by nohneans give this histoiy of Nick, the chicken- 
merchant, as an anecdote chaiacteristie m all respects of 
America: the only pait of the story which is so is the 
independence of the little man; and is one instance out of 
a thousand, of the (card, dry, calculating character that is 
the result of it. Probably Nick will be very uch ; perhaps 
he will he President, i once got so heartily scolded foi 
saying that I did not think all American citizens were 
equally eligible to that office, that I shall never again ven- 
ture to doubt it. 

Another of our cottage acquaintance was a market- 
gardener, from whom we frequently bought vegetables, 
from the wife of this man we one day received a very civil 
invitation to t£ please to come and pass the .evening with, 
them in prayer.” The novelty of the circumstance, arid its 
great dissimilarity to the ways and manners of our own 
country, induced me to accept the invitationc'and also to 
record the visit here. 
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We were received with gicat attention, and a place 
was assigned us on one of the benches that mu rounded 
tin* little parlour. Several persons, looking like mecha- 
nics and their wives, were present ; even one sat in pro- 
found silence, and with that ijuiet subdued air, that 
serious people assume on entering a church. At length, 
a long, black, grlm-looking man entered, his diess, the 
cut of his haii, and his whole appearance, stiongly 
recalled the idea o( one of Cromwell's fanatics. He 
stepped solemnly into the middle of the room, and took 
a chair that stood tlieie, but not to sit upon it ; he turned 
the back towards linn, on which he placed his hands, and 
stoutlv uttering a sound between a hem and a cough, he 
deposited freeh on either side of him a considerable por- 
tion of masticated tobacco. lit* then began to preach. 
His te\t w r as, Live m hope, " and he continued to 
expound it for two hours, m a (bawling, nasal tone, with 
no other respite than what he allowed himself for 
expectoration. If 1 say that he repeated the words 
of his text a hundred tunes, I think 1 shall not exceed 
the truth, lor that allows more than a minute for each 
repetition, and in fact the whole discourse was made up 
of it. The various tones m winch lie utteied it might 
have served as a lesson on emphasis , as a rpiestion — in 
accents of triumph — m accents ot despair — of pity — of 
threatening — - of authority — of doijht — of hope — of 
faith. Having exhausted every imaginable vaiiety of 
tone, he abruptly said, “ Let us pray/' and twisting his 
chair round, knelt before it. liver} one knelt bofoie the 
seat they had occupied, and listened for another half 
hour to a rant of miseiable, low, familiar jargon, that he 
presumed to imp) ovist ; to his Maker as a prayer. In this, 
however, the cottage apostle only followed the example 
set by every preacher throughout the Union, excepting 
those ol the Lpiscopalinn and Catholic congregations ; 
they only do* not deem themselves privileged to address 
he Deity m strains of crude and unvveighed importunity. 
These iai7>crs may sometimes he very much m earnest, 
but surely t\e least we can say of it is, that they 
Praise their God amiss. ’’ 


II 
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I inquired afterwards of a fiiend, well acquainted with 
such matter*), how the grim prcachei of “Hope” got 
paid tor his labours, and he told me that the trade was 
an excellent one, for that many a glide wife bestowed 
more than a tithe oi what her glide iwu.i trusted to her 
keeping in rewarding the zeal of these self-chosen 
apostles. These sable nunisteis walk fiom house to 
house, or d the distance he coiisidei able, ride on a com- 
fort able ambling nag They are not only as empty as 
wind, but resemble it m othei particulars, foi they blow 
where the\ list, and no man knoweth whence they come, 
nor whither they go. When the\ see a house that pro- 
mises comlortable lodging and entertamment, they enter 
tlierig and sa\ to the good woman of the house, ‘ L Sister, 
shall I pray with you . J ” If the answer be favouiable, 
and it is seldom otherwise, he mstals hnnsell and lus 
horse till after breakfast the next morning. The best 
meat, drink, and lodging me his, while he stays, and he 
seldom departs u ithout some' little* contribution m money 
for the support of the crucified and suffering church. 
Is it not stiange that “the most intelligent people in the 
world” should prefei such a religion as this, to a form 
established by the wisdom and piety of the ablest and 
best among the cirmg ^oiis of men. solemnly sanctioned 
by the nation’s law, and rendered sacred by the use of 
their fathers ? 

It would be well for all reasoners on the social system 
to observe steadily, and with an eye obscured by no 
beam of prejudice, the result of the experiment that is 
makmg on the other side of the Atlantic. If I mistake 
not, they might learn there, better than by any abstract 
.speculation, what arc the points on which the magis- 
trates of a great people should dictate to them, and on 
what points they should be left finely to their own guid- 
ance. I sincerely believe that if a hre-wmrslnpper, or an 
Indian Brahmin, w ere to come to the United States, pre- 
pared to preach and pray m English, he would,, not be 
Jong without a “ very respectable congregat^m.” 

The influence of a religion sanctioned In the govern- 
ment, could in no country, m the nineteenth century, 
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interfere a\ i t h the speculations of a philosopher in his 
closet, but it might, and imM, steady the weak and w a- 
a erino opinions of the multitude. Tlieie is .something 
really pitiable in the effect piodueed by tin* want ot tins 
rudder oar. J k # n£\v a t'.iuii I \ w liere one was a Methodist, 
one a Prcsby tei^m, and a thud a llaptist : and another, 
where one was ti Quaker, one a tUcluied Atheist, and 
another an l hnv ersalist . These are all females, and all 
moving in the best society that America alibi ds ; but one 
and all ot* them as incapable of reasoning on things past, 
pr csent. and to cmne,.e the infants t they nourish, yet one 
and all of them peileetiv tit to move steadily and use 
fully m a path maiked out for them. l>ut I shall be 
calk'd an itmeiant pieacher in} sell’ if I puisue this 
themed 

As J have not the magic power of my admirable friend, 

' Simr tins chaptci was wntten, I li.iu* sonutmiis been ltd to 
doubt v\ bethel till- nation it and nul/nn is<d mddhume iu matters of 
n ligions be lit f , w 1 nt li Idipieiatcd m the t n it t < 1 ^tali* 1 - , nun not be 
piodm live i){ loss moial i \il ihuu the nnn/it/mns, rf mdiv idnal si cos 
sums lioin the national woislnp which I lyive witnessed m England 

Tbo Methodist, Fi I'sInU'iun, Haptist, (piakei, Alin ist, and l m- 
versalist 1 idii's nionlioiiid m tbo text, ai tod, out and all of thorn, 
upon a umvoisally nro^inul and leceived national piniiiplo — that 
oath bad a light to choose' a cieod and mode' ot woislnp for her- 
self. d'h oro was no icbolhon mil against paternal, oi any othir autho- 
rity no domostu disunion follow id, and the disappiobation with w Inch 
so loose, unstable*, and unsi i iptm al a s\ stom may l>o coni omplatt'd, can 
only bo diroe'tod against the shoi t-sighted legislation, w bieh onginated 
tins ropo ot sand. 

No violation of filial lospoot and dtitv, no so< ml schism, no lono- 
gade turning fiom tlio veneiablc (.lunch, which for ages had regulated 
and choiisliod tho pioty ot tin i r forelathers, attonds this ic pubhi an m- 
dulgonoo for fancy religions. Hut widely difhiont is the spectacle 
jnosonted here, when snnihu licence* isassunud. When every young 
Lilly claims a light ti be her ow n bishoj), and evei y parent, \\ ho vent in es 
to doubt the la vv fulness of her calling, is liable to heai lnmsi if doomed 
to eternal peichtion by tlie voice of his child, the mattei assumes a 
ddfeient aspect, — as diffeieut, indeed, as the <ict of wantonly pulling 
down VcAEn^Mi lister, and using for the deed the tails of its own altar, 
fiom th.it of \houghtlcssly' chipping the stones in a (juariy, tram 
whence, if skilyuid w ill were not wanting, anotbei Minster might he 
teaieci. 
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Miss Milford, to give grace and interest to the humblest 
nistic details, I must not venture to linger among thcA 
cottages tluit surrounded us; but lielbie I quit them I 
must tecord the pleasing recollection of one or tv\o 
neighbours of more companionable lank, from whom I 
received so much fiiendlv attention, and such unfailing 
kindness, in all my little domestic embarrassments that 
I shall never recall thememoi y of Mohan k, w it h out pay- 
ing an affectionate tiihute to these fui distant friends. I 
wMi it were within the lange of hope, that I might see 
them again m 11 ty own country, and repay, in pait, the 
obligations I owe them. 


(II A PTE If XIII. 


TIIEVriU' 1INF ARTS, 1)RK'\(Y. S 1 1 \ K l \ C. tJCAKFUs. JSIG- 

l!()M' LllK, \JS1T ()1 Till' I’lll'ill)]' NT. 

Tun theatre at Cincinnati is small, and not very brilliant 
in decoration, but 111 the absence of every other amuse- 
ment our young men frequently attended it, and m the 
bright clear nights of autumn and winter, the mile and a 
half of distance was not enough to prevent the less en- 
terprising members of the family born sometimes accom- 
panying them. The great inducement to this was the 
excellent acting of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Drake*, 
the managers. Nothing could be more distinct than their 
line ol acting, but the great versatility of their powers 
enabled them often to appear together. Her cast was 
the highest walk of tragedy, and his the broadest comedy ; 
but yet, as Goldsmith says of his sister heroines, I have 
known them change characters for a whole evgrung toge- 
ther, and have wept with him and laughed a i th her, as 

* Mr. Drake was an Englishman. , 
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it was their will and pleasure to ordain. 1 think in his 
comedy he was superior to any actor 1 ever saw in the 
same parts, except Finery. Alexander Drake’s comedy 
was like that of the French, who never appear to be act- 
ing at all ; he av.s himself the comic being the author 
aimed at depicting. Let him speak whose words he 
would, from Slfftkspeare to Dolman, it w as impossible not 
to feel that half the fun was his own; he had, too, in a 
very high degree, the power that Fawcett possessed of 
drawing tears by a sudden louch of natural feeling. Ills 
comic songs might ha\e set the gravity of the judges and 
bishops together at defiance. Liston is great, but Alex- 
ander Drake was greatei. 

Mrs. Diake, fmmerly MKs Denny, greatly resembles 
Miss O’Neill ; a proof of tins is, that Mr. Kean, who had 
heaid of the resemblance, anived at New York late in the 
evening, and having repaiied to the theatie, saw her for 
the first time across the stage, and immediately ex- 
claimed, “ that's Miss Drimy.” Her voice, too, Inis the 
same rich and touching tones and is supeiior in power. 
Her talent is decidedly first-rate. Deep and genuine 
feeling, correct judgment, and Jthe most perfect good 
taste, distinguish hei ]>lay m every chaiacter. Her last 
act of Lelvidcra is superior m tragic effect to any thing 1 
ever saw on tin* stage, the one great exception to all com- 
parison, Mrs. Siddons, being set aside. 

It was painful to set 4 these excellent performers playing 
to a miserable house, not a third full, and the audience 
probably not including half a dozen persons who would 
prefer their playing to that of the vilest strollers. In 
proof of this, 1 saw them, as managers, give place to 
paltry third-rate actors from London, who would imme- 
diately draw crowded houses, and he overwhelmed with 
applause. 

Poor Drake died just before we left Ohio, and his w ife, 
who, besides her merit as an actress, is a most estimable 
and amiable woman, is left with a large family. I have 
little, o feather no doubt, of her being able to obtain an 
excellent Engagement, in London, but her having pro- 
perty m scVeral of the Western theatres will, 1 fear, 
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detain her in a neighbomhood where she is neither 
understood nor appreciated. She told me many very 
excellent professional anecdotes collected during her 
residence m the West; one of these paiticuhuly amused 
me as a specimen of Western idiom. » At lady who pro- 
fessed a great admiration for Mis. I)iake had obtained 
her permission to be present upon one occasion at her 
theatrical toilet. She was diessmg for some character 
in which she was to stab herself, and her dagger was 
Jung on (he table. The visitor took it up, and examin- 
ing it with much emotion, exclaimed, “ What! do you 
really jab this into tbursclf sev agarous ? ” 

We also saw the gieat Ameriean star, Mi . Ion est. 
What lie may become I will not piotend to prophesy; 
but when I saw' lnm play Hamlet at Cincinnati, not even 
Mis. Drake's sweet Ophelia could keep me beyond the 
thud act. It is true that I have seen Kemble, Mncready, 
Kean, Young, C. Kemble, Cook, and Talma pla\ Hamlet, 
and I might not, perhaps, be a very lair judge of tins 
young actor’s merits , but I was greatly amused when a 
gentleman, who asked my opinion of’ him, told me, upon 
hearing it, that he would not advise me to state it freely 
in America, “ for they would not bear it.’’ 

The theatre was really not a bad one, though the very 
poor receipts rendered it, impossible to keep it m high 
order; but an annoyance infinitely greater than decora- 
tions indifferently clean, was the style and manner of the 
audience. Men came into the lower tier of boxes with- 
out their coats ; aud I have seen slurt sleeves tucked up 
to the shoulder; the spitting was incessant, and the 
mixed smell of onions and whiskey was enough to make 
one feel even the Drakes’ acting dearly bought by the 
obligation of enduring its accompaniments.* The bear- 
ing and attitudes of the men .ire perfectly indesci ibable ; 
the heels thrown higher than the head, the entire rear of 

* I have had the* pleasuie of being, told by a variety of American 
travel lei s, whom J have met in England, Prance, and Germany, 
that since the publication of* this statement, this announce at the 
theatres, not only at Cincinnati, hut throughout all tp'j cities of the 
Union, has been greatly lessened. 
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the person presented to the audienee, the whole length 
supported on the benches, are among the vai ieties that 
these e\(juisite postal e-masters exhibit, The noises, 
too, were perpetual, and of the most unpleasant kind ; 
the applause is Expressed by cries and thumping with 
tin* feet, instead of clapping; and when a paiuotie fit 
seized thcm,nn*l “ Yankee Doodle” was called for, e\ fry- 
man seemed to think ids reputation as a citizen depended 
on the noise he made. 

Two \eiy indifferent figurantes, piobahly from the 
Ambiguc Comique, or Ja Daiete, ippde their appearance 
at Cincinnati while we were there 4 ; and had Mercury 
stepped down, and danced a pa.s srul upon earth, his 
godship could not have pioduccd a more violent sensa- 
tion. But wonder and admiration were by no means the 
only feelings excited ; hoiroi and dismay w ere pi odueed 
in at least an equal decree. No one, I believe, doubted 
their being admirable dancers, but every one agreed that 
the morals of the Western woild would never recover 
the shock. When I was asked if I had ever seen any 
thing so dreadful before, 1 was embai raised how to 
answer, for the young women 'hail been exceedingly 
careful, both in their dress and in their dancing, to meet 
the taste of the people ; but bad it been Virgnue m her 
most transparent attire, or Tagliom m her most remark- 
able pnouette, they could not hate been more repro- 
bated. The ladies altogether forsook the theatre ; the 
gentlemen muttered under their breath, and turned their 
beads aside when the subject was mentioned ; the clergy 
denounced them from the pulpit; and if they were 
named at the meetings of the saints, it was to show how 
deep the horror such a theme could produce. 1 could 
not but ask my self if virtue were a plant, thriving under 
one form in one country, and flourishing under a differ- 
ent one iid another? If these Western Americans are 
right, then how dreadfully wrong are we ! It is really a 
very jm^zling subject. 

But tlu^was not the only point on which I found my 
notions of flight and wrong utterly confounded ; hardly a 
day passed jjn which I did not discover that something or 
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other that I had been taught to consider lawful as eating, 
was held in abhorrence by those’ around me ; many words 
to which I had never beard an objectionable meaning 
attached, were totally interdicted, and the strangest 
paraphrastic sentences substituted. J confess it struck 
me, that notwithstanding a general stiff#.ess of manner, 
which 1 think must exceed that of the Scribes and Pha- 
risees, the Americans have imaginations that kindle with 
alarming facility. 1 could gi\ e many anecdotes to prove 
this, but will content myself with a few. 

A young German ^gentleman of’ perfectly good man- 
ners, once came to me greatly chagrined at having 
offended one of the principal families m the neighbour- 
hood, by having pronounced the word cm set before the 
ladies ol it. An old female fnend had kindly o\ercome 
her ow n feelihgs so far as to mention to him the cause of 
the coolness he had remarked, and strongly advised his 
making an apology. He told me that lie was perfectly 
well disposed to do so, but felt himself greatly at a loss 
how to w ord it. 

An English lady who had long kept a fashionable 
boarding-school in one of the Atlantic cities, told me 
that one of' her earliest cares with every new coiner, was 
the endeavour to substitute real delicacy for this affected 
precision of manner; among many anecdotes she told me 
one of a young lady about fourteen, who on entering the 
receiving room, where she only expected to see a lady 
who had inquired for her, and finding a young man with 
her, put her hands before her eyes, and ran out of the 
room again, screaming “ A man ! a man ! a man !” 

On another occasion, one of the young ladies in going 
up stairs to the drawing- room, unfortunately met a boy 
of fourteen coming down, and her feelings were so vio- 
lently agitated, that she stopped panting and sobbing, 
nor would pass on till the boy had swung himself up on 
the upper banisters, to leave the passage free. 

At Cincinnati there is a garden where the people go 
to eat ices, and to look at roses. Eor the preservation 
of the dow ers, there is placed at the end of' one of the 
walks a sign-post sort of daub, representing a Swiss pea- 
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Simt girl, holding in her hand a scroll, requesting that 
the roses might not be gathered. Unhappily tor the 
artist, or for the proprietor, or for both, the petticoat of 
this figure was so short as to show her ancle*. The 
ladies saw, and"sfluddered ; and it was formally intimated 
to the proprietor, that if he wished for the patronage of 
the ladies of Cincinnati, he must have the petticoat of 
this figure lengthened. The affrighted purveyor of ices 
sent off an expiess for the artist and his paint pot. lie 
came, hut unluckily not provided with any colour that 
would match the petticoat ; the necessity, however, was 
too urgent for delay, and a flounce of blue was added to 
the petticoat of led, giving bright and shining evidence 
before all men, of the immaculate delicacy of* the Cin- 
cinnati ladies. 

T confess [ was sometimes tempted to suspect that tin's 
ultra refinement was not vety deep seated. It often 
appeared to me like the consciousness of grossness, that 
wanted a veil : hut the veil was never gracefully adjusted. 
Occasionally, indeed, the vcr> same persons who ap- 
peared ready to faint at the idea of* a statue, would utter 
some unaccountable sally that was quite startling, and 
which made me feel that the indelicacy of which we were 
accused had its limits. The following anecdote is hardly 
fit to tell, hut it explains what I mean too well to be 
omitted. 

A young married lady, of hi^h standing and most fas- 
tidious delicacy, who had been brought up at one ol the 
Atlantic seminaries of highest reputation, told me that 
her house, at the distance of half a mile from a populous 
city, was unfortunately opposite a mansion of w orse than 
doubtful reputation. “It is abominable,” she said, “ to 
see the people that go there ; they ought to he exposed. 
I and another lady, an intimate friend of mine, did make 
one of them look foolish enough last summer: she was 
passing the day with me, and w hile we were sitting at 
the wthcIow, we saw a young man we both knew ride up 
there; we. went into the garden and w atched at the gate 
for him toVome back, and when he did, we both stepped 
out, and I \tid to him, 4 Are you not ashamed Mr. Wil- 
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ftt such a season, but our gentlemen brought us home 
mammoth bones and shaking Quaker stories in abun- 
dance. * 

These singular people, the slinking Quakers of Ame- 
rica, give undei u\ble proof that communities may exist 
and prosper, for they have continued for many )cais to 
adhere strictly to tins manner of life, and ha\e been con- 
stantly increasing m wealth. They have burned two or 
three difleient societies in distant paits of the I nion, all 
governed by the same general laws, and all uniformly 
prosper ous and flourishing. 

There must he some sound and wholesome principle 
at work in these establishments to cause their success in 
every undertaking, and this principle must he a powerful 
one, for it has to combat much that is absurd, and much 
that is mischievous. 

The societies* are generally composed of about an 
equal proportion of males and females, many of them 
being men and their wives ; but they are all bound by 
their laws not to cohabit together. Their religious ob- 
servances are wholly conlined to singing and (lancmg of 
the most grotesque kind, and this. repeated so constantly 
as to occupy much time ; yet these people become rich 
and powerful wherever they settle themselves. What- 
ever they manufacture, whatever their farms pioduce, is 
always in the highest repute, andbitygs the highest price 
in the market. They receive all strangers with great 
courtesy, and if they bring an introduction they arc lodged 
and fed for any length of time they choose to stay ; they 
are not asked to join in their labours, but are pei nutted 
to do so if they wish it. 

The Big-Bone Lick was not visited, and even partially 
examined, w ithout considerable fatigue. 

It appeared from the account of our travellers, that the 

* In one of Miss Sedgwick’s excellent novels — li Clarence,” if I 
mistake not, the authoress introduces a description of one of these 
corn m unux’s, embracing many particulars on the justice of which om 
travellers had no means of forming an opinion. If this desciiptum 
be as correct as those* of Miss Sedgwick generally are, absinddy is 
certainly the leakt of the objections to be uiged against them. 

\ 
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spot which gives the region its elegant name is a deep bed 
of blue-clay, tenacious and unsound, so much so as to 
render it both difficult and dangerous to traverse. The 
digging it has been found so lubonous, that no one has yet 
hazarded the expense of a complete scinch into its depths 
for the gigantic relics so certainly hidden there. The 
clay has never been moved without imdifig some of them ; 
and I think it can hardly be doubted tha? money and per-* 
severance would procure a moic perfect specimen ol an 
entire mammoth than we have yet seen A 

And now' the time arrived that our domestic circle was 
again to he broken up. Our eldest son was to he entered 
at Oxford, and jt was necessary that his father should 
accompany him: and, after considerable indecision, it 
was at length determined that 1 and my daughters should 
remain another year with our second son it was early in 
February, and our travellers prepared themselves to en~ 
count »r some sharp gales upon the mountains, though 
the great severity of the cold appeared to be past. We 
got buffalo robes and double shoes prepared for them, 
and they were on the eve of departure whin we heaid 
that General Jacksonville newly-elected President, was 
expected to ai rive immediately at Cincinnati, f rom his re- 
sidence hi the West, and to proceed by steam-boat to 
Pittsburgh, on Ins way to Washington. This determined 
them not to fix theory of their departure till they heard 
of his arrival, and then, if possible, to start m the same 
boat with him; the decent dignity of a private convey- 
ance not being deemed necessary for the President of the 
United States. 

The day of his arrival was however quite uncertain, 
and we could only determine to have every thing very 
perfectly m readiness, let it come when it would. This 
resolution was hardly acted upon when the news reached 
us that the general had arrived at Louisville, and was 
expected at Cincinnati in a few hours. Alf was bustle 
and hurry at Mohawk-cottage; we quickly despatched 

* Since the above was written, an immense skeleton, nearly perfect* 
has been extracted. 



or THE AMERICANS. 


109 


our packing business, and this being the fust opportunity 
we had had of witnessing such a demolish ation of popu- 
lar feeling, wo all determined to be piesent at tin* de- 
barkation of the great man. We aecoidmgly walked to 
Cincinnati, and .#c»ured a favouiable station at the land- 
ing-place, both for the purpose of seeing the first magis- 
trate, and of observing his reception by the people. \\ r e 
1 Kid waited but for a few moments when the heavy pant- 
ing of the steam-engines and then a dischaige of cannon 
told that we w ere just m tune; another moment hi ought 
Ins vesst 1 in sight. 

Nothing could be better of its kind than his approach 
to the shore: the noble steam-boat which convened him 
was flanked on each side by one of nearly equal si/e and 
splendour : the roofs of* all tlnee were co\ eied by aciowd 
of men, cannon saluted them from the shore as they 
passed by, to the distance of a quarter of a mile abou 
the town : there they turned about, and came down the 
livei with a rapid but stately motion, the three vessels so 
close together as to appear one mighty mass upon the 
water. 

W hen they anived opposite the principal landing, they 
swept gracefully round, and the side vessels sepaiatmg 
themselves from the centi e, fell a feu feet hack, permit- 
ting her to approach before them with her honoured 
freight. All this mameuvring vs a.\cxtrcmely well ex- 
ecuted, and really beautiful. 

The crowd on the shore awaited her arrival in perfect 
stMness. When she touched the bank the people on 
>ard gave a faint huzza, but it was answered by no note 
of w elcome from the land : this cold silence was certainly 
not produced by any want of friendly feeling towards 
the new President; during the whole of the canvassing 
he had been decidedly the popular candidate at Cincin- 
nati, and fpr months past we had been accustomed to 
the erv of* u Jackson lor ever” from an overwhelming 
majority;; but enthusiasm is not either the virtue or the 
vice of America. 

31 ore than one private carnage was stationed at the 
water’s edge to await the general’s orders, but they were 
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dismissed with the information that lie would walk to the 
hotel. Upon receiving this intimation the silent crowd 
divided itself in a very order!) manner, leaving a space 
for him to walk through them, lie did so, uncov ered, 
though the distance was considerable* *cind the weather 
very cold; hut he alone (with the exception of a lew 
European gentlemen v. ho were present) was without a 
hat. He wort 4 Ins grey Inin, carelessly, hut not un- 
gracefully an anged, and, spite of lus haish gaunt tca- 
tures, lie looks like a gentleman and a soldiei. lie was 
in deep mourning, having ver) recently lost Ins wife ; they 
were said to have been \ei\ happy together, and 1 was 
paint'd hy Iieai mg a \oite neai me exclaim, as lit* ap- 
j>ioach(‘tl the spot where I stood, “ There goes Jackson ; 
wlicie is Ins wile? ” Another shai p voice, at a little dis- 
tance, cried, u Adams for ever!" Anti these sounds 
were all I heard to break the silence. 

“ They manage these matters better” in the U »st, 1 
have no doubt, hut as \et I was still m the West, and 
still me lined to think that, how e\ c r meiitonous the Arne* 
i lean character mav he, it is not amiable. 

Mr. T. and Ins sons joined the gioup of citizens wlio 
■waited upon linn to the hotel, and were 1 piesented 
to the President m form; that is, they shook hands 
with him. Learning that he intended to remain a 
few' flours there, ^ more pioperfy, that it would he 
a few flours before the steam-boat would he ready 
to proceed, Mi. T. seemed heaths on boaul, and 
returned, to take a hasty dinner with us. At the hour 
appointed by t lie Captain, Mr. T. and his son accompa- 
nied the geneial ouhoaid; and b\ subsequent letters 1 
learnt that they had conversed a good deal with him, and 
were pleased b\ hi-* conversation and manners, but deeply 
disgusted by the hiutal familiarity to which they saw him 
exposed at every place on their pi ogress at winch they 
stopped ; I am tempted to quote one passage, as suf- 
ficiently descriptive of the manner, which so painfully 
grated against then European feelings. 

“ There was not a hulking boy from a keel-boat who 
was not introduced to the Pi evident, unless, indeed, as 
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[>ivas4he case with sonic, they introduced themselves, for 
'instance, 1 was at his elbow when a greasy lellou ac- 
costed him thus : — 

i: ‘ (Jeneral Jackson, I guess ? ’ 

<k The general ^owed assent. 

4< * Whv they told me } on was dead.’ 

“ ‘ No 1 Providence has hitherto preserved my lde.’ 

• “ ‘ And is youf wife alive too? ’ 

“ The general, apparently much hurt, signified the con- 
trur\, upon which the' eomtier concluded his harangue 
by saying, 4 Ay, I thought it was the one or the t other 
of ) e/ 7? ' 


CIIAPTPP xiv. 

vmikh’W m hi mi. - - rovi ko\ i ksv hi iuiin wiisus tn\ r \ \ m> 

« \M!'iu i i — i*i r Ki a inn - - si ioroion in i in- si \ i s. ■ — uir- 
HII'AN ! M 1 DOM J \H % llOK. 

The American spring is by no means so agreeable as the 
American autumn; both move with labeling step and 
slow, but this lingering pace, which is delicious in 
autumn, is most tormenting m the'Nprmg. In the one 
case you are about to part with a friend, who is becoming 
more gentle and agreeable at every step, and such steps 
can hardl) be made too slowly, but m the other, >ou 
ate making your escape Pom a dreary cavern, where 
you have been shut up with black Post and biting blasts, 
and where your best consolation was being smoke dried. 
But, upon second thoughts, l believe it would be more 
correct, instead of complaining of* the slow pace of the 
American spring, to declare that they have no spring at 
all. The beautiful autumn often lingers on till Christ- 
mas, after which winter can be trifled with no longer, and 
generally keeps a stubborn hold through the months 
winch we call spring, when he suddenly turns his hack, 
and summer takes Ins place. 
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The inconceivable uneertaint\ of the climate is. how- 
ever, such, that I will not venture to state about what 
time this change takes place, for it is certain, that let me 
name what time I would, it would be easy for any wea- 
ther journahscr to prove me wrong, bv quoting that the 
thermometer was at 100 at a period winch my statement 
included m the winter; or 50, long after i made the 
summer commence. 

The climate of Kngland is called uncertain ; but it can 
ne\er, 1 think, lie so described by any who have expe- 
rienced that of the United States. A gentleman, oil 
whose accuracy I could depend, told me he had repeat- 
edly known the thermometer vary above* 1*0 degrees in 
the space of twelve hours. This most unpleasant caprice 
of the temperatme is, 1 conceive, one cause of the un- 
heal t hiness of the climate. 

At length, however, alter shivering and shaking till we 
wen* tired of it, and having been half ruined m fire-wood, 
(w Inch, by the way, is nearly as dear as at Pans, and 
dearer in many parts of the Union), the summer burst 
upon us full blown, and the ice-house, the piazza, and 
the jalousies, were again in full inquisition. 

It was in the early summer of tins year (1820) that 
Cincinnati offered a spectacle unprecedented, 1 believe, 
in any age or country. Mr. Owen, of Lanai k, of New 
Harmony, of Texas^ .veil known to the world by all or 
either of these additions, had challenged the whole re- 
ligious public of the United States to discuss with lmu 
publicly the truth or falsehood of all the religions that 
had e\cr been propagated on the face of the earth; 
stating further that he undertook to prove that they were 
all equally false, and nearly equally mischievous. This 
most appalling challenge was conveyed to the world 
through the medium of New Orleans newspapers, and for 
some time it remained unanswered; at length the Reve- 
rend Alexander Campbell, from Rethany (hot of Judsea, 
but of Kentucky), proclaimed, through the same medium, 
that he was ready to take up the gauntlet. The place 
fixed for this extraordinary discussion was Cincinnati; 
the time, the second Monday in May, 1829, being about 
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a year from the time the challenge was accepted ; thus 
giving the disputants time to prepare themselves. 

Mr. Owen’s preparation, however, could only have 
been such as those who run may read ; for, during the 
interval, he traversed great part of North America, cross- 
ed the Atlantic twice, visited England, Scotland, Mexico, 
Texas, and I kneftv not how many places besides. 

• Mr. Campbell* I was told, passed this period very 
differently, being engaged in reading, with great research 
and perseverance, all the theological works within his 
reach. But whatever confidence the learning and piety 
of Mr. Campbell might have inspired in Jus friends, or in 
the Cincinnati Christians in general, it was not, as it 
appeared, sufficient to induce Mr. W ilson, the Presby- 
terian minister of the largest church in the town, to per- 
mit the display of them within its walls. This ref usal was 
great!} reprobated, and much regretted, as the curiosity 
to hear the discussion was very general, and no other 
edifice offered so much accommodation. 

A Methodist meeting-house, large enough to contain 
a thousand persons, u as at hM chosen; a small stage 
was arranged round the pulpit, large enough to accom- 
modate the disputants and their stenographer.-.; the 
pulpit itself was, throughout the whole time, occupied 
by the aged father of Mr. Campbell, whose flowing 
white hair, and venerable countenance, constantly 
expressive of the deepest attention, and the most pro- 
found interest, made him a very striking figure in the 
group. Another platfoim was raised in a conspicuous 
part of the building, on which were seated seven gentle- 
men of t lie city, selected as moderators. 

The chapel was equally divided, one half being ap- 
propriated <o ladies, the other to gentlemen; and the 
door of entrance reserved for the ladies was carefully 
guarded by persons appointed to prevent any crowding 
or difficultyYrom impeding their approach. I suspect that 
the ladies were indebted to Mr. Owen for tins attention ; 
the arrangements respecting them on this occasion were 
by no means American. 

When Mr. Owen rose, the building was thronged in 
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every part; the audience, or congregation (I hardly 
know which to call them), were of the highest rank of 
citizens, and as large a proportion of best bonnets 
fluttered there, as the “two-horned church” itself could 
boast. 

It was in the profoundest silence, and apparently with 
the deepest attention, that Mr. OwenV’opening address 
was received ; and surely it was the most singular one 
that ever Christian men and women sat to listen to. 

When I recollect its object, and the uncompromising 
manner m which the orator stated his mature conviction 
that the whole* history of* the Christian mission was a 
fraud, and its sacred origin a fable, I cannot but wonder 
that it was so listened to; jet at the time I felt no such 
wonder. Never did any one practise the suavitcr ni modo 
with more powerful effect than Mr. Owen. The gentle 
tone of his voice* ; his mild, sometimes playful, but never 
ironical manner ; the absence of every vehement or harsh 
expression; the affectionate interest expressed for “the 
whole human family ; ” the air of candour with which 
lie expressed his wish to be convinced he was wrong, if 
he indeed were so — bis kind smile — the mild expres- 
sion of his eyes — in short, his whole manner, disarmed 
zeal, and produced a degree of tolerance that those who 
did not hear him would hardly believe possible. 

Half an hour was^ie time allotted lor each haranguer ; 
when this was expired, the moderators were seen to 
look at their watches. Mr. Owen, too, looked at Ills 
(without pausing), smiled, shook his head, and said ill a 
parenthesis “ a moment’s patience,” and continued for 
nearly another halt hour. 

Mr. Campbell then arose, his person, voice, and man- 
ner all greatly in Ins iavmn. In Ins first attack he used 
the arms which m general have been considered as be- 
]<mjpng to the other side of the question. lie quizzed 
Mr. Owen most unmercifully ; pinched him 'here for his 
parallelograms; lut him there for his human perfecti- 
bility, and kept the whole audience in a roar of laughter. 
Mr. Owen joined m it most heartily 7 himself, and listened 
to him throughout with the air of a man w ho is delighted 
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at the good things he is hearing, and exactly in the cue 
to enjoy all the other good things that he is sure will 
follow. Mr. Campbell’s watch was the only one which 
reminded us that we had listened to him for half an hour ; 
and having continued speaking for a few minutes alter 
he had looked at* it, he sat down with, 1 should think, 
the universal admiration of his auditory. 

, Mr. Owen again addressed us ; and his first five 
minutes were occupied in complimenting Mr. Campbell 
with all the strength his exceeding heai ty laughter had 
left him. But then tie changed his tone, and said the 
business waxs too serious to permit the next half hour to 
pass so lightly and so pleasantly as the last ; and then he 
read us what he called his twelve fundamental laws of 
human nature. These twelve laws he has taken so much 
trouble to circulate to all the nations of the earth, that 
it must be quite unnecessary to repeat them here. To 
me they appear twelve truisms, that no man in his senses 
would ever think of contradicting ; but how any one can 
have conceived that the explanation and defence of 
these laws could furnish forth occupation for his pen and 
his voice, through whole years unwearying declama- 
tion, or how he can have dreamed that they could be 
twisted into a refutation of the Christian religion, is a 
mystery which 1 never expect to understand. 

From tins time Mr. Owen intre.^hed himself behind 
his twelve laws, and Mr. Campbell, with equal gravity, 
confined himself to bringing forward the most elaborate 
theological authorities in evidence of the truth of re- 
vealed religion. 

Neither appeared to me to answer the other ; but to 
confine themselves to the utterance of what they had 
uppermost in their own minds w hen the discussion began. 
I lamented this on the side of Mr. Campbell, as I am 
persuaded he w ould have been much more powerful had 
lie trusted more to himself and less to his books. Mr. 
Owen is an extraordinary man, and certainly possessed 
of talent, but he appears to me so utterly benighted in 
the mists of his own theories, that lie has quite lost the 
power of looking through them, so as to get a peep at 
the world as it really exists around him. 
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At the conclusion of the debate (which lasted for fif- 
teen sittings) Mr. Campbell desired the whole assembly 
to sit down. They obeyed, lie then requested all who 
wished well to Christianity to rise, and a very large ma- 
jority were in an instant on their legs. He again re- 
quested them to be seated, and then desired those who 
believed not in its doctrines to rise, and a few gentlemen 
and one lady obeyed. Mr. Owen protested against this 
manoeuvre, as he called it, and refused to believe that it 
afforded any proof of the state of men's minds, or of 
women’s either ; declaring, that not only w as such a 
result to be expected, in the present state of things, but 
that it was the duty of every man who had children to 
feed, not to hazard the sale of Ins hogs, or his iron, by a 
declaration of opinions which might offend the majority 
of his customers. It was said, that at the end of the fif- 
teen meetings the numerical amount of the Christians 
and the infidels of Cincinnati remained exactly what it 
was when they began. 

This was a result that might have been perhaps anti- 
cipated; but what wais much less to have been expected, 
neither of the disputants ever appeared to Jose their 
temper. I was told they were much in each other's 
companj% constantly dining together, and on all occa- 
sions expressed most cordially their mutual esteem. 

All this I think cq&ld only have happened in America. 
I am not quite sure that it was very desirable it should 
have happened any w here. 

In noting the various brilliant events winch diversified 
our residence in the western metropolis, I have omitted 
to mention the Birth -day Ball, as it is called, a festivity 
which, I believe, has place on the ( 2‘2d of February, in 
every town and city throughout the Union. It is the 
anniversary of the birth of General Washington, and 
well deserves to be marked by the Americans as a day 
of jubilee. 

I was really astonished at the coup d'ooil on entering, 
for I saw a large room filled with extremely w ell-dressed 
company, among whom w ere many very beautiful girls. 
The gentlemen also were exceedingly smart; but 1 had 
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Rot yet been long enough in Western America not to 
feci startled at recognising in almost every full* dressed 
beau that passed me, the master or shopman that l had 
been used to see behind the counter, or lolling at the 
door of every Isltop in the city. The fairest and finest 
belles smiled a^id smirked on them with as much zeal 
and satisfaction as 1 ever saw bestowed on an eldest son, 
and I therefore could feel no doubt of their being con- 
sidered as of the highest rank. Yet it must not be sup- 
posed that there is no distinction of classes; at this same 
ball 1 was looking among the many very beautiful girls 
I saw there for one more beautiful still, with whose lovely 
face I had been particularly struck at the school examin- 
ation I have mentioned. I could not find her, and asked 
a gentleman why the beautiful Miss 0. was not there. 

“ You do not yet understand our aristocracy/’ he re- 
plied ; “ the family of Miss C. are mechanics.” 

<c But the young ladv has been educated at the same 
school as these, whom I see here, and I know her brother 
has a shop in the town, quite as large, and apparently as 
prosperous, as those belonging to any of these young 
men. What is the difference T’ * 

lie is a mechanic : he assists in making the articles 
he sells ; the others call themselves merchants.” 

The dancing was not quite like, yet not very unlike 
what we see at an assize or race belli in a country town. 
They call their dances cotillions instead of quadrilles, 
and the figures arc called from the orchestra in English, 
which has a very ludicrous effect on European ears. 

The arrangements for the supper were very singular, 
but eminently characteristic of the country. The gentle- 
men had a splendid entertainment spread for them in 
another large room of the hotel, while the poor ladies 
had each a plate put into their hands, as they pensively 
promenaded the ball-room during their absence ; and 
shortly afterwards servants appeared bearing trays of 
sweetmeats, cakes, and creams. The fair creatures then 
sat down on a row r of chairs placed round the walls, and 
each making a table of her knees, began eating her 
sweet, but sad and sulky, repast. The effect was ex- 
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treraely comic : their gala-dresses and the decorated 
room forming a contrast the most unaccountable with 
their uncomfortable and forlorn condition, 



This arrangement was owing neither to economy nor 
want of a room large enough to accommodate the whole 
party, but purely because the gentlemen liked it better. 
Tins was the answer given me, when my curiosity 
tempted me to ask why the ladies and gentlemen did 
not sup together; and this was the answer repeated to 
me afterwards by a variety of people to whom I put the 
same question. 

I am led to mention this feature of American manners 
very frequently, not only because it constantly recurs, 
but because I consider it as being in a great degree the 
cause of that universal deficiency in good manners and 
graceful demeanour, both in men and Women, which is 
so remarkable. 

Where There is no court, which every where else is 
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the glass wherein the higher orders dress themselves, 
and which again reflected from them to the classes 
below, goes far towards polishing, in some degree, a 
great majority of the population, it is not to be ex- 
pected that manner should be made so much a study, or 
should attain ai# equal degree of elegance; but the defi- 
, ciency, and theimtal difference, is greater than this cause 
alone could account for. The hours of enjoyment are 
important to human beings every where, and we every 
where find them preparing to make the most of them. 
Those who enjoy themselves only in society, whether 
intellectual or convivial, prepare themselves for it, and 
such make but a poor figure when forced to be content 
with the sweets of solitude ; while, on the other hand, 
^bose to whom retirement affords the greatest pleasure, 
seldom give or receive much m society. Wherever the 
highest enjoyment is found by both sexes, in scenes 
where they meet each other, both will prepare them- 
selves to appear with advantage there. The men will 
not indulge in the luxury of chewing tobacco, or even of 
spitting, and the women will contrive to be capable of 
holding a higher post than that of unwearied tea-makers. 

In America, with the exception of dancing, which 
is almost wholly confined to the unmarried of both 
sexes, all the enjoyments of the men are found in the 
absence of the women. They dftie, they play cards, 
they have musical meetings, they have suppers, all in 
large parties, but all without women. Were it not 
that such is the custom, it is impossible but that they 
would have ingenuity enough to find some expedient for 
sparing the^rives and daughters of the opulent the 
sordid offices of household drudgery, which tiny almost 
all perform in their families. Even in the slave-states, 
though they may not clear-starch and iron, mix puddings 
and cakes* one half of the day, and watch them baking 
the other half, still the very highest occupy themselves 
in their household concerns, in a manner that precludes 
the possibility of their becoming elegant and enlightened 
companions. In Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New \ork, 
I met with some exceptions to this ; but speaking of the 
cdtantry generally, it is unquestionably true. 
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Had I not become heartily tired of my prolonged resi- 
dence in a place I cordially disliked, and which, moreover, 
I began to fear would not be attended with the favourable 
results we had anticipated, 1 should have t found an almost 
inexhaustible source of amusement in the notions and 
opinions of the people I conversed with*; and as it was, 
I often did enjoy this in a considerable degree. 

We received, as I have mentioned, much personal 
kindness ; but this by no means interfered with the 
national feeling of, I believe, unconquerable dislike, 
which evidently lives at the bottom of every true Ame- 
rican heart against the English. This shows itself in a 
thousand little ways, even in the midst of the most kind 
and friendly intercourse, but often in a manner more 
comic than offensive. 

Sometimes it was thus: — “ Well, now, I think your 
government must just be fit to hang themselves for that 
last war they cooked up ; it lias been the ruin of you, I 
expect, for it has just been the making of us.” 

Then ; — “ Well, I do begin to understand your broken 
English better than I did ; but no wonder I could not 
make it out very well at first, as you come from London ; 
for every body knows that London slang is the most 
dreadful in the world. How queer it is now, that all the 
people that live in London should put the h where it is 
not, and never will put it where it is,” 

I was egotistical enough to ask the lady who said this, 
if she found that 1 did so. 

“ No; you do not,” was the reply; but she added, 
with a complacent smile, “ it is easy enough to see the 
pains you take about it: I expect you have heard how 
we*^|jpiericans laugh at you all for it, and so you are 
tryingjx) learn our way of pronouncing.” 

One lady asked me very gravel}', if we had left home 
in order to get rid of the vermin with which the English 
of all ranks were afflicted ? “ I have heard from un- 
questionable authority,” she added, “ that it is quite 
impossible to walk through the streets of London with- 
out having the head filled.” 

I laughje^ a little, but spoke not a word. She coloured 
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highly, and said, “ There is nothing so easy as to laugh, 
but trutli is truth, laughed at or not.” 

I must preface the following anecdote by observing, 
that in America nearly the whole of the insect tribe are 
classed under tl?e # general name of bug; the unfortunate 
cosmopolite known by that name amongst us is almost 
.the only one not included in this term. A lady abruptly 
addressed me with, “ Don’t you hate chintzes, Mrs. 
Trollope ?” 

“ No, indeed,” I replied ; “ I think them very pretty.” 

u There now ! if that is not being English ! 1 reckon 
you call that loving your country. Well, thank God 1 
we Americans have something better to love our country 
for than that comes to ; we are not obliged to say that 
we like nasty filthy chintzes to show that we are good 
patriots.” 

“ Chintzes! what are chintzes?” 

“ Possible ! do you pretend you don't know what 
chintzes arc? Why the nasty little stinking blood- 
suckers that all the beds in London are full of.” 

1 have since been informed that chinche is Spanish for 
bug; but at the time the word suggested only the mate- 
rial of a curtain. 

.wAmong other instances of that species of modesty so 
often seen in America, and so unknown to us, I fre- 
quently witnessed one, which, whilfc it evinced the deli- 
cacy of the ladies, ^ive opportunity for many lively 
sallies from the gentlemen. I saw the same sort of thing 
repeated on different occasions at least a dozen times ; 
c. g. a young lady is employed in making a shirt (which 
it would be a symptom of absolute depravity to name), 
a gentleman enters, and presently begins the spigghtly 
dialogue with “ What are you making, Miss Clarissa?” 

u Only a frock for my sister’s doll, sir?” 

“ A frosk ! not possible. Don’t I see that it is not a 
frock? Come, Miss Clarissa, what is it?” 

“ ’Tis just an apron for one of our negroes, Mr. 
Smith.” 

“ How can you, Miss Clarissa ! why is not the two 
sides joined together? I expect you 'were fetter tell 
me what it is,” 
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6C My ! why then, Mr. Smith, it is just a pillow-case.” 
“ Now that passes, Miss Clarissa ! Tis a pillow-case 
for a giant, then. Shall I guess, Miss 

“ Quit, Mr. Smith; behave yourself, or I’ll certainly 
be affronted.” ' 



Before the conversation arrives at this point, both 
gentleman and lady are in convulsions of laughter. I 
once saw a young lady so hard driven by a wit, that to 
prove she was making a bag, and nothing but a bag, she 
sewed ends before his eyes, showing it trium- 
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"pliantly, and exclaiming, et There now ! what can you 
say to that?” 

One of my friends startled me one day by saying, in 
an affectionate, but rather compassionate tone, “ How 
will you bear to ^o#back to England to live, and to bring 
up your children # in a country where you know you are 
considered as no J)etter than the dirt in the streets?” 

I begged she would explain. 

# “ Why, you know I would not affront you for any 

thing ; but the fact is, we Americans know rather more 
than you think for; and certainly, if I was in England, 
I should not think of associating with any thing but Jord^. 
1 have always been among the first here, and if J tra- 
velled 1 should like to do the same. 1 don’t mean, I am 
sure, that I would not come to sec you, but you know 
you are not lords, and therefore I know very well how 
you are treated m your own country.” 

I very rarely contradicted statements of this kind, as 
I found it less trouble, and infinitely more amusing, to 
let them pass ; indeed, had 1 done otherwise, it would 
have been of little avail, as among the many convers- 
ations I held in America respecting my own country, I 
do not recollect a single instance in which it wuts not 
clear that I knew much less about it than those I con- 
versed with. 

On tire subject of national glory, I •presume I got more 
than my share of buffeting; for being a woman, there 
was no objection to their speaking out. One lady, in- 
deed, who w r as a great patriot, evinced much delicacy 
tow ards me, for upon some one speaking of* New Orleans, 
she interrupted them, saying, <£ 1 wish you would not 
talk of New Orleans;” and, turning to me, added with 
great gentleness, “ It must be so painful to your feelings 
to bear that place mentioned!” 

The immense superiority of the American to the 
British navy was a constant theme, and to this I always 
listened, as nearly as possible, in silence. I repeatedly 
heard it stated, (so often, indeed, and from such various 
quarters, that L think there must be some truth in it,) 
that the American sailors fire with a certainty of slaughter, 
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whereas our shots are sent very nearly at random. 

“ This,” said a naval officer of high reputation, “ is the 
blessed effect of your game-laws ; your sailors never fire 
at a mark; whilst our free tars, from their practice in 
pursuit of game, can any of them spk : t*a hair.” Hut the - 
favourite, the constant, the universal peer that met me 
every where, was on our old fashioned attachments to 
things obsolete. Had they a little wit among them, I 
am certain they would have given us the cognomen of 
“ My Grandmother, the British,” for that is the tone 
they take, and it is thus they reconcile themselves to the 
crude newness of every thing around them. 

“ I wonder you are not sick of kings, chancellors, and 
archbishops, and all your fustian of wigs and gowns,” 
said a very clever gentleman to me once, with an affected 
yawn. “ I protest the very sound almost sets me to 
sleep.” 

It is amusing to observe how soothing the idea seems, 
that they are more modern, more advanced than England. 
Our classic literature, our princely dignities, our noble 
institutions, are all gone-by relics of the dark ages. 

This, and the vastness of their naked territory, make 
up the flattering unction which is laid upon the soul, as 
an antidote to the little misgiving which from time to 
time arises, lest their large country be not of quite so 
much importance among the nations, certain paltry 
old-fashioned little place that they wot of. 

I was once sitting with a party of ladies, among whom 
w r ere one or two young girls, whose curiosity was greater 
than their patriotism, and they asked me many questions 
respecting the splendour and extent of London. I was 
endeavouring to satisfy them by the best description I 
could give, when we were interrupted by another lady, 
who exclaimed, “ Do hold your tongues, girls, about 
London ; if you want to know what a beaytiful city is, 
look at Philadelphia ; when Mrs. Trollope has been there, 
I think she will allow that it is better worth talking about 
than that great overgrown collection of nasty, filthy, 
dirty streets, that they call London.” 

Once in Ohio, and once in the district of Columbia, I 
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{md an atlas displayed before me, that I might be con- 
vinced by the evidence of my own eyes what a very 
contemptible little country I came from. I shall never 
forget the gravity with which, on the latter occasion, a 
gentleman drew out his graduated pencil-case, and 
showed me, past' Contradiction, that the whole of the 
British dominions did not equal in size one of their least 
important states ; nor the air with which, after the de- 
monstration, he placed his feet upon the chimney-piece, 
considerably higher than his head, and whistled Yankee 
Doodle. 

Their glorious institutions, their unequalled freedom, 
were, of' course, not left unsung. 

I took some pains to ascertain what they meant by 
their glorious institutions, and it is with no affectation of 
ignorance that 1 profess 1 never could comprehend the 
meaning of the phrase, which is, however, on the lip of 
eveiy American, when he talks of* his country. I asked 
if by their institutions they meant their hospitals and 
penitentiaries. “ Oh no ! we mean the glorious institu- 
tions which are coeval with the revolution.” “Is it,” 
1 asked, “ your institution of marriage, which you have 
made purely a civikand not a religious rite, to be per- 
formed by a justice of peace, instead of a clergyman?” 

“ ()h no! we spq&k of our divine political institutions.” 
Yet still I was fee dark, nor can I guess what they 
mean, unless incessant electioneering, without 

pause or intervafM a single day, for a single hour, of 
their whole existence, “a glorious institution.” 

Their unequalled freedom, I think, 1 understand better. 
Their code of common law is built upon ours; and the 
difference between us is this, in England the laws are 
acted upon, in America they are not. 

I do not speak of the police of the Atlantic cities; I 
believe it is well arranged : in Mew York it is celebrated 
for being so ; but out of the range of their influence, the 
contempt of law is greater than I can venture to state, 
with any hope of being believed. Trespass, assault, 
robbery, nay, even murder, are often committed without 
the slightest attempt at legal interference. 
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During the summer that we passed most delightfully 
in Maryland, our rambles were often restrained in 
various directions by the advice of our kind friends, who 
knew the manners and morals of the country. When 
we asked the cause, we were told, “ There is a public- 
house on that road, and it will not brt fSife to pass it.’' 

The line of the Chesapcak and Ohio canal passed 
within a few miles of Mrs. S***’s residence. It twige 
happened during our stay with her, that dead bodies 
were found partially concealed near it. The circumstance 
was related as a sort of half-hour's wonder; and when I 
gsked particulars of those who, on one occasion, brought 
the tale, the reply was, “ Oh, lie was murdered, I ex- 
pect; or may -be lie died of the canal fever* but they 
say lie had marks of being throttled.” No inquest was 
summoned ; and certainly no more sensation was pro- 
duced by the occurrence than if a sheep had been found 
in the same predicament. 

The abundance of food and the scarcity of haimincr 
were also favourite topics, as proving their superiority to 
England. They are both excellent things, but I do not 
admit the inference. A wade and most fertile territory, 
as yet but thinly inhabited, may easily be made to yield 
abundant food for its population : ana where a desperate 
villain knows that when he has made his town or his village 
“ too hot to hold him,” he has nothing to do but to 
travel a few miles \tfest, and be sure otj’jflfflding plenty of 
beef and whiskey, with no danger tnat the law shall 
follow him, it is not extraordinary that executions should 
be rare. 

Once during our residence at Cincinnati, a murderer 
of uncommon atrocity was taken, tried, convicted, and 
condemned to death. It had been shown on his trial, 
that some years before be had murdered a wife and child 
at New Orleans, but little notice had been taken of it at 
the time. The crime which had now thrown- him into the 
hands of justice was the recent murder of a second wife, 
^nd the chief evidence against him was his ow n son. 

The day of his execution was fixed, and the sensation 
produced was so great, from the strangeness of the oc- 
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currence (no white man having ever been executed at 
Cincinnati), that persons from sixty miles’ distance came 
to he present at it. 

Meanwhile some unco’ good people began to start 
doubts as to the* Righteousness of hanging a man, and 
•made application^) the Governor of the State * of' Ohio, 
to commute the sentence into imprisonment. The Go- 
vernor for some time refused to interfere with the 
sentence of the tribunal before which he had been tued; 
but at length, frightened at the unusual situation in 
which he found himself, he yielded to the importunity of 
the Presbyterian party who had assailed him, and sent 
off an order to the sheriff accordingly. But this order 
was not to leprieve him, but to ask linn if be pleased to 
be reprieved, and sent to the penitentiary instead of 
being hanged. 

The sheriff waited upon the criminal, and made his 
proposal, and was answered, “ If any thing could make 
me agree to it, it would be the hope of living long 
enough to kill you and my dog of a son: however,! 
won’t agree : you shall have the hanging of me," 

The woithy sheriff', to whom the* ghastly office of ex- 
ecutioner is assigned, said all in his power to persuade 
him to sign the offered document, in vam; he ob- 
tained nothing but abuse for his efforts. 

The day of execution arrived : tfte place appointed 
w as the side of a hill, the only one cleared of tiees near 
the town ; and many hours before the time fixed, w r e 
saw it entirely covered by an immense multitude of men, 
women, and children. At length the hour arrived, the 
dismal cart was seen slowly mounting the lull, the noisy 
throng was hushed into solemn silence: the wretched 
criminal mounted the scaffold, when again the sheriff' 
asked him to sign his acceptance of the commutation 
proposed ; but he spurned the paper from him, and cried 
aloud, “ Hang me ! ” 

Mid-day was the moment appointed for cutting the 


* The governors of states have the same power over life and death 
as is vested, with us, in the crown. 
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rope : the sheriff stood, his watch in one hand, and a 
knife in the other; the hand was lifted to strike, when 
the criminal stoutly exclaimed, “ I sign ; ” and he was 
conveyed back to prison, amidst the shouts, laughter, 
and ribaldry of the mob. 

I am not fond of hanging, but there was something in- 
all this that did not look like the Recent dignity of 
wholesome justice.* •• 


CHAPTER XV. 


CAMr-MEFTING. 

It was in the course of this summer that I found the 
opportunity I had long wished for, of attending a camp- 
meeting, and 1 gladly accepted the invitation of an 
English lady and gentleman to accompany them in their 
carriage to the spot where it is held ; this was in a wild 
district on the confines of Indiana. 

The prospect of passing a night in the back woods of 
Indiana was by no means agreeable, but 1 screwed my 
courage to the proper pitch, and set forth determined to 
see with my own ej^es, and hear with my own cars, what 
a camp-meeting really was. I had heard it said that 
being at a camp-meeting was like standing at the gate 
of heaven, and seeing it opened before you ; I had heard 
it said, that being at a camp-meeting was like finding 
yourself within the gates of hell ; in either case there 
must be something to gratify curiosity, and compensate 

* It was not till after I had left the United States that the fnghtful 
details of -Lynch law reached me. These details are now well known 
throughout Europe, and must surely be received as confirmation of 
the statements made in the foregoing chapter, respecting the in- 
sufficiency of the laws, or at least of the manner in which they are 
enforced, for preventing and punishing crime. Yet these statements 
are among those w hich brought upon me the most positive accusations 
of having falsified facts, and grossly unstated what I saw. 

•• ^ 
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fbr the fatigues of a long rumbling ride and a sleepless 
night. 

We reached the ground about an hour before mid- 
night, and the approach to it was highly picturesque. 
The spot chosei^ was the verge of an unbroken iorest, 
.where a space of (ibout twenty acres appeared to have 
been partially cleared for the purpose. Tents of different 
sizes were pitched very near together m a circle round 
the cleared space; behind them were ranged an exterior 
circle of carriages of every description, and at the back 
of each were fastened the hoises which had drawn them 
thither. Through this triple* circle of defence we dis- 
tinguished numerous tires burning brightly w i thin it ; and 
rill moie numeious lights dickering from the trees that 
were left m the enclosure. The moon was in meridian 
splendour above* our heads 

We left the carnage to the care of a servant, who was 
to piepare a bed m it tor Mrs. I>. and me, and entcied 
the inner circle. The hrst glance reminded me of 
Vauxhall, from the effect of the lights among the trees, 
and the* moving crowd below' them; but the second 
showed a scene totally unlike any thing I had ever 
witnessed. Four high frames, constructed in the form 
of altars, were placed at the four corners of the en- 
closure ; on these were supported layers of earth and 
sod, on which burned immense fir^s of blazing pine- 
wood. On one side a rude platform was erected to ac- 
commodate the pieachers, fifteen of whom attended this 
meeting, and with very short intervals for necessary re- 
freshment and private devotion, preached in rotation, 
day and night, from Tuesday to Saturday. 

When we arrived the preachers were silent; but we 
heard issuing from nearly every tent mingled sounds of 
praying, pi caching, singing, and lamentation. The cur- 
tains m front of each tent were dropped, and the famt 
light that gleamed through the white drapery, backed as 
it was by the dark forest, had a beautiful and mysterious 
effect, that set the imagination at work ; and had the 
sounds which vibrated around us been less discordant, 
harsh, and unnatural, I should have enjoyed it; but 



130 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


listening at the corner of a tent, which poured forth 
more than its proportion of clamour, in a few moments 
chased every feeling derived from imagination, and fur- 
nished realities that could neither be mistaken nor for- 
gotten. 

Great numbers of persons were walking about the 
ground, who appeared like ourselves to be present only 
as spectators ; some of these very unceremoniously con- 
trived to raise the drapery of* this tent, at one corner, so 
as to afford us a perfect view of the interior. 

The door was covered with straw, which round the 
sides was heaped m masses, that might serve as seats, 
but which at that moment were used to support the 
heads and the arms of the close-packed circle of men 
and women who kneeled on the floor. 

Out of about thirty persons thus placed, perhaps half 
atlozen w ere men. One of these, a handsome looking 
youth of eighteen or twenty, kneeled just below the 
opening through which 1 looked. His arm was encircling 
the neck of a young girl who knelt beside him, with her 
hair hanging dishevelled upon her shoulders, and her 
features working with the most violent agitation; soon 
after they both fell forward on the straw, as if unable to 
endure in any other attitude the burning eloquence of a 
tall grim figure in black, who, standing erect in the 
centre, was uttering with incredible vehemence an 
oration that seemed to hover betwmen praying and 
preaching; his arms lumg stiff* and immovable by his 
side, and he looked like an ill-constructed machine, set 
in action by a movement so violent, as to threaten its 
own destruction, so jerkmgly, painfully, yet rapidly, did 
his words tumble out ; the kneeling circle ceased not to 
call, in every variety of tone, on the name of Jesus; ac- 
companied with sobs, groans, and a sort of low bowling 
inexpressibly painful to listen to. But mv attention was 
speedily withdrawn from the preacher, ahd the circle 
round him, by a figure which knelt alone at some dis- 
tance ; it w r as a living image of Scott’s Macbnar, as 
young, as wuld, and as terrible. IJis thin arms, tossed 
above his head, had forced themselves so far out of the 
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sleeves, that they were bare to the elbow ; his large eyes 
glared frightfully, and he continued to scream without 
an instant’s intermission the word “ (dory ! ” with a 
violence that seemed to swell every vein to bursting. It 
was too dreadfuj to look upon long, and we turned away 
shuddering. 

We made the*circuit of the tents, pausing where at- 
tention was particularly excited by sounds more vehe- 
ment than oubnary. We contrived to look into many ; 
all were strewed with straw, and the distorted figures 
that we saw r kneeling, sitting, and lying amongst it, joined 
to the woeful and convulsive cries, gave to each the air 
of a cell in Bedlam. 

One tent was occupied exclusively by negroes. They 
were ail lull-dressed, and looked exactly as if they were 
performing a scene on the stage. One woman wore a 
diessof pink gauze trimmed with silver lace; another 
wans dressed in pale yellow silk; one or two had splendid 
tui bans; and all wore a profusion of ornaments. The 
men were m snow white pantaloons, with gay coloured 
linen jackets. One of these, a youth of coal-black come- 
liness, was preaching with the most violent gesticulations, 
frequently springing high from the ground, and clapping 
his hands over Ins head. Could our missionary societies 
have heard the trash lie uttered, by way of an address 
to the Deity, they might perhaps lulve doubted whether 
his conversion had much enlightened his mind. 

At midnight a horn sounded through the camp, which, 
we were told, was to call the people from private to pub- 
lic worship; and we presently saw them flocking from 
all sides to the front of the preachers’ stand. Mrs. Ik 
and I contrived to place ourselves with our hacks sup- 
ported against the low'er part of this structure, and we 
were thus enabled to witness the scene which followed, 
without personal danger. There were about two thou- 
sand persons assembled. 

One of the preachers began in a low nasal tone, and, 
like all other Methodist preachers, assured us of the 
enormous depravity of man as he comes from the hands of 
his Maker, and of his perfect sanctification after he had 
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wrestled sufficiently with the Lord to get hold of him, et 
ccctcra . The admiration of the crowd was evinced by 
almost constant cries of “Amen! Amen!” “Jesus! 
Jesus ! ” “ Glory ! (dory ! ” and the like. But this com- 
parative tranquillity did not last long: £l:c preacher told 
them that “ this night was the tune fixed upon for 
anxious sinners to wrestle with the Lord";” that he and 
his brethren “ were at hand to help them,” and that such 
as needed their help were to come forward into “ the 
pen.” The phrase forcibly recalled Milton’s lines — 

“ Blind mouths ' that soaice themselves know how to hold 
V sheep-hook, 01 have learned aught eke, the least 
Tli.it to the hnthful herdsman’s ait belongs 1 
— But when lhe\ list their lean and Hash} songs, 

(irate on their scrannel pipes ol wretched straw , — 

The hungry sheep look up, and are not fed ! 

But swoln with wind, and the rank mist they diaw\ 

Rot inwardly — and loul contagion spiead.” 

“ The pen ’* was the space immediately below the 
preacher’s stand; we were therefore placed on the edge 
of it, and were enabled to see and hear all that took 
place m the \ery centre of this extraordinary exhibition 
The crowd fell back at the mention of the pen, and for 
some minutes there was a vacant space before us. The 
preachers came dowh from their stand, and placed them- 
selves m the midst of' it, beginning to sing a hymn, calling 
upon the penitents to come forth. As they sang they 
kept turning themselves round to every part of the crowd, 
and, by degtees, the voices of the whole multitude joined 
in chorus 'This was the only moment at which 1 per- 
ceived any thing like the solemn and beautiful effect 
which I bad heard ascribed to this woodland worship. It 
is certain that the combined voices of such a multitude, 
heard at dead of night, from the depths of their eternal 
forests, the many fair young faces turned upw r ard, and 
looking paler and lovelier as they met the moonbeams, 
the dark figures of the officials in the middle of the circle, 
the lurid glare thrown by the altar-fires on the woods 
beyond, did altogether produce a fine and solemn effect, 
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that I shall not easily forget; but ere I had well enjoyed 
it, the scene changed, and sublimity gave place to horror 
and disgust. 

The exhortation nearly resembled that which I had 
heard at “ the Revival,” but the result wtis very different ; 
for, instead of tlili few hysterical women who had dis- 
tinguished thenfselves on that occasion, above a hundred 
.persons, nearly *5all females, came forward, uttering bowl- 
ings and groans so terrible that 1 shall never cease to 
shudder when 1 recall them. They appeared to drag 
each other forward, and on the word being given, “ Let 
us pray,” they all fell on their knees ; but this posture 
w as soon changed for others that permitted greater scope 
for the convulsive movements of their limbs; and they 
were soon all lying on the ground m an indescribable 
confusion of heads and legs. They threw about their 
limbs with such incessant and violent motion, that I was 
every instant expecting some serious accident to occui. 

But how am I to describe the sounds that proceeded 
from this strange mass of human beings J I know no 
woids which can convey an idea of it. Hysterical sob- 
bings, convulsive groans, shrieks and sci earns the most 
appalling, burst forth on all sides. I felt sick with horror. 
As if their hoarse and overstrained voices failed to make 
noise enough, they soon began to clap their hands vio- 
lently. The scene described by* Dante was before 
me : — 


; Qum sospiri, pianti, od alti guai 

Risonavan pci Facie 

Orriluli favollc 

Parole di doiore, at eenti d’ira 

Voi i alti e fioehe, c s non <h man urn ellr. 


Many of these wretched creatures w ere beautiful young 
females. 'The preacheis moved about among them, at 
once excitihg and soothing their agonies. I heard the 
muttered “ Sister ! dear sister 1 ” 1 .saw' the insidious 
lips approach the cheeks of the unhappy girls ; I heard 
the murmured confessions of the poor victims, and I 
watched their tormentors, breathing into their ears con- 
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solations that tinged the pale cheek with red. Had I 
been a man, I am sure I should have been guilty of some 
rash act of interference ; nor do 1 believe that such a 
scene could have been acted in the presence of English- 
men without instant punishment being jpflicted ; not to 
mention the salutary discipline of the .treadmill, which, 
beyond all question, would, in England, have been applied 
to check so turbulent and so vicious a sdene. 

After the first wild burst that followed their prostra- 
tion, the moanings, in many instances, became loudly 
articulate; and I then experienced a strange vibration 
between tragic and comic feeling. 

A very pretty girl, who was kneeling in the attitude of 
Canova’s Magdalene immediately before us, amongst an 
immense quantity of jargon, broke out thus : “ Woe ! 
woe to the backsliders 1 hear it, hear it, Jesus! when I 
was fifteen my mother died, and 1 haekshded, oh Jesus, 
I haekshded! take me home to my mother, Jesus’ take 
me home to her, for 1 am weary ! Oh John Mitchel ! 
John Mitchel!” and after sobbing piteously behind her 
raised hands, she lifted her sweet face again, which was 
as pale as death, and said, “Shall I sit on the sunny 
bank of* salvation with my mother ? my own dear mother ? 
oh Jesus, take me home, take me home !” 

Who could refuse a tear ro this earnest wish for death 
in one so young and< so lovely? l>ut I saw her, ere I 
left the ground, with her hand fast locked, and her head 
supported by a man who looked very much as Don Juan 
might, w hen sent back to earth as too bad for the regions 
below. 

One w oman near us continued to “ call on the Lord,” 
as it is termed, in the loudest possible tone, and without 
a moment’s interval, for the two hours that wo kept our 
dreadful station. She became frightfully hoarse, and her 
face so red as to make me expect she would burst a 
blood-vessel. Among the rest of her rant, she said, “I 
will hold fast to Jesus, J never will let him go; if they 
take me to hell, I will still hold him fast, fast, fast 1 ’’ 

The stunning noise was sometimes \aned by the 
preachers beginning to sing ; but the convulsive rnove- 
v. 
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ments of the poor maniacs only became more violent. At 
length the atrocious wickedness of this horrible scene 
increased to a degree of grossness, that drove us from 
our station: we returned to the carriage at about three 
o’clock m the morning, and passed the remainder of the 
night m hstcniifup to the ever increasing tumult at the 
pen. To sleep # was impossible. At day-break the horn 
again sounded,*to send them to private devotion ; and in 
about an hour afterwards I saw the whole camp as joy- 
ously and eagerly employed in preparing and devouring 
their most substantial breakfasts as if* the night had been 
passed m dancing; and I marked many a fair but pale 
face, that I recognised as a demoniac of the night, 
simpering beside a swain, to whom she carefully adminis- 
tered hot coffee and eggs. The preaching saint and the 
howling sinner seemed alike to relish this mode of 
recruiting their strength. 

After enjoying abundance of strong tea, which proved 
a delightful restorative after a night so strangely spent, 
1 wandered alone into the forest, and I never remember 
to have found perfect ijuiet more delightful. 

We soon after left the ground ; hut before our de- 
parture we learnt that a very satisfactory collection had 
been made by the preachers, for Bibles, tracts, and all 
other religious purposes. 


CHAPTER XVI. 

DANGFll Or RURAL EXCURSIONS. -SICKNESS. 

It is by no*means easy to enjoy the beauties of American 
scenery in the west, even when you are m a neighbour- 
hood tfiat affords much to admire; at least in doing so, 
you run considerable risk of injuring your health. No- 
thing is considered more dangerous than exposure to 



136 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


mid-day heat except exposure to evening damp ; and the 
twilight is so short, that if you set out on an expedition 
when the fervid heat subsides, you can hardly get half a 
mile before “sun down,” as they call it, warns you that 
you must run or drive home again, as fast as possible, 
for fear you should get a “ chill.” » 

I believe we braved all tins more than any one else in 
the whole country, and if we had not, wy; should have 
left Cincinnati without seeing any thing of the country 
around it. 

Though we kept steadily to our resolution of passing 
no more sylvan hours in the forests of Ohio, we often 
spent entire days in Kentucky, tracing the course of a 
“ creek,” or climbing the highest points within our reach, 
in the hope of catching a glimpse of some distant object. 
A beautiful reach of the Ohio, or the dark windings of 
the pretty Licking, were indeed always the most remark- 
able features m the landscape. 

There was one spot, however, so beautiful that we vi- 
sited it again and again; it was by no means fiee from 
mosquitos ; and being on the bank of a stream, with many 
enormous trees lying on the halt-cleared ground around, 
it was just such a place as we had been told a hundred 
times was particularly “ dangerous nevertheless, we 
dared every thing for the sake of dining beside our beau- 
tiful rippling stream, and watching the bright sunbeams 
dancing on the grassy bank, at such a distance from our 
retreat that they could not heat us. A little below the 
basin that cooled our wine was a cascade of sufficient di- 
mensions to gi\e us all the music of a waterfall, and all 
the sparkling brightness of clear water when it is broken 
again and again by jutting crags. 

To sit beside this immature cascade, and read, or 
dream away a day, w^as one of our greatest pleasures. 

It was indeed a mortifying fact, that whenever we 
found out a picturesque nook, where turf, and moss, and 
deep shade, and a crystal stream, and fallen trees, ma- 
jestic in their rum, tempted us to sit down, and be very 
cool and very happy, we invariably found that that spot 
lay under the imputation of malaria. 



OF THE AMERICANS. 


137 


A row upon the Ohio was another of our favourite 
amusements ; but in this, I believe, we were also very 
singular, for often, when enjoying it, we were shouted at, 
by the young free-borns on the banks, as if we had been 
so many monsters. 

The only rurtiL amusement in which we ever saw any 
of the natives engaged was eating strawberries and cream 
in a pretty garden about three miles from the town : here 
we actually met three or four carriages ; a degree of dis- 
sipation that I never w itnessed on apy other occasion. 
The strawberries were tolerable strawberries, but the 
cream was the vilest sky-blue, and the charge half a dol- 
lar to each person ; which bung about the price of half 
a fat sheep, I thought “pretty considerable much,'’ if I 
may be permitted to use an expressive phrase of the 
country. 

We had repeatedly been told, by those' who knew the 
land, that the ,s riond summer was the great trial to the 
health of Europeans settled m America; but we had now 
reached the middle 4 of our second August, and until the 
exception of the lever one of my ^ons had sulfeieel from, 
the summer after our arrival, we hael all enpned perfect 
health; but I was now doomed to feel the truth of the 
above prediction ; for before the end of August 1 lei! low 
before the monster that is for ever stalking through that 
land of Jakes and riveis, breathing lever and death 
around. It was nine weeks before I left m} room, and 
when I did, I looked more fit to walk into the Potter’s 
Field (as they call the English burying-ground) than any 
where else. 

Long after my general health was pretty well restored, 

I suffered from the effect of the fever m my limbs, and 
lay m bed reading, seveial weeks after I had been pro- 
nounced convalescent. Several American novels were 
brought me. Mr. Flint’s Francis Fenian is excellent ; a 
httle wild find romantic, but containing scenes of first- 
rate interest and pathos. Hope Leslie, and Redwood, 
by Miss Sedgwick, an American lady, have both great 
merit; and I now first read the whole of Mr. Cooper’s 
novels.. By the time these American studies were com- 
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pleted, I never closed my eyes without seeing myriads 
of bloody scalps floating round me; long slender figures 
of Red Indians crept through my dreams with noiseless 
tread; panthers glared; forests blazed; and whichever 
way I fled, a light foot, a keen eye, and a long rifle were 
sure to be on my trail. An additional ptuice of calomel 
hardly sufficed to neutralise the effect myth esc raw-head 
and bloody -bones adventures. I was advised to plunge 
immediately into a course of fashionable novels. It w^as 
a great relief to me ; but as my head w as by no means 
very clear, J sometimes jumbled strangely together the 
civilised rogues and assassins of Mr. Rulwer, and the 
wild men, women, and children slayers of AT r. Cooper ; 
and, truly, between them, I passed my dreams m \ery 
bad company. 

Still 1 could not stand, nor even sit upright. What 
was 1 to read next ? A happy thought struck me. J de- 
termined upon beginning with Waveiley, and reading 
through (not for the hr^t time certainly) the whole senes. 
And what a world did I enter upon 1 'The wholesome vi- 
gour of every page seemed to communicate itself to my 
nerves; I ceased to be languid and fretful; and though 
still a cripple, 1 certainly enjoyed myself most com- 
pletely, as long as my treat lasted ; but this was a shorter 
time than any one would believe, who has not found how 
such volumes melt before the constant reading of a long 
idle day. When it was over, however, I had the pleasure 
of finding that I could walk half a dozen yards at a time, 
and take short airings in an open carriage ; and better 
still, could sleep quietly. 

It was no very agreeable conviction which greeted my 
recovery, that our Cincinnati speculation for my son 
would in no way answer our expectation ; and very soon 
after, he was again seized with the bilious fever of the 
country, which terminated in that most distressing of all 
maladies, an ague. I never witnessed its effects before, 
and therefore made myself extremely miserable at w r hat 
those around me considered of no consequence. 

I believe this frightful complaint is not immediately 
dangerous ; but I never can believe that the violent and 
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sudden prostration of strength, the dreadfully convulsive 
movements which distort the limbs, the livid hue that 
spreads itself over the complexion, can take place with- 
out shaking the seat of health and life. Repeatedly we 
thought the n^alady cured, and for a few days the poor 
sufferer believe^ himself restored to health and strength ; 
but again and £gai» it returned upon bun, and he began 
to give himself up as the victim of ill health. My own 
health was still \ery infirm, and it took but little time to 
decide that we must leave Cincinnati. The only impedi- 
ment to this was, the fear that Mr. Trollope, who w r as to 
join us in the spring, might have set out, and thus arrive 
at Cincinnati after we had left it. However, as the time 
he had talked of leaving England was later in the season, 
J decided upon running the risk ; but the winter had set 
in with great seventy, and the river being fiozen, the 
steam-boats could not lun ; the frost continued unbroken 
through the whole of February, and we were almost 
weary of waiting for its departure, which was to be the 
signal of ours. 

The breaking up of the ice on the Licking and Ohio 
formed a most striking spectacle. At night the river 
presented a solid surface of ice, but m the morning it 
showed a collection of floating ice-bergs, of every ima- 
ginable size and form, whirling against each other with 
frightful violence, and with a noise unlike any sound I 
remember. 

This sight was a very welcome one, as it gave us hopes 
of immediate departure, but my courage failed, when 1 
heard that one or two steam-boats, weary of waiting, 
meant to start on the morrow'. The idea of running 
against these floating islands w'as really alarming, and I 
was told by many, that my fears were not without found- 
ation, for that repeated accidents had happened from this 
cause ; and then they talked of the little Miami river, 
whose mohth we were to pass, sending down masses of 
ice that might stop our progress; in short, we waited pa- 
tiently and prudently, till the learned in such matters 
told us that we might start with safety. 
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CHAPTER XVII. V 


DEPARTURE FROM CINCINNATI. SOCIETY ON BOARD 1UE STEAM-BOAT. 

ARRIVAL AT WHEELING UEI ESPRIT. 


We quitted Cincinnati the beginning of* March, 1830, and 
I believe there was not one of our party who did not ex- 
perience a sensation of pleasure in leaving it. We had 
seen again and again all the queer varieties of its little 
world; had amused ourselves with its consequence, its taste, 
and its ton, till they had ceased to he amusing. Not a 
hill was left unclnnbed, nor a forest path unexplored ; 
and, with the exception of two or three individuals, who 
bore heads and hearts peculiar to no clinic, hut which are 
(bund scattered through the world, as if to keep us m cry 
where m good humour with it, we left nought to regret at 
Cincinnati. The only regret was that we had ever entered 
it; for we had wasted health, time, and money there. 

We got on hoard the steam-boat which was to convey 
us to Wheeling at three o'clock. vShe was a noble boat, 
by far the finest we had seen. The cabins were above, 
and the deck passengers, as they are called, were accom- 
modated below. In trout of the ladies’ cabin was an ample 
balcony, sheltered by an awning ; chairs and sofas were 
placed there, and even at that earl)' season, nearly all the 
female passengers passed the whole day there. The 
name of this splendid \ossel was the Lady Franklin. By 
the way, I was often amused by the evident fondness which 
the Americans show for titles. The wives of their emi- 
nent men constantly receive that of “ Lady.” We heard 
of Lady Washington, Lady Jackson and many other 
“ ladies/’ The eternal recurrence of their militia titles 
is particularly ludicrous, met with, as they are, among 
the tavern-keepers, market-gardeners, & c. But I think 
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the most remarkable instance which we noticed of this 
sort of autocratical longing occurred at Cincinnati. Mi. 

T— in speaking of a gentleman of the neighbourhood, 

called him Mr. M . “ General M , sir, observed 

his companion. “ I beg his pardon/’ rejoined Mr. 

T , “ bur I was not aware of his being in the army.” 

“ No, sir, not in the army,” was the reply, “but he was 
surveyor-general of the district/’ 

The weather was delightful : all trace of winter had 
disappeared ; and we again found ourselves moving rapidly 
up the stream, and enjoying all the beauty of the OJiio. 

Of the male part of the passengers we saw nothing, ex- 
cepting at the short silent periods allotted for breakfast, 
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dinner, and supper, at which we were permitted to enter 
their cabin, ar\d place ourselves at their table.* 

In the Lady Franklin we had decidedly the best of it, 
for we had our beautiful balcony to sit in. In all respects, 
indeed, our accommodations were very superior to what 
we had found in the boat which brought us from New 
Orleans to Memphis, where we were stowed away in a 
miserable little chamber closs aft, under the cabin, and 
given to understand by the steward, that it w T as our duty 
there to remain “ till such time as the bell should ring 
for meals.” 

The separation of the sexes, so often mentioned, is no 
where more remarkable than on board the steam-boats. 
Among the passengers on this occasion we had a gentle- 
man and his wife, who really appeared to suffer from the 
arrangement. She was an invalid, and he was extremely" 
attentive to her, as far at least as the regulations per- 
mitted. When the steward opened the door of communi- 
cation between the cabins, to permit our approaching the 
table, her husband was always stationed close to it, to 
hand her to her place ; and when he accompanied her 
again to the door, he always lingered for a moment or two 
on the forbidden threshold, nor left his station, till the last 
female had passed through. Once or twice he ventured, 
when all but his wife were on the balcony, to sit down 
beside her for a moment in Our cabin, but the instant 
either of us entered, he started like a guilty thing and 
vanished. 

While mentioning the peculiar arrangements w hich are 
thought necessary to the delicacy of the American ladies, 
or to the comfort of the American gentlemen, I am 
tempted to allude to a story which I saw r m the papers 
respecting the visits which it was stated Captain Basil 
Hall persisted in making to his wife and child on board 
a Mississippi steam-boat, after being informed that doing 
so w^as contrary to law. Now I happen to know that 
neither himself nor Mrs. Hall ever entered the ladies’ 
cabin during the w hole voyage, as they occupied a state- 
room which Captain Hall had secured for his party. The 
veracity of newspaper statements, is, perhaps now’here 
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(fiute unimpeachable, but if I am not greatly mistaken, 
there are mere direct falsehoods circulated by the Ame- 
rican newspapers than by all the others m the world, and 
the one great and never-fading source of these volumin- 
ous works of imagination is England and the English. 

How differently/would such a voyage as we were now 
making be managed on the other side the Atlantic, were 
s.uch a mode of* travelling possible there. Such long 
calm river excursions would be perfectly delightful, and 
parties would be perpetually formed to enjoy them. 
Even were all the parties strangers to eacli other,, the 
knowledge that they were to eat, drink, and steam away 
together lor a week or fortnight, would induce something 
like a social feeling in any other country. 

It is true that the men became sulliciently acquainted 
to game together, and we were told that the opportunity 
was considered as so favourable, that no boat left New 
Orleans without having as cabin passengers one or two 
gentlemen from that city whose profession it was to drill 
the fifty-two elements of a pack of cards to profitable 
duty. This doubtless is an additional reason for the 
stiict exclusion of the ladies from their society. The 
constant drinking of spirits is another ; for though they 
do not scruple to chew tobacco and to spit incessantly 
in the presence of women, they generally prefer drinking 
and gaming in their absence. 

I often used to amuse myself with fancying the differ- 
ent scene which such a vessel would display in Europe. 
The noble length of the gentlemen’s cabin w ould be put 
into requisition for a dance, w hile that of the ladies’, with 
their delicious balcony, would be employed for refresh- 
ments, instead of sitting down in two long silent melan- 
choly row s, to swallow as much coffee and beef-steak as 
could be achieved in ten minutes. Then song and music 
would be heard borne along by the midnight breeze; 
but on the Ohio, when light failed to show us the bluffs, 
and the trees, with their images inverted in the stream, 
we crept into our little cots, listening to the ceaseless 
churning of the engine, in hopes it w ould prove a Jullaby 
till morning. 
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We were three days in reaching Wheeling, where We 
arrived at last, at two o’clock in the morning, an uncom- 
fortable hour to disembark with a good deal of luggage, 
as the steam-boat, was obliged to go on immediately ; but 
we were instantly supplied with a dray, and in a few 
moments found ourselves comfortabW seated before a 
good fire, at an hotel near the landing place ; our rooms, 
with fires in them, were immediately ready lor us, and 
refreshments brought, with all that sedulous attention 
which in this country distinguishes a slave state.* In 
making tins observation, 1 am very far from intending to 
advocate the system of slavery ; I conceive it to be es- 
sentially wrong; but so far as my observation has ex- 
tended, I think its influence is far less injurious to the 
manners and morals of the people than the fallacious 
ideas of equality, which are so fondly cherished by the 
working classes of the white population in America. 

* This passage was written during my short stay at Wheeling, and 
befoie I had seen any thing of slavery bevond the condition of do- 
mestic slaves in one or tw o well-ordcicd families. 1 permitted the 
passage, howevet, to be published as it stood in my MS. because it 
spoke faithfully the impression received when it was written. Nay, 
notwithstanding that the detestation of slavery increased with me, as 
it must do with all disinterested lookers-on, in proportion to their op- 
portunities of watching its consequences, I still think that when seen 
as we then saw' it its effect will appear less injurious to the country 
than the false, futile, and preposterous tone assumed by the white 
population when compelled by necessity to sell their labour in do- 
mestic set vice. 

A little reflection, however, will show that this false note itself is 
in fact generated solely by the existence of slavery. It is this which 
renders the idea of domestic service shameful ; and had the federal 
government courage and influence to abolish this iniquitous abuse of 
power, they would, at the same moment that they righteously did 
justice to the negro, relieve their country from one of the chief causes 
of its inferiority in all the graces of civilisation ; for it is the struggle of 
proud but powerless poverty with unprivileged but powerful wealth 
whieh stagnates the progress of civilisation, as well as tef order, in the 
United States. Were the sinful and unnatuial spectacle of a race 
degraded by legalised tyranny removed, the gradation of ranks inevi- 
table in the progress of all society would take place naturally, and of 
necessity, leaving tranquillity and leisme for the progress of re- 
finement. 
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That these ideas are fallacious is obvious, for in point of 
fact the man possessed of dollars does cqnmuuid the 
services of the man possessed of no dollars; but these 
services are given grudgingly, and of necessity, with 
no appearance of cheerful good-will on the one side, or 
of kindly interesMm the other. ] never laded to mark 
the difference on entering a slave state. I was imme- 
diately comfoi table, and at my ease, and felt that the 
intercourse between me and those who served me, was 
•piofitable to both paities and painful to neither. 

It was not till I had leisure for moie minute observa- 
tion that I felt aware of the influence of* slavery upon 
the owners of slaves; when 1 did, 1 confess I could not 
but think that the citizens of the United States had con- 
trived, by their political alchemy, to on tract all that was 
most noxious both in democrat'} and in slavery, and had 
pouted the strange mixture through every vein of the 
moral organisation of their country. 

Wheeling is in the state of Virginia, and appears to be 
a flourishing town. It is the point at which most tra- 
vellers from the West leave the Ohio, to take the stages 
which travel the mountain road to the Atlantic cities. 

It has many manufactories, among others, one for 
blowing and cutting glass, which we visited. We were 
told by the workmen that the articles finished there w ere 
equal to any in the world ; but my eyes refused their 
assent. The cutting was very good, though by no means 
equal to what w e sec in daily use in London ; but the 
chief inferiority is in the material, which is never alto- 
gether free from colour. I had observed this also in the 
glass of the Pittsburgh manufactory, the labour bestowed 
on it always appearing greater than the glass deserved. 
They told us also, that they were rapidly improving in 
the art, and I have no doubt that this was true. 

Wheeling lias little of beauty to distinguish it, except 
the ever lovVly Ohio, to which we here bade adieu, and 
a fine bold hill, which rises immediately behind the town. 
This hill, as well as every other in the neighbourhood, 
is bored for coal. Their mines are all horizontal. The 
coal burns well, but with a very black and dirty cinder. 

•L 
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We found the coach, by which wc meant to proceed 
to Little Washington, full, and learnt that we must wait 
two days before it would again leave the town. Posting 
was never heard of in the country, and the mail travelled 
all night, which I did not approve of; \re therefore found 
ourselves compelled to pass two da\s at the Wheeling 
hotel. ^ 

1 know not how this weary interval would have worn 
away, had it not been for the fortunate circumstance of 
our meeting w ith a bcl esprit among the boarders there. 
Wc descended to the common sitting-room (for private 
parlours there are none) before breakfast the morning 
after our arrival ; several ordinary individuals entered, 
till the* party amounted to eight or nine. Again the door 
opened, and in swam a female, who had once certainly 
been handsome, and who, it was equally evident, still 
thought herself so. She was tall, and well formed, 
dressed in black, with many gaudy trinkets about lu*r : a 
scarlety?r/w relieved the sombre colour of her dress, and 
a very smart little cap at the back of her head set off an 
immense quantity of sable hair, which naturally, or arti- 
ficially, adorned her forehead. A becoming quantity of 
rouge gave the finishing touch to her figure, which had 
a degree of pretension about it that immediately, 
attracted our notice. She talked fluently, and without 
any American restraint, and I began to be greatly 
puzzled as to who or what she could be ; a lady, in the 
English sense of the word, I was sure she was not, and 
she was as little like an American female of what they call 
good standing. A beautiful girl of seventeen entered 
soon after, and called her u Mu,” and both mother and 
daughter chattered away, about themselves and their 
concerns, in a manner that greatly increased my puzzle. 

After breakfast, being much in want of amusement, 
I seated myself by her, and entered into conversation. 
I found her nothing loath, and in about a minute and a 
half she put a card into my hand, setting forth that she 
taught the art of painting upon velvet in all its branches. 

She stated to me, with great volubility, that no one 
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but herself and her daughter knew any thing of this in- 
valuable branch of art; but that for twenty*fivc dollars 
they were willing to communicate all they knew. 

In live minutes more she informed me that she was 
the author of some of the most cutting satires in the 
language ; and t^jn she presented me a paper, contain- 
ing a prospectus, as she called it, of a novel, upon ari 
entirely new construction. 1 was strangely tempted to 
ask her if it went by steam, but she left me no time to 
ask any thing, for, continuing the auto-biography she 
had so obligingly begun, she said, “ I used to write 
against all the Adams’ faction. 1 will go up stairs in a 
moment, and fetch you down my sat-heres against that 
side. But oh f mj dear madam ! it is really frightful to 
think how talent is neglected in this country. Ah ! I 
know what you are going to say, my dear madam, you 
will tell me that it is not so m yours, i know it ! but 
alas! the Atlantic! However, 1 really must tell you 
how I have been treated : not only did I publish the 
most biting sat-heres against the Adams’ faction, but I 
wrote songs and odes in honour of Jackson ; and my 
daughter, Cordelia, sang a splendid song of my writing, 
befoic eight hundred people, entiiely and altogether 
written in his praise ; and w ould you believe it, my dear 
madam, he has never taken the slightest notice of me, or 
made me the least remuneration. But you can’t suppose 
] mean to bear it quietly ? No ! 1 promise him that is 
not my way. The novel I have just mentioned to > on 
was begun as a sentimental romance (that perhaps, after 
all, is my real forte), but after the provocation I re- 
ceived at Washington, I turned it into a sat-hereical 
novel, and I now call it Yankee Doodle Court. By the 
way, my dear madam, I think if I could make up my 
mind to cross that terrible Atlantic, I should be pretty 
w 7 ell received, after writing 4 Yankee Doodle Court * ’ ” 

I took the opportunity of a slight pause to ask her to 
what party she now belonged, since she had foresworn 
both Adams and Jackson. 

“ Oh Clay ! Clay for ever ! he is a real true-hearted 
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republican ; the others are neither more nor less than 
tyrants/' 

When next I entered the sitting-room she again ad- 
dressed me, to deplore the degenerate taste of the age. 

“Would you believe it ? I have at this moment a 
comedy ready for representation ; Heal! it ‘ The Mad 
Philosopher.’ It is really admirable^ and its success 
certain, if I could get it played. I assure you the nf*- 
glect I meet with amounts pei fcctly to persecution. But 
I have found out how to pay them, and to make my own 
fortune. Sat-here (as she constantly pronounced satire), 
sat-hcre is the only weapon that can revenge neglect, 
and I flatter myself I know how to use it. Do me the 
favour to look at this." 

Slie then presented me with a tiny pamphlet, whoso 
price, she informed me, was twenty-five cents, which J 
readdy paid to become the possessor of tins chcf-d'a'uvic. 
The composition was pretty nearly such as I anticipated, 
excepting that the English language was done to death 
by her pen still more than by her tongue. The epi- 
graph, which was subscribed “ original, ” was as fol- 
lows : — 

“ Your popularity \ on tin* decline 1 
Aou had your triumph ! now I ’ll have mine.” 

These are rather a favourable specimen of the verses 
that follow. 

In a subsequent conversation she made me acquainted 
with another talent, informing me that she had played 
the part of Charlotte, in Love a la mode, when General 
Lafayette honoured the theatre of Cincinnati with his 
presence. 

She now appeared to have run out the catalogue of her 
accomplishments; and I came to the conclusion that my 
new acquaintance was a strolling player; but she seemed 
to guess my thoughts, for she presently added, “ It was 
a Thespian corps that played before the General.” 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 


1WFARTURL FOR TliF •MOllM'UNS IN TI t F STAC* E. SCENERY OF 1IIF 

A I EEC. HA N Y. HAOC.LRS TOW N 

Tm .weather was bleak ami disagreeable during the two 
days we weie obliged to leniam at Wheeling, i had got 
heartily tired of my gifted friend ; we had walked up 
eveiy side ol the lugged lull, and] set off on my journey 
towards the mountains with moie pleasure than is gener- 
ally felt m (putting a pillow befoie da} light, for a cold 
corner m a lumblmg stagecoach. 

This was the first time we laid got into an American 
stage, though we had travel sed above two thousand 
miles of {lie eounti}, and we had all the satisfaction in. 
it, which could be denved fiom the conviction that we 
wore travelling in a foieign land. This vehicle had no 
step, and we climbed into it b} a ladder , when that was 
removed I romembeied, with some dismay, that the 
females at least were much in the predicament of sailors, 
who, “ m danger, have no door to creep out : ” but when 
a misfortune is absolutely inevitable, we are apt to bear 
it remarkably w ell. Who would utter that constant pe- 
tition of ladies on rough roads, u Let me get out,” when 
compliance would oblige the pleader to make a step of 
five feet before she could touch the ground? 

The coach had three rows of scats, each calculated to 
hold three persons, and as we were only six, we had, in 
the phrase of Milton, to tC inhabit lax. ” this exalted abode, 
and, accordingly, we w ere for some miles tossed about 
like a few potatoes m a w heelbarrow . Our knees, elbows, 
and heads required too much care for their protection to 
allow us leisure to look out of the windows ; but at length 
the road became smoother, and we became more skilful 
in the art of balancing ourselves, so as to meet the con- 
cussion with less danger of dislocation. 
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We then found that vie were travelling through a very 
beautiful country, essentially different in its features from 
what we had been accustomed to round Cincinnati : it is 
true we had left u Ia belle mine'' behind us, but the 
many limpid and rapid little streams tha. danced through 
the landscape to join it, more than atoiVal for its loss. 

The country already wore an air of more careful hus- 
bandry, and the very circumstance of a wide and costly 
road (though not a very smooth one), which in theory 
might be supposed to injure picturesque effect, was 
beautiful to us, who, since we had entered the muddy 
mouth of the Mississippi, had never seen any thing except 
a .steam-boat and the /cm, professing to have so noble 
an object as public accommodation. Through the whole 
of the vast region wc had passed, excepting at New Or- 
leans itself, ever) trace of the art of man appeared to he 
confinedto the individual effort of“ getting along,” which, 
in western phrase, means conti ivmg to live with as small 
a portion of the incumbrances of civilised society as 
possible. 

This road was made at the expenee of the government 
as far as Cumberland, a town situated among the xMle- 
ghany mountains, and, fiom the nature of the ground, 
must have been a work of <rreat cost. I regretted not 

O # O 

having counted the number of bridges between Wheel- 
ing and Little Washington, a distance of thirty-four miles ; 
over one stream on]} there are twenty-five, all passed by 
the road. They frequently oceuned within a hundred 
yards of each other, so serpentine is its course; they are 
built of stone, and sometime* very neatly finished. 

Little Washington is in Pennsylvania, across a corner 
of which the road runs. This is a free state, but we were 
still waited upon by negroes hired from the neighbour- 
ing state of Virginia. Wc arrived at night, and set off 
again at four in the morning; all, therefore, that we saw 
oi Little Washington was its hotel, which was clean and 
comfortable. I he. 1 first part of the next day s journey 
was through a country much less interesting: its charac- 
ter was unvaried for nearly thirty miles, consisting of an 
uninterrupted succession of forest-covered hills. As* 
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50011 as we had wearily dragged to the top of one of these 
wv began to rumble down the other side as rapidly as our 
four horses could trot; and no sooner aruved at the 
bottom than we began to crawl up again ; the trees con- 
stantly so thick ami so high as to preclude the possibility 
[>f seeing fifty yar^s m any direction. 

The latter part, of* the day, however, amply repaid us. 
/Yt four o’clock w e began to ascend the Alleghany moun- 
ains ; the first ridge on the western side is called Laurel 
Hill, and takes its name liom the profuse quantity of ever- 
greens with which it is covered; not any among them, 
low ever, being the shrub to which we give the name of 
la ureh 

'Hie whole of this mountain region, through ninety 
niles of which the load passes, is a gulden. The almost 
mei edible vai ictv of plants, and the lavish profusion ol their 
grow th, produce an elfect perfectly enchanting. I ready 
can haidly conceive a higher enjoyment than a botani- 
cal tour among the Alleghany mountains, to any one who 
had science enough to pioht by it. 

The magnificent rhododendron hist caught our eyes ; 
it binges every cliff, nestles beneath every rock, and 
blooms around every tree. The azalia, the shumae, and 
every vanety of that beautiful mischief, the kalnua, arc in 
equal profusion. Cedais of eveiy size and form w ere 
above, around, and underneath us; firs more beautiful 
and more various than I had evei seen, were m equal 
abundance, but I know not whether they wa re really such 
as 1 bad never seen m Europe, or only in infinitely greater 
splendour and perfection of growth: the species called 
the hemlock is, l think, second to the cedar only in mag- 
nificence. Oak and beech, with innumerable roses and 
wild vines, hanging in beautiful confusion among their 
branches, were in many places scattered among the ever- 
greens. Thy eaitli was carpeted with various mosses 
and creeping plants, and though still in the month of 
March, not a trace of the nakedness of winter could he 
seen. Such was the scenery that showed us we vveie in- 
deed among the far-famed Alleghany mountains. 

As our noble terrace-road, the Simplon of America, 
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rose higher and higher, all that is noblest in nature was 
joined to ah that is sweetest. The blue tops of the 
higher ridges formed the outline; huge masses of rock rose 
above us on the left, half hid at intervals by the bright 
green shrubs, while to the right we looker! down upon the 
tops of the pines and cedars which clothed the bottom." 

1 had no idea of the endless variety of mountain 
scenery. My notions had been of rocks and precipices, 
of torrents and of forest trees, hut I little expected that 
the first stop which should recall the garden scenery of 
our beautiful England would be found among the moun- 
tains : yet so U was. from the time 1 entered America 
I had never seen the slightest appioach to what we call 
pleasui e-grounds : a few very worthless and scentless 
flowers were all the specimens of gardening 1 had seen 
in Ohio; no attempt at garden scenei y was ever dreamed 
of, and it was with the suit of delight with which one 
meets an old friend, that we looked on the lovely mix- 
ture of trees, shrubs, and floweis, that now continually 
met our eyes. Often on descending into the nanow 
valleys we found a little spot of cultivation, a garden or 
a field, hedged round with shumacs, i hododendrons, and 
azahas, and a cottage covered with loses. These valleys 
are spots of great beauty ; a clear stream is always found 
running through therm which is generally converted to 
the use of the miller at some point not far from the road; 
and here, as on the heights, great beauty of colouring is 
given to the landscape, b> the bright hue of the vegeta- 
tion, and the sober grey of* the rocks. 

The first night we passed among the mountains re- 
called us painfully from the enjoyment of nature to all 
the petty miseries of personal discomfort. Arrived at 
our mn, a forlorn parlour, filled with the blended fumes 
of tobacco and whiskey, received us ; and chilled as wc 
began to feel ourselves -with the mountain air, we pre- 
ferred going to our cold bed-rooms rather than sup in 
such an atmospheic. We found linen on the beds which 
they assured us had only been used a Jew nights ; every 
kind of refreshment wc asked for we were answered. 
We do not happen to have that article.” 
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We were still in Pennsylvania, and no longer waited 
upon by slaves ; it was, therefore, with grunt difficulty 
that we procured a fire in our bed-rooms from the surly- 
looking if on ng lady who condescended to officiate as 
chamber-maid, iftid with much more that we extorted 
clean linen for o^r beds : that done, we patient!) ciept 
into them supperjess, while slie made lier exit, muttering 
about the difficulty of ‘Mixing English folks." 

The next morning cheered our spirits again; we now 
enjoyed a new kind of Alpine witchery ; the clouds were 
floating around and below us, and the distant peaks 
were indistinctly \ isible as thiough a white gauze veil, 
winch was gradually lifted up till the sun ai ose, and 
again let m upon us the full gloiy of these inteimmahle 
heights. 

We were told before we began the ascent, that we 
should find snow four inches deep on the road, hut as 
yet we had seen none 1 , and indeed it was with difficulty 
wc persuaded oursehes that w e w ere not travelling in 
the midst of summer. As we proceeded, houc\er, we 
found the northern dech\ itics still caneied with it, and 
at length, towards the summit, the load itself had the 
pionnsed four inches. The ex fi cine mildness of the air, 
and the brilliant hue of the evergreens, contested 
strangely with this appearance of winter; it was difficult 
to understand how the snow could help melting m such 
an atmosphere. 

Again and again we enjoyed all the exhilarating sen- 
sations that such scenes must necessarily inspire , hut m 
attempting a continued description of our pi ogress over 
these beautiful mountains, I could only tell again of 
rocks, cedars, laurels, and running streams, of blue 
heights and green valleys, yet the eontinuall) varying 
combinations of these objects afforded us unceasing 
pleasure. prom one point, pre-eminently above any 
neighbouring ridge, we looked hack upon the enormous 
valley of the West. Jt is a stupendous mow , but 

having gazed upon it for some moments, w e turned to 
pursue our couise, and the certainty that we should see 
it no more, raised no sigh of regret. 



154 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


We dined, on the second day, at a beautiful spot 
which wc were told was the highest point on the road , 
being 2,846 feet above the level of the sea . Wc were 
regaled luxuriously on wild turkey and mountain veni- 
son ; which latter is infinitely superior to any furnished 
by the forests of the Mississippi, or % *he Ohio. The 
vegetables also were extremely fine, anjl we were told 
by a pretty girl, who superintended the slaves that waited* 
on us (for we were again in Virginia), that the vegetables 
of the Alleghany were reckoned the finest in America. 
She told us also, that wild strawberries were profusely 
abundant, and very fine; that their cows found for them- 
selves, during the summer, plenty of flowery food, which 
produced a copious supply of milk; that their spring 
gave them the purest water, of icy coldness in the 
warmest seasons ; and that the climate was the most 
delicious in the world, for though the thermometer 
sometimes stood at ninety, their cool breeze never failed 
them. What a spot to turn hermit in for a summer ! 
My eloquent mountaineer gave me some specimens of 
ground plants, far unlike any thing I had ever seen. 
One particularly, which site called the ground pine^is 
peculiar, as she told me, to the Alleghany, and in sojne 
places runs over whole acres of ground; it is extremely 
beautiful. The rooms were very prettily decorated w ith 
this elegant plant, hung round it in festoons. 

In many places the clearing ha* been considerable; 
the road passes through several fine farms, situated in 
the sheltered hollow's ; we were told that the wolves 
continue to annoy them severely, but that panthers, the 
terror of the West, arc never seen, and bears very rarely. 
Of snakes, they confessed they had abundance, but very 
few that were considered dangerous. 

In the afternoon we came in sight of the Monongahela 
river ; and its banks gave us for several mile% a beautiful 
succession of wild and domestic scenery. In some 
points, the black rock rises perpendicularly from its 
margin, like those at Chepstow ; at others, a mill, with 
its owner’s cottage, its corn-plat, and its poultry, pre- 
sent a delightful image of industry and comfort. 
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Brownsville is a busy-looking little town, built upon 
the banks of this river ; it would be pretty, jvere it not 
stained by the hue of coal . I do not remember in 
England to have seen any spot, however near a coal mine, 
so dyed in black* as Wheeling and Brownsville. At this 
place we crossed^ the Monongehala, in a flat j’crry -boat, 
which \ery comyiodiously leceived our huge coach and 
four horses. 

On leaving the black little town, we were again cheered 
by abundance of evergreens, reflected in the stream, 
with fantastic piles of rock, half visible through the 
pines and cedars above, giving often the idea of a vast 
gothic castle. It was a folly, 1 confess, but I often 
lamented they were not such; the travelling for thou- 
sands of miles, without meeting any nobler trace of the 
ages that ate passed, than a mass of rotten leaves, or a 
fragment of fallen rock, produces a heavy, earthly, 
matter-of-fact effect upon the imagination, which can 
hardly he described, and for which the gieatest beauty 
of scenery can furnish only an occasional and transitory 
remedy. v 

Our second night in the mountains was passed at a 
solitary house of rather forlorn appearance ; but w e fared 
mi jeh better than the night before, for they gave us clean 
sheets, a good fire, and no scolding. We again started 
at four o’clock in the morning, and eageily watched for 
the first gleam of light that should show the same lovely 
spectacle we had seen the day before; nor were we dis- 
appointed, though the show was somewhat different. 
The vapours caught the morning ray, as it first darted 
over the mountain top, and passing it to the scene below, 
wc seemed enveloped in a rainbow. 

* I have* been se\uely ridiculed by some American friends for my 
superstitious clinging to die memory of the little mouldering works 
of man amid, the boundless and eternal majesty of natuie. For a 
moment the observation seems too pompously powerful to permit an 
answer. But is it true to our human nature ? If we be pigmies — as 
in truth we are — it is vain to sti uggle against the fact ; and the past 
doings of our father pigmies wdl (to such as know any thing about 
their fatheis) have an interest, for the total absence of which neither 
rocks nor rivers can long atone. 



156 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


We had now but one ridge left to pass over, and as we 
reached the <£op, and looked down on the new world 
before us, I hardly knew whether most to rejoice that 

“ All the toil of the Jong-pass’d way ” 

> 

was over, or to regret that our mountain journey was 
drawing to a close. 

The novelty of my enjoyment had doubtless added 
much to its keenness. I have never been familiar with 
mountain scenery. Wales has shown me all 1 ever saw, 
and the region of the Alleghany Alps in no way resembles 
it. It is a world of mountains rising around yon in every 
direction and in every form — savage, vast, and wild; 
yet almost at every step some lovely spot meets your 
eye, green, bright, and blooming, as the most chenshed 
nook belonging to some noble Flora m our own beautiful 
land. It is a ride of ninety miles through kalniias, rho- 
dodendrons, azahas, vines, and roses; sheltered from 
every blast that blows by vast masses of various coloured 
rocks, on which 

“ Tall pines and coda is wave their dark green crests ” 

while in every direction you have a back ground of blue 
mountain tops that play at bo-peep with you in the 
clouds. 

After descending the last ridge we reached I-I aggers - 
town, a small neat place, between a town and a village; 
and here, by the piety- of the Presbyterian coachmasters, 
we were doomed to pass an entire day , and two nights, 

“ as the accommodation line must not run on the Sab- 
bath.” 

I must, however, mention, that this day of enforced 
rest was not Sunday. Saturday evening we had taken in 
at Cumberland a portly passenger, whom we soon dis- 
covered to be one of the proprietors of* the coach. lie 
asked us, with great politeness, if we should wish to travel 
on the sabbath, or to delay our journey. We answered 
that we would rather proceed ; “ The coach, then, shall 
go on to-morrow,” replied the liberal coachmaster, with 
the greatest courtesy ; and accordingly we travelled all 
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Sunday, and arrived at Ilaggerstown on Sunday night. 
At the door of the inn our civil proprietor* left us; but 
when we inquired of the waiter at what hour we were to 
start on the morrow ., he told us that uc should be obliged 
to pass the whoVe of Monday there, as the coach which 
was to convey v§ forward would not arrnc from the east 
till Tuesday moaning. 

Thus we discovered that the waiving the sabbath-keep- 
ing by the* proprietor was for his own convenience, and not 
for ours, and that w e were to be tied by the leg for four and 
twenty hours notwithstanding. This was quite a Yankee 
trick. 

Luckily for us the inn at Ilaggerstown was one of the 
most comfortable I ever entered. It was there that we 
became fully aware that we had left Western America 
behind us. Instead of being scolded, as we literally were 
at ( inemnati, for asking for a private sitting-room, we here 
had two without asking at all. A waiter, quite com me il 
foul , summoned us to breakfast, dinner, and tea, which 
we found prepared with abundance, and even elegance. 
The master of the house met us at the door of the eating- 
room, and after asking if we wished for any thing not on 
the table, retired. The charges w ere in no respect higher 
than at Cincinnati. 

A considerable creek, called Conococlicque Creek, 
runs near the town, and the valley through which it passes 
is said to be the most fertile in America. 

On leaving Ilaggerstown we found, to our mortification, 
that we were not to be the sole occupants of the bulky 
accommodation, two ladies and two gentlemen appearing 
at the door, ready to share it w r ith us. We again started 
at four o’clock by the light of a bright moon, and 
rumbled and nodded through roads considerably worse 
than those over the mountains. 

As the light began to dawn, w r e discovered our ladies 
to be an old woman and her pretty daughter. 

Soon after daylight we found that our pace became 
much slower than usual, and that from time to time our 
driver addressed to his companion on the box many and 
vehement exclamations. The gentlemen put their heads 
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out to ask what was the matter, but could get no intelli- 
gence till the mail overtook us, when both vehicles 
stopped, and an animated colloquy of imprecations took 
place between the coachmen. At length we learnt that 
one of our wheels was broken in such* a manner as to 
render it impossible for us to proceed^ Upon this the 
old lady immediately became a principal actor in the 
scene. She sprang to the window, and addressing the 
set of gentlemen who completely filled the mail, ex- 
claimed, “Gentlemen! can’t you make room for two? 
Only me and my daughter?” The naive simplicity of 
this request set both the coaches into an uproar of laugh- 
ter. It was impossible to doubt that she acted upon the 
same principle as the pious Catholic, who, addressing 
heaven with a prayer for himself alone, added, “ pour ne 
pas fatiguer ta mhericorde." Our laugh, however, never 
daunted the old woman, or caused her for a moment to 
cease the reiteration of her request, “ only for two of us, 
gentlemen ! can't you find room for two? ” 

Our situation was really very embarrassing, but not to 
laugh was impossible. After it was ascertained that our 
own vehicle could not convey us, and that the mail had 
not even room for two, we decided upon walking to the 
next village, a distance, fortunately, of only two miles, 
and awaiting there the repair of the wheel. We imme- 
diately set off, at the brisk pace that six o’clock and a 
frosty morning in March were likely to inspire, leaving 
our old lady and her pretty daughter considerably in the 
rear ; our hearts having been rather hardened by the 
exclusive nature of her prayer for aid. 

When we had again started upon our new wheel the 
driver, to recover the time he had lost, drove rapidly 
over a very rough road, in consequence of which our 
self-seeking old lady fell into a perfect agony of terror, 
and her cries of “ We shall be over ! oh, Lqrd ! we shall 
be over ! vve must be over ! we shall be over !” lasted to 
the end of the stage, which with laughing, walking, and 
shaking, was a most fatiguing one. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

BALTIMORE. OATH JLIC CAT III- DUAL. VT. MAR\’s COLLEGE. SER- 
MONS. IN)- ANT SCHOOLS. 

As we advanced towards Baltimore the look of cultiva- 
tion increased, the fences wore an air of greater neatness, 
the houses began to look like the abodes of competence 
and comfort, and we w ere consoled for the loss of the 
beautiful mountains by knowing that we were approach- 
ing the Atlantic. 

From the time of quitting the Ohio river, though, un- 
questionably, it merits its title of “ the beautiful,*’ 
especially w hen compared with the dreary Mississippi, I 
strongly felt the truth of an observation 1 remembered to 
have heard in England, that little rivers were more 
beautiful than great ones. As features m a landscape, 
this is assuredly the case. Where the stream is so wide 
that the objects on the opposite shore are indistinct, all 
the beauty must be derived from the water itself; 
whereas, when the stream is narrow, it becomes only a 
part of the composition. The Monongahela, which is 
in size between the Wye and the Thames, is infinitely 
more picturesque than the Ohio. 

To enjoy the beauty of the vast rivers of this vast 
country you must be upon the water ; and then the 
power of changing the scenery by now approaching one 
shore, and now the other, is very pleasing: but travel- 
ling as we now T did by land, the wild, rocky, narrow, 
rapid little rivers, wc encountered, were a thousand times 
more beautiful. The Pofapsco, near which the road 
runs as you approach Baltimore, is at many points very 
picturesque. The large blocks of grey rock, now close 
upon its edge, and now retiring to give room for a few 
acres of bright green herbage, give great interest and 
variety to its course. 
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Baltimore is, I think, one of the handsomest cities to 
approach 511 the Union. The noble column erected to 
the memory of Washington, and the Catholic Cathedral, 
with its beautiful dome, being built on a commanding 
eminence, are seen at a great distance. As you draw 
nearer, many other domes and towers become visible ; 
and as you enter Baltimore-street, you feel that you are 
arrived in a handsome and populous city. 

We took up our quarters at an excellent hotel wher6 
the coach stopped, and the next day were fortunate 
enough to find accommodation in the house of a lady, 
well-known to many of my European friends. With her 
and her amiable daughter we spent a fortnight very 
agreeably, and felt quite aware that if we had not arrived 
in London or Paris, we had, at least, left far behind the 
“ half-horse, half-alligator” tribes of the West, as the 
Kentuckians call themselves. 

Baltimore is in many respects a beautiful city : it has 
several handsome buildings, and even the private dwell- 
ing-houses have a look of magnificence, from the 
abundance of white marble with which many of them 
are adorned. The ample flights of steps, and the lofty 
door frames, are in most of the best houses formed of 
this beautiful material. 

This lias been called the city of monuments, from its 
having the stately column erected to the memory of 
General Washington, and which bears a colossal statue 
of him at the top ; and another pillar of less dimen- 
sions, recording some victory ; I forget which. Both 
these arc of brilliant white marble. There are also 
several pretty marble fountains in different parts of the 
city, which greatly add to its beauty. These are not, it 
is true, quite so splendid as that of the Innocents, or 
many others at Paris, but they are fountains of clear 
water, and they arc built of white marble. There is one 
which is sheltered from the sun by a roof* supported by 
light columns ; it looks like a temple dedicated to the 
genius of the spring. The water flows into a marble 
cistern, to which you descend by a flight of steps of 
delicate whiteness, and return by another. These step% 
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dre never without groups of negro girls, some carrying the 
water on their heads, with that graceful steadiness of 
step, which requires no aid from the hand"; some trip- 
ping gaily with their yet unfilled pitchers ; many of them 
singing in the soft rich voice, peculiar to their race ; 
and all dressed with that strict attention to taste and 
smartness which *860018 the distinguishing characteristic 
of the Baltimore*females of all ranks. 

• The Catholic Cathedral is considered by all Americans 
as a magnificent church, but it can hardly be so classed 
by any one who has seen the churches of Europe ; its 
interior, however, has an air of neatness that amounts to 
elegance. The form is a Greek cross, having a dome in 
the centre; but the proportions are ill preserved; the 
dome is too low, and the arches which support it are 
flattened, and too wide for their height. On each side 
of the high altar are chapels to the Saviour and the 
Virgin. The altars in these, as well as the high altar, 
are of native marble of different colours, and some of 
the specimens are very beautiful. The decorations 
of the altar are elegant and costly. The prelate is a 
cardinal, and bears, moreover, the title of ‘‘Archbishop 
of Baltimore.” 

There are several paintings in different parts of the 
church, which we heard were considered as very fine. 
There are two presented by Louis XVIII.; one of these 
is the Descent from the Cross, by Paulin Guirin ; the 
other a copy from Reubens (as they told us) of a legend 
of St. Louis in the Holy Land; hut the composition of 
the picture is so abominably bad, that I conceive the 
legend of its being after Reubens must be as fabulous as 
its subject. The admiration in which these pictures are 
held is an incontestable indication of the state of art in 
the country. 

We attended mass in this church the Sunday after our 
arrival, and i was perfectly astonished at the beauty and 
splendid appearance of the ladies who filled it. Except- 
ing on a very brilliant Sunday at the Tuilleries, I never 
saw so showy a display of morning costume, and I think 
I never saw any where so many beautiful women at one 
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glance. They all appeared to be in full dress, and were 
really all beautiful. 

The sermon (I am very attentive to sermons) was a 
most extraordinary one. The priest began by telling us, 
that he was about to preach upon a vice that he would 
not “ mention or name ” Irom the beginning of the ser- 
mon to the end. 

Having thus excited the curiosity ofi* his hearers by 
proposing a riddle to them, he began. 

Adam, lie said, was most assuredly the first who had 
committed this sin, and Tain the next; then following 
the advice given by the listener, in the Plaideurs, “ Pas- 
sons an deluge, je vous prie he went on to mention the 
particular propriety of Noah’s family on this point ; and 
then continued, “ Now observe, what did God show the 
greatest dislike to ? What was it that Jesus was never 
even accused of? What was it Joseph hated the most ? 
Who was the disciple that Jesus chose for his fnend?” 
and thus he went on for nearly an hour, in a strain that 
was often perfectly unintelligible to me, but which, as far 
as I could comprehend it, appeared to be a sort of exjtosc 
and commentary upon private anecdotes which he had 
found, or fancied he had found, in the Bible. 1 never 
saw r the attention of a congregation more strongly ex- 
cited, and I really wished, in Christian charity, that some- 
thing better had rewarded it. 

There are a vast number of churches and chapels in 
the city, in proportion to its extent, and several that are 
large and well built; the Unitarian church is the hand- 
somest I have ever seen dedicated to that mode of wor- 
ship. But the prettiest among them is a little bijou of a 
thing belonging to the Catholic college. The institution 
is dedicated to St. Mary ; but this little chapel looks, 
though in the midst of a city, as if it should have been 
sacred to St.John of the wilderness. There is a seques- 
tered little garden behind it, hardly large enough to 
plant cabbages in, which yet contains a Mount Calvary, 
bearing a lofty cross. The tiny path which leads up to 
this sacred spot, is not much wider than a sheep-track, 
and its cedars are but shrubs, but all is in proportion ; 
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and notwithstanding its fairy dimensions , there is some - 
thing of holiness, and quiet beauty about it; that excites 
tile imagination strangely. The little chapel itself has 
the same touching and impressive character. A solitary 
lamp, whose glare is tempered by delicately painted 
glass, hangs bgjbre the altar; the light of day enters 
dimly, yet richjy, through crimson curtains; and the 
'silence with winch the well-lined doors opened from 
time to time, admitting a youth of the establish- 
ment who, Math noiseless tread, approached the altar, 
and kneeling, offered a whispering prayer, and retired, 
had something in it more calculated, perhaps, to gene- 
rate holy thoughts, than even the swelling anthem heard 
beneath the resounding dome of St. Peter’s. 

Baltimore has a handsome museum, superintended by 
one of the Peale family, well known for their devotion 
to natural science, and to works of art. It is not their 
fault if the specimens which they are enabled to display 
in the latter department are very inferior to their splen- 
did exhibitions in the former. 

The theatre was closed when we were in Baltimore, 
but we were told that it was very far from being a popu- 
lar or fashionable amusement. We were, indeed, told 
this every where throughout the country, and the inform- 
ation was generally accompanied by the observation, 
that the opposition of the clergy was the cause of it. 
But I suspect that this is not the principal cause, espe- 
cially among the men, who, if they were so implicit m 
their obedience to the clergy, would certainly be more 
constant in their attendance at the chinches ; nor would 
they', moreover, deem the theatre more righteous be- 
cause an English actor, or a French dancer performed 
there ; yet on such occasions the theatres overflow. 
The cause, I think, is in the character of the people. I 
never saw ,a population so totally divested of gaiety ; 
there is no trace of this feeling from one end of the 
Union to the other. They have no fetes, no fairs, no 
merry-makings, no music in the streets, no Punch, no 
puppet-shows. If they see a comedy or a farce, they 
may laugh at it ; but they can do very well without it ; 
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and the consciousness of the number of cents that must 
be paid to enter a theatre, I am very sure turns more 
steps from its door than any religious feeling. A distin- 
guished publisher of Philadelphia told me that no comic 
publication had ever yet been found to answer ni Ame- 
rica. * 

We arrived at Baltimore at the season t of the “Confe- 
rence/’ I must be excused from giving any very dis- 
tinct explanation of this term, as 1 did not receive any. 
From what 1 could learn, it much resembles a Revival. 
We entered many churches, and heard much preaching, 
and not one of the reverend orators could utter the re- 
proach, 

“ Peut-on si bien preeber quVllt* lie dorme au sermon v ” 

for I never even dosed at any. There was one preacher 
whose manner and matter were so peculiar, that I took 
the liberty (?f immediately writing down a part of his 
discourse as a specimen. I confess I began writing in 


* This is an observation which, though probably quite true at the 
time it was made, must never he repeated. Major Downing’s Let! its 
prove, much beyond the power of contradiction, that humour, nch and 
original, does exist in the United States; and the popularity of the 
work, shows with equal certainty, that when such a treat is given to 
them, the people know how to enjoy it. Whether a woik tieating of 
a subject less vitally near and dear to every bosom than the Bank 
would have produced an equal sensation, may perhaps be doubted — 
but this matters little. If an artist can be found skilful enough to 
dress such a subject in all the whimsical harlequinade of the most ex- 
quisite humour, without for a moment losing sight of his commercial 
object, the glory of the achievement must assuredly he increased by its 
difficulty and if American eiti/ens are gay-spirited enough to 
chuckle at, and enjoy wit, that expends itself on a grave subject, 
which is both the most familiar and the most important to them, it D 
easy to predict, that, in the progress of time, when other topics shall 
come to divide the public mind with dollars, they will chuckle at, and 
erijoy wit, otherwise employed. 

This, indeed, is already proved by the cordial reception given to the 
inimitable Slick, which, whether by a native hand or not, is as 
heartily enjoyed on the other side of the Atlantic as it is by all 
genuine lovers of true humour on this. 
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the middle of a sentence, for I waited in vain for a begin- 
ning. Jt was as follows: — 

“ Nevertheless, we mast not lose sight of the one im- 
portant. great, and onlv object ; for the Lord is mighty, 
his works are ^reat, likewise wonderful, likewise wise, 
likew ise merciful ; and, moreover, we must ever keep in 
mind, and close#to our hearts, all his precious blessings, 
and unspeakable mercies and overflowings ; and, more- 
over, we must never lose sight of, no, never lose sight of 
nor ever cease to remember, nor ever let our souls 
forget, nor ever cease to dwell upon, and to reverence, 
and to welcome, and to bless, and to give thanks, and to 
sing hosanna, and give praise,” and here my frag- 

ment of paper failed, but this strain continued, without a 
shadow of meaning that 1 could trace, and in a voice 
inconceivably loud, for more than an hour. After he 
had finished his sermon, a scene exactly resembling that 
at the Cincinnati Revival took place. Two other priests 
assisted m calling forward the people, and in whispering 
comfort to them. One of these men roared out in the 
coarsest accents, Do you want to goto hell to-night ? ” 
The church was almost entirely filled with women, w ho 
vied with each other in bowlings and contortions of' the 
body ; many of them tore their clothes nearly off I was 
[much amused, spite of the indignation and disgust the 
jsccne inspired, by the vehemence of the negro part of 
The congregation ; they seemed determined to bellow 
{louder than all the rest, to show at once their piety and 
ftheir equality. 

At this same chapel, a few nights before, a woman bad 
fallen in a fit of ecstacy from the gallery, into the arms 
.of the people below, a height of twelve feet. A young 
slave who waited upon us at table, when this was men- 
jtioned, said, that similar accidents had frequently hap- 
pened, and that once she had seen it herself. Another 
slave in the house told us, that she “ liked religion right 
well, but that she never took fits in it, ’cause she was 
lways fixed in her best when she went to chapel, 
nd she did not like to have all her best clothes 
feroke up.” 
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We visited the infant school, instituted in this city by 
Mr. Ibbertsoft, an amiable and intelligent Englishman. 
It was the lirst infant school, properly so called, which I 
had ever seen, and 1 was greatly pleased with all the 
ai rangements, and the apparent success of them. The 
children, of whom we saw about a hundred, boys and 
girls, were between eighteen months and six years. The 
apartment was filled with all sorts of instructive and 
amusing objects; a set of Dutch toys, arranged as a 
cabinet of natural history, was excellent ; a numerous 
collection of large wooden bricks filled one corner of the 
room , the walls were hung with gay papers of different 
patterns, each representing some pretty group of figures ; 
large and excellent coloured engravings of birds and 
hearts were exhibited in succession as tin theme of a 
little lesson ; and the sweet flute of Mr. Ihnertson gave 
tune and time to the prettiest little concept of chirping 
birds that I ever listened to. 

A geographical model, large enough to gi\c clear 
ideas of continent, island, cape, isthmus, et cetera, all 
set in water, is placed before the children, and the pretty 
creatures point their little rosy fingers with a look of 
intense interest, as they are called upon to show where 
each of them is to be found. The dress, both of boys 
and gills, was elegantly neat, and their manner, when 
called upon to speak individually, was well bred, intelli- 
gent, and totally free from the rude indifference, which 
is so remarkably prevalent in the manners of American 
children. Mr. Ibbertson, will be a benefactor to the 
Union, if he become the means of spreading the admi- 
lable method by which he has polished the manner, and 
awakened the intellect of these beautiful little Republi- 
cans. I have conversed with many American ladies on 
the total want of discipline and subjection which I ob- 
sened universally among children of all ages, and 1 
never found any who did not both acknowledge and de- 
plore the truth of the remark. In the state of Ohio the^ 
have a law (I know not if it exist elsewhere), that if 
father strike his son, he shall pay a fine of ten dollars for 
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every sucli offence. 1 was told by a gentleman of Cin- 
cinnati, that lie had seen this fine indicted there, at the 
requisition of a boy of twelve years of age, whose father, 
he proved, had struck him for lying. Such a law, they 
say, generates »a spirit of freedom. What else may it 
generate ? 

Mr. rbbertsop, who seems perfectly devoted, heart 
and head to the subject, told me that he was employed 
m organising successive schools, that should receive the 
pupils as they advanced in age. If he prove himself as 
capable of completing education, as lie appears to be of 
beginning it, Ins institution will be a very valuable one. 
it would, indeed, be valuable any where ; but m America, 
whole discipline is not, where, from the shell, they are 
beings “ that cannot rule, nor ever will be ruled,” it is 
invaluable. 

About two miles from Baltimore \< a tort, nobly situ- 
ated on the Potapsco, and commanding the approach 
from the Chesapeak-bay. As our visit was on a Sunday 
we were not permitted to enter it. The walk to this 
fort is along a hue terrace of beautiful verdure, which 
commands a magnificent view of the city, with its 
columns, towers, domes, and shipping; and also of t lie 
Potapsco river, which is here so wide as to present 
almost a sea view. This terrace is ornamented with 
abundance of evergreens, and wild roses innumerable, hut 
the whole region lias the reputation of being unhealthy, 
and the fort itself most lamentably so. Before leaving 
the city of monuments, I must not omit naming one 
reared to the growing wealth of the country; Mr. Bar- 
ham's hotel is said to he the most splendid m the Union, 
and it is certainly splendid enough for a people more 
luxurious than the citizens of the republic appear yet to 
he. 1 heard different, and, indeed, perfectly contradic- 
tory accounts of the success of the experiment; hut at 
least every one seemed to agree that the liberal projector 
was fully entitled to exclaim, 

“ ’Tis not in mortals to command success; 

1 have done more, Jonathan, I’ve deserved it. 
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After enjoying a very pleasant fortnight , the greater 
part of which^was passed in rambling about this pretty 
city and its environs , we left it, not without regret , and 
all indulging the hope that we should be able to pay it 
another visit. 
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CHAPTER XX. 


VOYAC.F TO WASHINGTON. ( APIloL. CITY OF WASHINGTON. FON- 

GRFSS. INDIANS. H'MRAI, OF A MtMUEll OF C0NG1USS. 

By far the shortest route to Washington, both as to dis- 
tance and time, is by land ; but I much wished to see the 
celebrated Chesapeake bay, and it was therefore decided 
that we should take our passage m the steam-boat. It is 
indeed a beautiful little voyage, and well worth the time 
it costs ; but as to the beauty of the bay, it must, I think, 
be felt only by sailors. It is, I doubt not, a line shelter 
for ships from the storms of the Atlantic ; but its very 
vastness prevents it striking the eye as beautiful : it is, 
in fact, only a tine sea view. But the entrance from it 
into the Potomac river is very noble, and is one of the 
points at which one feels conscious of the gigantic pro- 
portions of the country, without having recourse to a 
graduated pencil-case. 

The passage up this river to Washington is interesting, 
from many objects that it passes, but beyond all else, by 
the view it affords of Mount Vernon, the seat of General 
Washington. It is there that this truly great mail 
passed the last years of his virtuous life, and it is there 
that he lies buried : it was easy to distinguish, as we 
passed, the cypress that waves over his grave. 

The latfer part of the voyage shows some fine river 
scenery ; but 1 did not discover this till some months 
afterwards, for we now arrived late at night. 

Our first object the next morning was to get a sight of 
the capitol, and our impatience sent us forth before 
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breakfast. The mists of morning still hung around this 
magnificent building when first it broke upon our view, 
and I am not sure that the effect produced was not the 
greater for this circumstance. At all events, we were 
struck with admiration and surprise. Nyne of us, 1 be- 
lieve, expected to see so imposing a structure on that 
side the Atlantic. 1 am ill at describing buildings, but 
the beauty and majesty of* the American capitol might 
defy an abler pen than mine to do it justice. It stands 
so finely too, high and alone. 

Idle magnificent western fay ad e is approached from 
the city bv tei races and steps of bolder proportions than 
1 ever before saw. The elegant eastern fiont, to which 
many persons give the preference, is on a level with a 
newly-planted but exceedingly handsome enclosure, 
which, m a few years, will offer the shade of all the most 
splendid trees which flourish in the Union, to cool the 
brows and refresh the spirits of the members. The view 
from the capitol commands the city and many miles 
around, and it is itself an object of imposing beauty to 
the whole country adjoining. 

We were again fortunate enough to find a very agree- 
able family to board with; and soon after breakfast left 
our comfortless hotel near the water, for very pleasant 
apartments in F. Street.* 

I was delighted with the whole aspect of Washington ; 
light, cheeifui, and airy, it reminded me of our fashion- 
able watering-places. It hasbeen laughed atby foreigners, 
and even by natives, because the original plan of the city 
was upon an enormous scale, and but a very small part 
of it lias been as yet executed.- But J confess I sec no- 
thing in the least degree ridiculous about it ; the original 
design, wdiich was as beautiful as it was extensive, has 
been in no way departed from, and all that hasbeen done 
lias been done well. From the base of the lull on wlucli 
the capitol stands extends a street of most magnificent 
width, planted on each side with trees, and ornamented 

* The streets that intersect the great avenues in Washington are 
distinguished by the letteis of the alphabet. 
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by many splendid shops. This street, which is called 
Pennsylvania Avenue, is above a mile in Jength, and at 
the end of it is the handsome mansion of the President ; 
conveniently near to his residence are the various public 
ofiiees, all har*lsome, simple, and commodious ; ample 
areas ate left ryund each, where grass and shrubs refresh 
the eve. Jn another of the principal streets is the general 
post-office, and not far from it a very noble town-hall. 
Towaids tli c 1 quarter of tlie President’s house are several 
handsome dwellings, which ai e chiefly occupied by the 
foreign ministers. The houses in the other parts of the 
city 111 e scattered, but without ever losing sight of the 
regularity of the original plan; and to a person who has 
been tiavelhng much through the country, and marked 
tilt 1 immense quantity of new manufactories, new canals, 
new rail-roads, new towns, and new cities, which are 
springing, as it were, from the earth m every part of it, 
the appearance of the metropolis rising gradually into 
life and splendour, is a spectacle of high historic interest. 

Commerce had already produced large and handsome 
cities m Amenca before she had attained to an individual 
political existence, and Washington may be scorned as a 
metropolis, where such cities as Philadelphia and New 
York exist ; but 1 considered it as the growing metropolis 
of the growing population of the Union, and it already 
possesses features noble enough to sustain its dignity as 
such. 

The residence of the foreign legations and their fami- 
lies gives a tone to the society of this cify which distin- 
guishes it greatly from all others. It is also, for a great 
part of the year, the residence of the senators and repre- 
sentatives, who must be presumed to be the elite of the 
entire body of citizens, both m respect to talent and edu- 
cation. This cannot fail to make Washington a more 
agreeable #bode than any other city in the Union. 

The total absence of all sights, sounds, or smells of 
commerce, adds greatly to the charm. Instead of drays 
you see handsome carnages; and instead of the busy 
bustling hustle of men, shuffling on to a sale of “ dry 
goods ” or “ prime bread stuffs,” you see very well- 
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dressed personages Jouncing leisurely up and down Penn- 
sylvania Avepue. 

Mr. Pishey Thompson, the English bookseller, with 
bis pretty collection of all sorts of pretty literature, fresh 
from London, and Mr. Somebody, the jeweller, with his 
brilliant shop full of trinkets, are the principal points of 
attraction and business. What a contrast to all other 
American cities! The members, who pass several 
months every year in this lounging easy way, with no 
labour but a little talking, and with the douceur of eight 
dollars a day to pay them for it, must feel the change 
sadly when their term of public service is over. 

There is another circumstance w hich renders the even- 
ing parties at Washington extremely unlike those of other 
places in the Union ; this is the great majority of gentle- 
men. The expense, the trouble, or the necessity of a 
ruling eye at home, one or all of these reasons, prevents 
the members’ ladies from accompanying them to Wash- 
ington ; at least, 1 heard of very lew who had their wives 
with them. \ he female society is chiefly to be found 
among the families of the foreign ministers, those of the 
officers of state, and of the few members, the wealthiest 
and most aristocratic of the land, who bring their fami- 
lies with them. Some few independent persons reside in 
or near the city, hut this is a class so thinly scattered 
that they can hardly be accounted a part of the popula- 
tion. 

But, strange to say, even here a theatre cannot be 
supported for Tmore than a few weeks at a time. 1 was 
told that gambling is the favourite recreation of the gen- 
tlemen, and that it is carried to a very considerable ex- 
tent ; but here, as elsewhere wuthm the country, it is 
kept extremely well out of sight. I do not think I was 
present with a pack of cards a dozen times during more 
than three years that I remained in the country. Bil- 
liards are much played, though in most places the amuse- 
ment is illegal. It often appeared to me that the old 
women of a state made the laws, and the young men 
broke them. 
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Notwithstanding the diminutive size of the city, we 
found much to see and to amuse us. 

The patent office is a curious record of the fertility of 
the mind of man when left to its own resources ; but it 
gives ample piopf also that it is not under such circum- 
stances it is most usefully employed. This patent office 
contains modelg of all the mechanical inventions that 
have been produced in the Union, and the number is 
enormous. I asked the man who showed these, what 
proportion of them had been brought into use; he said 
about one m a thousand ; he told me also, that they 
chiefly proceeded from mechanics and agriculturists 
settled m remote parts of the country, who had begun 
by endeavouring to hit upon some contrivance to enable 
them to gel along without sending some thousand and 
odd miles for the thing they wanted, if the contrivance 
succeeded, they generally became so fond of this off- 
spring of their ingenuity, that they brought it to Wash- 
ington for a patent. 

At the secretary of state's office we were shown auto- 
graphs of all the potentates with whom the Union were 
in alliance; which, I believe, pretty well includes all. 
To the parchments bearing these royal signs manual were 
appended, of course, the official seals of each, enclosed 
in gold or silver boxes of handsome workmanship ; I was 
amused by the manner in which one of their own, just 
prepared for the court of Russia, was displayed to us, 
and the superiority of their decorations pointed out. They 
were superior, and in much better taste than the rest; 
and I only wish that the feeling that induced this display 
would spread to every corner of the Union, and mix itself 
with every act and with every sentiment. Let America 
give a fair portion of her attention to the arts and the 
graces that embellish life, and I will make her another 
visit, and wyte another book as unlike this as possible.* 

Among the royal signatures, the only ones which much 

* This must not bo done, as I have been recently informed, till 
Jonathan Jefferson Whitlow is forgotten — or the system of shivery 
abolished. 
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interested me were two from the hand of Napoleon. 

The earliest f of these, when he was first consul , was a 
most illegible scrawl, and, as the tradition went, was 
written on horseback; but Ins writing improved greatly 
after he became an emperor, the subsequent signature 
being firmly and clearly written — I longyd to steal both. 

The purity of the American character, formed and 
founded on the purity of the American government, was 
made evident to our senses by the display of all the offer- 
ings of esteem and regard winch had been presented by 
various sovereigns to the different American ministers 
who had been sent to their courts. The object of the 
law which exacted this deposit from every individual so 
honoured, was, they told us, to prevent the possibility of 
bribery being used to corrupt any envoy of the Republic, 
i should think it would be a better way to select for the 
office such men as they felt could not be seduced by a 
sword or a snuff-box. Rut they, doubtless, know their 
own business best. 

The bureau for Indian affairs contains a room of 
great interest: the walls are entirely covered with ori- 
ginal portraits* of all the chiefs who, from time to time, 
have come to negotiate with their great father, as they 
call the President. These portraits are by Mr. King, 
and, it cannot be doubted, are excellent likenesses, as are 
all the portraits 1 have ever seen from the hands of that 
gentleman. The countenances are full of expression, 
but the expression in most of them is extremely similar; 
or rather, I should say that they have but two sorts of 
expression; the one is that of very noble and warlike 
daring, the other of a gentle and naive simplicity, that 
has no mixture of lolly m it, but which is inexpressibly 
engaging, and the more touching, perhaps, because at 
the moment we were looking at them, those very hearts 
which lent the eyes such meek and frieni|Jy softness, 

* The beautiful engravings of these portraits, which have recently 
reached ib, would be perfect, were they not quite so good. They con- 
vey the peculiar expression of this fast penshiug and most interesting 
race admirably, but give much too favourable an idea of the pictorial 
excellence of the originals. 
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\ were wrung by a base, cruel, and most oppressive act of 
their great father. 

\Xe were at W ashington at the time that the measure 
for chasing the last of several tribes of Indians from their 
forest homes, was canvassed m congress, and finally de- 
cided upon by t \\e jint of the President, if the Ameri- 
can character ntay be judged by their conduct in this 
matter, they are*nost lamentably deficient in every feel- 
ing of honour and integrity. It is among themselves, 
and from themselves, that 1 have heard the statements 
which represent them as treacherous and false almost 
beyond belief m their intercourse with the unhappv In- 
dians. Had I, during my residence m the United States, 
observed any single feature in their national character 
that could justify their eternal boast of liberality and the 
love of f reedom, I might have respected them, however 
much my taste might have been offended by what was 
peculiar in their manners and customs. But it is impos- 
sible for any mind of common honesty not to be revolted 
by the contradictions in their principles and practice. 
They inveigh against the governments of Kurope, because, 
as they say, they favour the powerful and oppress the 
weak. You may hear this declaimed upon m Congress, 
roared out in taverns, discussed in every drawing-ioom, 
satirised upon the stage, nay, even anathematised from 
the pulpit: listen to it, and then look at them at honm; 
you will see them with one hand hoisting the cap of 
liberty, and with the other flogging their slaves. You 
will see them one hour lecturing their mob on the inde- 
feasible rights of man, and the next driving from their 
homes the children of the soil, whom they have bound 
themselves to protect by the most solemn treaties. 

In justice to those who approve not this treacherous 
policy, I will quote a paragraph from a New York paper, 
which shows that there are some among them who look 
with detestation on the bold bad measure decided upon 
at Washington in the year 1830. 

“Wc know of no subject, at the present moment, of 
more importance to the character of our country for 
justice and integrity than that which relates to the Indian 
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tribes in Georgia and Alabama, and particularly the 
Cherokees i,u the former state. The act passed by 
Congress, just at the end of the session, co-operating 
with the tyrannical and iniquitous statute of Georgia, 
strikes a formidable blow at the reputation of the United 
States, in respect to their faith, pledged in almost innu- 
merable instances, in the most solemn tfeaties and com- 
pacts.” 

There were many objects of much interest shown us 
at this Indian bureau ; but, from the peculiar circum- 
stances of this most unhappy and ill-used people, it was 
a very painful interest. 

The dresses worn by the chiefs when their portraits 
were taken, are many of them splendid, from the em- 
broidery of beads and other ornaments ; and the room 
contains many specimens of their ingenuity, and even of 
their taste. There is a glass case in the room, wherein 
are arranged specimens of worked muslin, and other 
needle-work, some very excellent handwriting, and many 
other little productions of male and female Indians, all 
proving clearly that they are perfectly capable of civilisa- 
tion. Indeed, the circumstance which renders their ex- 
pulsion from their own, their native lands, so peculiarly 
lamentable is, that they were yielding rapidly to the 
force of example ; their lives were no longer those of 
wandering hunters, but they were becoming agricultu- 
rists, and the tyrannical arm of brutal power has not now 
driven them, as formerly, only from their hunting grounds, 
their favourite springs, and the sacred bones of their 
fathers, but it has chased them from the dwellings their 
advancing knowledge had taught them to make com- 
fortable ; from the newly-ploughed fields of their pride ; 
and from the crops their sweat had watered. And for 
what? To add some thousand acres of territory to the 
half peopled wilderness which borders them. 

The Potomac, on arriving at Washington, makes a 
beautiful sweep, which forms a sort of bay, round which 
the city is built. Just where it makes the turn, a wooden 
bridge is thrown across, connecting the shores of Mary- 
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land and Virginia. 'Fins bridge is a mile and a quaiter 
in length, and is ugl) enough. * The iufv\-yard and 
arsenal are just above* it, on the Maryland side, and 
make a handsome appearance on the edge of* the nver, 
Following the svweep above-mentioned. Near the arsenal 
(much too nea^) is the penitentiary, which, as it was 
just finished, ai¥l not inhabited, we examined m every 
Tart. It is built for the pin pose of* solitary confinement 
lor life. A gallows is a much less nerve-shaking spec- 
tacle than one of* these awful cells, and assuredly, when 
imprisonment therein for life is substituted for death, it 
is no mercy to the criminal; but if it be a greater terroi 
to the citizen, it may answ'er the propose better. J do 
not conceive, that out of a hundred human beings who 
had been thus confined for a yeai, one would be found 
at the end of it who would continue to linger on there, 
'a lain it was jar ever, if* the alternative of being hanged 
w'eie offered to them. 1 had written a description of 
these horrible cells, but Captain Hall's pictuie of a 
similar building is so accurate and so clear, that it is 
needless to insert it. 

Still follow mg the sw cep of the river, at the distance 
of two miles from Washington, is George Town, formerly 
a place of considerable commercial impoitance, and 
likely, I think, to become so again, when the* Ohio and 
Chesapeake canal, which there mouths into the Potomac, 
shall be in full action. It is a very pretty town, com- 
manding a lovely viewy of winch the noble Potomac and 
the almost nobler eapitol, arc the great features. The 
country lises into a beautiful line of bills behind Wash- 
ington, which form a sort of undulating terrace on to 
George Town ; this terrace is almost entirely occupied 
by a succession of gentlemen’s seats. At George Town 
the Potomac suddenly contracts itself, and begins to 
assume tliat*rapid, rocky, and irregular character which 
marks it afterwards, and renders its course, till it meets 
the Shenandoah at Harper’s Ferry, a series of the 

* It has since been washed away b) the breaking up of the frost of 
February, 1831. 
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most wild and romantic views that are to be found in 
America. 

Attending the debates in Congress w as, of course, one 
of our great objects ; and, as an English woman, I was 
perhaps the more eager to avail nryse!f*of the privilege 
allowed. It was repeatedly observed^ to me that, at 
least in this instance, 1 must acknowledge the supeiior 
gallantry of the Americans, and that they herein give a 
decided proof of surpassing the English in a wish to 
honour the ladies, as they have a gallery m the House of 
Representato es erected expressly for them, while in 
England they are rigorously excluded from every part 
of the House of Commons. 

But the inference I draw from this is precisely the 
reverse of that suggested. It is well known that the 
leason why the House of’ Commons was closed against 
ladies was, that their presence was found too attractive, 
and that so many members were tempted to neglect the 
business befoie the house, that they might enjoy the 
pleasure of conversing with the fair critics in the gallei ies, 
that it became a matter of national importance to banish 
them — and they were banished. It will be long ere 
the American legislature will find it necessary to pass 
the same law for the same reason. A lady of Wash- 
ington, however, told me an anecdote which went far to 
show that a more intellectual turn in the women would 
produce a change in the manners of the men. She told 
me, that when the Miss Wrights were in Washington, 
with general Lafayette, they very frequently attended 
the debates, and that the most distinguished members 
were always crowding round them. Eor this unwonted 
gallantry they apologised to their beautiful country- 
women by say mg, that if thev took equal interest in the 
debates, the galleries would be always thronged by the 
members. t 

The privilege of attending these debates would be 
more valuable could the speakers be better beard from 
the gallery ; but, with the most earnest attention, I could 
only follow one or twm of the oiators, whose voices were 
peculiarly loud and clear. This made it really a labour 
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to listen; but the extreme beauty of the chamber was of 
itself a reason for going again and again. *It was, how- 
ever, really mortifying to see this splendid hall, fitted up 
in so stately and sumptuous a manner, filled w it h men 
sitting in the nfost unseemly attitudes, a large majority 
with their hilts on, and nearly all spitting to an excess 
that decency forbids me to descnbe. 



Among the crowd, who must be included in this de- 
scription, a few were distinguished by not wearing their 
hats, and by fitting on their chairs like other human beings, 
without throwing their legs above their heads. When- 
ever I inquired the name of one of these exceptions, I 
was told that it was Mr. This, or Air. That, of Virginia. 

One day we were fortunate enough to get placed on 
the sofas between the pillars, on the floor of tl^e house ; 
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tlie galleries being shut up, for the purpose of making 
some ultei atibns, which it was hoped might improve the 
healing m that ]>arl of the house occupied by the mem- 
bers, and which is univeisal]) complained of, as being 
very defective/ But m our places dti the sofas we 
found we heard verj nmcli better than up stuns, and 
well enough to he extremely amused by the rude elo- 
quence of a thoiough hor.se and alligator oral or from 
Kentucky, who eutieated the house icpeatedly to “ go 
the whole hog.” 

If i mistake not, evet^ debate 1 listened to m the 
American Congress was upon one and the same subject, 
namely, the entire independence of each individual state, 
with legard to the fedei al govei umeut. The jealousy on 
this point appeared to me to lie the \ cry strangest political 
feCmg that ever got possession of the mind of man. I do 
not pretend to judge the merits of this question. 1 
speak solely of the very singular effect of seeing man 
after man start eagerly to his feet, to declare that the 
gi cutest injury, the basest injustice, the most obnoxious 
tyranny that could be practised against tlie state of which 
he was a member, would be a vote of a few million dollars 
for the purpose of making their roads or canals ; or for 
drainage ; or, in shoit, for any pui poses of improvement 
whatsoever. 1 

During the month we were at Washington, I heard a 
great deal of conversation respecting a iccent exclusion 
from Congress of a gentleman, who, by every account, 
was one of the most esteemed men m the house, and, I 
think, the father of it. The crime for which this gentle- 

* a proof ot fhib defective healing in the Hall of Congress, I 
may quote a passage from a newspaper icport of a debate on improve- 
ments. It was proposed to suspend a ceiling of glass iifteen feet above 
the beads of the members A member speaking in favoui of this pro- 
posal, said, “ Members would then, at least, be able* to understand 
what was the question befoie the House, an advantage which most of 
them did not now possess, tespecting more than half the propositions 
upon which they voted.” 

t Kiis strange jealousy is an illustration, cn grand , of tlie demo- 
cratic principle, and it pushed to its utmost perfection, would speedily 
dislocate eft'ry social compact, and leave each individual man as glo- 
riously free as a bear on the unsophisticated shoies of Bering’s Straits. 
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man was outvoted by bis own particular friends and ad- 
mirers was, that lie had given his vote fiur a "rant of 
public money for the purpose of draining a most lament- 
able and unhealthy district, cubed u the dismal sivamp ! " 

One "Teat Insist of the country is, that they have no 
national debt, <*r that they shall have none in two yeais. 
This seems noc very wonderful considering their pro- 
ductive tanff, and that the income paid to their preside nt 
is 60001. per mnnnn ; other gov eminent salaries being in 
pi oport ion, and all intei mil impi ovements, at the expence 
of the government treasury, being voted unconstitutional. 

The senate-chamber is, like the Hell of' Congress, a 
semicircle, blit of veiy much smaller dimensions. It is 
most elegantly fitted up, and what is better still, the 
senators, generally speaking, look like gentlemen. They 
do not weai their hats, and the activity of youth being 
happily past, they do not toss their heels abo\ o' flieir 
heads. I would ] could add they do not spit ; but, alas 1 
‘ £ I have' an oath in heaven,” and may not write an un- 
truth. 

A very handsome room, opening on a noble stone 
balcony, is fitted up as a library for the members. The 
collection, as far as a very cuisory view could enable me 
to judge, was veiy like that of a private English gentle- 
man, but with less Latin, Greek, and Italian. This loom 
also is elegantly furnished ; uch Brussels carpet; library 
tables, with poitfohos of engravings, abundance of sofas, 
and so on. The view from it is glorious, and it looks 
like the abode of luxury and taste. 

I can by no means attempt to describe all the apart- 
ments of this immense building, but the magnificent 
rotunda in the centre must not be left unnoticed. It is, 
indeed, a noble hall, a hundred feet m diameter, and of 
an imposing loftiness, lighted by an ample dome. 

Almost any pictures (excepting the cartoons) would 
look paltry in this room, fioni the immense height of the 
walls; but the subjects of the four pictures which are 
placed there are of such high historic interest, that they 
should certainly have a place somewhere, as national 
records. One represents the signing of the declaration 
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of independence ; another the resignation of the presi- 
dency by the*great Washington , another the celebrated 
victory of General Gates at Saiatoga , and the fourth 
] do not well remember , but I think it i s some other 
martial scene, commemorating a u ctorj ; I rather think 
that of York Tow n. 

One other object in the capital must* be mentioned, 
though it occurs m so obscure a pait of the budding, 
that one or two members to whom J mentioned it, were 
not await e of its existence. The lower part of the edifice, 
a story below the rotunda, &c., has a vaiiety of com- 
mittee rooms, courts, and other places of business. In a 
hall leading to some of these rooms, the ceiling is sup- 
ported by pillars, the capitals of which struck me as 
peculiarly beautiful. The) are composed of the ears 
and leavces of the Indian corn, beautifully arranged, and 
forming as graceful an outline as the acanthus itself. 
This was the only instance I saw, in which Ameiica has 
ventured to attempt national oiigmahty; the success is 
perfect. A sense of fitness always enhances the effect 
of' beauty. I will not attempt a long essay on the sub- 
ject, but if* America, m her vastnes^, hei immense natural 
resoul ccs, and her remote giandeur, would be less imita- 
tive 1 , she would be infinitely more picturesque and in- 
teresting. 

The president has regular evening parties, every other 
Wednesday, which are called his irvees ; the last syllable 
is pronounced by every one as long as possible, being 
exactly the reverse of the French and English manner of 
pronouncing the same word. 'The effect of this, from 
the very fiequent repetition of the woid in all companies, 
is very droll, and for a long time I thought people were 
quizzing these public days. The reception rooms are 
handsome, particularly the grand saloon, which is ele- 
gantly, nay, splendidly furnished ; this has been done 
since the visit of Captain Hall, w hose remarks upon the 
former state of this room may have hastened its decora- 
tion ; but there are a few anomalies in some parts of the 
entertainment, which are not very courtly. The company 
are about jis select as that of an Easter*day ball at the 
Mansion-house. 
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The churches at Washington are not superb ; but the 
Episcopalian and Catholic were filled with elegantly 
dressed women. I observed a greater proportion of 
gentlemen at church at Washington than any where else. 

The Presbyterian ladies go to church three times in 
the day, but ihv general appearance of Washington on a 
Sunday is much less puritanical than that of most, other 
American towns : the people walk about, and there are 
no chains in the streets, as at Philadelphia, to prevent 
their tiding or driving, if they like it. 

The ladies dress well, but not so splendidly as at !>ul- 
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timore- I remarked that it was not very unusual at 
Washington liar a lady to take the arm of a gentleman, 
who was neither her husband, her father, nor her brother. 
This remarkable relaxation of American decorum has 
been probably introduced by the foreign 1 legations. But 
though, as the seat of government, Washington must he 
considered as the minor of fashion, and the model for 
national etiquette, there appeared to be even in the 
highest quaiters so little attention to ceremony, that it 
is possible many things might be permitted theie, which 
would be objected to elsewhere. 

At about a mile from tiie town, on the high terrace- 
giound above described, is a very pietty place, to which 
the propneloi has given the name of Kaleirama. It is 
not large, or m any way magnificent, but the view from 
it n charming ; and it has a little wood behind, co\ ciing 
about t\\ o hundred acres of hioken ground, that slopes 
do an to a daik eold little liver, so closely shut m by 
rocks and ever-greens, that it might serve as a noon-day 
bath for Diana and her nymphs. The w hole of this w ood 
is a. led with wild flowers, but such as we cherish fondly 
m our gardens. 

A feiry at George Town ciosses the Potomac, and 
about two nnles fiom it, on the Virginian side, is Arling- 
ton, the seat of Mr. Custis, who is the grandson of Ge- 
neml Washington’s wife. It is a noble-looking place, 
having a portico of stately white columns, which, as the 
nun-non stands high, with a back giound of dark woods, 
foims a beautiful object in the landscape. At George 
Tow n is a nunnery, w here many young ladicsareeducated, 
ami at a little distance bom it, a college of Jesuits for 
the education of young men, where, as their advertise- 
ments state, “the humanities aie taught.” 

We attended mass at the chapel of the nunnery, where 
the female Voices that performed the chant were very 
pleasing. The shadowy form of the veiled abbess in her 
little sacred parlour, seen through a grating and a black 
curtain, but rendered clearly visible by the light of a 
Gothic window behind her, drew a <u>od deal of our at- 
tention ; every act of genuflexion, even the telling her 
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beads, was discernible, but so mistily, that it gave her 
indeed the appearance of* a being who had Already quit- 
• ted tins life, and was hovering on the confines of the 
w arid of shadows. 

'['he foment I*as a considerable inclosure attached to 
it, where I fic^uently saw, from the heights above it, 
dark fgures m a*\ fully thick black veils w alking solemnly 
up and dow n. 

r fhe Amer;can lady, who was the subject of one of 
I Vince Ilohenlohe’s celebiated miracle'', was pointed out 
to us at Washington. Ail the woild declare that her 
recovery was marvellous. 

* # f «f «■ * V X 

Theic appealed to be a great many foreigners at 
Washington, particulaily Ficnch. In Pans I have often 
observed that it v, >s a sort of fashion to .quv.k of Ameiica 
as a new 1 topia, especially among the } mmg liberals, 
who, before the happy accession of Philip, fancied that 
a eountiy v, ithout a king vva^ the land of pinnule; but I 
sometimes thought that, like many othei fine things, It 
lo.-T part of its brilliance when examined too neaily; 1 
ov erheai d the follow mg question and ansvv erpass betw een 
two \oung Pienclimen, who appeared to have met for the 
first time. 

Kh hut', Monsieur, comment trouvc/-vous la liherte 
et fegahte mises en action J ” 

“ Mais, Monsieur, je vous avoue (pie le beau ideal epic 
nous autre •?, nous avons couch de tout cela a Paris, avail 
quelque chose de plus poetique que ce que nous trou- 
vons ici ! ” 

On another occasion I w as excessively amused by the 
tone in which one of these 3 oung men replied to a ques- 
tion put to him by another Fienehman. A pretty-lookmg 
woman, but exceedingly deficient m iounn/rt\ was stand- 
ing alone at a little distance bom them, and close at their 
elbows stood a very aw kw aid-looking gentleman. "Qm 
est cette dame ? ” said the inquirer. “ Monsieur,'* said 
my 3 oung Jat, with an indesciibable giimace, “ cV st la 
femeile de ce nrib',’’ indicating his neighbour by an ex- 
pressive curl of his upper hp. 
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The theatre was not open while we were in Washing- 
ton, but we afterwards took advantage of our vicinity to 
the citv to visit it. The house is very small, and most 
astonishingly duty and void of decoration, considering 
that it is the only place of public amusement that the 
city affords. I have before niciuioncchthe want of de- 
corum at the Cincinnati theatre, but certainly that of the 
capital at leaM rivalled it in the freedom of action and 
attitude; a freedom which seems to disdain the restraints 
of civilised manners. One man in the pit was seized 
with a violent fit of vomiting, which appeared not in the 
lcust to annoy or surprise his neighbours; and the happy 
coincidence of a physician being at that moment per- 
sonated on the* stage, was hailed by many of the audience 
as an excellent joke, of which the actor took advantage, 
and elicited shouts of applause by saying, 4t I expect my 
sen ices arc wanted elsewhere.” 

The spitting was incessant; and not one in ten of the 
male pai t of the illustrious legislative audience sat ac- 
cording to the usual custom of human beings ; the legs 
were thrown sometimes over the front of* the box, some- 
times over the side of it; here and there a senator 
stretched his entire length along a bench; and in many 
instances the front rail was preferred as a seat. 

I remarked one young man, whose handsome person, 
and most elaborate toilet, led me to conclude he was a 
first-rate pci sonage, and so 1 doubt not he was; never- 
theless, I saw' him take from the pocket of Ins silk w aist- 
coat a lump of tobacco, and daintily deposit it within Ins 
cheek. 

I am inclined to think this most vile and universal 
habit of chewing tobacco is the cause of a remarkable 
peculiarity in the male physiognomy of Americans ; their 
lips are almost uniformly thin and compressed. At first 
1 accounted for this upon Lavater’s theory, and attributed 
it to the arid temperament of the people ; hut it is too 
universal to he so explained ; whereas the habit above 
mentioned, winch pervades all classes (excepting the 
literary), w r ell accounts for it, as the act of expressing 
the juices of this loathsome herb enforces exactly that 
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position of the lips, which gives tin’s remarkable peculi- 
arity to the American countenance. 

A member of Congress died while we were at Wash- 
ington, and I was surprised by the ceremony and dignity 
of his funeral. *It seems that whenever a senator or 
member of Congress dies during the session, he is buried 
at the expense ?>f the government (tins ceremony not 
coming under the head of internal improvement), and 
the arrangements for the funeral are not interfered with 
by Ins friends, but become matteis of’ state. J tian- 
scribed the ordei of the procession as being lather giand 
and stately. 

Chaplains of both IIouso. 

Pin si< lans w lio attended the deceased. 

Comma lee of ai r ingement. 

Tills r.ODY. 

(P.ill home b\ six memhers). 

The Relations of the deceased, with the Senatois and Roptesentatives 
ol the State to which he belonged, as 
Mom nei s 

Seige.int at aims of the House* of Representatives. 

The House of Representatives, 

Their Speaker and Cleih piecedmg. 

'Flic Senate of the United States, 

The V ice- Piesulent and Secretatv piecoding 
Tilt Pul SI II I NT. 

The procession was of considerable extent, but not on 
loot, and the majority of' the carnages were hired for 
the occasion. The body was interred m an open “ grave- 
yard" near the city. I did not see the monument erected 
on this occasion, but I presume it was in the same style 
as several others 1 have remarked m the same bury- 
mg-grouncl, inscribed to t lie memory of members who 
had died at Washington. These were square blocks of 
masonry without any pretension to splendour. 
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C HAPTER XXI. 

Si ON IN (.2 TON . CK1AT 1A11.S Ol TJl h VOTOVI \C. 

The greatest pleasure I had promised myself in visiting 
Washington was the seeing a very old friend, who had 
left England many y eai s ago, and mairied m America; 
she was now 7 a widow, and, as J believed, settled in Wash, 
ington 1 soon had the mortification of finding that she 
was not in the city; but ere long I learnt that her resi- 
dence was not mine than ten miles from it. We speedily 
met, and it was settled that we should pass the summer 
with her m Maryland, and after a month devoted to 
Washington, we left it for Stoning! on. 

We arrived there the beginning of May, and the kind- 
ness of our reception, the interest we felt m becoming 
acquainted wuth the family of my friend, the extreme 
beauty of the surrounding country, and the' lovely season, 
altogether, made our stay there a penod of great enjoy- 
ment. 

I wonder not that the first settlers in Virginia, with the 
bold Captain Smith of chivalrous memory at their bead, 
should have fought so stoutly to dispossess the valiant 
father of Poeohontas of his fail domain, for I certainly 
never saw 7 a moie tempting territory. Stonington is 
about two miles from the most romantic point of the 
Potomac River, and Virginia spreads her wild, but beau- 
tiful, and most fertile Paradise, on the opposite shore. 
The Maryland side partakes of* the same character, and 
perfectly astonished us b) the profusion of her wild fruits 
and flowers. 

We had not been long within reach of the great falls 
of the Potomac before a party was made for us to visit 
them ; the walk fiom Stonington to these falls is through 
scenery that can hardly be called forest, park, or garden ; 
but wliioh partakes of all three. A little English girl 
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accompanied us, who had but lately left her home; she 
exclaimed, “Oh ! how many English ladics#\vould glory 
in such a garden as this I” and in truth they might; 
cedars, tulip trees, planes, shuniaes, junipers, and oaks 
of* various kinds,* most of them new to us, shaded our 
path. Wild vm<*s, with their rich expansive leaves, and 
their sw eel blossom, rivalling the mignonette m fragrance, 
.clustered round their branches. Strawberries m lull 
bloom, violets, anemonies, iieartVease, and wild pinks, 
with many other, and stdl lovelier flow ers, which my 
ignorance foibids me to name, literally covered the 
ground. The arbor j uday the dog-wood, in its fullest 
glory of star-like flowers, a/alias, and wild roses, dazzled 
our e\es whichever way we turned them. Jt was the 
most flowety two mile* I ever walked. 

The sound of the falls is heard at Stonington, and the 
giadual increase of this sound is one of the agreeable 
features of this delicious walk. I know’ not why the 
rush of waters is so delightful to the ear; all other mo- 
notonous sounds are wearying, and harass the spirits, but 
I never met any one who did not love to listen to a water- 
fill. A rapid sti earn, called the “Branch (Tcekf* was 
to he crossed ere w e reached the spot where the falls are 
first visible. This rumbling, turbid, angry little rivulet, 
flow's through evergreens and flowering underwood, and 
is ei ossed n plusicius reprhes, by logs thrown from rock 
to rock. The thundering noise of the still unseen falls 
suggests an idea of danger while crossing these rude 
bridges, which hardly belongs to them; having reached 
the other side of the creek, we continued under the 
shelter of the evergreens for another quarter of a rude, 
and then emerged upon a sight that drew a shout of 
wonder and delight from us all. The rocky depths of an 
enormous river were opened before our eyes, and so huge 
are the black crags that inclose it, that the thundering 
torrents of water rushing through, over, and among the 
rocks of this awful chasm, appear lost and swallowed up 
in it. 

The river, or rather the bed of it, is here of great 
width, and most frightful depth, lined on *all sides with 
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huge masses o(‘ black rock of every imaginable form. 
The flood that roars through them is seen only at inter- 
vals; here in a full heavy sheet of green transparent 
water, falling straight and unbroken ; there dashing along 
a narrow channel, with a \iolence that* makes one di/zy 
to see and hear. Jn one place an unfallv>med pool shows 
a mirror of inky blackness, and as stilhas night; m an- 
other the tortuied, twisted cataract tumbles headlong in 
a dozen different torrents, half hid by the cloud of spray 
they send high into the air. Despite this uproar, the 
slenderest, loveliest shrubs peep forth from among these 
hideous rocks, like children smiling in the midst of 
danger. A> we stood looking at this tremendous scene, 
one of our friends made us remark, that the poison alder, 
and the poison vine, threw their graceful, but peihdious 
branches, over every rock, and assured us also that in- 
numerable tribes of snakes found their daik dwellings 
among them. 

To call this scene beautiful would be a strange abuse 
of terms, for it is altogether composed of sights and 
sounds of terror. The falls of the Potomac aie awfully 
sublime: the dark deep gulf which yawns before you, 
the foaming, roaring cataract, the eddying whirlpool, and 
the giddy precipice, all seem to threaten life, and to ap- 
pal the senses. Yet it w T as a great delight to sit upon a 
high and jutting crag, and look and listen. 

I heard with pleasure that it was to the Virginian side 
of the Potomac that the “felicity hunters” of Washing- 
ton resorted to see this fearful wonder, for I never saw a 
spot where I should less have liked the annoying “ how 
d’ye ” of a casual rencontre. One could not even give 
or receive the exciting “is it not charming,” which Rous- 
seau talks of, for if it were uttered, it could not be heard, 
or, if heard, would fall most earthly dull on the spirit, 
when wrapt by the magic of such a scene* A look, or 
the silent pressure of the arm, is all the interchange of 
feeling that such a scene allows, and in the midst of my 
terror and my pleasure, ] wished for the arm and the eye 
of some few from the other side of the Atlantic. 

The returif from such a scene is more soberly silent , 
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than the approach to it ; but the cool and quiet hour, the 
mellowed tints of some gay blossoms, and the closed bells 
Mothers, the drowsy hum of the insects that survive the 
jday, and the moist freshness that forbids the foot to 
weary m its homeward path, have all enjoyment m them, 
and seem to harmonise with the hall-wearied, hall-excited 
state of spirits, tluyt such an excursion is sure to produce : 
and then the entering the cool and moonlit portico, the 
well-iced sangarce, or still more refreshing coffee, that 
awaits you, is all delightful ; and if to this be added the 
happiness of an easy sofa, and a friend like my charming 

Mrs. 8 , to soothe }()u with an hour of Mozart, the 

jniost fastidious European might allow that such a day 
'was worth waking for. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

sm\lt i \M)n> runruiMoRs. — mavikv. 


1 now , for the first time since I crossed the mountains, 
found myself sufficiently at leisure to look deliberately 
round, and mark the different aspects of men and things 
in a region which, though heating the same name, and 
calling itself the same land, was, in many respects, as 
different from the one 1 had left, as Amsterdam from 
St. Petersburg. There every man was straining and 
struggling, and striving for himself (heaven knows!) 
Here every white man was waited upon, more or less, by 
a slave. There, the newly-cleared lands, rich with the 
vegetable mapurc accumulated for ages, demanded the 
slightest labour to return the richest produce ; where the 
plough entered, crops the most abundant followed ; hut 
where it came not, no spot of native verdure, no native 
fruits, no native flowers cheered the eye; all was close, 
dark, stifling forest. Here the soil had long ago yielded 
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its first fruits ; much that had been cleared and cul- 
tivated for,, tobacco (the most exhausting of crops) b 4 
the English, required caret ul and laborious husbandry t 
produce any return; and much was left as sheep-walk 1 
It was in these spots that the natui abbounty ol the so 
and climate was displaced by the imuqueiable wild finite 
and flowers which made e\ery dmgie and bushy dell 
seem a garden. 

On entering the cottage's I found aKo a great differ- 
ence in the manner of Imng. Here, indeed, there were 
feu cottages without a slave, but there were fewer still 
that had their beef-steak and onions for bi oaldust, 
dinner, and supper. The hen mgs of the bountiful 
Potomac supply their place. These are excellent 
“relish," as they call it, when salted, and, if 1 mistake 
not, are sold at a dollar and a half per thousand. 
Whiskey, howe\er, flows everywhere at the same fatally 
cheap rate of twenty cents (about one shilling) the' 
gallon, and its hideous effects aie visible on the counte- 
nance of every man you meet. 

The class of* people the most completely unlike any 
existing in England, are those who. farming their own 
freehold estates, and often possessing several slaves, 
yet live with as few of the refinements, and 1 tlnnk, I 
may say, with as few of the comforts of life, as the very 
poorest English peasant. When in Maryland, 1 went 
into the houses of several of these small proprietors, and 
remained long enough, and looked and listened suffici- 
ently, to obtain a tolerably correct idea of their matin'- r 
of living. 

One of these families consisted of a young man, Ins 
wife, two children, a female slave, and two young lads, 
slaves also. The farm belonged to the wife, and I was 
told, consisted of about three hundred acres of indif- 
ferent land, but all cleared. The house, was built of 
wood, and looked as if the three slaves might have over- 
turned it, had they pushed bard against the gable end. 
It contained one room, of about tw r elve feet square, and" 
another adjoining it, hardly larger than a closet : this 
second chamber was the lodging-room of the white part 
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of tlio family. Above tliese rooms was a loft, without 
windows, where I was told the “staying company ” who 
visited them, were lodged. Near this mansion was a 
“ shanty,” a black hole, without any w indow , w Inch S'i veil 
as a kitchen and,,all other olHces, and also as the lodging 
of the blacks. 

We were invited to take tea with this family, and 
readily consented to do so. The furniture of the room 
was one heavy huge table, and about six wooden chairs. 
When we aruved the lady was in lather a dusky disha- 
bille, but she vehemently urged us to be seated, and 
then reined into the clo>et-eliamber above mentioned, 
w lienee she continued to address to us from behind the 
door all kinds of “ genteel country visiting talk,” and at 
length emerged upon us m a smart new dress. 

Her female slave set out the great table, and placed 
upon it cups of the very coarsest blue warts a little 
brown sugar m one, and a tiny drop of milk in another; 
no butter, though the lady assured us she had a draj j' 
and two cows. Instead of butter, she ‘"hoped wo would 
fix a little relish with our crackers,” in ancient English, 
eat salt meat and diy biscuits. Such w r as the fare, and 
for guests that certainly were intended to he honoured. 

I could not help recalling the delicious repasts which l 
remembered to have enjoyed at little dairy farms in 
England, not possessed, hut rented, and at high rents 
too; where the clean, fresh coloured, hustling mistress 
herself* skimmed the delicious cream, herself* spread the 
veliow butter on the delightful brown loaf, and placed 
her curds, and her junket, and all the delicate treasures 
of her dairy before us, and then, with hospitable pride, 
placed herself at her hoard, and added the more delicate 
“relish” of good tea and good cream. I remembered 
all this, and did not think the difference atoned for, by 
the dignity />f having my cup handed to me by a slave. 
The lady I now visited, however, greatly surpassed my r 
quondam friends in the refinement of her conversation. 
She ambled through the whole time the visit lasted, in a 
sort of elegantly mincing familiar style of gossip, which, 
I think, she was imitating from some novel ; for I was, 



194 - 


domestic MANNERS 


told she was a great novel reader, and left all household 
occupations* to be performed by her slaves. To say she 
addressed us in a tone of equality, will give no adequate 
idea of her manner ; I am persuaded that no misgiving 
on the subject ever entered her head. w She told us that 
their estate was her divi-r/ewrf of her father’s property. 
She had married a first cousin, who wa^as fine a gentle- 
man as she was a lady, and as idle, preferring hunting 
(as they call shooting) to any other occupation. The 
consequence was, that but a very small portion of the 
di vi-r lend was cultivated, and their poverty was extreme. 
The slaves, particularly the lads, were considerably more 
than half naked; but the air of dignity with which, in 
the midst of all this misery, the lanky lady said to one 
of the young negioes, “Attend to your young master, 
Lycurgus, ” must have been heard to be conceived in 
the full extent of its mock heroic. 

Another dwelling of one of these landed proprietors 
was a hovel as wretched as the one above described, but 
there was more industry within it. The gentleman, indeed, 
was himself one of the numerous tribes of regular w hiskey 
drinkers, and w^as rarely capable of any work ; hut he had 
a family of twelve children, who, with their skeleton 
mother, worked much harder than 1 ever saw negroes do. 
They were, accordingly, much less elegant and much 
Jess poor than the heiress ; yet they lived with no ap- 
pearance of comfort, and with, I believe, nothing beyond 
the necessaries of life. One proof of this was, that the 
worthless father would not suffer them to raise, even by 
their own labour, any garden vegetables, and they lived 
upon their fat pork, salt fish, and corn bread, summer 
and winter, without variation. This I found was fre- 
quently the case among the farmers. The luxury of 
whiskey as more appreciated by the men than all the 
green delicacies from the garden, and if a]l the ready 
money goes for that and their darling chewing tobacco, 
none can be spent by the wife for garden seeds ; and as 
far as my observation extended, I never saw any Ameri- 
can menage where the toast and no toast question would 
have been decided in favour of the lady. 
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There are some small farmers who hold their lands as 
tenants, but these are by no means numefou! : they do 
not pay their rent in money, but by making over a third 
of the produce to the owner; a mode of paying rent 
considerably more advantageous to the tenant than the 
landlord ; but ihe difficulty of obtaining money m pay- 
ment, excepting for mere retail articles, is very great in 
all American transactions. “ I can pay in pro-uWe, ” is 
the offer which I was assured is constantly made on all 
occasions, and if rejected, “ Then I guess we can’t deal ,’ 1 
is the usual rejoinder. This statement does not, of 
course, include the great merchants of great cities, but 
refers to the mass of the people scattered over the coun- 
try; it has, indeed, been my object in speaking of the 
customs of the people, to give an idea of what they 
are generally. 

The effect produced upon English people by the 
sight of slavery in every direction is very new, and not 
very agreeable, and it is not the less painfully felt from 
hearing upon every breeze the mocking words u All men 
are horn free and equal .* 7 One must be in the heait of 
American slavery, fully to appreciate that wonderfully 
fine passage m Moore’s Epistle to Lord Viscount Eoibes, 
which describes perhaps more faithfully, as well as more 
powerfully, the political state of America, than anything 
that has ever been wTitten upon it: — 

Oh * Freedom , Freedom, how I hate thy cant ' 

Not eastern bombast, nor the savage rant 
Of purpled madmen, where they numbered all 
From lloman Nero, down to Russian Paul, 

Could grate upon my ear so mean, so base, 

As the rank jaigon of that factious race. 

Who, poor of heart, and prodigal of words, 

Born to be slaves, and struggling to be lords, 

But pant for licence, while they spurn controul, 

And shout for rights, with rapine in their soul f 
Who can, with patience, for a moment see 
The medley mass of pride and misery, 

Of whips and charters, manacles and rights, 

Of slaving blacks and democratic whites, 

Of all the pyeball polity that reigns 
In free confusion o’er Columbia’s plains ? 
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To (Vnk that man, thou just and gentle God 1 
ShooiM $bmd hetoie thee with a tyi ant’s rod, 

OVi < realm es like* himself, with sold fioin thee. 

Vet (kilt* te> boast of peifeit liberty ; 

Away, away, I’d 1 atlier liolel my neck 
]’\ doubtful t 'uine* bom a Sultan’s beck, 

In climes where liberty has st.uce Iwen n,*med, 

J\oi any light but that of mime, churned, 

Thau thus to Ino, where* bastaid freedom wave* 

1 f e i f ust iiin Hag m mcekeiv o’ei skives, 

Whole (motley laws admitting no device 
lli’twixt the uleiy slaved, and madly bee) 

Akko t!ie bondage and tin* menu. suit, 

Th ■ mute made mler, and the man made limlc 1 

The condition of domestic slaves, however, does not 
generally appear to be bad ; but the ugly feature is, that 
Tumid it be so, they have nopowerto chuiigeit. i have seen 
much kind attention bestowed upon the health of slaves; 
nut it is on these occasions impossible to forget, that did 
this attention fail, a valuable piece of propeity would be 
endangered. Unhappily the slaves, too, know this ; and 
the consequence is, that real kindly feeling very rarely 
cun exist between the paities. It is said that slaves born 
in a family are attached to the children of it, who have 
crown up with them. This may be the case where the 
petty acts of infant tyranny * have not been sufficient to 
conquer the kindly feeling naturally produced by long 
and early association ; and this sort of attachment may 
last as long as the slave can be kept in that state of pro- 
found ignorance which precludes reflection. The law of 
Virginia bus taken care of this. The state legislators 
may truly be said to be u wiser in their generation than 

* l > e» lifips the most disgusting part of the spectacle (except the 
often reclining infliction of pcisonal punishment) is that in whkh all 
that is most hateful in our nature is displayed in the infant tyranny of 
white chikhcn tovvaids their slaves. I cannot even at £his distance of 
time recal the puny bullying and well-taught ingenious insult of 
almost baby childicn tow aids stalwart slaves, who laised their heads 
tow aids heaven like men, but seemed to have lost the right of being 
so classed, without a feeling of indignation that makes my heart 
beat painfully. 
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the children of light,” and they engine them .>a fety In 
forbidding light to enter among them. ]>y the law of 
Virginia it is penal to teach an) slave to lead, and it is 
penal to be aiding and abetting in the act of instuictin 
them. This law speaks volumes. Domestic dw ts, are, 
generally speaking, toleiably well led, and decently 
clothed ; and flie mode in which the}" me lodged scions i 
matter oi‘ great ijMiflerence to them. They aio iareiv 
exposed to the msh, and they aic carefulD mused ii 
sickness. These me the favourable features of their 
situation. The sad one is, that they nuuj be sent to il i 
> onf / and sold. This is the dread of a 1 J the slaves north 
of Louisiana. The Migar plantation, s, and more' than all, 
the nee gi oimds of ( Georgia and the Carolines, aie the 
tenor of Ameiioan nogioes ; and well the \ maybe, for 
they open an earl)- grave to tlrousimL , and to n\(>ul 
A; ( s,s, it is needful to make then* previous labour paj then* 
value. 

There is umethirg in the stem of In ceding and leav- 
ing negroes m the Northern States, lor the express pia- 
posc of sending them to be sold in the South, that Si ikes 
painfully against e\ciy feeling of justice, mercy, or am- 
nion humanity. During my residence in Amciica I 
became perfectly persuaded that the state of a domestic 
slave m a gentleman's family was prefeiable to that of a 
hired American “help,” both because they are more 
caied lor and valued, and because then* condition being 
horn with them, their spirits do not struggle against it 
with that pining discontent which seems the let of 
all free servants in America. lhit the ease is widely 
different with such as, in their own persons, or those of 
their children “ loved in vain,” are exposed to the dread- 
ful traffic above-mentioned. In what is their condition 
better than that of the kidnapped negroes on the coast 
of Africa ? Of the horror in which this enforced migra- 
tion is held,* I had a strong proof during our stay in Vir- 
ginia. The father of a young slave, who belonged to the 
lady with whom we boarded, was destined to this fate, 
and within an hour after it was made known to him, he 
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sharpened the hatchet with which he had been felling 
timber, and with his right hand severed his left from the 
wrist. 

But this is a subject on which I do not mean to dilate : 
it has been lately treated most judiciously by a far abler 
hand.* Jts effects on the moral feelings and external man- 
ners of the people are all I wish to observe upon, and these 
are unquestionably most injurious. The same man who 


See Captain Hall’s Travels, in America. 
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beards his wealthier and more educated neighbour with 
the bullying boast “ I’m as good as you,” turns to his 
slave, and knocks him down, if’ the furrow lie lias ploughed 
or the log he has felled, please not this stickler for 
equality. Tl^ere is a glaring falsehood on the very sur- 
face of such ^ man’s principles that is revolting. It is 
not among thq higher classes that the possession of slaves 
produces the worst effects. Among the poorer class- 
of landholders, who are often as profoundly ignorant as 
the negroes they own, the effect of this plenary power 
over males and females is most demoralising; and the 
kind of coars'N not to say, brutal, authority which is ex- 
ercised, furnishes the most disgusting moral spectacle I 
ever witnessed. In all ranks, however, it appeared to 
me that the greatest and best feelings of the human heart 
were paralysed by the relative positions of slave arid 
owner. The characters, the hearts of children, are irre- 
trievably injured by it. In Virginia we boarded lor some 
time in a family consisting of a widow and her four daugh- 
ters, and I there witnessed a scene strongly indicative of 
the effect I have mentioned. A young female slave, 
about eight years of age, had found on the shelf of a 
cupboard a biscuit, temptingly buttered, of which she 
had eaten a considerable portion before she was observed. 
The butter had been copiously sprinkled with arsenic for 
the destruction of rats, and had been thus most incau- 
tiously placed by one of the young ladies of the family. 
As soon as the circumstance was known, the lady of the 
house came to consult me as to what had best be done 
for the poor child ; I immediately mixed a large cup of 
mustard and water (the most rapid of all emetics), and 
got the little girl to swallow it. The desired effect was in- 
stantly produced, but the poor child, partly from nausea, 
and partly from the terror of hearing her death proclaimed 
by half a dozgn voices round her, trembled so violently that 
I thought she would fall. I sat down in the court where 
we were standing, and, as a matter of course, took the 
little sufferer in my lap. I observed a general titter 
among the white members of the family, while the black 
Stood aloof, and looked stupified. The younger of the 
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family, a little girl about the age of the young slave, after 
gazing at me fort* a lew moments in utter astonishment, 
exclaimed “ Mv 1 if Mrs, Tiollope has not taken her in 
her Jap, and wiped her nasty mouth ! Why, I would not 
have touched her mouth for two hundred Jol/urs ! " 

The little slave was laid on a bed, and / returned to my 
own apartments ; some time afteruaids 1 sent to inquire 
for her, and learnt that she was in great pain, I imme- 
diately went myself to impute farther, when another 
young lady of the family, the one by whose imprudence 
the amdeni had occurred, met my anxious inquiries 
with id-suppressed mirth — told me they had sent for 
the decloi — and then hurst into uncontrollable laughter. 
The idea of really sympathising m the sufferings of a 
sJa\e appeared to them as absurd as w r coping ti\er a 
calf that had been slaughtered by the butcher. The 
daughteis of* my hostess were as hnely as features and 
complexion could make them; but the neutralising effect 
of this total want of feeling upon youth and beaut}, must 
be witnessed, to be conceived. 

There seems in general a strong feeling throughout 
America, that none of the negio race can he trusted; 
and as fear, according to their notions, is the only pun- 
eiple by which a slave can he actuated, it is not wonder- 
ful if the imputation he just. But I am persuaded that 
w ere a different mode of moral treatment pursued, most 
important and beneficial consequences would result from 
it. Negroes are very sensible to kindness, and might, I 
think, be rendered more profitably obedient by the prac- 
tice of it towards them, than by any other mode of dis- 
cipline whatever. To emancipate them entirely tlnough- 
out the Union, cannot, I conceive, be thought of, con- 
sistently with the safety of the country ; but were the 
possibility of amelioration taken into the consider- 
ation of the legislature, with all the wisdom, justice, and 
mercy, that could be brought to bear upon it, the negro 
population of the Union might cease to be a terror, and 
their situation no longer be a subject either of indigna- 
tion or of pity. 

I observed every where throughout the slave states, 
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that all articles which can be taken and consumed are con- 
stantly locked up, and in large families, where the extent 
of the establishment multiplies the numbed of keys, these 
are deposited in a basket, and consigned to the care of 
a little negress, who is constantly seen following her 
inM jest's .stejA with this basket on he 1 arm, and this, not 
only that the keys may be alwaV" Rt hanti, but because, 
should they b*e out of sight one nicmcn!, that moment 
would iufallihlv be employed for purposes of plunder. It 
seemed to me in this muance, as in many others, that 
the close personal attendance of these sable 4 shadows 
must be \ ery anno)ing ; but v. liene\er 1 meutioued it, I 
wasasMiied that no sueb feeling existed, and that use 
rendeied them almo: t uiicoiarimis of their piesence. 

I h$d, indeed, fi equent opportunities of obsen ing this 
habitual indifference to the prmence of their slaves. 
They talk of them, of them condition, of their faculties, 
of their conduct, exact!) as if the) weie incapable of 
hearing. I once sav. a )oung lady, who, when seated al 
table between a nude* and a female, was induced by her 
modest) to intrude on the (hair of her female neighbour 
to avoid the indelicacy of touching the elbow of a man. 

I once saw tins \ ery ) oung lady lacing her st;i)swith 
the most perfect coniposiue bcfuic a negro footman. A 
Virginian gentleman told me that ever since he had mar- 
ried, lie had been accustomed to inn e a negro girl sleep 
in the same chamber with himself and Ins wife. I asked 
for what purpose this nocturnal attendance was neces- 
sary “ Good heaven ! " was the reply, fcC if 1 wanted a 

glass of water during the night, what would become 
r *> •> ° ° 

oi me r 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 


FRUITS AND rLOWI’RS OI MARYLAND AND VI1U INIA. COPPI R-JIFAD 

SNAKE. INSECTS. 1 1 I CTIONS. 

Our summer in Maryland (1830) was delightful. The 
thermometer stood at 91, but the heat was by no means 
so oppressive as what we had felt m the West. In no 
part of North America are the natural productions of the 
soil more various, or more beautiful. Stiawbemes of 
the richest flavour sprung beneath our feet ; and when 
these past away, every grove, every lane, every field 
looked like a cherry orchard, offering an inexhaustible 
profusion of fruit to all who would take the trouble to 
gather it. Then followed the peaches ; every hedge-row 
was planted with them, and though the fruit did not 
equal in size or flavour those ripened on our garden 
walls, we often found them good enough to afford a de- 
licious refreshment on our long rambles. But it was the 
flowers, and the flowering shrubs that, beyond all else, 
rendered this region the most beautiful 1 had ever seen 
(the Alleghany always excepted.) No description can 
give an idea of the variety, the profusion, the luxuriance 
of them. If I talk of wild roses, the English reader will 
fancy I mean the pale ephemeral blossoms of our bram- 
ble hedges ; but the wild roses of Maryland and Virginia 
might be the choicest favourites of the flower garden. 
They are rarely very double, but the brilliant eye atones 
for this. They are of all shades, from the deepest 
crimson to the tenderest pink. The scent is rich and 
delicate ; in size they exceed any single roses I ever saw, 
often measuring above four inches in diameter. The 
leaf greatly resembles that of the china rose ; it is large, 
dark, firm, and brilliant. The sweetbrier grows wild, 
and blossoms abundantly; both leaves and flowers are 
considerably larger than with us. The acacia, or as it 
is there called, the locust, blooms with great richness 
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and profusion ; I have gathered abrancli less than a foot 
long, and counted twelve full bundles of flowers on it. 
The scent is equal to the orange-flower. The dogwood 
is another of the splendid white blossoms that adorn the 
woods. Its lateral branches are flat, like a fan, and 
dotted all over with star-like blossoms, as large as those 
of the gum-cislus. Another pretty shrub, of smaller size, 
is the poison alder. It is well that its noxious quali- 
ties are very generally known, for it is most tempting 
to the eye by its delicate frmge-like bunches of white 
flowers. Even the touch of this shrub is poisonous, and 
produces violent swelling. The arbor judm is abundant 
in every wood, and its blight and delicate pink is the 
earliest harbinger of the Ameiican spring. Azalias, 
white, -yellow, and pink ; kalmias of every variety, the 
too sweet magnolia, and the stately rhododendron, all 
grow in wild abundance there. The plant known in 
England as the Virginian creeper, is often seen climbing 
to the top of the highest foiest trees, and bearing a 
large trumpet-shaped blossom of a rich scarlet. The 
sassafras is a beautiful shrub, and I cannot imagine why 
it has not been naturalised m England, for it has every 
appearance of being extremely hardy. The leaves grow' 
in tufts, and every tuft contains leaves of five or six dif- 
ferent forms. The fruit is singularly beautiful ; it re- 
sembles in form a small acorn, and E jet black ; the cup 
and stem looking as if they were made of red coral. 
The graceful and fantastic grapevine is a feature of great 
beauty, and its wandering festoons bear no more resem- 
blance to our well-trained vines, than our stunted azalias, 
and tiny magnolias, to their thriving American kindred. 

There is another charm that haunts the summer w an- 
derer in America, and it is perhaps the only one found 
in greatest perfection in the West : but it is beautiful 
every where. In a bright day, during any of the summer 
months, your walk is through an atmosphere of butter- 
flies, so gaudy in hue, and so varied in form, that l often 
thought they looked like flowers on the wing. Some of 
them are very large, measuring three or four inches 
across the wings ; but many, and I think the most beau- 
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tifu], arc smaller than ours. Some have wings of the 
most dainty lavender colour ; and bodies of black; others 
are fawn and rose colour ; and others again are orange 
and bright blue . Blit pretty ns? they are, it is their num- 
ber, even more than their beauty, that delight s the eye . 
Their gay and noiseless movement as they glance 
through the air, crossing each other in chequered maze, 
is very beautiful. The humming-bird is another pretty 
summer toy; but they are not suflic iently mimes ous, 
nor do they live enough on the w mg ro render them so 
important a featuie in the transatlantic show, as the 
rainbow-tinted butterflies. The lire-fly u,s a far more 
brilliant novelty. In moist situations, or before a storm, 
the} are very numerous, and in the daik sultry e\enmg 
of a burning clay, when all employment was impossible, 

I have often found it a pasLime to watch their glancing 
light, now here, now there ; now seen, now gone : 
shooting past with the rapidity of lightning, and looking 
like a shower of (ailing stais, blown about in the breeze 
of evening. 

* * K -H * * * * 

In one of our excursions we encountered and slew a 
copper-head snake. I escaped treading on it by about 
three inches. While we were contemplating our con- 
quered foe, and doubting in our ignorance if he were in- 
deed the deadly copper-head we had so often heai d de- 
scribed, a fanner joined us, who, as soon as he cast his 
eyes on our victim, exclaimed, “My! if you have not 
got a copper. That’s right down well done, they be 
darnation beasts.” He told us that he had once seen a 
copper-head bite himself to death, from being teased by 
a stick, while confined in a cage where he could find no 
other victim. We often heard terrible accounts of the 
Dumber of these desperate reptiles to be found on the 
rocks near the great falls of the Potomac ; but not even 
the terror these stories inspired could prevent our re- 
peated visits to that sublime scene ; luckily our temerity 
was never punished by seeing any there. Lizards, long, 
large, and most hideously like a miniature crocodile, I 
frequently saw, gliding^from the fissures of the rocks* 
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and darting again under shelter, perhaps beneath the 
very .stone 1 was seated upon ; *but every o\ie assured us 
they w ere harmless. Animal life is so infinitely abun- 
dant, and in form s so various , and so novel to European 
eves, that it is absolutely necessary to divest oneself of 
all the petty terrors which the crawling, creeping, hop- 
ping. and buzzing tubes can inspire, before taking an 
American summer ramble. It is, I conceive, quite im- 
possible for any description to convey an idea of the 
sounds which assail the ears from the time the short 
twilight begins, until the rising sun scatters the rear of 
darkness, and sends the winking ehoristcis to rest. 

t; w 

Be where you will (excepting m the large cities) the 
appalling note of the bull-frog will reach you, loud, deep, 
and hoarse, issuing from a thousand tin oats m ceaseless 
continuity of croak. The tree-frog add*, her chirping 
and almost human voice ; the kattiedid repeats her own 
mime through the livelong night; the whole tribe of lo- 
custs chiip, chirrup, squeak, wluz, and whistle, without 
allowing one instant of interval to the weary ear; and 
when to this the mosquito adds her threatening hum, it 
is w onderful that any degree of fatigue can obtain for the 
listener the relief of sleep. In fact, it is only in ceasing 
to listen that this blessing can be found. I passed many 
feverish nights during my first summer, literally in listen- 
ing to this most astounding mixture of noises, and it w as 
only when they became too familiar to excite attention, 
that I recovered my rest. 

I know not by what whimsical link of association the 
recapitulation of this insect din suggests the recollection 
of other discords, at least as harsh, and much more trou- 
blesome. 

Even in the retirement in which we passed this sum- 
mer, we w r cre not beyond reach of the election fever, 
which is constantly raging through the land. Had 
America every attraction under heaven that nature and 
social enjoyment can offer, this electioneering madness 
would make me fly it in disgust. It engrosses every 
conversation, it irritates every temper, it substitutes 
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party spirit for personal esteem, and, in fact, vitiates the 
whole systenj of society. 

When a candidate for any office starts, his party endow 
him with every virtue, and with all the talents. They are 
all ready to peck out the eyes of those who oppose him, 
and in the warm and mettlesome south-western states, do 
literally often perform this operation ; but as soon as he 
succeeds, his virtues and his talents vanish, and, except- 
ing those holding office under his appointment, every 
man Jonathan of them sets off again full gallop to elect 
his successor. When I first arrived in America Mr. John 
Quincy Adams was President, and it was impossible to 
doubt, even from the statement of his enemies, that he 
was every way calculated to do honour to the office. 
All I ever heard against him was, that “ he was too much 
of a gentleman;” but a new candidate must be set up, 
and Mr. Adams was out-voted for no other reason, that 
I could learn, but because it was “best to change.” — 
“Jackson forever!” was, therefore, screamed from the 
majority of mouths, both drunk and sober, till lie was 
elected ; but no sooner in his place, than the same cease- 
less operation went on again, with “ Clay for ever ” for 
its war-whoop. 

I was one morning paying a visit, when a party of 
gentlemen arrived at the same house on horse-back. 
The one whose air proclaimed him the chief of his party, 
left us not long in doubt as to his business, for he said, 
almost in entering, 

“Mr. P , I come to ask for your vote.” 

“ Who are you for, sir ?” was the reply. 

“Clay for ever!” the rejoinder; and the vote was 
promised. 

This gentleman was candidate for a place in the state 
representation, whose members have a vote in the presi- 
dential election. 

I was introduced to him as an English woman : he ad- 
dressed me with, “Well, madam, you see we do these 
things openly and above-board here ; you mince such 
matters more, I expect.” 

After his departure his history and standing were dis- 
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cussed. “ Mr. M. is highly respectable, and of very good 
standing ; there can be no doubt of his election if lie is 
a thorough -going Clay-man/’ said my host. 

1 asked what his station was. 

The lady of the house told me that his father had 
been a merchant, and when this future legislator was a 
young man, he had been sent by him to some port in the 
Mediterranean as his super-cargo. The youth, being a 
free-born high-spirited youth, appropriated the proceeds 
to his own uses, traded with great success upon the fund 
thus obtained, and returned, after an absence of twelve 
years, a gentleman of fortune and excellent standing. I 
expressed some little disapprobation of this proceeding, 
but was assured that Mr, M. was considered by every 
one as a very “ honourable man.” 

Were I to relate one-tenth part of the dishonest trans- 
actions recounted to me by Americans, of their fellow- 
citizens and friends, I am confident that no English 
reader would give me credit for veracity ; it would, 
therefore, be very unwise to repeat them, but I cannot 
refrain from expressing the opinion that nearly four 
years of attentive observation impressed on me, namely, 
that the moral sense is on every point blunter than with 
us. Make an American believe that his next-door neigh- 
bour is a very worthless fellow, and I dare say (if he were 
quite sure he could make nothing by him) he would drop 
the acquaintance ; but as to what constitutes a worthless 
fellow, people differ on the opposite sides of the Atlantic, 
almost by the whole decalogue. There is, as it appeared 
to me, an obtusity on all points of honourable feeling.* 

“ Cervantes laughed Spain's chivalry away,” but he 
did not laugh away that better part of chivalry, so beau- 
tifully described by Burke as “ the unbought grace of 
life, the cheap defence of nations, that chastity of ho- 

* It is remarkable how often in re-pernsing these pages, it strikes 
me that since they were written, the old country has in many points 
assimilated itself to the new. If my memory does not entnely fad 
me, there was more attention shown to moral character formeily, and 
a greater necessity for those who sought advancement to stand well in 
public opinion as to their worth and honour than at present. 
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nour, which feels a stain as a wound, which ennobles 
whatever it touches, and by which vice itself loses half 
its evil, by losing all its crossness.*" The better part of 
chivalry still mixes with gentle blood in every part of 
Europe, nor is it less fondly guarded than when sword 
and buckler aided its di fence. Pei haps this unbought 
grace of life is not to be looked ior wTere chivalry has 
never been. 1 certainly do not lament the decadence of 
knight errantry, nor wash to exchange the protection of 
the laws for that of the doughtiest champion who ever 
set lance in rest; hut I do, m ti nth, believe that this 
knightly sensitiveness of honourable feeling is the best 
antidote to the petty soul* degrading transactions of 
everv-day life, and that the total want of it is one reason 
why this free-born nice care so very little for the vulgai 
virtue called piobity. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 


JOUIINEV TO PHILADT' I THIA. CIU SAT' AK AND LI LAW ARE CANAL 

city oi mui.Ain li-iha. — miss wrigiit's lecturi . 


In the latter part of August, 3 SIX), we paid a visit to 
Philadelphia, and, notwithstanding the season, we were 
so fortunate as to have both bright and temperate 
weather for the expedition. The road from Washington 
to, Baltimore, which w^as our first day's journey, is inte- 
resting in summer from the variety and luxuriance of the 
foliage which borders great part of it. 

We passed the night at Baltimore, and embarked next 
morning on board a steam-boat for Philadelphia. The 
scenery of the Elk river, upon which you enter soon 
after leaving the port of Baltimore, is not beautiful. 
We embarked at six in the morning, and at twelve 
reached the Chesapeak and Delaware canal ; we then 
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quitted the steam-boat, and walked two or three hun- 
dred yards to the canal, where we got on l^oard a pretty 
little decked boat, sheltered by a neat awning, and drawn 
by four horses. This canal cuts across the state of 
Delaware, and connects the Cln?sapeak and Delaware 
rivers : it has been a work of great expense, though the 
distance is not more than thirteen miles ; for a consider- 
able part of this distance the cutting has been very 
deep, and the banks are in many parts thatched, to pre- 
vent their crumbling. At the point where the cutting is 
deepest, a light bridge is thrown across, which, from its 
great height, forms a sti iking object to the travellers 
passing below it. Every boat that passes this canal pays 
a toll of twenty dollars. 

Nothing can be less interesting than that part of the 
state of Delaware through which this cut passes, the 
Mississippi hardly excepted. At one, we reached the 
Delaware river, at a point nearly opposite Delaware 
Fort, which looks recently built, and is very handsome. * 
Here we again changed our vessel, and got on board 
another of their noble steam-boats ; both these changes 
were made with the greatest regularity and dispatch. 

There is nothing remarkable in the scenery of the 
Delaware. The stream is wide and the banks are Hat; a 
short distance before you reach Philadelphia two large 
buildings of singular appearance strike the eye. On 
inquiry [ learnt that they were erected for the purpose 
of sheltering two ships of war. They are handsomely 
finished, with very neat roofs, and are ventilated by many 
windows. The expense of these buildings must have 
been considerable, but as the construction of the vast 
machines they shelter was more so, it may be good 
economy. 

We reached Philadelphia at four o’clock in the after- 
noon. The approach to this city is not so striking as that 
to Baltimore ; though much larger, it does not now show 
itself so w ell ; it wants domes and columns : it is, never- 
theless, a beautiful city. Nothing can exceed its neat- 

* This fort was destroyed by fire a few months afterwards. 

* 
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nes s ; the streets are well paved, the foot-way, as in all 
the old Amer^an cities, is of brick, like the old pantile 
walk at Tunbridge Wells. This is almost entirely shel- 
tered from the sun by the awnings, which, in all the 
principal streets, are spread from the shop windows to 
the edge of the pavement. 

The city is built with extreme and almost wearisome 
regularity; the streets, which run north and south, are 
distinguished by numbers, from one to — l know not bow- 
many, but I paid a visit in Twelfth Street; these are in- 
tersected at right angles by others, which are known b} r 
the names of various trees; Mulberry (more commonly 
called Arch Street), Chesnut, and Walnut, appear the 
most fashionable: in each of these there is a theatre. 
This mode of distinguishing the streets is commodious to 
strangers, from the facility it gives of finding out where- 
abouts you are ; if you ask for the United States’ Bank, 
you are told it is in Chesnut, between Third and Fourth, 
and as the streets are all divided from each other by 
equal distances, of about three hundred feet, you are 
sure of not missing your mark. There are may hand- 
some houses, but none that are very splendid; they are 
generally of brick, and those of the better order have 
white marble steps, and some few r , door-frames of the 
same beautiful material ; but, on the whole, there is less 
display of it in the private dwellings than at Baltimore. 

The Americans all seem greatly to admire this city, 
and to give it the preference in point of beauty to all 
others in the Unioij, but I do not agree with them. 
There are some very handsome buildings, but none of 
them so placed as to produce a striking effect, as is the 
case both with the Capitol and the President’s house, at 
Washington. Notwithstanding these fine buildings, one 
or more of which are to be found in all the principal 
streets, the coup d’oeil is every where the same. There 
is no Place de Louis Quinze or Carrousel, no Regent 
Street or Green Park, to make One exclaim “ how beau- 
tiful !” all is even, straight, uniform, and uninteresting. 

There is one spot, however, about a mile from the 
town, which presents a lovely scene. The water-works 
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of Philadelphia haye not yet perhaps as wide-extended 
fame as those of Marly, but they are not less deserving 
it. At a most beautiful point of the Scfiuylkill Kiver, 
the water has been forced up into a magnificent reser- 
voir, ample and elevated enougl#to send it through the 
whole city. The vast yet simple machinery by which 
this is achieved is open to the public, w ho resort in such 
numbers to see it, that several evening stages run from 
Philadelphia to Pair Mount for their accommodation. 
But interesting and curious as this machinery is, 1’air 
Mount would not be so attractive had it not something 
else to offer. It is, in truth, one of the very prettiest 
spots the eye can look upon. A broad wear is thrown 
across the Schuylkill, which produces the sound and 
look of a cascade. On the farther side of the river is a 
gentleman's seat, the beautiful lawns of which slope to 
the water’s edge, and groups of weeping willows and 
other trees throw their shadows on the stream. The 
works themselves are enclosed in a simple but very 
handsome building of freestone, which lias an extended 
fiont opening upon a terrace, which overhangs the river : 
behind the building, and divided from it only by a lawn, 
rises a lofty wall of sold lime-stone rock, which has, at 
one or twm points, been cut into, for the passage of the 
water into the noble reservoir above. Prom the crevices 
of this rock the catalpa w r as every where pushing forth, 
covered with its beautiful blossom. Beneath one of 
these trees an artificial opening in the rock gives passage 
to a stream of water, clear and bright as crystal, which 
is received in a stone basin of simple workmanship, 
having a cup for the service of the thirsty traveller. At 
another point, a portion of the water, in its upward way 
to the reservoir, is permitted to spring forth in a perpe- 
tual jet d'oau , that returns in a silver shower upon the 
head of a marble naiad of snowy whiteness. The statue 
is not the *work of Phidias ; hut its dark, rocky back- 
ground, the flowery catalpas which shadow it, and the 
bright shower through which it shows itself, altogether 
make the scene one of singular beauty ; add to which, 
the evening on which 1 saw it was very sultry, and the 
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contrast of this cool spot to all besides certainly en- 
hanced its attractions; it was impossible not to envy the 
nymph her eternal shower-bath. 

On returning from tins excursion we saw hand-bills in 
all parts of the city, announcing that Miss Wright was 
on that evening to deliver her parting address to the 
citizens of Philadelphia, at the Arch Street theatre, pre- 
vious to her departure for Europe. I immediately deter- 
mined to hear her, and did so, though not without some 
difficulty, from the crowds w ho went thither with the same 
intention. The house, wdnch is a very pretty one, was 
filled in every part, including the stage, with a well- 
dressed and most attentive audience. There was a 
larger proportion of ladies present than ] ever saw on 
any other occasion in an American theatre. One reason 
for this might be, perhaps, that they were admitted gratis. 

M iss Wright came on the stage surrounded by a body- 
guard of Quaker ladies, in the full costume of their sect. 
She w'as, as she always is, startling in her theories, but 
powerfully eloquent, and, on the whole, was much 
applauded, though one passage produced great emotion, 
and some hiding. She stated broadly, on the authority 
of Jefferson, furnished by his posthumous w orks, that 
44 Washington was not a Christian.” One voice from the 
crowded pit exclaimed, in an accent of indignation, 
44 Washington w r as a Christian;" but it was evident that 
the majority of the audience considered Mr. Jefferson’s 
assertion as a compliment to the country's idol, for the 
hissing was soon triumphantly clapped down. General 
Washington himself, however, gives a somewhat different 
account of his own principles; for, in his admirable fare- 
well address on declining a re-election to the Presidency, 
1 find the following passage: — 

44 Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to 
political prosperity, religion and morality are indispens- 
able supports. In vain would that man claim the tribute^ 
of patriotism who would labour to subvert these great 
pillars of human happiness, these firmest props of the 
destinies of men and citizens. A volume could not trace 
all their connections with private and public felicity. 
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nad any. My Quaker friend told me she knew not who 
lie was, and that she much regretted I had heard so poor 
a preacher. After he had concluded, a*gent]eman~hke 
old man (a physician by profession) arose, and delivered 
a lew moral sentences in an agreeable manner : soon 
after he had sat down, the whole congregation rose, I 
know not at vvliat signal, and made their exit. It is a 
singular kind of worship, if worship it may be called, 
where all prayer is forbidden ; yet it appeared to me, m 
its decent quietness, infinitely 1 preferable to vvliat I had 
witnessed at the Presbyterian and Methodist Meeting- 
houses. A great schism had lately taken place among 
the Quakers of Philadelphia; many objecting to the 
over-strict discipline of the orthodox. Among the sece- 
de rs there arc again various shades of difference ; J met 
many who called themselves Unitarian Quakers, others 
were Hicksites, and others again, though still wearing 
the Quakeriuibit, were said to be Deists. 

We visited many chinches and chapels in the city, but 
none that would elsewhere be called handsome, either 
internally or externally. 

I went one evening, not a Sundays with a party of 
ladies to see a Presbyterian minister inducted. The 
ceremony was woefully long, and the charge to the young 
man awfully impossible to obey, at least if be were a man, 
like unto other men. It was matter of astonishment to 
me to observe the deep attention, and the unwearied 
patience with which some hundreds of beautiful young 
girls who were assembled there (not to mention the old 
ladies) listened to the whole of this tedious ceremony ; 
surely there is no country^ in the world where religion 
makes so large a part of the amusement and occupation 
of the ladies. Spain, in its most catholic days, could not 
exceed it : besides, in spite of the gloomy horrors of the 
Inquisition, gaiety and amusement were not thcie offered 
as a sacrifice by the young and lovely. 

The religious severity of Philadelphian manners is in 
nothing more conspicuous than in the number of chains 
thrown across the streets on a Sunday to prevent horses 
and carriages from passing. Surely the Jews could not 
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exceed this country in their external observances. What 
the gentlemen of Philadelphia do with themselves on a 
Sunday, I will hot pretend to guess, but the prodigious 
majority of females in the churches is very remarkable. 
Although a large proportion of the population of this 
city are Quakers, the same extraordinary variety of faith 
exists here, as every where else in the Lnion, and the 
priests have, in some circles, the same unbounded in- 
fluence which has been mentioned elsewhere. 

One history reached me, wdiich gave a terrible picture 
of the effect this power may produce ; it was related to 
me by my mantua-maker ; a young woman highly estim- 
able as a wife and mother, and on whose veracity I 
perfectly rely. She told me that her father w as a w idow er, 
and lived with his family of three daughters at Phila- 
delphia. A short time before she married, an itinerant 
preacher came to the city, who contrived to obtain an in- 
timate footing in many respectable families, id er father’s 
was one of these, and his influence and authority were great 
with all the sisters, but particularly w ith the )Oungest. 
The young girl’s feelings for him seem to have been a 
curious mixture of spiritual awe and earthly affection. 
When she received a hint from her sisters that she ought 
not to give him too much encouragement till he spoke 
out, she showed as much holy resentment as if they had 
told her not to say her prayers too devoutly. At length 
the father remarked the sort of covert passion that 
gleamed through the eyes of his godly visitor, and he 
saw too the pallid anxious look which had settled on the 
young brow of his daughter; either this, or some rumours 
lie had heard abroad, or both together, led him to forbid 
this man his house. The three girls were present when 
he did so, and all uttered a deprecating “ Oh father ! ” 
but the old man added stoutly, “ If you show yourself 
here again, reverend sir, I will not only teach you the 
way out of my house, but out of the city also.” The 
preacher withdrew, and w^as never heard of in Phila- 
delphia afterwards; but when a few months had passed, 
strange whispers began to creep through the circle which 
had received and honoured him, and, in due course of 
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time, no less than seven unfortunate girls produced living 
proofs of the wisdom of my informant’s worthy father. 
In defence of this dreadful story I can onfy make the 
often repeated quotation, “ I tell the tale as 'twas told 
to me ; ” but, in all sincerity I must add, that I have no 
doubt of its trutll 

I was particularly requested to visit the market of 
“Philadelphia, at the hour when it presented the busiest 
scene ; I did so, and thought few cities had any tiling to 
show better worth looking at ; it is, indeed, the very per- 
fection of a market, the beau ideal of a notable house- 
wife, who would confide to no deputy the important office 
of caterer. The neatness, freshness, and entire absence 
of every thing disagreeable to sight or smell, must be 
witnessed to be believed. The stalls were spread with 
snow-white napkins; flowers and fruit, if not quite of 
Paris or London perfection, yet bright, fresh, and fra- 
grant ; with excellent vegetables in the greatest variety 
and abundance, were all so delightfully exhibited, that 
objects less pleasing were overlooked and forgotten. The 
dairy, the poultry-yard, the forest, the river, and the 
ocean, all contributed their spoil ; in short, for the first 
time in my life, I thought a market a beautiful object. 
The prices of most articles were, as nearly as 1 could 
calculate between dollars and francs, about the same as 
at Paris; certainly much cheaper than in London, but 
much dearer than at Exeter. 

My letters of introduction brought me acquainted with 
several amiable and interesting people. There is some- 
thing in the tone of manners at Philadelphia that I liked ; 
it appeared to me that there was less affectation of ton 
there than elsewhere. There is a quietness, a composure 
in a Philadelphian drawing-room, that is quite character- 
istic of a city founded by William Penn. The dress of 
the ladies, evtm those who are not Quakers, partakes of 
this; they are most elegantly neat, and there was a deli- 
cacy and good taste in the dress of the young ladies that 
might serve as a model to the whole Union. Theie can 
hardly be a stronger contrast in the style of dress be- 
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tween any two cities than may be remarked between 
Baltimore "and Philadelphia; both are costly, but the 
former is distinguished by gaudy splendour, the latter by 
elegant simplicity. 

It is said that this city has many gentlemen distin- 
guished by their scientific pursuits ; I conversed with 
several well informed and intelligent m6n, but there is a 
cold dryness of manner and an apparent want of interest 
in the subjects they discuss, that, to my mind, robs con- 
versation of all its charm. On one occasion 1 heard the 
character and situation of an illustrious officer discussed, 
who had served with renown under Napoleon, and whose 
high character might have obtained him favour under 
the Bourbons, could he have abandoned the principles 
which led him to dislike their government This dis- 
tinguished man had retreated to America after the death 
of his master, and was endeavouring to establish a sort 
of Polytechnic academy at New York : in speaking of 
him, I observed, that Ins devotion to the cause of free- 
dom must prove a strong recommendation in the United 
States. “ Not the least in the world, madam,” answered 
a gentleman who ranked deservedly high among the 
Uterati of the city, “ it might avail him much in England, 
perhaps, but here we are perfectly indifferent as to what 
people’s principles may be.’' 

This I believe to be exactly true, though I never 
before heard it avowed as a national feature. 

The want of warmth, of interest, of feeling, upon all 
subjects which do not immediately touch their own con- 
cerns, is universal, and has a most paralysing effect upon 
conversation. All the enthusiasm of America is concen- 
trated to the one point of her own emancipation and 
independence ; on this point nothing can exceed the 
warmth of her feelings. She may, I think, be compared 
to a young bride, a sort of Mrs. Major Waddle ; her in- 
dependence is to her as a newly-won bridegroom ; for 
him alone she has eyes, ears, or heart; — the honeymoon 
is not over yet; — when it is, America will, perhaps, 
Jearn more coquetry, and know better how to faire 
Vaimable to other nations. 



OF THE AMERICANS. 


225 


I conceive that no place in the known world can fur- 
nish so striking a proof of the immense val*e of literary 
habits as the United States, not only in enlarging the 
mind, but what is of infinitely more importance, in puri- 
fying the manners. During my abode in the country I 
not only never #net a literary man who was a tobacco 
chewer or a whisky drinker, but I never met any who 
were not, that had escaped these degrading habits. On 
the women, the influence is, if possible, still more im- 
portant ; unfortunately, the instances are rare, but they 
are to be found. One admirable example occurs in the 
person of a young lady of Cincinnati : surrounded by a 
society totally incapable of appreciating, or even of 
comprehending her, she holds a place among it, as simply 
and unaffectedly as if of the same species; young, beau- 
tiful, and gifted ly nature with a mind singularly acute 
and discriminating, she lias happily found such oppor- 
tunities of cultivation as might distinguish her in any 
country ; it is, indeed, that best of all cultivation which 
is only to be found in domestic habits of literature, and 
in that hourly education which the daughter of a man of 
letters receives when she is made the companion and 
friend of her father. This young lady is the more ad- 
mirable as she contrives to unite all the multifarious 
duties which usually devolve upon American ladies, with 
her intellectual pursuits. The companion and efficient 
assistant of her father’s literary labours, the active aid in 
all the household cares of her mother, the tender nurse 
of a delicate infant sister, the skilful artificer of her own 
always elegant wardrobe, ever at leisure, and ever pre- 
pared to receive with the sweetest cheerfulness her 
numerous acquaintance, the most animated in conversa- 
tion, the most indefatigable in occupation, it was impos* 
sible to know her, and study her character, without 
feeling that auch women were “the glory of all lands,” 
and, could the race be multiplied, would speedily become 
the reformers of all the grossness and ignorance that now' 
degrade her own. Is it to be imagined, that if fifty 
modifications of this charming young woman were to be 
met at a party, the men would dare to enter it reeking 
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with whiskey, their lips blackened with tobacco, and 
convinced, tft) the very centre of their hearts and souls, 
that women were made for no other purpose than to 
fabricate sweetmeats and gingerbread, construct shirts, 
darn stockings, and become mothers o*f possible presi- 
dents ? Assuredly not. Should the women of America 
ever discover what their power might ke, and compare 
it with what it is, much improvement might be hoped 
for. Wlnle, at Philadelphia, among the handsomest, the 
wealthiest, and the most distinguished of the land, their 
comparative influence in society, with that possessed m 
Europe by females holding the same station, occurred 
forcibly to my mind. 

Let me be permitted to describe the day of a Phila- 
delphian lady of the first class, and the inference J would 
draw from it will be better understood. 

It may be said that the most important feature in a 
woman’s history is her maternity. It is so ; but the 
object of the present observation is the social, and not 
the domestic influence of’ woman. 

This lady shall be the wife of a senator and a lawyer 
in the highest repute and practice. She has a very 
handsome house, with white marble steps and door-posts, 
and a delicate silver knocker and door-handle; she has 
very handsome drawing rooms (very handsomely fur- 
nished, there is a sideboard in one of them, but it is very 
handsome, and has very handsome decanters and cut 
glass water-jugs upon it); she has a very handsome car- 
riage, and a very handsome free black coachman ; she is 
always very handsomely dressed ; and, moreover, she is 
very handsome herself. 

She rises, and her first hour is spent in the scrupu- 
lously nice arrangement of her dress ; she descends to 
her parlour neat, stiff, and silent; her breakfast is brought 
in by her free black footman ; she eats her«fried ham and 
her salt fish, and drinks her coffee in silence, while her 
husband reads one newspaper, and puts another under 
his elbow'; and then, perhaps, she washes the cups and 
saucers. Her carriage is ordered at eleven ; till that 
hour sly? is employed in the pastry-room, her snow-white 
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apron protecting her mouse-coloured silk. Twenty 
minutes before her carriage should appear she retires to 
her chamber, as she calls it, shakes, and folds up her still 
snow-white apron, smooths her rich dress, and with nice 
care, sets on h?r elegant bonnet, and all her handsome cl 
ccrlera; then ^alks down stairs, just at the moment that 
her tree black* coachman announces to her free black 
footman that the carriage waits. She steps into it, and 
gives the word, “ Drive to the Dorcas society.” Her 
footman stays at home to clean the knives, but her coach- 
man can trust his horses while he opens the carriage 
door, and his lady not being accustomed to a hand or an 
arm, gets out very safely without, though one of her own 
is occupied by a work-basket, and the other by a large 
roll of all those indescribable matters which ladies take 
as offerings to Doicas societies. She enters the parlour 
appropriated for the meeting, and finds seven other la- 
dies, very like herself, and takes her place among them; 
she presents her conti ibution, which is accepted with a 
gentle circular smile, and her parings of broad cloth, her 
ends of ribbon, her gilt paper, and her minikin pins, are 
added to the parings of broad cloth, the ends of’ ribbon, 
the gilt paper, and the minikin pins with which the table 
is already covered; she also produces from her basket 
three ready-made pincushions, four ink-wipers, seven 
paper matches, and a paste-board watch-case; these are 
welcomed with acclamations, and the youngest lady 
present deposits them carefully on shelves, amid a pro- 
digious quantity of similar articles. She then produces 
her thimble, and asks for work; it is presented to her, 
and the eight ladies all stitch together for some hours., 
Their talk is of priests and of missions ; of the profits of 
their last sale, of their hopes from the next ; of the 
doubt whether young Mr. This, or young Mr. That should 
receive the, fruits of it to fit him out for Liberia; of the 
very ugly bonnet seen at church on Sabbath morning, of 
the very handsome preacher who performed on Sabbath 
afternoon, and of the very large collection made on Sab- 
bath evening. Tin's lasts till three, when the carnage 
again appears* and the lady and her basket return home; 
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she mounts to her chamber, carefully sets aside her 
bonnet and its appurtenances, puts on her scolloped 
black silk apron, walks into the kitchen to see that all is 
right, then into the parlour, where, having cast a careful 
glance over the table prepared for dinner she sits down, 
work m hand, to await her spouse. Ik\ comes, shakes 
hands with her, spits, and dines. The conversation is 
not much, and ten minutes suffices for the dinner ; fruit 
and toddj', the newspaper and the work-bag succeed. 
In the evening the gentleman, being a savant, goes to 
the Wister society, and afterwards plays a snug rubber 
at a neighbour’s. The lady receives at tea a young mis- 
sionary and three members of the Dorcas society. — And 
so ends her day. 

For some reason or other, which English people are 
not very likely to understand, a great number of young 
married persons board by the year, instead of “ going to 
housekeeping,” as they call having an establishment of 
their own. Of course this statement does not include per- 
sons of large fortune, but it does include very many 
whose rank in society w r ould make such a mode of life 
quite impossible with us. 1 can hardly imagine a con- 
trivance more effectual for ensuring the insignificance of a 
woman, than marrying her at seventeen and placing her 
in a boarding-house. Nor can I easily imagine a life of 
more uniform dulness for the lady herself; but this cer- 
tainly is a matter of taste. I have heard many ladies 
declare, that it is “ just quite the perfection of comfort to 
have nothing to fix for oneself” Yet despite these as- 
surances, I always experienced a feeling which hovered 
between pity and contempt, when I contemplated their 
mode of existence. 

How would a newly-married Englishwoman endure 
it, her head and her heart full of the one dear scheme — 

“ Well-ordered home, his dear delight to malfe ? ” 

She must rise exactly in time to reach the boarding- 
table at the hour appointed for breakfast, or she will get 
a stiff bow from the lady president, cold coffee, and no 
egg. I have been sometimes greatly amused upon these 
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occasions by watching a little scene in which the bye- 
play had much more meaning than the* words uttered. 
The fasting, but tardy lady, looks round the table, and 
having ascertained that there was no egg left, says dis- 
tinctly, “ I will take an egg, if you please.” But as this 
is addressed fco no one in particular, no one in particular 
anwers it, unless it happen that her husband is at table 
before her, and then he says, “ There are no eggs, my 
dear.” Whereupon the lady president evidently cannot 
hear, and the greedy culprit who lias swallowed two eggs 
(for there are always as many eggs as noses) looks pretty 
considerably afraid of being found out. The breakfast 
proceeds in sombre silence, save that sometimes a parrot, 
and sometimes a canary bird, ventures to utter a timid 
note. When it is finished, the gentlemen hurry to their 
occupations, and the quiet ladies mount the stairs, some 
to the first, some to the second, and some to the third 
stories, in an inverse proportion to tire number of dollars 
paid, and ensconce themselves in their respective cham- 
bers. As to what they do there it is not very easy to say ; 
but I believe they clear-starch a little, and iron a little, 
and sit in a rocking-chair, and sew a great deal. I always 
observed that the ladies who boarded, wore more elabo- 
rately worked collars and petticoats than any one else. 
The plough is hardly a more blessed instrument in America 
than the needle. How could they live without it ? But 
time and the needle wear through the longest morning, 
and happily the American morning is not very long, 
even though they breakfast at eight. 

It is generally about two o’clock that the boarding 
gentlemen meet the boarding ladies at dinner. Little 
is spoken, except a whisper between the married pairs. 
Sometimes a sulky bottle of wine flanks the plate of one 
or two individuals, but it adds nothing to the mirth of the 
meeting, apd seldom more than one glass to the good 
cheer of the owners. It is not then, and it is not there, 
that the gentlemen of the Union drink. Soon, very soon, 
the silent meal is done, and then, if you mount the stairs 
after them, you will find from the doors of the more 
affectionate and indulgent wives, a smell of cigars steam 
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forth, which plainly indicates the felicity of the couple 
within. If the •gentleman be a very polite husband, 
he will, as soon as he has done smoking and drink- 
ing his toddy, offer his arm to his wife, as far as the cor- 
ner of the street w here his store, or his office is situated, 
and there he will leave her to turn which way she likes. 
As this is the hour for being full dressed, &f course she 
turns the way she can be most seen. Perhaps slit 1 pays a 
few^ visits ; perhaps she goes to chapel ; or, perhaps she 
enters some store where her husband deals, and ventures 
to order a few notions; and then she goes home again — 
no, not home — I will not give that name to a hoarding- 
house, but she re-enters the cold heartless atmospheie in 
winch she dwells, where hospitality can never enter, and 
where interest takes the management instead of affection. 
At tea they all meet again, and a little trickciy i* per- 
ceptible to a nice observer in the manner of pai taking 
the pound cake, &c. After this, those who are happy 
enough to have engagements, hasten to keep them ; those 
who have not, either mount again to the solitude of their 
chamber, or, what appeared to me much worse, remain in 
the common sitting room, m a society cemented by no 
tie, endeared by no connexion, which choice did not 
bring together, and which the slightest motive would 
break asunder. I remarked that the gentlemen were 
generally obliged to go out every evening on business, 
and, I confess, the arrangement did not surprise me. 

It is not thus that die women can obtain that influence 
in society which is allowed to them in Europe, and to 
which both sages and men of the world have agreed is 
ascribing such salutary effects. It is in vain that “ col- 
legiate institutes ” are formed for young ladies, or that 
“ academic degrees are conferred upon them. It is 
after marriage, and when these young attempts upon all 
the sciences are forgotten, that the lamentable insig- 
nificance of the American woman appears ; and till this be 
remedied, I venture to prophesy that the tone of their 
drawing-rooms will not improve. 

Whilst I was at Philadelphia a great deal of attention 
was excite^ by the situation of two criminals, who had 
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been convicted of robbing the Baltimore mail, and were 
lying under sentence of death. The rarf occurrence of 
capital punishment in America makes it always an event 
of great interest ; and the approaching execution was 
repeatedly tilt? subject of conversation at the boaidmg- 
table. One day a gentleman told us he had that morn- 
ing been assured that one of the criminals had de- 
clared to the visiting clergyman that he was certain of 
being reprieved, and that nothing the clergyman could 
say to the contrary made any impression upon him. Day 
after day this same story was repeated, and commented 
upon at table, and it appeared that the report had been 
heaid in so many quarters, that not only was the state- 
ment received a< true, but it began to be conjectured 
that the criminal had some ground for his hope. J learnt 
from these daily conversations that one of the prisoners 
w as an American, and the other an Irishman, and it as the 
former who was so strongly persuaded that he should not 
be hanged. Several of the gentlemen at table, in can- 
vassing the subject, declared, that if the one were banged 
and the other spared, this hanging would be a murder, 
and not a legal execution. In discussing this point, it 
\yas stated that very nearly all the white men who had 
suffered death since the declaration of Independence had 
been Irishmen. What truth there maybe in this general 
statement I have no means of ascertaining ; all 1 know is, 
that I beard it made. On this occasion, however, the 
Irishman was banged, and the American w as not. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 


RETURN TO STONINGTON. THU N DFR-STORM. EMIGRANTS. ILLNESS. 

A 


ALEXANDRIA. 


A fortnight passed rapidly away in this great city, 
and, d-ouhtiess, there was still much left unseen when we 
quitted it, according to previous arrangement, to return 
to our friends in Maryland. We came back by a differ- 
ent route, going by land from Newcastle to French 
Town, instead of passing by the canal. We reached 
Baltimore in the middle of the night, but finished our 
repose on board the steam-boat, and started for Wash- 
ington at five o’clock the next morning. 

Our short abode amid the heat and closeness of a city 
made us enjoy more than ever the beautiful scenery 
around Stonington. The autumn, which soon advanced 
upon us, again clothed the woods in colours too varied 
and gaudy to be conceived by those who have never 
quitted Europe ; and the stately maize, waiving its flow- 
ing tassels, as the long drooping blossoms are called, 
made every field look like a little forest. A rainy spring 
had been followed by a summer of unusual heat ; and 
towards the autumn frequent thunder storms of terrific 
violence cleared the air, but at the same time frightened 
us almost out of our wits. On one occasion I was 
exposed, with my children, to the full fury of one of 
these awful visitations. We suffered considerable terror 
during this storm, but when we were all again safe, and 
comfortably sheltered, we rejoiced that the accident had 
occurred, as it gave us the best possible opportunity of 
witnessing, in all its glory, a transatlantic thunder-storm. 
It was, however, great imprudence that exposed us to it, 
for we quitted the house, and mounted a hill at a consi- 
derable distance from it, for the express purpose of 
watching to advantage the extraordinary aspect of the 
clouds. W*hen we reached the top of the hill half the 
heavens appeared hung with a heavy curtain ; a sort of 
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deep blue black seemed to colour the very air ; the 
buzzards screamed, as with heavy wing fhey sought the 
earth. We ought, in common prudence, to have imme- 
diately retreated to the house, but the scene was too 
beautiful to*be left. For several minutes after we 
reached our®station, the air appeared perfectly without 
movement, no flash broke through the seven-fold cloud, 
but a flickering light was visible, darting to and fro 
behind it. By degrees the thunder rolled onward, 
nearer and nearer, till the inky cloud burst asunder, and 
cataracts of light came pouring from behind it. From that 
moment there was no interval, no pause, the lightning 
did not flash, there were no claps of thunder, but the 
heavens blazed and bellowed above and round us, till 
stupor took the place of terror, and we stood utterly 
confounded. But we were speedily aroused, for sud- 
denly, as if from beneath our feet, a gust arose which 
threatened to mix all the elements in one. Torrents of 
water seemed to bruise the earth by their violence ; 
eddies of thick dust rose up to meet them ; the fierce 
fires of heaven only blazed the brighter for the falling 
flood; w T hile the blast almost out roared the thunder. 
But the wind was left at last the lord of all, for after 
striking with wild force, now here, now there, and bring- 
ing worlds of clouds together in most hostile contact, it 
finished by clearing the wide heavens of all but a few 
soft straggling masses, whence sprung a glorious rain- 
bow, and then retired, leaving the earth to raise her 
half crushed forests; and we, poor pigmies, to call back 
our frighted senses, and recover breath as we might. 

During this gust, it would have been impossible for us 
to have kept our feet ; we crouched down under the 
shelter of a heap of stones, and, as we informed each 
other, looked most dismally pale. 

Many frees were brought to the earth before our 
eyes ; some torn up by the roots, and some mighty 
stems snapt off' several feet from the ground. If the 
West Indian hurricanes exceed this, they must be 
terrible indeed. 

The situation of Mrs. S****’s house was considered as 
remarkably healthy, and I believe justly so, for on more 
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than one occasion, persons who were suffering from 
fever and ague* at the distance of a mile or two, were 
perfectly restored by passing a week or fortnight at 
Stonington ; hut the neighbourhood of it, particularly 
on the side bordering the Potomac, was muth otherwise, 
and the mortality among the labourers on the canal was 
frightful. 

I have elsewhere stated my doubts if the labouring 
poor of our country mend their condition by emigrating 
to the United States, but it was not till the opportunity 
which a vicinity to the Chesapeake and Ohio canal gave 
me, of knowing what their situation was after making 
the change, that I became fully aware how little it was 
to be desired for them. 

Of the white labourers on this canal, the great majo- 
rity are Irishmen; their wages aie from ten to fifteen 
dollars a month, with a miserable lodging, and a large 
allowance of whiskey. It is by means of this hateful 
poison that they are tempted, and indeed enabled for a 
time, to stand the broiling heat of the sun in a most 
noxious climate: for through such, close to the roman- 
tic but unwholesome Potomac, the line of the canal has 
hitherto run. The situation of these poor strangers, 
when they sink at last m “ ihe feva ," which sooner or later 
is sure to overtake them, is dreadful. There is a strong 
feeling against the Irish in every part of the Union, but 
they will do twice as much work as a negro, and there- 
fore they arc employed. When they fall sick, they may 
and must look with envy on the slaves around them ; for 
they are cared for ; they are watched and physicked, as 
a valuable horse is watched and physicked: not so the 
Irishman, lie is literally thrown on one side, and a new 
comer takes his place. Details of their sufferings, and 
unheeded death, too painful to dwell upon, often reached 
us ; on one occasion, a farmer calling at the house, 
told the family that a poor man, apparently in a dying 
condition, was lying beside a little brook at the distance 
of a quarter of a mile. The spot was immediately visit- 
ed by some of the family, and there in truth lay a poor 
creature, wl^o was already past the power of speaking ; 
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he was conveyed to the house, and expired during the night. 
By inquiring at the canal, it was found jhat he was an 
Irish labourer, who having fallen sick, and spent his last 
cent, had left the stifling shanty where he lay, m the 
desperate attempt of finding his way to Washington, 
with what hope I know not. lie did not appear above 
twenty, and I looked on his pale young face, which 
even m death express'd suffering, I thought that per- 
ha] >s he had left a mother and a home to seek wealth in 
America. I saw him buried under a group of locust 
trees, his very name unknown to those who laid linn 
there, but the attendance of I he whole family at the 
grave gave a soit, of decency to his funeral which 
rarely, in that country, honours the poor relics of Bri- 
tish dust ; but no clergyman attended, no prayer wais 
said, no bell was tolled; these, indeed, are ceremonies 
mil bought of, and in fact unatt unable without much ex- 
pense, at such a distance from a town; had the poor 
youth been an American, be would have been laid in 
the earth m the same uncoi emomous manner. But had 
this poor Irish lad fallen sick in equal poverty and des- 
titution among Ins own people, he would have found a 
blanket to wrap Ins shivering limbs, and a kindred hand 
to close bis eyes. 

T he poor of Great Britain, whom distress, or a spirit 
of enterprise tempt to try another land, ought, for many 
reasons, to repair to Canada* ; there they would meet co- 
operation and sympathy, instead of malice, hatred, and 
all uncharitableness. 

J frequently heard vehement complaints, and constantly 
met the same in the newspapers, of a practice stated to 
he very generally adopted m Britain, of sending out car- 
goes of paiish paupers to the United States. A Balti- 
more paper heads some such remarks with the words 

“ INFAMOUS CONDUCT !” 

and then tells us of a cargo of aged paupers just arrived 
from England, adding, “John Bull has squeezed the 

* On this point also a considerable change his taken place. The 
advantages of emigration to Canada have become veiy doubtful. 



236 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


orange, and now insolently casts the skin in our faces.” 
Such being th(^ feeling, it will be readily believed that 
these unfortunates are not likely to meet much kindness 
or sympathy in sickness, or in suffering of any kind. If 
the American statements be correct, and % that different 
parishes are induced, from an excessive population, to 
pay the voyage and out-fit of some of # their paupers 
across the Atlantic, why not send them to Canada ? 

It is certain, however, that all the inquiries I could make 
failed to substantiate these American statements. All 
I could ascertain was, that many English and Irish poor 
arrived yearly in the United States, with no other re- 
sources than what their labour furnished. This, though 
very different from the newspaper stories, is quite enough 
to direct attention to the subject. It is generally ac- 
knowledged that the suffering among our labouring 
classes arises from the excess of our population ; and it 
is impossible to see such a country as Canada, its extent, 
its fertility, its fine climate, and know that it is British 
ground, without feeling equal sorrow' and astonishment 
that it is not made the means of relief. How earnestly 
it is to be wished that some part of that excellent feel- 
ing which is for ever at work in England to help the 
distressed, could be directed systematically to the ob- 
ject of emigration to the Canadas. Large sums are 
annually raised for charitable] purposes by weekly 
subscriptions of one penny ; were only a part of the 
money so obtained to be devoted to this object, hundreds 
of families might yearly be sent to people our own 
land. The religious feeling which so naturally mixes 
with every charitable purpose, would there find the best 
field for its exertions. Where could a missionary, whe- 
ther Protestant or Catholic, find a holier mission than 
that which sent him to comfort and instruct his country- 
men in the wilderness? or where could he reap a higher 
reward in this world, than seeing that wilderness growing 
into fertile fields under the hands of his flock ? 

##*#### 

I never saw so many autumn flowers as grow in the 
woods and sheep-walks of Maryland ; a second spring 
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seemed to clothe the fields ; but with grief and shame I 
confess, that of these precious blossoms I scarcely knew a 
single name. I think the Michaelmas dai?y, in wonder- 
ful variety of form and colour, and the prickly pear were 
almost my only acquaintance: let no one visit America 
without havingAirst studied botany ; it is an amusement, 
as a clever friend of mine once told me, that helps one 
wonderfully up and down lull, and must be superlatively 
valuable in America, both from the plentiful lack of 
other amusements, and the plentiful material for enjoy- 
ment in this; besides if one is dying to know the name 
of any of these lovely strangers, it is a thousand to one 
against his finding any one who can tell it. 

The prettiest eclipse of the moon J ever saw was that 
of September of this year (1830). We had been pass- 
ing some hours amid the solemn scenery of the Potomac 
falls, and just as we were preparing to quit it, the full 
moon arose above the black pines, with half our shadow 
thrown across her. The effect of her rising thus eclipsed 
was more strange, more striking by far, than watching the 
giadual obscuration ; and as I turned to look at the 
black chasm behind me, and saw the deadly alder, and 
the poison-vine waving darkly on the rocks around, 
I thought the scene wanted nothing but the figure of a 
palsied crone, plucking the fatal branches to concoct 
some charm of mischief. 

Whether some such maga dogged my steps, I know 
not, but many hours had not elapsed ere I again felt the 
noxious influence of an American autumn. This fever, 
“ built in tlP elipse,” speedily brought me very low, 
and though it lasted not so long as that of the preced- 
ing year, I felt persuaded I should never recover from 
it. Though my forebodings were not verified by the 
event, it was declared that change of air w r as necessary, 
and it was # arranged for me (for I was perfectly incapable 
of settling any thing for myself), that I should ’go to 
Alexandria, a pretty town at the distance of about fif- 
teen miles, which had the reputation of possessing a skil- 
ful physician. 

It was not without regret that we quitted our friends 
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at Stonington ;but the prescription proved in a great de- 
gree efficacious ; a few weeks’ residence in Alexandria 
restored my strength sufficiently to enable me to walk to 
a beautiful little grassy terrace, pcifeetly out of the town, 
but very near it, from whence v\e could watch the various 
craft that peopled the Potomac between Alexandria and 
Washington. But though gradually regaining strength, 
I was still far from well ; all plans for winter gaiety were 
abandoned, and finding ourselves very well accom- 
modated, we decided upon passing the winter where we 
were. It proved unusually severe; the Potomac was so 
completely frozen as to permit considerable traffic to be 
carried on by carts, crossing on the ice from Maryland. 
This had not occurred before for thirty years. The dis- 
tance was a mile and a quarter, and we ventured to brave 
the cold, and walk across the bright and slippery mirror, 
to make a visit on the opposite shore, the fatigue of 
keeping our feet was by no means inconsiderable, but we 
were rewarded by seeing as noble a winter landscape 
around us as the eye could look upon. 

When at length the frost gave way, the melting snow 
produced freshes so violent as to carry away the long 
bridge at Washington ; large fragments of it, with the 
railing still erect, came floating down amidst vast blocks 
of ice, during many successive days, and it was curious 
to see the intrepidity with which the young sailors of 
Alexandria perilled their lives to make spoil of the timber. 

The solar eclipse on the 12th of February, 1831, was 
nearer total than any I ever saw, or ever shall see. It 
was completely annular at Alexandria, and the bright 
ring which surrounded the moon’s shadow, though 
only 81 0 in breadth, gave light sufficient to read the 
smallest print; the darkness was considerably lessened 
by the snow, which, as the day was perfectly unclouded, 
reflected brightly all the light that was left u$. 

Notwithstanding the extreme cold, we passed the 
whole time in the open air, on a rising ground near the 
river ; in this position many beautiful effects were per- 
ceptible ; the rapid approach and change of shadows, the 
dusky hue of the broad Potomac, that seemed to drink 
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in the feeble light, which its snow-coloured banks gave 
back to the air, the gradual change of ever^ object from 
the colouring of bright sunshine to one sad universal 
tint of dingy purple, the melancholy lowing of the 
cattle, and the short, but remarkable suspension of all 
labour, gave something of mystery and awe to the scene 
that we shall lon^ remember. 

During the following months, 1 occupied myself partly 
in revising my notes, and arranging these pages ; and 
partly in making myself acquainted, as much as possible, 
with the literature of the country. 

\Mule reading and transcribing my notes, I underwent 
a strict self-examination. I passed in review all I had 
seen, all I had felt, and scrupulously challenged every ex- 
pression of disapprobation ; the result w as, that l omitted 
in transcription much that I had written, as containing un- 
necessary details of th.ngs which had displeased me; yet 
as I did so, 1 felt strongly that there was no exaggera- 
tion m them ; but such details, though true, might be 
ill-natured, and I retained no more than were necessary 
to convey the geneial impiessions I received. While 
thus reviewing my notes, 1 discovered that many points, 
which all scribbling travellers are expected to notice, 
had been omitted ; but a few pages of miscellaneous ob- 
servations will, I think, supply all that can be expected 
from so idle a pen. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 


AMERICAN COOKING. EVENING PARTIES. DRESS. SLHGII1NC. 

MONEY-GETTING JIAJUTS. TAX-GATHFRER’s NOTICE. INDIAN SUM- 
MER. ANECDOTE OF THE DUKE OF SAX E-WEIMAR. 

In relating all 1 know of America, I surely must not 
omit so important a feature as the cooking. There are 
sundry anomalies in the mode of serving even a first- 
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rate table ; but as these are altogether matters of custom, 
they by no ijieans indicate either indifference or neglect 
in this important business ; and whether castors are placed 
on the table, or on the side-board ; whether soup, fish, 
patties, and salad, be eaten in orthodox prder or not, sig- 
nifies but little. I am hardly capable, t fear, of givinga 
very erudite critique on the subject ; .general observa- 
tions, therefore, must suffice. The ordinary mode of 
living is abundant, but not delicate. They consume an 
extraordinary quantity of bacon. Ham and beef steaks 
appear morning, noon, and night. In eating, they mix 
things together with the strangest incongruity imaginable. 
I have seen eggs and oysters eaten together; the sem- 
piternal ham with apple-sauce ; beef-steak with stewed 
peaches ; and salt fish with onions. The bread is every 
where excellent, but they rarely enjoy it themselves, as 
they insist upon eating horrible half-baked hot rolls both 
morning and evening. The butter is tolerable, but they 
have seldom such cream as every little dairy produces in 
England ; in fact, the cows are very roughly kept, com- 
pared with ours. Common vegetables are abundant and 
very fine. I never saw sea-calc or cauliflowers, and either 
from the want of summer rain, or the want of care, the 
harvest of green vegetables is much sooner over than with 
us. They eat the Indian corn in a great variety of forms ; 
sometimes it is dressed green, and eaten like peas ; 
sometimes it is broken to pieces when dry, boiled plain, 
and brought to table like rice; this dish is called hominy. 
The flour of Indian corn is made into at’ least a dozen 
different sorts of cakes; but in my opinion all bad. This 
flour mixed in the proportion of one third with fine wheat, 
makes by far the best bread I ever tasted. 

I never saw turbot, salmon, or fresh cod ; but the rock 
and shad are excellent. There is a great want of skill 
in the composition of sauces; not only with fish, but with 
every thing. They use very few made dishes, and I 
never saw any that would be approved by our sa- 
vants. They have an excellent wild duck, called the 
Canvass Back, which, if delicately served, would surpass 
the black cock ; but the game is very inferior to ours ; 
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they have no hares, and I never saw a pheasant. They 
seldom indulge in second courses, with all their ingenious 
temptations to the eating a second dinner* but almost 
every tabh* lias its dessert (invariably pronounced desart), 
which is placed on the table before the cloth is removed, 
and consists of pfcstry, pi eserved fruits, and creams. They 
are “ extravagantly fond,” to use their own phrase, of 
puddings, pies, 3nd all kinds of “sweets,” particularly the 
ladies ; but are by no means such connoisseurs in soups 
and ragouts as the gastronomes of Europe. Almost 
everyone drinks water at table ; and by a strange contra- 
dicts i, m the country where hard drinking is more pre- 
valent than in any other, there is less wine taken at din- 
ner ; ladies rarely exceed one glass, and the great 
majority of females never take any. In fact, the hard 
drinking, so universally acknowledged, does not take 
place at jovial dinners, but, to speak plain English, in 
solitary dram-drinking. Coffee is not served immediately 
after dinner, but makes part of the serious matter of tea- 
drinking, which comes some hours later. Mixed dinner 
parties of ladies and gentlemen are very rare, and unless 
several foreigners are present, but little conversation 
passes at table. It certainly does not, in my opinion, add 
to the well ordering a dinner table, to set the gentlemen 
at one end of it, and the ladies at the other ; but it is very 
rarely that you find it otherwise. 

Thts large evening parties are supremely dull ; the 
men sometimes play cards by themselves, but if a lady 
plays, it must not be for money ; no ecarte, no chess ; 
very little music, and that little lamentably bad. Among 
the blacks I heard some good voices, singing in tune ; 
but I scarcely ever heard a white American, male or fe- 
male, go through an air without being out of tune before 
the end of it ; nor did I ever meet any trace of science 
in the singing I heard in society. To eat inconceivable 
quantities di' cake, ice, and pickled oysters — and to show 
half their revenue in silks and satins, seem to be the 
chief object they have in these parties. 

The most agreeable meetings, I was assured by all the 
young people, were those to which no married women 

R 



242 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


are admitted ; of the truth of this statement I have not 
the least doubt. These exclusive meetings occur fre- 
quently, and s often last to a late hour; on these occa- 
sions, I believe, they generally dance. At regular balls 
married ladies are admitted, but seldom take much part 
in the amusement. The refreshments arc always profuse 
and costly, but taken in a most uncomfortable manner. 
I have known many private balls, where "every thing was 
on the most liberal scale of expense, where the gentle- 
men sat down to supper in one room, while the ladies 
took theirs, standing, in another. 

What we call pic-nics are very rare, and when at- 
tempted, do not often succeed well. The two sexes can 
hardly mix for the greater part of a day without great 
restraint and ennui; it is quite contrary to their general 
habits ; the favourite indulgences of the gentlemen 
(smoking cigars and drinking spirits) can neither be in- 
dulged in with decency, nor resigned with complacency. 

The ladies have strange ways of adding to their 
charms. They powder themselves immoderately, face, 
neck, and arms, with pulverised starch ; the effect is in- 
describably disagreeable by day-light, and not very 
favourable at any time. They are also most unhappily 
partial to false hair, which they wear in surprising quan- 
tities; this is the more to be lamented, as they generally 
have very fine hair of their own. I suspect this fashion to 
arise from an indolent mode of making their toilet, and 
from accomplished ladies’ maids not being very abundant ; 
it is less trouble to append a bunch of waving curls here, 
there, and every where, than to keep their native tresses 
in perfect order. 

Though the expense of the ladies’ dress greatly ex- 
ceeds, in proportion to their general style of living, that 
*>f the ladies of Europe, it is very far (excepting in Phila- 
delphia) from being in good taste. They do not consult 
the seasons in the colours or in the style of their cos- 
tume; I have often shivered at seeing a young beauty 
picking her way through the snow with a pale rose- 
coloured bonnet, set on the very top of her head ; I 
knew one young lady whose pretty little ear was actually 
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frost-bitten from being thus exposed. They never wear 
muffs or boots, and appear extremely shocked at the 
sight of comfortable walking shoes and cotton stockings, 
even when they have to step to their sleighs over ice and 
snow. They walk in the middle of winter with their 
poor little toes pinched into a miniature slipper, incapa- 
ble of excluding as much moisture as might bedew a 
primrose. I must say in their excuse, however, that they 
have, almost universally, extremely pretty feet. They 
do not walk well, nor, in fact, do they ever appear to 
advantage when in movement. I know not why this 
should be, for they have abundance of Trench dancing- 
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masters among them, but somehow or other it is the fact. 

I fancied I could often trace a mixture of affectation and 
of shyness in their little mincing unsteady step, and the 
ever-changing position of the hands. They do not dance 
well : perhaps I should rather say they do not look well 
when dancing; lovely as their faces are,rthev cannot, in 
a position that exhibits the whole person, atone for the 
want of tournure , and for the universal defect in the 
formation of the bust, which is rarely full or gracefully 
formed. 

I never saw an American man walk or stand well ; 
notwithstanding their frequent militia drillings, they are 
nearly all hollow chested and round shouldered : per- 
haps this is occasioned by no officer daring to say to a 
brother free-born “hold up your head whatever the 
cause, the effect is very remarkable to a stranger. In 
stature, and in physiognomy, a great majority of the po- 
pulation, both male and female, are strikingly handsome, 
but they know not how to do their own honours ; half as 
much comeliness elsewhere would produce ten times as 
much effect. 

Nothing can exceed their activity and perseverance in 
all kinds of speculation, handicraft, and enterprise, 
which promises a profitable pecuniary result. I heard 
an Englishman, who had been long resident in America, 
declare that in following, in meeting, or in overtaking, in 
the street, on the road, or in the field, at the theatre, the 
coffee-house, or at home, he had never overheard Ame- 
ricans conversing without the word dollar being pro- 
nounced between them. Such unity of purpose, such 
sympathy of feeling, can, I believe, be found nowhere 
else, except, perhaps, in an ants’ nest. The result is 
exactly what might be anticipated. This sordid object, 
for ever before their eyes, must inevitably produce a 
sordid tone of mind, and, worse still, it produces a seared 
and blunted conscience on all questions of probity. I 
know not a more striking evidence of the low tone of 
morality which is generated by this universal pursuit of 
money, than the manner in which the New England 
States are described by Americans. All agree in saying 
that they present a spectacle of industry and prosperity 
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delightful to behold, and this is the district and the po- 
pulation most constantly quoted as the finest specimen 
of their admirable country ; yet I never met a single 
individual in any part of the Union who did not paint 
these New Englanders as sly, grinding, selfish, and 
tricking. The* Yankees (as the New Englanders arc 
called) will avmv these qualities themselves with a com- 
placent smile, and boast that no people on the earth can 
match them at overreaching in a bargain.* I have heard 
them unblushingly relate stories of their cronies and 
friends, which, if believed among us, would banish the 
heroes from the fellowship of honest men for ever; and 
all this is uttered with a simplicity which sometimes led 
me to doubt if the speakers knew what honour and honesty 
meant. Yet the Americans declare that “they are the most 
moral people upon earth.” Again and again I have heard 
this asserted, not only m conversation, and by their w ritings, 
but even from the pulpit. Such broad assumption of supe- 
rior virtue demands examination, and after four years of 
attentive and earnest observation and mquiiy, my honest 
conviction is, that the standard of moral character in the 
United States is very greatly low r er than in Europe. Of 
their religion, as it appears outwardly, I have had occa- 
sion to speak frequently; I pretend not to judge the 
heart, but, without any uncharitable presumption, 1 must 
take permission to say, that both Protestant England and 
Catholic France ) show’ an infinitely superior religious and 
moral aspect to mortal observation, both as to reverend 
decency of external observance, and as to the inward 
fruit of honest dealing between man and man. 

In other respects I think no one will be disappointed 
who visits the country, expecting to find no more than 
common sense might teach him to look for, namely^, $ 

* Vide th? exquisite personifications of u Sam Slick, the watch- 
maker.” His “soft s>oder,” and his “human nater ” furnish an 
abstract and brief chronicle of the -whole race. 

As well as both Catholic and Protestant Germany. 

It is perhaps impossible (the absolutely savage life being put out 
h die question) for human nature to appear under aspects more 
strongly contrasted than the traveller may see it in the # Umted States 
and in Austria. 
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vast continent, by far the greater part of which is still in 
the state in which nature left it, and a busy, bustling, in- 
dustrious population, hacking and hewing their way 
through it. What greatly increases the interest of this 
spectacle, is the wonderful facility for internal commerce, 
furnished by the rivers, lakes, and canals, which thread 
the country in every direction, producing a rapidity of 
progress in all commercial and agricultural speculation 
altogether unequalled. This remarkable feature is per- 
ceptible in every part of the Union into which the fast 
spreading population has hitherto found its way, and 
forms, I think, the most remarkable and interesting pe- 
culiarity of the country, i hardly remember a single 
town where vessels of some description or other may not 
constantly be seen in full activity. 

Their carriages of every kind are very unlike ours ; 
those belonging to private individuals seem all con- 
structed with a view to summer use, for which they are 
extremely well calculated, but they are by no means 
comfortable in winter. The waggons and carts are built 
with great strength, which is indeed necessary, from the 
roads they often have to encounter. The stage-coaches 


All that is useful and desirable in the one, is exactly what is found 
wanting in the other ; while nothing that is objectionable in either can 
find a parallel in its moral and political antipodes. 

The bustling, struggling, crafty, enterprising, industrious, swag- 
gering, drinking, boasting, money-getting Yankee, who cares not 
who was his grandfather, and meditates on nothing, past, present, or to 
come, but bis dollars, his produce, and his slaves, is as unlike the 
longsome, speculative, frank, contented, sober, tranquil, yet gay- 
spirited Austrian, who glories in the glories of his race, and who sings 
and dances through to-day, without disturbing himself about the 
morrow, as the square blocks of brick and mortar which constitute 
a transatlantic city, are to the venerable, fantastic, beautiful remains 
of a dozen centuries, scattered up and down the time-honoured region 
of Germany. 

A contrast as striking might be found, too, in the comparative value 
and reprobation accorded to each, by those who examine and pass 
judgment on them ; and so violent would the discrepancy of opinion 
be found, that an unprejudiced listener to both might be apt to doubt 
the value of human judgment on any subject. 
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are heavier and much less comfortable than those of 
France; to those of England they can bear no compari- 
son. I never saw any harness that I could call hand- 
some, nor an^j equipage which, as to horses, carriage, 
harness, and servants, could be considered as complete. 
The sleighs ar£ delightful, and constructed at so little 
expense that 1 wonder we have not all got them in Eng- 
land, lying by, in waiting for the snow, which often re- 
mains with us long enough to permit their use. Sleigh- 
ing is much more generally enjoyed by night than by 
day, for what reason I could never discover, unless it be, 
that no gentlemen are to be found disengaged from 
business in the mornings. Nothing, certainly, can be 
more agreeable than the gliding smoothly and rapidly 
along, deep sunk in soft furs, the moon shining with al- 
most mid-day splendour, the air of crystal brightness, 
and the snow sparkling on every side, as if it were 
sprinkled with diamonds. And then the noiseless move- 
ment of the horses, so mysterious and unwonted, and the 
gentle tinkling of the bells you meet and carry, all help 
at once to soothe and excite the spirits : in short, I had 
not the least objection to sleighing by night, I only 
wished to sleigh by day also. 

Almost every resident in the country has a carriage 
they call a carryall, which name I suspect to be a cor- 
ruption of the cariole so often mentioned in the pretty 
Canadian story of Emily Montagu. It is clumsy enough, 
certainly, but extremely convenient, and admirably cal- 
culated, with its thick roof and moveable draperies, for 
every kind of summer excursion. 

Their steam-boats, were the social arrangements some- 
what improved, would be delightful, as a mode of travel- 
ling ; but they are very seldom employed for excursions 
of mere anjusement : nor do I remember seeing pleasure- 
boats, properly so called, at any of the numerous places 
where they might be used with so much safety and en- 
joyment. 

‘ How often did our homely adage recur to me, u All 
"Work, and no play, would make Jack a dull boy Jona- 
than is a very dull boy. We are by no meatis so gay as 
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our lively neighbours on the other side the Channel ; but, 
compared with Americans, we are whirligigs and teto- 
tums ; every day is a holiday, and every night a festival. 

Perhaps if the ladies had quite their own way, a little 
more relaxation would be permitted ; bpt there is one 
remarkable peculiarity in their manners, which precludes 
the possibility of ai^ dangerous outbreaking of the 
kind: few ladies have any command of ready money en- 
trusted to them. I have been a hundred times present 
when bills for a few dollars, perhaps for one, have been 
brought for payment to ladies living in perfectly easy 
circumstances, who have declared themselves without 
money, and referred the claimant to their husbands for 
payment. On every occasion where immediate disburse- 
ment is required it is the same ; even in shopping for 
ready cash, they say, “ Send a bill home with the things, 
and my husband will give you a draft.” 

I think that it was during my stay at Washington, that 
I was informed of a government regulation, which ap- 
peared to me curious; 1 therefore record it here. 

Every Deputy Post-master is required to insert in his 
return the title of every newspaper received at his office 
for distribution. This return is laid before the Secretary 
of State, who, perfectly knowing the political character 
of each newspaper, is thus enabled to feel the pulse of 
every limb of the monster mob. This is a well-imagined 
device for getting a peep at the politics of a cduntry 
where newspapers make part of the daily food; but is it 
quite consistent with their entire freedom ? 1 do not 

believe we have any such tricks to regulate the disposal 
of offices and appointments. 

I believe it was in Indiana that Mr. T. met with 
printed notice relative to the payment of taxes, which 
preserved as a curious sample of the manner in which 
the free citizens are coaxed and reasoned into obeying 
the laws. 


“ LOOK OUT, DELINQUENTS. 

“ Those indebted to me for taxes, fees, notes, and 
accounts, ate specially requested to call and pay the 
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same on or before the 1st day of December, 1828, as no 
longer indulgence will be given. I have csflied time and 
again, by advertisement and otherwise, to little effect ; 
but now the time has come when my situation requires 
immediate payment from all indebted to me. It is im- 
possible for me to pay off the amount of the duplicates 
of taxes and my other debts without recovering the same 
of those from whom it is due. I am at a loss to know 
the reason why those charged with taxes neglect to pay; 
from the negligence of many, it would seem that they 
think the money is mine, or that I have funds to dis- 
charge the taxes due to the State, and that I can wait 
with them until, it suits their convenience to pay. The 
money is not mine; neither have 1 the funds to settle 
amount of the duplicate. My only resort is to collect; 
in doing so l should be sorry to have to resort to the 
authority given me by law for the recovery of the same. 
It should be the first object of every good citizen to pay 
his taxes, for it is in that way government is supported. 
Why are taxes assessed, unless they are collected ? De- 
pend upon it, I shall proceed to collect agreeably to law; 
so govern yourselves accordingly. 

“ JOHN SPENCER, 

“ Nov. 20. 1828. “ Slfff and Collector, D. C. 

“ N. B. On Thursday, the 27th inst. A. St. Clair and 
Geo. H. Dunn, Esqrs., depart for Indianopolis ; I wish as 
Jmany as can pay to do so, to enable me to forward as 
touch as possible, to save the twenty-one per cent, that 
will be charged against me after the 8th of December 
nex “ J. S.” 

The first autumn I passed in America, I was surprised 
to find a great and very oppressive return of heat, accom- 
panied with*a heavy mistiness in the air, long after the 
summer heats were over ; when this state of the atmo- 
sphere comes on, they say “ we have got to the Indian 
pummer.” On desiring to have this phrase explained, I 
Was told that the phenomenon described as the Indian 
summer was occasioned by tlje Indians setting # fire to the 
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woods, which spread heat and smoke to a great distance ; 
but I afterwards met with the following explanation, 
which appears to me much more reasonable. “ The Indian 
summer is so called because, at the particular period of 
the year in which it obtains, the Indians break up their 
village communities, and go to the interior to prepare for 
their winter hunting. This season seems to mark a 
dividing line, between the heat of summer, and the cold 
of winter, and is, from its mildness, suited to these migra- 
tions. The cause of this heat is the slow combustion of 
the leaves and other vegetable matter of the boundless 
and interminable forests. Those who at this season of 
the year have penetrated these forests, know all about it. 
To the feet the heat is quite sensible, whilst the ascend- 
ing vapour warms every thing it embraces, and spreading 
out into the wide atmosphere, fills the circuit of the 
heavens with its peculiar heat and smokiness.” 

This unnatural heat sufficiently accounts for the sick- 
liness of the American autumn. The effect of it is 
extremely distressing to the nerves, even when the gene- 
ral health continues good ; to me, it was infinitely more 
disagreeable than the glowing heat of the dog-days. 

A short time before we arrived in America, the Duke 
of Saxe- Weimar made a tour of the United States. I 
heard many persons speak of his unaffected and amiable 
manners, yet he could not escape the dislike which every 
trace of gentlemanly feeling is sure to create among the 
ordinary class of Americans. As an amusing instance of 
this, I made the following extract from a newspaper. 

“ A correspondent of the Charlestown Gazette tells an 
anecdote connected with the Duke of Saxe-Weimar’s 
recent journey through our country, which we do not re- 
collect to have heard before, although some such story 
is told of the veritable Capt. Basil Hall. The scene 
occurred on the route between Augusta and Milledgeville. 
It seems that the sagacious Duke engaged three or four, 
or more seats, in the regular stage, for the accommoda- 
tion of himself and suite, and thought by this that he had 
secured the monopoly of the vehicle. Not so, however ; 
a traveller came along, and entered his name upon the 
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book, and secured his seat by payment of the customary 
charges. To the Duke’s great surprise on # entering the 
stage, he found our traveller comfortably housed in one 
of the most eligible seats, wrapt up in his fearnought, 
and snoring lik^a buffalo. The Duke, greatly irritated, 
called for the question of consideration. He demanded, 
in broken English, the cause of the gross intrusion, and 
insisted in a very princely manner, though not, it seems, 
in very princely language, upon the incumbent vacating 
the seat in which he had made himself so impudently at 
home. But the Duke had yet to learn his first lesson 
of republicanism. The driver was one of those sturdy 
southrons, who can always, and at a moment’s warning, 
whip Ills weight in wild cats : and he as resolutely told 
the Duke, that the traveller was as good, if not a better 
man, than himself ; and that no alteration of the existing 
arrangement could be permitted. Saxe- Weimar became 
violent at this opposition, so unlike any to which his 
education hitherto had ever subjected him, and threatened 
John with the application of the bamboo. This was one 
of those threats which in Georgia dialect would subject 
a man to ‘a rowing up salt river;’ and, accordingly, 
down leaped our driver from his box, and peeling himself 
for the combat, he leaped about the vehicle in the most 
wild-boar style, calling upon the prince of a five acre 
patch to put his threat in execution. But he of the star 
refused to make up issue in the way suggested, content- 
ing himself with assuring the enraged southron of a 
complaint to his excellency the Governor, on arriving at 
the seat of government. This threat was almost as un- 
lucky as the former, for it wrought the individual for 
whom it was intended into that species of fury, which, 
though discriminating in its madness, is nevertheless 
without much limit in its violence, and he swore that the 

Governor might go to , and for his part he would 

just as leave lick the Governor as the Duke; he’d like 
no better fun than to give both Duke and Governor a 
dressing in the same breath ; could do it, he had little 
doubt, &c. &c.; and instigating one fist to diverge into 
the face of the marvelling and panic-stricken nobleman, 
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with the other he thrust him down into a seat alongside 
the traveller*, whose presence had been originally of such 
sore discomfort to his excellency, and bidding the attend- 
ants jump in with their discomfited master, he mounted 
his box in triumph, and went on his journey. 

I fully believe that this brutal history would be as 
distasteful to the travelled and polished few who are to 
be found scattered through the Union, as it is to me ; 
but if they do not deem the possibility of such a scene to 
be a national degradation, I differ from them. The 
American people (speaking of the great mass) have no 
more idea of what constitutes the difference between 
this “ Prince of a five acre patch,” and themselves, than 
a dray-horse has of estimating the points of the elegant 
victor of the race-course. Could the dray-horse speak, 
when expected to yield the daintiest stall to his graceful 
rival, he wmuld say, “ A horse is a horse and is it not 
with the same logic that the transatlantic Houynnhnm 
puts down all superiority with “ a man is a man?” 

This story justifies the reply of Talleyrand, when asked 
by Napoleon what he thought of the Americans: “ Sire, 
ce sont des fiers cochons, et des cochons tiers. ” 


CHAP. XXIX. 


LITERATURE. EXTRACTS. FINE ARTS. EDUCATION. 


The character of the American literature is, generally 
speaking, pretty justly appreciated in Europe. The im- 
mense exhalation of periodical trash, which penetrates 
into every cot and corner of the country, and which is 
greedily sucked in by all ranks, is unquestionably one 
great cause of its inferiority. Where newspapers are the 
principal vehicles of the wit and wisdom of a people, the 
higher graces of composition can hardly be looked for. 

That there are many among them who can write well, ^ 
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is most certain; but it is at least equally so, that they 
have little encouragement to exercise the ppwer in any 
manner more dignified than becomes the editor of a 
newspaper or a magazine. As far as I could judge, their 
best writers are^ar from being the most popular. The 
general taste is decidedly bad ; this is obvious, not only 
from the mass of# slip-slop poured forth by the daily and 
weekly press, but from the inflated tone of eulogy in 
which their insect authors are lauded. 

To an American writer, I should think it must be a 
flattering distinction to escape the admiration of the 
newspapers. Few persons of taste, I imagine, would like 
such notice as the following, which I copied from a 
New York paper, where it followed the advertisement of 
a partnership volume of poems by a Mr. and Mrs. Brooks; 
but of such are their literary notices chiefly composed. 

“ The lovers of impassioned and classical numbers may 
promise themselves much gratification from the muse of 
Brooks, while the many-stringed harp of his lady, the 
Norna of the Courier Harp, which none but she can 
touch, has a chord for every heart.’' 

Another obvious cause of inferiority in the national 
literature, is the very slight acquaintance with the best 
models of composition, which is thought necessary for 
persons called well educated. There may be reason 
for deprecating the lavish expense of time bestowed in 
England on the acquirement of Latin and Greek, and it 
may be doubtful whether the power of composing in 
these languages, with correctness and facility, be worth 
all the labour it costs; but as long as letters shall be left 
on the earth, the utility of a perfect familiarity with the 
exquisite models of antiquity cannot be doubted. I 
think I run no risk of contradiction, when I say that an 
extremely small proportion of the higher classes m 
America possess this familiar acquaintance with the clas- 
sics. It is in vain to suppose that translations may suffice. 
Noble as are the thoughts the ancients have left us, their 
power of expression is infinitely more important as a 
study to modern writers : and this no translation can 
furnish. Nor did it appear to me that their intimacy 
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with modern literature was such as to assist them much 
in the formation of style. What they class as modern 
literature seems to include little beyond the English 
publications of the day. 

To speak of Chaucer, or even Spender, as a modern, 
appears to them inexpressibly ridiculous: and all the 
rich and varied eloquence of Italy, fron* Dante to Monti, 
is about as much known to them, as the Welsh effusions 
of Urien and Modred to us. 

Rousseau, Voltaire, Diderot, &c., were read by the old 
federalists; but now they seem known more as naughty 
words than as great names. I am much mistaken if a 
hundred untravelled Americans could be found, who 
have read Boileau or La Fontaine. Still fewer are 
acquainted with that delightful host of French female 
writers, whose memoirs and letters sparkle in every page 
with unequalled felicity of style. The literature of Spain 
and Portugal is no better known; and as for u the wits 
of Queen Anne’s day,’' they are laid cn masse upon a 
shelf, in some score of very old-fashioned houses, toge- 
ther with Sherlock and Taylor, as much too antiquated 
to suit the immensely rapid progress of mind which dis- 
tinguishes America. 

The most perfect examples of English writing, either 
of our own, or of any former day, have assuredly not 
been produced by the imitation of any particular style ; 
but the Fairy Queen would hardly have been written, if 
the Orlando had not ; nor would Milton have been the 
perfect poet he was, had Virgil and Tasso been unknown 
to him. It is not that the scholar mimics in writing the 
phrases he has read, but that he can neither think, feel, 
nor express himself as he might have done, had his 
mental companionship been of a lower order. \ 

They are great novel readers, but the market is chiefly 
furnished by England. They have, however a few very 
good native novels. Mr. Flint’s Francis Berrian is de- 
lightful. There is a vigour and freshness in his writing 
that is exactly in accordance with what one looks for in 
the literature of a new country ; and yet, strange to say, 
it is exactly what is most wanting in that of America, 
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It appeared to me that the style of their imaginative 
compositions was almost always affected apd inflated. 
Even in treating their great national subject of romance, 
the Indians, they are seldom either powerful or original. 
A few well-known general features, moral and physical, 
are presented oyer and over again in all their Indian 
stories, till in reading them you lose all sense of indi- 
vidual character. Mr. Flint's History of the Mississippi 
^ Valley is a work of great interest and information, and 
^will, I hope, in time find its way to England, where I 
c think it is much more likely to be appreciated than in 
America. 

Dr. Channing is a writer too well known in England to 
require my testimony to his great ability. As a preacher 
he has, perhaps, hardly a rival any where. This gentle- 
' man is an Unitarian ; and I was infoimed by several per- 
sons well acquainted with the literary characters of the 
country, that nearly all their distinguished men were of 
this persuasion.* 

Mr. Pierpoint is a very eloquent preacher, and a sweet 
poet. His works are not so well known among us as 
they ought to be. Mr. Everett has written some beauti- 
ful lines ; and if I may judge from the specimens of his 
speeches, as preserved in the volume entitled “ Eloquence 
of the United States,” I should say that he shone more 
as a poet than an orator. But American fame has decided 
otherwise. 

Mr. M. Flint, of Louisiana, has published a volume of 
poems which ought to be naturalised here. Mr. Hallock, 
of New York, has much facility of versification, and is 
greatly in fashion as a drawing-room poet; but I think he 
nas somewhat too much respect for himself, and too little 
for his readers. 

It is, I think, Mr. Bryant, who ranks highest as the 

That this statement was perfectly correct, I have every reason to 
believe ; nor is an obvious reason for the fact wanting. The mind of a 
■vnan devoted to letters undergoes a process which renders the endur- 
ance of the crude ignorant ranting of the great majority among the 
various sects of American preachers intolerable ; and accordingly they 
have taken refuge in the cold comfortless stillness of Unitariamsin. 
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poet of the Union. This is too lofty an eminence for 
me to attach ; besides, “ I am of another parish,” and 
therefore, perhaps, no very fair judge. 

From miscellaneous poetry I made a great many ex- 
tracts; but upon returning to them for transcription, I 
thought that ill-nature and dulness (fi Oh ill-matched 
pair ! ”) would he more served by their insertion, than 
wholesome criticism. 

The massive Fredoniad of Dr. Emmons, in forty can- 
tos, I never read ; but as I did not meet a single native 
who had, 1 hope this want of poetical enterprise will be 
excused. 

They have very few native tragedies : not more than 
half a dozen, I believe, and those of very recent date. 
It would be ungenerous to fall heavily upon these ; the 
attempt alone, nearly the most arduous a poet can make, 
is of itself honourable ; and the success at least equal 
to that in any other department of literature. 

Mr. Paulding is a popular writer of novels ; some of 
his productions have been recently republished in Eng- 
land. Miss Sedgwick is also well known among us ; 
her “ Hope Leslie” is a beautiful story. Mr. Washing- 
ton Irving and Mr. Cooper have so decidedly chosen 
another field, whereon to reap their laurels, that it is 
hardly necessary to name them here. 

I am not, of course, competent to form any opinion of 
their scientific works; but some papers which I read 
almost accidentally, appeared to me to be written with 
great clearness, and neatness of definition. 

It appears extraordinary that a people who loudly 
declare their respect for science, should be entirely with-) 
out observatories. Neither at their seats of learning, 
nor in their cities, does any thing of the kind exist; nor 
did I in any direction hear of individuals given to the 
study of astronomy. 

I had not the pleasure of making any acquaintance 
with Mr. Bowditch, of Boston ; but I know that this 1 
gentleman ranks very high as a mathematician in the 
estimation of the scientific world of Europe. 

Jefferson’s posthumous works were very generally cir- 
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culatcd whilst I was in America. They are a mighty 
mass of mischief. lie wrote with more perspicuity than 
lie thought, and his hot-headed democracy has done a 
Tearful injury to his country. Hollow and unsound as 
his doctrines ar^, they are but too palatable to a people, 
each individual #f whom would rather derive his import- 
ance from believing that none are above him, than from 
the consciousness that in his station he makes part of a 
noble whole. The social system of Mr. Jefferson, if* 
carried into effect, would make of mankind an unamal- 
gamated mass of grating atoms, where the darling 44 Tin 
as good as you,” would soon take place of the law and 
the Gospel.* As it is, his principles, though happily not 
fully put in action, havejet produced most lamentable 
results. The assumption of equality, however empty, is 
sufficient to tincture the manners of the poor with brutal 
i mlence, and subjects the rich to the paltry expediency 
of sanctioning the falsehood, however deep their con- 
viction that it is such. It cannot, I think, be denied that 
the great men of America attain to power and to fame, 
by eternally uttering what they know to he untrue. 
American citizens are not equal. Did Washington feel 
them to be so, when his word out-weighed (so happily 
for them) the votes of thousands? Did Franklin think 
that all were equal when he shouldered his w ay from the 
printing press to the cabinet ? True, he looked back 
in high good humour, and w r ith his kindest smile told the 
poor devils whom he left behind, that they were all his 
Equals ; but Franklin did not speak the truth, and lie 
Knew it. The great, the immortal Jefferson himself, he 

* If the information which, as stated in a former note, X have re- 
ceived since iny return to Europe, from a distinguished citizen of the 
United States, be correct, namely, that the private sentiments ol Mr. 
Jefferson were exactly the reverse of all he published, and that he 
declared his conviction during his hours of social confidence, that the 
existence of a practical democracy was a prodigious fable, what is the 
judgment that must be past upon him v The United States have paid, 
and will long continue to pay, a grievously heavy penalty for this 
“great mans popularity.” They are not, as a people, v\ hat they 
would have been had Jefferson never lived, and Washington remained 
their unrivalled authority. 
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who, when past the threescore years and ten, still taught 
young females to obey his nod, and so became the lather 
of unnumbered generations of groaning slaves, what was 
Ins matin and his vesper hymn? “All men are born 
free and equal/’ Did the venerable father of' the gang 
believe it ? Or did he too purchase lus immortality by a 
lie ? 

*#*##*** 

From the five heavy volumes of the “ Eloquence of 
the Fmted States,” I made a few extracts, which I give 
more for the sake of their political intcicst, than for any 
puipose of literary criticism. 

Mr. Hancock (one of those venerated men who signed 
the act of independence), in speaking of England, thus 
expresses himself: u Hut if I was possessed of the gift 
of prophecy, I dare not (except by Divine command) 
unfold the leaves on which the destiny of that once 
powerful kingdom is inscribed.” It is impossible not to 
regret that Mr. Hancock should thus have let u I dare 
not, wail upon I would” It would have been exceed- 
ingly edifying to have known befotehand all the teiriblo 
things the republic was about to do for us. 

This prophetic orator spoke the modest, yet awful 
words, above quoted, nearly sixty years ago; in these 
latter days men are become bolder, for in a modern 4th 
of July oration, Mr. Rush, without waiting, I think, for 
Divine command, gives the following amiable portrait of 
the British character : — 

“ In looking at Britain, we see a harshness of individual 
character in the general view of it, which is perceived 
and acknowledged by all Europe ; a spirit of unbecoming 
censure as regards all customs and institutions not their 
own : a ferocity in some of the characteristics of national 
manners, pervading their very pastimes, which no other 
modern people are endued with the blunted sensibility 
to bear * ; an universal self-assumed superiority, not 
innocently manifesting itself in speculative sentiments 
among themselves, but unamiably indulged when with 

* Negro flogging is not classed as a pastime. 
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foreigners, of whatever description, in their own country, 
or when they themselves are the tempon?ry sojourners 
in a foreign country; a code of criminal law that forgets 
to feel for human frailty, that sports with human misfor- 
tune, that has?shed more blood m deliberate judicial 
severity for twb centuries past, constantly mci easing, 
too, m its sangui'narv hue, than has ever been sanctioned 
by the jui isprudence of any ancient or modern nation, 
civilised and refined like herself; the memless whippings 
in her army, peculiar to herself alone, the conspicuous 
commission and freest acknowledgment of vice m the 
upper classes; the overweening distinctions shown to 
opulence and birth, so destructive of a sound moral sen- 
timent in the nation, so baffling to virtue. These are 
some of the traits that rise up to a contemplation of the 
inhabitants of this isle.” 

Where is the alchemy that can extract from Captain 
Hall’s work one thousandth part of the ill-will contained 
m this one passage? Yet America has resounded fi 0111 
shore to shore with execrations against his barbarous 
calumnies, lhit now we will listen to another tone. Let 
us see how Americans can praise. Mr. Everett, m a 
recent 4 th of July oration, speaks thus: — 

<f We are authorised to assert that the era of our in- 
dependence dates the establishment of’ the only perfect 
organisation of government.” Again, “ Our government 
is m its theory perfect, and in its operation it is perfect 
also. Thus we have solved the great pioblem m human 
affairs.” And again, “ A frame of government, perfect 
in its principles, has been brought down from the airy 
regions of Utopia, and has found a local habitation and 
a name in our country.” 

Among my miscellaneous reading, I got hold of an 
American publication, giving a detailed, and, indeed, an 
official acccfunt of the capture of Washington by the 
British in 181 L An event so long past, and of so little 
ultimate importance, is, perhaps, hardly, worth alluding 
to ; but there are some passages in the official documents 
which I thought very amusing. 

At the very moment of receiving the attack of the 
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British on the heights of Bladensburgh, there seems to 
have been a fiiost curious puzzle among the American 
generals, as to wheie they were to be stationed, and w hat 
they were to do. It js stated that the British threw 
themselves forward in open order, advancing singly. 
The American general (Wmden) goes on m his narrative 
to describe what followed, thus : — 

u Our advanced riflemen now began to fire, and 
continued it lor half a dozen rounds, when 1 observed 
them to run back to an orchard. They halted there, and 
seemed for a moment about returning to their original 
position, but m a few moments entirely broke, and re- 
tired to the left of Ntanburg’s line. The advanced ar- 
tillery immediately followed the riflemen. 

u The first three or four rockets fired by the enemy 
were much above the heads of Slanburg’s line ; but the 
rockets having taken a more honzontal direction, an uni- 
versal flight of the centre and left of this brigade was the 
consequence. The 5th regiment and the artillery still 
lemamed, and I hoped would prevent the enemy’s ap- 
proach, but they advanced singly, their fire annoyed the 
5th considerably, when 1 ordered it to retire, to put it 
out of the reach of the enemy. This order was, how- 
ever, immediately countermanded, from an aversion to 
retire before the necessity became stronger, and from a 
hope that the enemy would issue in a body, and enable 
us to act upon him on terms of equality. But the enemy’s 
fire beginning to annoy tbe 5th still more, by wounding 
several of them, and a strong column passing up the 
road, and deploying on its left, I ordered them to retire; 
their retreat became a flight of absolute and total dis- 
order.” 

Of Beall’s regiment, the general gives the following 
succinct account — 44 It gave one or two ineffectual fires 
and fled.” 1 

In another place he says piteously, — “ The cavalry 
would do any thing but charge.” 

General Armstrong’s gentle and metaphysical account 
of the business w^as, that — “ Without all doubt the de- 
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tcrmining cause of our disasters is to be found in the love 
of life.” 

Tins affair at Washington, which in its results was cer- 
tainly advantageous to Ameuca, inasmuch as it C'hused 
the present beautiful capitol to be built m the place of 
the one we bu»nt, was, nevertheless, considered as a na- 
tional cahimity#at the time. In a volume of miscellane- 
ous poems I met with one, written with the patriotic 
purpose of cheering the country under it; one tripler 
struck me as rather alarming for us, however soothing to 
America. 

<c Supposing George’s house at Kew 
Were burnt, as we intend to do, 

Would that he burning .England too J ” 

I think I have before mentioned that no work of mere 
pleasantry has hitherto been found to answer; but a re- 
cent attempt of the kind has been made, with what suc- 
cess cannot as yet be decided. The editors are come- 
dians belonging to the Boston company, and it is enti- 
tled, “ The American Comic Annual.” It is accompanied 
by etchings, somewhat m the manner, but by no means 
with the spirit of Cruikshank’s. Among the pleasantiies 
of this lively volume are some biting attacks upon us, 
particularly upon our utter incapacity of speaking English. 
We really must engage a lew American professors, or 
we shall lose all trace of classic purity in our language. 
As a specimen, and rather a favourable one, of the work, 
I transcribed an extract from a little piece, entitled, 
“ Sayings and Doings, a Fragment of a Farce.” One of 
the personages of this farce is an English gentleman, a 
Captain Mandaville. and among many speeches of the 
same kind, I selected the following. Collins’s Ode is the 
subject of conversation. 

“ A r, A — a — ait stroiks me that that you manetion 

bis the hodc about hangger and ope and orror and re- 
venge you know. I've card Mrs. Sitdowns hencored in 
it at Common Garden and Doory Lane in the ight of her 
poplarity you know. By the boye, hall the hactin in 
Amareka is werry orrid. You’re honely in the lunfancy 
of the istoryonic hart you know; your performers never 



262 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


haspirate the haitch in sicli vords for instance as hink 
and boats, and leave out t lie tv m wice wanity you know; 
and make nothink ofbomittin the l in sometlnnk.”* 

There is much more- in the same style, but, perhaps, 
this may suffice. I have given this passage chielly be- 
cause it ail’ords an example of the manner in which the 
generality of Americans are accustomed to speak of 
English pronunciation and phraseology. 

It must be remembered, however, here and every 
where, that this phrase, u the Americans,’ 5 docs not in- 
clude the instructed and travelled portion of the com- 
munity. 

It would he absurd to swell my little volumes with 
extracts in proof of the veracity of their contents, but 
having spoken of the taste of their lighter woiks, and also 
of the general tone of maimers, I cannot forbear insert- 
ing a page from an American annual (The Token), which 
purports to give a scene from fashionable life. It is part 
of* a dialogue between a young lady of the “highest 
standing” and her “ tutor,” who is moreover her lover, 
though not yet acknowledged. 

“ ‘ And so you wo’nt tell me,’ said she, ‘ what lias conic 
over v ou, and why you look as grave and sensible as a 
Dictionary, when, by general consent, even mine, “ mot- 
lev's the only wear?”’ 

“ ‘ Am i so grave, Miss Blair?’ 

“ ‘ Are you so grave, Miss Blair? One would think I 
had not got my lesson to-day. Pray, sir, lias the black 
ox trod upon } our toe since we parted?’ 

“ Philip tried to laugh, but he did not succeed ; he 
bit his lip and was silent. 

* Of the correctness of this imitation of the colloquial style of En- 
glish gentlemen, 1 will gi\e no opinion, on this point eveiy person 

must judge for himself but on reperusing it I am tempted to 

insert a few extracts from a MS which we brought .mine with us, 
which was the result of my having desired every member of my 
family to note down whatever words or phrases struck them as new to 
English ears — and bom the collection thus made, I composed several 
dialogues, some portions of which may serve fairly enough as a pen- 
dant to the “ Fragment of a Eaice.” This pendant will be found at 
the end of the chapter. 
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££ c I am under orders to entertain you, Mr. Blondel, 
and if my poor brain can be made to girdjtlus fairy isle, 
I shall certainly be obedient. So I begin with playing 
the leech. What ails you, sir?’ 

“ * Miss Biair !’ be was going to remonstrate. 

Miss Blai»! Now, pity I'm a quack! for whip me, 
if I know whetlfcer Miss BJair is a fever or an ague. How 
did you catch it, sir ?’ 

“ 4 Really, Miss Blair — ' 

“ £ Nay, 1 see you don’t like doctoring ; I give over, 
and now I’ll be sensible. Jt’s a fine day, Mr. Blonde!. ’ 

“ ‘ Very.’ 

“ 1 A pleasant lane, this, to walk in, if one’s company 
were agreeable.’ 

‘ Does Mr. Skelton stay Jong?’ asked Philip, ab- 
ruptly. 

u 1 No one knows? 
u ‘ Indeed ! are you so ignorant?’ 

“ c And why does your wisdom ask that question ?’ ” 
In no society in the world can the advantage of travel 
be so conspicuous as in America. In other countnes a 
tone of’ unpretending simplicity can more than compen- 
sate lor the absence of enlarged views or accurate observ- 
ation , but this tone is not to be found in America, or if 
it be, it is only among those who, having looked at that 
insignificant portion of the world not included in the 
Union, have learnt to know liow much is still unknown 
within the mighty part which is. For the rest, they all 
declare, and do m truth believe, that they only, among 
the sons of men, have wit and wisdom, and that one of 
their exclusive privileges is that of speaking English ele- 
gantly. There are two reasons for this latter persuasion; 
the one is, that the great majority have never heard any 
English but their own, except from the very lowest of 
the Irish ; and the other, that those who have chanced to 
find themselves in the society of the few educated En- 
glish who have visited America, have discovered that 
there is a marked difference between their phrases and 
accents and those to which they have been accustomed, 
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whereupon they have, of course, decided that no English- 
man can spe^k English. 

The reviews of America contain some good clear- 
headed articles ; but I sought in vain for the playful 
vivacity and the keenly-cutting satire, wljjose sharp edge, 
however painful to the patient, is of such high utility in 
lopping off the excrescences of bad taste, and levelling 
to its native clay the heavy growth of dulness. Still Jess 
could I find any trace of that graceful familiarity of 
learned allusion and general knowledge which mark the 
best European reviews, and which make one feel in such 
perfectly good company while perusing them. But this 
is a tone not to be found either in the writings or con- 
vcisation of Americans; as distant from pedantry as from 
ignorance, it is not learning itself’, but the effect of it ; 
and so pervading and subtle is its influence, that it may 
be traced in the festive balls and gay drawing-rooms of 
Europe as certainly as in the cloistered library or student’s 
closet ; it is, perhaps, the last finish of highly-finished 
society. 

A late American Quarterly has an article on a work of 
Dr. Von Schmidt Plnseldek, from which I made an 
extract, as a curious sample of the dreams they love to 
batten on. 

Dr. Von Phiseldck (not Fiddlestick), who is not only a 
doctor of philosophy, but a knight of Dannefirog to boot, 
has never been in America, but lie lias written a prophecy, 
show ing that the United States must and will govern the 
whole world, because they are so very big, and have so 
much uncultivated territory: he prophecies that an union 
will take place between North and South America, which 
will give a death-blow to Europe, at no distant period ; 
though he modestly adds, that he does not pretend to 
designate the precise period at which this wall take place. 
This Danish prophecy, as may be imagined, enchants the 
reviewer. He exhorts all people to read Dr. Phiseldek’s 
book, because “ nothing but good can come of such 
contemplations of the future, and because it is eminently 
calculated to awaken the most lofty anticipations of the 
destiny which awaits them, and will serve to impress upon 
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the nation the necessity of being prepared for such high 
destiny.” In another place the reviewer bursts out, 
cc America, young as she is, has become already the 
beacon, the patriarch of the struggling nations of the 
world;'’ and afterwards adds, “ It would be departing 
from the natural order of things, and the ordinary oper- 
ations of the great scheme of Providence, it would be 
shutting our ears to the voice of experience, and our 
eyes to the inevitable connection of causes and their 
effects, were we to reject the extreme probability, not to 
say moral certainty, that the old world is destined to 
receive its influences in future from the new.” There 
are twenty pages of this article, but I will only give one 
passage more; it is an instance of the sort of' reasoning 
by vs Inch American citizens peisuade themselves that the 
glory of Europe is, in reality, her reproach. “ Wrapped 
up m a sense of* his superiority, the European reclines at 
home, shining in his* borrowed plumes, deiived from the 
product of every corner of the earth, and the industry of 
every portion of its inhabitants, with which bis own natu- 
ral resources would never have invested him, he continues 
revelling m enjoyments which nature has denied him ” 

The American Quarterly deservedly holds the highest 
place in their periodical literature, and, therefore, may be 
fairly quoted as striking the key-note for the chorus of 
public opinion. Surely it is nationality rather than patri- 
otism w hich leads it thus to speak in scorn of the success- 
ful efforts of enlightened nations to win from every 
corner of the earth the riches which nature has scattered 
over it. 

******* 

The incorrectness of the press is very great ; they 
make strange work in the reprints of French and Italian ; 
and the Latin, I suspect, does not fare much better : I 
believe they do not often meddle with Greek. 

With regard to the fine arts, their paintings, I think, 
are quite as good, or rather better, than might he ex- 
pected from the patronage they receive; the wonder is 
that any man can be found with courage enough to devote 
himself to a profession in which he has so little chance 
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of finding a maintenance. The trade of a carpenter 
opens an infinitely better prospect; and this is so well 
known, that nothing but a genuine passion for the art 
could beguile any one to pursue it. The entire absence 
of every means of improvement, and effectual study, is 
unquestionably the cause why those wlm manifest this 
devotion cannot advance faither. ] heaivi of one young 
artist, whose circumstances did not permit his going to 
Europe, hut who being nevertheless determined that his 
studies should, as nearly as possible, resemble those of 
the European academies, was about to commence draw- 
ing the human figure, for which purpose he had provided 
himself with a thin silk dress, m which to clothe his 
models, as no one of any station, he said, could be found 
who would submit to sit as a model without clothing. 

It was at Alexandria that I saw what I consider as the 
best picture by an American artist that I met with. The 
subject was Ilagar and ishmael. It bad recently arrived 
from Home, where the painter, a young man of the name 
of Chapman, had been studying for three years. His 
mother told me that he w r as twenty-two years of age, and 
passionately devoted to the art; should he, on returning 
to his country, receive sufficient encouragement to keep 
his ardour and his industry alive, 1 think I shall hear of 
him again. 

•¥ ^ ^ H* 

Much is said about the universal diffusion of education 
in America, and a vast deal of genuine admiration is felt 
and expressed at the progress of mind throughout the 
Union. They believe themselves in all sincerity to have 
surpassed, to he surpassing, and to he about to surpass, 
the whole earth in the intellectual race. 1 am aware 
that not a single word can be said, hinting a different 
opinion, which will not bring down a transatlantic ana- 
thema on my head; yet the subject is too interesting to 
be omitted. Before I left England I remember listening, 
with much admiration, to an eloquent friend, wdio depre- 
cated our system of public education, as confining the 
various and excursive faculties of our children to one 
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beaten path, paying little or no attention to the peculiar 
powers of the individual. 

This objection is extieinely plausible, fmt doubts of 
its intrinsic value mist, I think, occur to e\erv one who 
has marked the result of a diffeient system throughout 
the United Stales. 

From every vnquuy I could make, and I took much 
pains to obtain accurate information, it appeared that 
much is attempted, but very little beyond reading, writ- 
ing, and book-keeping, is thoroughly acquired. Were 
we to read a prospectus of the system pursued in any of 
our public schools, and that of a first-rate seminary in 
America, we should hi* struck by the confined scholastic 
routine of the former, when compared to the varied and 
expansive scope of the latter; but let the examination 
go a little farther, and 1 believe it will be found that the 
old-fashioned school discipline of England has produced 
something higher, and deeper too, than that which roars 
so loud, and thunders in the index. 

They will not alibi d to let their } oung men study till 
two or three and twenty, and it is therefore declared, c.v 
cathedra Americana , to be unnecessary. At sixteen, 
often much earlier, education ends, and money-makmg 
begins; the idea that more learning is necessary than 
can be acquired by that time, is generally ridiculed as 
obsolete monkish bigotry ; added to which, if the seniors 
walled a more prolonged discipline, the juniors would 
refuse submission. When the money-getting begins, 
leisure ceases, and all of lore which can be acquired, 
afterwards, is picked up from novels, magazines, and 
newspapers. 

At what time can the taste be formed? IIow r can a 
correct and polished style, even of speaking, be ac- 
quired? or when can the fruit of" the two thousand yeais 
of past thinking be added to the native growth of Ame- 
rican intellect? These are the tools, if 1 may so expiess 
myself, which our elaborate system of school discipline 
puts into the hands of our scholars; possessed of these, 
they may use them in whatever direction they please 
afterwards, they can never be an incumbrance. 
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No people appear more anxious to excite admiration 
and receive applause than the American*, yet none take 
so little trodble, or make so few sacrifices to obtain it. 
This may answer among themselves, but it will not with 
the rest of the world, individual sacrifices must be made, 
and national economy enlarged, before America can 
compete with the old world in taste, learning, and liber- 
ality. 

The reception of General Lafayette is the one single 
instance in which the national pnde has overcome the 
national thrift; and this was clearly referrible to the one 
single feeling of enthusiasm of which they appear capable, 
namely, the triumph of their successful struggle for na- 
tional independence. But though this feeling will be 
universally acknowledged as a worthy and lawful source 
of triumph and of pnde, it will not serve to trade upon for 
ever, as a fund of glory and high station among the 
nations. Their fathers weie colonists ; they fought 
stoutly, and became an independent people. Success 
and admiration, even the admiration of those whose yoke 
they had broken, cheered the successful heroes while 
living, still sheds a glory round their remote and untitled 
sepulchres, and will illumine the page of* their history for 
ever. 

Their children inherit the independence ; they inherit 
too the honour of being the sons of brave fathers ; but 
this will not give them the reputation at which they aim, 
of being scholars and gentlemen, nor will it enable them 
to sit down for evermore to talk of their glory, while they 
drink mint julap and chew tobacco, swearing by the 
beard of Jupiter (or some other oath) that they are very 
graceful, and agreeable, and, moreover, abusing every 
body who does not erv out Amen ! 

To doubt that talent and mental power of every kind 
exist in America would be absurd ; why should it not ? 
But in taste and learning they are woefully deficient; 
and it is this which renders them incapable of graduating 
a scale by which to measure themselves. Hence arises 
that overweening complacency and self-esteem, both 
national and individual, which at once renders them so 
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extremely obnoxious to ridicule, anti so peculiarly restive 
under it. , 

If they will scorn the process by which other nations 
have become what they avowedly intend to be, they 
must rest satisfied with the praise and admiration they 
receive from each other; and turning a deaf ear to the 
criticisms of the* old woild, consent to be their “ own 
prodigious great reward.” 

* ^ • * * * * 

Alexandria has its churches, chapels, and conventicles 
as abundantly, in proportion to its size, as any city in the 
Union. J visited most of them, and in the Episcopal and 
Catholic heard the services performed quietly and re- 
verentlv. 

The best sermon, however, that I listened to, was in a 
Methodist church, from the mouth of a Piquot Indian. 
It was impossible not to be touched by the simple .since- 
rity of this poor man. lie gave a picture frightfully 
eloquent of the decay of Ins people under the united 
influence of the avarice and intemperance of the white 
men. lie described the effect of the religious feeling 
which bad recently found its way among them as most 
salutary. The purity of Ins moral feeling, and the sin- 
cerity of his sympathy wuth his forest brctlnen, made it 
unquestionable that lie must he the most valuable pnest 
who could officiate for them. Ills English was very cor- 
rect, and his pronunciation slightly tinctured by native 
accent. 

* ******* 

While we were still in the neighbourhood of Washing- 
ton, a most violent and unprecedented schism occur- 
red in the cabinet. The four secretaries of State all 
resigned, leaving General Jackson to manage the queer 
little state barge alone. 

Innumerable contradictory statements appeared upon 
this occasion in the papers, and many a cigar was thrown 
aside, ere half consumed, that the disinterested politi- 
cian might give breath to his cogitations on this extraor- 
dinary event ; but not all the eloquence of all the smokers, 
nor even the ultra-diplomatic expositions which appeared 
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from the seceding secretaries themselves, could throw 
any light on fhe mysterious business It produced, how- 
ever, the only tolerable cai mature I ever saw in the 
country. It represents the President seated alone in his 
cabinet, wearing a look of much discomfiture, and making 
great exertions to detain one of four rat's, who are run- 
ning off, by placing Ins foot on the tail. ‘The rats’ heads 
bear a \ery sufficient resemblance to the four ex-minis- 
ters. General Jackson, it seems, had requested Mr. Van 
Buren. the Secretary of State, to remain in office till lus 
place was supplied, this gave occasion to a bon mot from 
his son, who, being asked when Ins father would be in 
New York, replied, “ When the President takes off his 
foot." 


A FRAGMENT. 

[ Sc kne a bed-room. Morning. Mrs. Rapp has just got 
out of bed, and is shaking some part of the dress m 
which she had passed the night. Mr. Rapp remains in 
bed, and addresses two lads who are sleeping together 
on a low couch, winch during the day is pushed under 
the bed occupied by their parents,] , 

Mr. Jhipp. Come boys 1 up w ith ye ! I wash I may be 
scorched it I don’t send ye both east of sunrise if you 
don’t jump slick. 

Mrs. Rapp. Benjamin Franklin ! Jefferson Monro ! 
D’ye hear dad, both of ye ? You’ve all got to mind the 
market, I calculate, this day. ’Tis our quilting frolic*, 
and I must have every thing jam. 

* The ladies of the Union are great workers, and*-, among other 
enterprises of inngenious industry, they frequently fabricate patch- 
work quilts. When the external composition of one of these is com- 
pleted, it is usual to call together then neighbours and friends to wit- 
ness, and assist at the quilting, which is the completion of this 
elaborate work. These assemblings are called “ quilting frolics,” 
and they are alwa)s solemnised with much good cheer and festivity. 
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Mr. Rapp. Keep cool, wife. Benjamin Franklin, my 
son, be a fine fellow, and bring me a stiff tumbler. Three 
quarters and one, may be. Quick, my lieio, and you will 
be president, 1 calculate. 

Benjamin Futnlim. ["Crawling slowly out of bed.] 
Don’t be in a father, lather, before you are shaved. I'll 
do your job, l expect, if you won't be m such a tarnation 
fuss. [After quitting the bed, Ben. Franklin turns, and 
gives his brother Jefferson Monro a kick in the nbs, and 
says], We are free and equal, I reckon, fiom Maine to 
Georgia, so you shan't be down while 1 am up, squire. 

Je/pa son Monro. [Starting up.] What d'y e want with 
me, all of ye i 

Mrs. Rapp. Well ! if that don’t beat creation ! Why, 
tis quilting frolic, my man, and lying a bed won't con- 
vene, 1 calculate. 

Ben. IP ankhn. [Goes to a table on which whiskey, 
water, and glasses, stand ready, and having mixed a 
tumbler according to order, he takes a pretty consider- 
able sip, and exclaims m a wlnspei], That’s jam ! 

Mr. Rapp . Look at him now ! If he don't suck like an 
login?* lull it up, my hero, but mind which 'canter 'tis 
from. Come slick, boy — don’t spill it. I'm as dry as 
a cob. 

[Benjamin Franklin presents the tumbler, and Mr. 
Ilapp tastes it.] 

Mr. Rapp. That’s first rate. Now go the whole hog, 
and we will send you to Congress in no time; light a 
cigar for me, and you shall see if I don’t smoke it. 

Mrs. Rapp. [Opening a door that leads to another 
room.] Angelina, my daughter, stir ! wall you? Dad 
wall be off to market in no time, and who’s to fix the 
breakfast? I must be thinking of the quilting, and Cle- 
mentina, I guess, must have her sleep out. So jump up 
slick, there^s a fine gal. 

Angelina . [From her bed.] How you do pother, mother. 
There’s no reason in creation why your fine help here, 


* In old English — Indian. 
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that's snorting like a ’possum shouldn’t be stirring as 
well as me. 

Mrs. Rapp.* My ! How you do talk, Angelina ! As if 
you did not know slic'd be off, frolic or no fiolic, if we 
did but affront her the least bit m the wan Id. 

Angelina. Well, I guess I shall set to, and start her, 
any how. She'll behave heiself if I promise to loan her 
my poppy flowers for her hair to-night, for she is sick 
with longing to wear them. So here goes [screaming], 
Clementina ! 

Mi . Rapp. [Rising, and slowly commencing the busi- 
ness of the toilet.] Well, wife, you’d best be after tell- 
ing me what’s to he got from market, for I shall be off 
like a gun. I have got no time to lose, for J must see 

what the slang-mongers* say of’ this new bank job. 
****** * * 

[Mrs Rapp explains her washes, and the whole family 
by degrees descend to the kitchen, when Mr Rapp sets 
off for market, taking lVnjannn luankhn and two large 
baskets with him.] 

Mi v. Rapp. There they go. that’s jam 1 and now vie 
must set to slick. 1 wonder that black beast Lily isn’t 
come yet. Her missis promised to loan her to me for 
the day for fifty cents, and my pink waist-ribbon, and a 
pretty bargain I shall make of it if she don't come 
till doomsday. We shall be right down magged with- 
out her. 

Angelina . That's a fact, for it won’t convene forme to 
be mixing doe cakes and Johny cakes all day. I’ve got to 
fix my dress. I promise you, and as to Clementina she ll 
do just as much as she likes I expect, and no more. 

Clementina. You may say that, Angelina; and where’s 
the lady whaN a white help as would do more? Rut if 
Mrs. Rapp will loan me five dollais to make up the 
price of my silk frock what I’m going to hyve, may be 
I’ll be chirk at it, and'get her through. What d’ye say, 
Mrs. Rapp r I guess you’d best he doing what I ask you, 
for you’ll look si leaked, 1 calculate, if the folks come 
before you’re right fixed. 

* Newspaper wnU-ib. 
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Mrs. Rapp. Well, now, if that don't make me crawl 
all over to think of it ! Say no more, this's a jam gal ; 
I’ll have to loan the dollars, I expect, so he spr\ now, 
and get all the rations out ready for fixing the cakes, 
slick away. Don’t sneak it, Clementina, hut go the 
whole hog for In e. 

(Yemeni nia. #Let me alone, Mrs. Lapp. Once and 
awhile 1 don’t mind a spell of work, if] get what 1 want 
for it ; so mind your business, and I'll mind mine ; and 
see if I don't sniggle my way through, afore quilting 
time. But mind, old woman, yoti must not be spying 
after me, and sneaking about what don't eoneern you. 
If you'll be after frying the steaks and m\ons for break- 
fast. and then fix the keeping loom, I'll look after the 
cakes; but I won’t earn ’em, mind. 

Mrs. Rapp. Go to the bakery, Jefferson Monro, and 
ask one of the young gentlemen, if he’ll he so genteel as 
to step over about noon for the eakes *ior my quilting 
frolic. 

Angelina. Well now, mother, I expect that you cal- 
culate upon loaning me your nnglets for to-night ? 

Airs. Jiapp. If’ that don’t heat all creation. How 
d’3 e think L am to fix myself, then ? 

Angelina, Loan me the two corkscrews then, mother, 
just to hang behind my spit curls, and keep the short 
hunches for yourself. 

Mrs . Rapp. Well, I expect it will make muddy water 
between us if f say no, my daughter. But thanks he to the 
praise, here comes black Lily. What makes you so late, 
you nasty nigger varment? 

Lily. Oli my missus ! There was such a swod of 
market ladies and gentlemen, corned over in the first 
boat, that I was ’most mashed to a slab in pushing to get 
m among ’em, they was all sorouging so thick one upon 
t’other ; and«aftor I had sniggled and sn iggled, they made 
no bones of tossing me 'mosi into the water; and *twas all 
1 could do to streak it to dry footing. 

Mrs. Rapp. I calculate. Miss Lily, you gave ’em 
some nigger impendence, 'cause 3 ou w as upon crossing tu 
a free state. 

T 
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Lily. No, my missus, I told 'em I wasn’t sneaking it, 
but was coming to help a grand lady ; and then one of 
'em fetched me a clip over my shoulders, and sa*d it was 
best show me my place afore l crossed. 

Mi is. Rapp. My* what a long jabber! 'Tuas luck} 
you corned when } ou did, I tell } ou, lor * was getting 
homely, that's a fact; and non set too, Mi^s Ial\,or 
}uu’ll hear of the (mu-hide when 3 on cioss hack again. 

Enter Jm* person IMonro. 

Jeff. Monro. 'Flu 1 gentleman at the bukeiy savs as v ou 
must fetch over the cakes yourself, ifvou w ants ’em fixed, 
for lie’s got no mind that such trotting would be good 
for him. 

Mrs. Rapju Cro^s (Tithcr 1 I should like* ’pc'diilv to 
see him somed in lhg Muddv (’reek, that’s a tact. But 
here comes lather. 

Lnltr^ln. RAiuyna/ Bi \a a min Frank L[\,J)ow M<u/<i. 

Mis . llapp. Back already, Sqmie * And how have you 
got along ' 

Mr. Rapp. Well now, I don’t know exact!} , but } ou 
must be clever, wife, and not be altei putting my daider 
up, by faulting me if all is not slick right. 

Mrs. Rap]). Let’s look it, husband. I’m all of a crawl 
till i see how' my tea’s to he. 

I ini) arum Franklin. [Taking off hi> hat, which is Idl- 
ed with peaches.] Well mother, hole’s my part of the 
job — that’s for your dulcits — and they bean’t smashed 
nothing to speak of, for sauce. 

Mrs. Rapp. Now then, father. 

Mr. Rapp. Well; there’s > our tui key — and a first 
rater — half a doliat for that , and here he your tight 
chickens for trying. Beaift they little beauties ? hardly 
bigger than humming birds ; a dollar seventy five for 
they. Three fips for the homin}, a levy for the squash, 
and a quarter for the limes; inyoiis a ftp, Carolines a levy, 
green cobs ditto. And now comes the tarnation plague of 
the whole. 1 know you’ll be homely, wife ; but you may 
allot upon it if you be, you’ll eventuate by getting the 
w orst of it, for 1 shall be tarnation wrathy on my side. 
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Mrs. Rapp. Well, don't sneak it. What is it man ? 
say. 

Mr. Rapp. Well, then, I’ve got no pickled oysters. 

M) s. Rapp. Posable ! Put you need’nt be looking 
fierce, Thomas Kapp. I'm not going to fault jou, but 
1 expect \oull com one you'd ha\e conducted bettei if 
you hadn’t obpviated what looks so ’peshily elegant on a 
tea-table. 

Mr Rapp. Woman, I did not obliviate. Theiev. as 
none to be had for money , so don’t look streaked about 
w hat can't be helped , but be spi \ , and gu e me my hr cak- 
last .''lie k . 

[/rile lanul\ Ml down to bunkhoi m the kitchen. 
Clementina eats \\ i ' f 1 them, and Lily waits upon them 
all. Mr. Kepp lino departs ioi Ins M(.u>, saving as he 
goes out]. \ oa need not allot upon * ecmg me till sun- 
down, your ilmnei won’t hi o\ c 1 jam to-day , I eakulate, 
so I shall coiitiiu 1 it to the hotel. 

% ^ A * •* T 

f Mrs. Kapp, hei daughter Angelina, her while help 
Clementina, and her Iron ow ed slav e Ial\ * lahour unre- 
mittingly' throughout the day to pupate for the tea m the 
best sty I e* of quilting frolic* libel ality. Pc njamm la anklm 
and Jefferson Monro are employed during the whole 
time in running errands. Py about 5 o’clock all is com- 
pleted ; Mrs. Papp and her daughter are full dressed in 
the keeping room . whiskey, water, sugar, and tumbleis, 
arc ranged upon the sideboard; and the two boys washed, 
combed, and properly adorned m all respects, receive 
their mother’s rnsti notions for their behaviour.] 

Mrs. Rapp. Well now, be sure to behave yourselves 
both of} ou, and remember, above all things, to shake 1 all 
the gentlemen as they come m, and to take the ladies’ 
bonnets and their shoes if any of ’em change. We shall 
have a swoj of company, and you must not sneak it in no 
way, but keep looking about you chirk and lively, and 
when any gentleman squints towards the sideboard, run 
slick and mix him some whiskey. 

Benjamin Franklin. Keep cool, mother, I know a 
thing or two. 
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Mrs . R npp . [Turning to Angelina]. Well, ra y d a u gh t e r, 
I must say you look pretty considerable jam, and them 
corkscieus do convene, that’s a fact. You arc dreadful 
handsome, Angelina. I expect nobody can dubiate that. 
But you must be ’pesluly spry to-night, or you may allot 
upon it we shall ha\e father's darder up. I tell you he 
is talking from July to eternity about the quarters you 
have had; and y on nia} leahse that after the quilting is 
over, lie’ll be looking to you to happify the company 
with 3 our accomplishments. Well! theie they come 
across the clover lot, lock and lock together. M\ * 
what a swod of them, all in a slush ! Why, here’s every 
body about creation, that's a fact. 

[kaiter a gicat many American ladies and gentlemen.] 
^ L # * * * * * .* 


CHAPTER XXX. 

jocian ro xrw aokk. — D ii-uniti river — sr vrr-cnA( n . — city 
oi m\v York. roiin.iM'i lNsrinni i or \oung i vdifs. — 

T1IF A rKFS. * riTIlLU' l.ARDLK. OirilOIfS. MORRIS (VSAL. 

FASHIONS. CARRIAGES. 

At length, spite of the lingering pace necessarily attend- 
ing consultations, and arrangements across the Atlantic, 
our plans were finally settled : the coming spring was to 
show us New York and Niagara, and the early summer 
was to convey u^ home. 

No sooner did the letter arrive which decided this, 
than we began our preparations for departure. We took 
our last voyage on the Potomac, we bade a lest farewell 
to Virginia, and gave a last day to some of our kind 
friends near Washington. 

The spring, though slow and back ward, was sufficiently 
advanced to render the journey pleasant ; and though 
the road from Washington to Baltimore was less brilliant 
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in foliage than when I had seen it before, it still had 
l uch of beauty. The a/ahas were m*full bloom, and 
tiie delicate yellow blossom of the sassafras almost 
rivalled its fruit m beauty. 

At l>altinu|re we again embarked on a gigantic steam- 
boat, and reached Philadelphia m the middle of the 
night. Here we changed our boat, and found time, 
before starting in the morning, to take a last look at 
the Done and Corinthian porticos of the two celebrated 
temples dedicated to Mammon. 

The Delawaie Rivei. above Philadelphia, still flows 
through a landscape too level for beauty, but it is 
rendered mteiestmg by a succession of gcu^Mmcn’s seats, 
which, if less elaborately finished in «^rmtecture and 
garden grounds, than the lovelv \dlas on the Thames, 
are still beautiful objects to gaze upon as you float 
rapidly past on the bioud silvery stre.im that washes 
their lawns. They piesent a picture of wealth and en- 
joyment that accords well with that noble city to winch 
they ai e an appendage One* mansion unesfed our 
attention, not only from its being more than usually 
huge and splendid, hut fi om its having the monument 
which marked the family resting-place, rearing itself in 
all the gloomy grandeur of black and white marble, 
exactly opposite the door of entrance. 

In Virginia and Mai > land we had remarked that almost 
every family mansion had its little gia\e yard, sheltered 
by locust and cypress trees ; but this decorated dw elling 
of* the dead seemed rather a melancholy ornament in the 
grounds. 

We had, for a considerable distance, a view' of the 
dwelling of Joseph Honapai te, w luc h is situated on the 
New Jersey shore, in the midst of an extensne tract of 
land, of which he is the proprietor. 

Here the ex-monarch has built several houses, which 
are occupied by French tenants. The country is very 
flat, but a terrace of two sides lias been raised, com- 
manding a line reach of the Delaware River ; at the 
point where this terrace forms a right angle, a lofty cha- 
pel has been erected, which looks very i*uch like an 
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observatory; I admired the ingenuity with which the 
Catholic princtfhas united lus religion and his Jove of a 
fine terrestrial prospect. The highest part of the build- 
ing presents, m ever} direction, the appearance of an 
immense cross; the tiansept, if I mav \o expicss it, 
being formed by the piojection of an ample balcony, 
which Mirroimds a tower. 

A Quaker gentleman, liom Philadelphia, exclaimed, 
as he g i/ed on the mansion, k * Tlieie we see a monument 
of fallen loyalty ! Strange! that dethroned kings should 
seek and lind then best stiong-hold m a Republic." 

Thme was mine of philosophy tlian of ^eorn m his 
accent, and lie countenance was t lie.* sy mbol of' gentle- 
ness and benevolence, but 1 o\ei heard many unquaker- 
like jokes from others, as to the eomfoitable ii^iimiicc a 
would-be king must feel of a faithful alliance between 
lus bead and ohouldcis. 

At Trenton, the capital of New Jciscy, we left our 
smoot hi} -gliding eoinfoiUtblebo.it tot the most detestable 
stage-couch that cvc» C’hiistian built to dislocate the 
joints of his fellow-men. Ten id t he -c t m I tu mg mac lime" 
weie crammed full of the p.is-eagiis who left the boat 
with us. The change m om movement was not more 
reinai kahle t ban that which took place m the tempers 
and countenances of om fellow -tiuxeller*.. Gentlemen 
who had lounged on sofas, .rid balanced themselves m 
chans, all the way fiom Philadelphia, with all the con- 
scious fascinations of stiff stays Uiid net k-cloths, which, 
wdnle doing to death the ias!i beautus who ventured to 
gaze, seemed but a whalebone panoply to guard the 
wearer, these piettv youths so guarded from without, so 
sweetly at peace w itinn, now ci ushed beneath their ar- 
mour, looked more like victims on the wheel, than dan- 
dies armed for coni] nest ; their w halebones seemed to 
enter into their souls, and every face grew grim and 
scowling. The pretty ladies too, with their expansive 
bonnets, any one of which might handsomely have filled 
the space allotted to thiee, — how sad the change! I 
almost fancied they must have begn of the race of Un- 
dine, and tlmt it was only when they heard the splashing 
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of water that they could smile. As I Rooked into the 
elided eves of my companions. I was tempted to ask, 
'•Look I as cross as yon Indeed, 1 belic\e that, if 
possible, I looked ciosser still, for tin* loads and the 
velmie together weit* (juite too much tor my phi- 
losophy. J 

At length, however, we found ourselves alive onboard 
the boat which was to convey us down the Karaton 
]{ i v( r to New Ym k. 

We {wily intended to have gone to bed, to heal our 
boot's, on entering the .steam-boat, but the sight of a ta- 
bic neatly queud dcUTimm d us to go to dinnei instead. 
Sm and .shame would it liave been, indeed, to ha\e 
closed our t*\ es upon the scene w I ik li soon opened be- 
fore us. I have never seen the bay of Naples, I ran 
theicfoie make no c ompai ison, but m\ imagination is in- 
capable of conceiving any thing of the kind more be :u- 
tiful than tht' haibour of New York. Venous and lovely 
are the object- which meet the e\eon even udc.but 
the naming them would only hi' to give a list ol' wools, 
without conveying the faintest idea of the siene. 1 
doubt it ever the pencil of Turner could do it justice, 
bright and glorious as ;t rose upon us. We seeim tl to 
enter the haibour of New ^ oi k upon waves of liquid 
gold, and as we daited past the green isles which nw 
from its bosom, like guardian ceutmels of the fair city, 
the stating sun stretched his horizontal beams farther 
and father at each moment, as if to point out to us Mime 
new glory in the landscape. 

New Yoik, indeed, appeared to m, even when we saw 
it by a soberer light, a lovely and a noble city. To us 
who bad been so long travelling through lialf-ck art d 
forest^, and sojourning among an “ J’m a.s-good-as-y on" 
population, it seemed, perhaps, more beautiful, more 
splendid, and more refin. d than it might have done bad 
we arrived dune directly from London, but nailing 
every allowance for this, I must still declare that I think 
New York one of the finest cities I ever saw, and as 
much superior to every other in the Union (Philadelphia 
not excepted), as London to Liverpool, or Rtris to Kouen. 
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Its advantages of position are, perhaps, unequalled any 
where. Situated on an island, which I think it will one 
day cover, it uses like Venice, ftom the sea, and like that 
f’auest of cities in the days of her glory, receives into its 
la}) tribute of all the riches of the eaitli. ' 

The southern point of Manhattan Island divides the* 
waters of the harbour into the noith and east rivers ; on 
this point stands the city of New Yoik, extending from 
river to nvei, and 1 mining noithward to the extent of 
three or four miles. I think it covers neatly as much 
giound as Paris, hut is much less tlnckl} peopled. The 
exti erne point is fortified tow aids the sea by a batter), 
and forms an admirable point of defence ; but m these 
piping days of peace, it is converted into a public pro- 
menade, and one more beautiful, I should suppose, no 
city could boast. loom hence commences the splendid 
Broadwa) , as the fine avenue is called, w Inch i uns through 
the whole city. This noble street may vie with any I 
ever saw, for its length and breadth, its handsome shops, 
neat awnings, excellent troltoir , and v\ ell-dicsscd pedcs- 
ti mils. It has not the crowded glitter of Bond Street 
eq m pages, nor the gorgeous fionted palaces of Regent 
Street , but it is magnificent m its extent, and orna- 
mented by seveial handsome buildings, some of them 
surrounded by grass and trees. The Park, in which 
stands the noble city-hall, is a very fine area. I never 
found that the most graphic description of a city could 
gi\e me any feeling of being there; and even il others 
have the power, Iain very sure I have not, of setting 
churches and squares, and long drawn streets, before the 
mind’s eye. I will not, theiefore, attempt a detailed de- 
scription of this great inetiopolis of the new world, but 
will only say that during the seven weeks we stayed 
there, we always found something new to see and to ad- 
mire ; and were it not so very far from all the old world 
things which cling about the heart of an European, I 
should say that I never saw a city more desirable as a 
residence. 

The dwelling houses of the higher classes are ex- 
tremely hanik'ome, and very richly furnished. Silk or 
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satin furniture is as often, or oftener, seen than chintz; 
the mirrors are as handsome as m London ; the cheffomcrs, 
slabs, and maible tables as elegant; and in addition, they 
have all the pretty tasteful decoration of French porce- 
lain, and oi-imllu m much greater abundance, because 
at a much cheaper rate 1 . Every part of their bouses is 
well carpeted, and the exterior finishing, such as steps, 
railings, and door frames, ai e very Miperior. Almost 
even house has handsome gieen blinds on the outride, 
balconies air not ver\ gencial, nor do the houses display, 
extunullv, so many flowers as those of Palis and Lon- 
don ; but I saw man} moms deem ated w itlnn, evacfly 
like those of an European petite maitiesse. Little tables, 
looking and smelling like tlowei heals, poi tfobos, nick 
nacks, bionzes, btMs, < aniens, and alabaster vases, jJlus- 
tiated copies of lad\-bke ibyn.es bound in silk, and, 
m short, all the eo\c omulities of the drawmg-ioom scat- 
tered about with the same profuse and studied negligence 
as with us. 

Hudson Square and its neighbourhood is, I believe, 
the most fashionable pait of the tow n ; the square is beau- 
tiful, excellently well planted with a gi cat vaiuty of trees, 
and only wanting our frequent and careful mowing to 
make it equal to an} squaie m London. 'Hie non railing 
which surrounds this enelosme is as high and as hand- 
some as that of the Tmlleries, and it will give some idea 
of the care bestowed on its deeoiation, to know that the 
gravel for the walks was conveyed b) barges from Bos- 
ton, not as ballast, but as freight. ♦ 

The great defect in the houses is their extreme uni- 
formity — when you have seen one pm have seen all. 
Neither do I quite like the an alignment of the rooms. 
In nearly all the houses the dining and drawing-rooms 
are on the swine floor, with ample folding-doors between 
them ; when thrown together they certainly make a very 
noble apartment ; but no doors can be barrier sufficient 
between dining and drawing-rooms. Mixed dinner 
parties of ladies and gentlemen, however, are very rare, 
which is a great defect in the society ; not only as de- 
priving them of the most sociable and hospiudde maimer 
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was extremely well got up, and on this occasion we saw 
the Park Theatre to advantage, for it was hiked with well- 
dressed company ; but still we saw many “ >et unrazored 
lips” polluted with the grim tinge of the hateful tobacco, 
and heard, without ceasing, the spitting, which of course 
is its consequence. If their theatres had the orchestra 
of the Feydeau, and a choir of angels to boot, I could 
ind but little pleasure, so long as they were followed 
by this running accompaniment o ['thorough base. 

Whilst at New York, the prospectus of a fashionable 
boarding-school was piesented to me. I made some 
extracts from it, as a specimen of the enlarged scale of 
instruction proposed lor young females. 

“Brooklyn Collegiate Institute 
lor Young Ladies, 

Brooklyn Heights, opposite the City of 

New York. 

JLNIOR DEPARTMENT. 

Si ilh Cfas\. 

Latin Grammar, Libor Primus ; Jacob’s Latin Reader, 
(first part) ; Modern Geogiaphy , Intellectual and Piac- 
tical Aiitlnnetie finished; l)r. Bather's Grammar ot 
Elocution; Writing, Spelling, Composition, and Vocal 
Music*. 

Fifth Class. 

Jacob's Latin Reader, (second part); Roman Anti- 
quities, Sallust ; Clark’s Introduction to the Making of 
Latin ; Ancient and Sacred Geography ; Studies of 
Poetry; Short 'Treatise on Rhetoric; Map Drawing, 
Composition, Spelling, and Vocal Music. 

| Fourth Class. 

Cmsar's Commentaries ; first five books of Virgil’s 
TEneid ; Mythology ; Watts on the Mind ; Political 
Geography, (Woodbridge’s large work) ; Natural His- 
tory ; Treatise on the Globes ; Ancient History ; Studies 
pf Poetry concluded ; English Grammar, Composition, 
Spelling, and Vocal Music. 
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SENIOR DEPARTMENT. 

Third Class. 

Virgil, (finished); Cicero’s Select Orations; Modern 
History ; Plane Geometry ; Moral Philosophy ; Critical 
Reading of Young’s Poems ; Perspective Di awing ; Ilhe- 1 
toric ; Logic, Composition, and Vocal iftnsic. 

Second C/ass. * 

Livy ; Horace, (Odes) ; Natural Theology ; small 
Compend of* Ecclesiastical History ; Female Biography 
Algebra , Natural Philosophy, (Mechanics, Hydrostatics 
Pneumatics, and Acoustics); Intellectual Philosophy 
Evidences of (’hi istianity ; Composition, and Voca 
Music. 

First Class. 

Horace, (finished) ; Tacitus ; Natural Philosopliy. 
(Electricity, Optics, Magnetism, Galvanism); Astro* 
noniy, Chemistry, Mineralogy, and Geology; Compend 
of Political Economy ; Composition, and Vocal Music. 

The French, Spanish, Italian, or Greek languages may 
be attended to, if required, at any time.” 

The Exchange is very handsome, and ranks about 
midway between the heavy gloom that hangs over our 
London merchants, and the light and lofty elegance 
which decorates the Bourse at Paris. The churches are 
plain, but very neat, and kept in perfect repair within 
and without ; but I saw none which had the least pre- 
tension to splendour ; the Catholic Cathedral at Balti- 
more is the only church in America which has. 

At New York, as every where else, they show' within, 
during the time of service, like beds of tulips, so gay, so 
bright, so beautiful, are the long rows of French bonnets, 
and pretty faces ; row's but rarely broken by the unrib- 
boned heads of the male population ; the proportion is 
about the same as I have remarked elsewhere. Except- 
ing at New York, I never saw the other side of the pic- 
ture, but there I did. On the opposite side of the North < 
River, about three miles higher up, is a place called 
Hoboken. A gentleman who possessed a handsome 
mansion and grounds there, also possessed the right of 
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ferry, and to render this productive, lie lias restricted 
^ his pi easure-grounds to a few beautiful acres, laying out 
the remainder simply and tastefully as a public walk. 
It is hardly possible to imagine one of greater attraction ; 
a broad belt of light underwood and flowering shiubs, 
studded at internals with lofty forest trees, runs for two 
miles along a cliff which overhangs the matchless Hud- 
son; sometimes it feathers the rocks down to its \ cry 
margin, and at others leaves a pebbly shore, just rude 
enough to break the gentle waves, and make a music 
which mimics softly the loud chorus of the ocean. — 
Thiough this beautiful little w ood a broad well-gravelled 
terrace is led by every point which can exhibit the sce- 
nery to advantage; nai rower and wader paths diverge at 
intervals, some into the deeper shadow' oi the woods, and 
some shelving gradually to the pretty coves below. 

The puce of entrance to tins little Eden is the six 
cents 3 ou pay at the ferry. We went there on a bright 
Sunday afternoon, expressly to see the humours of the 
place. Many thousand persons w T ere scattei ed through 
the grounds; of these we ascertained, by repeatedly 
counting, that nineteen-tw entieths w ere men. The lathes 
were at church. Often as the subject has pressed upon 
my mind, I think I never so strongly felt the conviction 
that the Sabbath-day, the holy day, the day on which 
llone the great majority of* the Christian world can spend 
their hours as they please, is ill passed, (if passed entirely) 
within buck walls, listening to an earth-born preacher, 
aharm he never so wisely.* 

“ Oh 1 how can they renounce the boundless store 
Of charms, which Nature to her \ot’ries yields 1 
The waibhng woodland, the resounding shore, 

The pomp of gro\es, and garniture of fields, 

AH that the genial ray of morning gilds. 


* Compare a Sunday, the greater part of which is passed in chinch, 
ind the rest m rigid abstinence from every occupation which nature 
:ems to have made congenial to the mind of man, with the s-mple, 
Wy, patriaichal Sunday oi S’ r Waite i Scott, as described m that 
1st perfect of all existing biographies, Lochart’s life of him. 
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And all that echoes to the son# of even, 

All (hat the mountain’s sheltering hosom yields, 

And all .jhe dread magnificence of heaven , 

Oh 1 how can they renounce, and hope to he foigi\en 1 

How is it that the men of America, who are reckoned 
good husbands and good lathers, while dhey themselves 
enjoy suifieient freedom of spirit to permit their walking 
forth into the temple of the living God, can leave those 
they love best on earth hound m the iron chains of a 
most tyrannical fanaticism ? How can the} breathe the 
balm\ air, and not think of the tainted atmosphere so 
hea\ lly w ciglmig upon bi easts still deaiei than their own r 
How can they gaze upon the blossoms of the spring, and 
not remember the l«m ei diet ks of their \ oung daughters, 
waxing pale, as they sit for long suitiy houis, Hummed 
with hundreds of fellow uctim.s, listening to the roniing 
vanities of a preacher, canonized by a college of old 
women? They cannot think Jt needful to sal\ ation, or 
they would not withdraw themselves. Wheidbre is it? 
Do they fear these self-elected, self-ordained pucsts, and 
oiler up their w ives and daughters to propitiate them ? 
Or do they deem their hebdomadal freedom more com- 
plete, because their waves and daughtci s are shut up four 
or five times in the day at church or chapel ? It is true, 
that at Iloboken, as everywhere else, there are reposoires , 
which, as you pass them, bHst the sense for a moment, 
by locking forth the fumes of whisky and tobacco, and it 
may be that these cannot be entered with a wife or 
daughter. The proprietor of the grounds, however, has 
contrived with great taste to render these abominations 
not unpleasing to the eye ; there is one in particular, 
which has quite the air of a Grecian temple, and did they 
drink wine instead of whisky, it might be inscribed to* 
Bacchus ; but in this particular, as in many others, the 
ancient and modern republics differ. 

It is impossible not to feel, after passing one Sunday in 
the churches and chapels of New York, and the next in 
the gardens of Hoboken, that the thousands of well- 
dressed men you see enjoying themselves at the latter, 
have made over the thousands of well-dressed women you 
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saw exhibited at the former, into the hands of the priests, 
at least, for a da). The American people arrogate to 
themselves a character of supeiior morality ?md leligion, 
but tins division of their hours of leisure does not give me 
a favourable idea of either. 

1 visited all tlyj exhibitions m New York. The Medici 
of the Republic must exert themselves a little moie 
before these can become even respectable. The worst of 
the business is, that with the exception of about half a 
dozen individuals, the good citi/cns aie moie than eon- 
tent id, they aie delighted. 

The newspaper lungs of the* Republic bieathe To 1 1 h 
piaise and tiiumph, nay, almost pant with eestaey in 
pcakmg of the 11 nativ e < he/ <1 <viro c.s. I should be baldly 
believed weie 1 to i elate the instances flinch 1(11 m my 
v,aj, of the inter ignoiume lespectmg pictures to be 
laund among poisons of the Just $ landing m society. 
Often wheie a hbeiul spmt exists, and a wish to pati onise 
the fine arts is expressed, it is joined to a profundity of 
jgnotance on the subject almost inconceivable. A doubt 
as to the excellence of their artists is veiy nervously 
leceived, and one gentleman, with much civ (lit) , told me, 
that at the present era, all the woild weic aware that 
competition was pretty well at an end between our two 
nations, and that a little envy might naturally be expected 
to mix with tlic surprise with which the mother country 
beheld the distance at which her colonies were leaving 
her behind them. 

I must, however, do the few artists with whom I be- 
came acquainted, the justice to say, that their own 
pretensions are much more modest than those of their 
jpatrons for them. I have heard several confess and de- 
tpiorc their ignorance of drawing, and have repeatedly 
remarked a sensibility to the merit of European artists, 
though perhaps only known by engravings, and a defer- 
ence to their authority, which showed a genuine feeling 
for the art. In fact, I think that there is a very consi- 
derable degree of natuial talent for painting in America, 
i but it has to make its way through darkness and thick 
night. When an academy is founded, their first care is 
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to bang the walls of its exhibition room with all the un- 
utterable trash that is ottered to them. No living models 
are sought i'cft ; no discipline as to the manner of study 
is enforced. Boys w ho know no more' of human form, 
than they do of the eyes, nose, and mouth in the moon, 
begin painting portraits. If some of them would only 
throw away their palettes for a year, and learn to draw ; 
if they would attend anatomical lectures, and take notes, 
not in words, but in forms, of joints and muscles, their 
exhibitions would soon cease to be so utterly below 7 
criticism. 

The most interesting exhibition open when I was there 
w r as, decidedly, Colonel Trumbull's, and how 7 the pa- 
triots of America can permit this truly national collection 
to remain a profitless burden on the hands of the artist, 
it is difficult to understand. Many of I he sketches are 
masterly; but, like his illustrious countryman, West, his 
sketches are his chef d'mivu’s. 

I can imagine nothing more perfect than the interior 
os the public institutions of New York. Theie is a prac- 
tical good sense in all their arrangements, that must 
strike foreigners very forcibly. The Asylum for the 
Destitute otters a hint worth taking. It is dedicated to 
the reformation of youthful offenders of both sexes, and 
it is as admirable in the details of its management as in 
its object. Every part of the institution is deeply inter- 
esting ; but there is a difference very remarkable be- 
tween the bo)s and the girls. 'Die hoys are, I think, the 
finest set of lads I ever saw brought together; biight- 
looking, gay, active and full of intelligence. I he girls 
are exactly the reverse; heavy, listless, indifferent, and 
melancholy. In conversing with the gentleman who is 
the genera] superintendant of the establishment, I made 
the lemark to lum, and he told me that the reality cor- 
responded with the appearance. All of them had been 
detected in some act of dishonesty ; but the boys, when 
removed from the evil influence which had led them so 
to use their ingenuity, rose like a spring when a pressure 
is withdrawn; and feeling themselves once more safe 
from danger and from shame, hope and cheerfulness ani- 
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mated every countenance. But the poor girls, on the 
contrary, can hardly look up again. They aie as different 
as an oak and a lily after a storm. The^ne. when the 
fresh breeze blows over, shakes the raindrops from 
its crest, and only looks the brighter; the other, its 
silken leaves qnce soiled, shrinks from the eje, and is 
levelled to the earth for ever. 

We spent a delightful day in New Jersey, in visiting, 
with a most agreeable party, the inclined planes, which 
are used instead of locks on the Morris canal. 

This is a very interesting work ; it is one among a 
thousand which prove the people of America to be the 
most enterprising m the world. 1 w r as informed that this 
important canal, which connects the witters of the Hud- 
son and the Delaware, is a hundred miles long, and in 
this distance overcomes a variation of level amounting to 
sixteen hundred feet. Of this, fourteen hundred are 
aehieveel by inclined planes. The planes average about 
sixty feet of perpendicular lift each, and are 1 to support 
about forty tons. The time consumed in passing them is 
twelve minutes for one bundled feet of perpendicular 
rise. The expense is less than a third of what locks 
would be for surmounting the same rise. If we set 
about any more canals, tins may be worth attending to. 

The Morris canal is certainly an extraordinary work ; 
it not only varies its level sixteen hundred feet, but at 
one point runs along the side of a mountain at thirty feet 
above the tops of the highest buildings in the town of 
Paterson, below ; at another, it crosses the falls of the 
Passaic in a stone aqueduct, sixty feet above the w r ater 
^n the river. This noble work in a great degree owes 
its existence to the patriotic and scientific energy of Mr. 
Cadwallader Colden. 

There is no point in the national character of the 
Americans which commands so much respect as the 
boldness and energy with which public works are under- 
taken and carried through. Nothing stops them if a pro- 
fitable result can be fairly hoped for. It is this which 
has made cities spring up amidst the forests with such 

u 
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inconceivable rapidity; and could they once be tho- 
roughly persuaded that any point of the ocean had a 
hoard of. dollars beneath it, I have not the slightest doubt 
that in about eighteen months we should see a snug co- 
vered rail -road leading direct to the spot. 

f' 

I was told at New York, that in many parts of the 
state it was usual to pay the service of the Presbyterian 
ministers m the following manner. Once a year a day is 
fixed, on which some member of every lumiJy in a con- 
gregation meet at their minister’s house m the afternoon. 
They each bring an ofleiing (according to their means) of 
articles necessary for housekeeping. The poorer mem- 
bers leave their contributions in a large basket, placed 
for the purpose close to the door of entrance. Those 
of more importance, and more calculated to do honour 
to the piety of the donors, are carried into the room 
where the company is assembled Sugar, coffee, tea, 
cheese, barrels of flour, pieces of Irish linen, sets of 
china and of glass, were among the articles mentioned to 
me as usually making parts of these olfenngs. After the 
party is assembled, and the business of giving and re- 
ceiving is dispatched, tea, coffee, and cakes are handed 
round , but these are not furnished at any expense either 
of trouble or money to the minister, for selected Judies 
of the congregation take the whole arrangement upon 
themselves. These meetings are called spinning visits. 

Another New York custom, which does not seem to 
have so reasonable a cause, is the changing house once 
a year. On the 1st of May the city of New York has 
the appearance of sending oft’ a population flying from 
the plague, or of a town which had surrendered on con- 
dition of carrying away all their goods and chattels, 
liich furniture and ragged furniture, carts, waggons, and 
drays, ropes, canvas, and strawy packers, porters, and 
draymen, white, yellow, and black, occupy the streets 
from east to west, from north to south, on this day. 
Every one I spoke to on the subject complained of this 
custom as most annoying, but all assured me it was un- 
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avoidable, if you inhabit a rented bouse. More than one 
of niv New York friends have built or bought houses 
solely to avoid this annual inconvenience. 

There are a great number of negroes in New York, all 
free; their emancipation having been completed m 1S£7. 
Not even m Philadelphia, where the anti-slavery opinions 
have been the most active and violent, do the blacks ap- 
pear to wear an air of so much consequence as they do 
at New Yoik. They have several chapels, in which 
negro ministers officiate; and a theatre, in which none 
but negroes perforin. At this theatre a gallery is appro- 
priated to such whites as choose to visit it ; and here 
only are they permitted to sit, following in tins, with 
nice etiquette, and equal justice, the arrangement of the 
white theatres, in all of which is a gallery appropriated 
sole!} to the use of the blacks. I have often, particu- 
larly on a Sunday, met groups of negroes, elegantly 
dressed ; and have been sometimes amused by obsemng 
the very superior air of gallantry assumed by the men, 
when in attendance on their belles , to that of the whites 
in similar circumstances. On one occasion we met in 
Broadw ay a young negress in the extreme of the fashion, 
and accompanied by a black beau, whose toilet was 
equally studied; eye-glass, guard-chain, nothing was 
omitted ; he walked beside his sable goddess uncovered, 
and with an air of the most tender devotion. 

At the window of a handsome bouse which they were 
passing, stood a very pretty white girl, with two gentle- 
men beside her; but, alas ! both of them had their hats 
on, and one was smoking ! 

If it were not for the peculiar manner of walking, 
which distinguishes all American women, Broadway 
might be taken for a French street, where it was the 
fashion for very smart ladies to promenade. The dress 
is entirely French ; not an article (except perhaps the 
cotton stockings) must he English, on pain of being 
stigmatised as out of the fashion. Every thing English 
is decidedly manvais ton ; English materials, English 
fashions, English accent, English manner, are all terms 
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of reproach ; and to say that an unfortunate looks like* 
an English woman, is the crudest satire which can be 
uttered. 

J remember visiting France almost immediately after 
we had made the most offensive invasion of her territory 
that can well be imagined: yet, despite the feelings 
which lengthened years of war must have engendered, it 
was the fashion to admire every thing English. I sup- 
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pose family quarrels are more difficult to adjust; for 
fifteen yeais of peace have not been enough to calm tilt* 
angry feelings of brother Jonathan towards the land of 
his fathers, 

“»Thv which he luileth passing well.” 

It is hardly •needful to say that the most courteous 
amenity of manner distinguishes the reception given to 
toreigners 1)} ? the patrician class of Americans. 

Gentlemen, m the old world sense of the term, are the 
same every wheie; and an American gentleman and his 
family know how' to do the honours of their country to 
strangeis of every nation, as well as any people on eaith. 
I>ut this class, though it decidedly exMs, is a va ry small 
one, and cannot m juslice he repiesented as affoidmy a 
specimen of the whole. * 

4 - ft S Y * 4 

Most of the houses in New York are painted on the 
outside, but m a manner carefully to avoid chsfigmmg 
die material which it preserves; on the eonlraty, nothing 
can be neater. They arc* now using a gitat deal of a 
beautiful stone called Jcisey fiecstone*, it is of a warm 
rich brown, and extremely ornamental to the city wheie- 
evei it has been employed. They liave also a grey 
granite of great beauty. The trottoir paving, m most of 
the streets, is extremely good, being of large flag stones, 
very superior to the bucks of Philadelphia. 

At night the shops, which are open till very late, are 
brilliantly illuminated with gas, and all the population 
seem as much alive as m London or Paris. This makes 
the solemn stillness of the evening hours m Philadelphia 
more remarkable. 

There are a few trees in different parts of the city, and 
1 observed many young ones planted, and guarded with 
much care* were they more abundant it would be ex- 
tremely agreeable, for the reflected light of their tierce 
summer sheds intolerable day. 

Ice is m profuse abundance ; I do not imagine that 
there is a house in the city without the luxury of a piece 
of ice to cool the water, and harden the butter. 
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The hackney coaches are the best in the world*, but 
abominably dc^ir, and it is necessary to be on the qui vive 
in making your bargain with the driver; if you do not, 
lie has the power of charging innnodei ately. On rny 
first experiment 1 neglected this, and was asked two dol- 
lars and a half for an excursion of twenty minutes. 
When I referred to the waiter of the hot'el- he asked if I 
had made a bargain. “No.” “Then J expect 5 ' (with 
the usual look of triumph) “that the Yankee has been too 
smart for you.” 

The private carriages of New York aie infinitely hand- 
somer and better appointed than any I saw elsewhere ; 
the want of smart liveries destroys much of the gay effect ; 
but, on the 1 whole* a New York summer equipage, with 
the pretty women and beautiful children it contains, look 
extremity well in Broadway, and would not be much 
amiss any where. 

The luxury of the New York aristocracy is not confined 
to the city , hardly an acre of M unhut ten Island but shows 
some pretty \ ilia or stately mansion. The most chosen of 
these are on 'the north and east rivers, to whose margins 
their law ns descend. Among those, perhaps, the loveliest 
is one situated in the beautiful village of Bloommgdale : 
here, w ithin the space of sixteen acres, almost every \ariety 
of garden scenery may be found. To describe all its 
diversity of hill and dale, of w ood and lawn, of rock and 
river, would be in vain ; nor can 1 convey an idea of it b}^ 
comparison, for I never saw any tiling like it. How far 
the elegant hospitality which reigns there may influence 
my impressions, I know not ; but, assuredly, no spot I 
have ever seen dwells more freshly on my memory, nor 
did I ever find myself in a circle more calculated to give 
delight in meeting and regret at parting, than that of 
Woodlawn. 


* Excepting those of Vienna. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 


KI'CIPTION 01 < \)']\)N II \SJT IIALL’s LOOK IN 1 1 1 F LMI'H) sf MI s 

Having now anivod nearly at tlic* end of our travels, I 
am induced, ere I conclude, again to mention what I con- 
sider as one of the most remaikable ti aits in the national 
charactei of the Americans; namely, their exquisite sen- 
sitheness and soreness respecting ev*'i \ thing said or 
written concerning them. Of this, peihaps, the most 
remarkable example 1 can give, is the eilcct produced on 
nearly e\ery ('lass of readers by the appeal ance of Captain 
Rasil Hall’s “ Travels in North America.” In tact it was 
a sort of moral earthquake, and the vibiation it occasioned 
through the nerves of the Uepublic, from one corner of 
the Union to the other, was by no means ower when 1 left 
the country in July, JSJ1, a couple of ) cans alter the 
shock. 

I was in Cincinnati when these volumes came out, but 
it was not till Jut), ISJO, that I proem ed a copy of them. 
One bookseller to whom I applied told me that he had 
had a few copies before lie undci stood the nature of the 
work, but that after becoming acquainted with it, nothing 
should induce lnni to sell another. Other peisons of bis 
profession must, however, have been less scrupulous, for 
the book was read in city, town, village, and hamlet, steam- 
boat, and stage-coach, and a sort of war-whoop was sent 
forth perfectly unprecedented in my recollection upon any 
occasion whatever. 

It was fortunate for me that I did not procure these 
volumes till I had heard them very generally spoken of, 
for the curiosity I felc to know the contents of a work so 
violently anathematised, led me to make inquiries which 
elicited a great deal of curious feeling. 
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An ardent desire for approbation, and a delieate sensi- 
tiveness under^censure, have always, 1 believe, been con- 
sidered as amiable traits of character ; but the condition 
into which the appearance of Uapt. Hall’s work threw the 
Republic, shows plainly that these feelings, if carried to 
excels, produce a weakness which amounts to imbecility. 

It was perfectly astonishing to hear meh, who, on other 
subjects, were ol sane judgment, utter their opinions upon 
this. I nevet heaui ol any instance m w hich the common 
sense generally found in national criticism \va* so over 
thrown by passion. I do not speak of the want ol justice, 
and of fair and liberal mterpi etation ; these, perhaps, w ei e 
hardly to be expected. Other nations have been called, 
thin-skinned, but + be citizens of the Union hav e, appa- 
tentiy, no skms at all ; they wince if a bicezc blows over 
them, uijless it be tempered with adulation. It was not, 
theicfoie, very suipiising that the acute and forcible ob- 
servations of a tiavellei they knew would be listened to, 
should be received testily. The extiaonlliiary featmes of 
the biiMMCo were, hut, the excess of the lage into which 
they lashed themselves; and, secondly, the pueiiiity of 
the inventions by which they attempted to account lot 
the seventy with winch they fancied they had been 
ti eated. 

Not content with diclaijng that the volumes contained 
no word of truth fiom beginning to end (which is an 
assertion I heaui made ve ry nearly as often as they were 
mentioned), the whole country set to w ork to chseovci 
the causes why Uapt. Ilall had visited the United States, 
and why he had published his book. 

I have heard it said, with as much precision and gravity 
as if the statement had been c onveyed !>y r ari official report, 
that Uapt. Hall had been sent out by the British govern- 
ment expressly for the purpose of checking the growing 
admiration of England for the government of the United 
State's, — that it was by a commission from the Treasury 
he had come, and that it w as only in obedience to orders 
that he had found any tiling to object to. 

I do not give this as the gossip of a coterie ; I am per- 
suaded that it is the belief of a very considerable portion 
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of the country. So deep is the convic tion of this singular 
people that they cannot he seen without # bemg admired, 
that they will not admit the possibility that an> one should 
honestly and smceiely find aught to disappio\e in them, 
or their country. 

At Phdadefplua I met with a little anonymous book, 
written to shovr tlut ( apt. Basil I loll w as m no way to be 
depended on, for that he not only slandeied the Ameri- 
cans, but was himself, in other respects, a person of very 
equivocal nioials. One proof of this is given by a quota- 
tion of* the following piavful account of' the distress occa- 
sioned by the want of a bell. The commentator calls it, 
an istanee of “ shocking coarseness.” 

“ One day S wasiathei lat( v lor breakfast, and, as there 
was no waiter m my jug. 1 set off. po-U haste, half shaved* 
half dressed, andmoie than ludl' vexed, m quest # of water, 
like a seaman on slant allowance, hunting foi mulcts on 
some unkiiow n coast 1 w cut up staii s, and downstairs, 
and in the course' of my lcscanhes into hall a do/en 
different apailmcnts, might have stumhlcd on some' lady’.- 
ehambei, as the' song savs which, couAdeimg the plight 
1 was in, would have bun awkwanl enough.” 

Another indication ol this moiul eoaiscness is pointed 
out m the passage wheie ('apt. Hall says, he never saw a 
flirtation all the 1 time ho w is m the* l inon. 

The charge of ingratitude also was echoed fiom mouth 
to mouth. That he should himsell beai testimony to the 
unvarying kindness of the reception he met with, and yet 
find fault with the country, was detlaied on all hands to 
be a proof of the most abominable ingratitude that it ever 
entered into the heart of man to conceive. I once ven- 
tured before about a do/en people to ask whether mou 
blame would not attach to an author, if' lie suffered him- 
self' to he bribed by individual kindness to falsify facts, 
than if', despite all personal considerations, he stated them 
truly ? 

Facts!” cried the whole circle at once, ‘‘facts! 1 
tell you there is not a word of fact in it from lx ginning 
to end.” 

The American Reviews are, many of them, I believe. 
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well known in England ; I need not, therefore, quote them 
here, but I sometimes wondered that they, none of them, 
ever thought of translating Obadiah’s curse into classic 
American ; if they had done so, only placing (he, llasil 
Hall, ) between brackets, instead of (lie, Obadiah), it would 
have saved them a world of trouble. 

I can hardly clesci ibe the curiosity whh which I sat 
down at length to peruse these tremendous \olumes; still 
less can 1 do justice to my surprise at their contents. To 
say that I found not one exaggerated statement through- 
out the work, is by no means saying enough It is im- 
possible for any one who knows the country not to see 
that Captain Hall earnestly sought out things to admire 
and commend. When he prai-es, it is with evident plea- 
sure; and when he finds fault, it is with evident reluctance 
and restraint, excepting where mothes purely patriotic 
urge him ro state roundly what it is for the benefit of his 
country should be known. 

In fact, Captain Hall saw the country to the greatest 
possible advantage. Furnished, of course, with letters of 
introduction h> the most distinguished individuals, and 
with the still more influential 1 ecommendation of Ins own 
reputation, he was received in full drawing-100111 style and 
state from one end of the Union to the other. lit' saw 
the country in full dress, and had little or no oppoit unity 
of judging of it unliouselled, unanointed, unannealed, 
with all its imperfections on its head, as I and my family 
too often had. 

Captain Hall had certainlj r excellent opportunities of 
making himself acquainted with the form of the govern- 
ment and the laws; and of receiving, moreover, the best 
oral commentary upon them, in conversation with the 
most distinguished citizens. Of these opportunities he 
made excellent use ; nothing important met his eye which 
did not receive that sort of analytical attention which an 
experienced and philosophical traveller alone can give. 
This has made his volumes highly interesting and valu- 
able ; but I am deeply persuaded, that were a man of 
equal penetration to visit the United States with no other 
means of becoming acquainted with the national character 
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than the ordinary working-day intercourse of life, he would 
conceive an infinitely lower idea of the moral atmosphere 
of the country than Captain Hall appear? to have done; 
and the internal conviction on my mind is strong, that if’ 
Chptain Hall had not placed a firm restraint on himself', 
he must have £iven expression to far deeper indignation 
than any he has uttered against many points in the Ame- 
rican character, with which he shows, from other circum- 
stances, that lie was well acquainted. His rule appears to 
have been to state just so much of the truth as would leave 
on the minds of his leaders a coirect impression, at the 
least tost of pain to the sensitive folks lie was wiiting 
about. He states his own opinions and feelings, and leaves 
it to be inferred that lie lias good grounds for adopting 
them, hut he spares the Amencans tfie bitterness which 
a detail of the en eumstanees would have pioduced. 

If any one chooses to say that some w leked Antipathy 
to twehe millions of stiangei s is the origin of my opinion, 

I must bear it; and were the question one of mere idle 
speculation, I certainly would not court the abuse I must 
meet for Mating it. Hut it is not so. I knpw that among 
the best, the most pious, the most benevolent of my coun- 
trymen, there are hundreds, nay, I fear thousands, who 
conscientiously believe that a greater degree of political 
and religious liberty (such as is possessed in Ainci >ea) 
would be beneficial for us. How often have 1 wished, 
during my abode in the United States, that one of these 
conscientious, but mistaken reasoners, fully possessed of 
his country's confidence, could pass a few years in the 
United States, sufficiently among the mass of the citizens 
to know them, and sufficiently at leisure to trace effects 
to their causes. Then might we look for a statement 
which would teach these mistaken philanthropists to 
tremble at every symptom of democratic power among 
us; a statement which would make even our sectarians 
shudder at the thought of hewing down the Established 
Church; for they would be taught, by fearful example, to 
know that it was the bulwark which protects us from the 
gloomy horrors of fanatic superstition on one side, and the 
still more dreadful inroads of infidelity on the other. And 
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more than all, such a man would see as clear as light, that 
where every class is occupied in getting money, and no 
class in spending it, there will neither he leisure for wor- 
shipping the theory of honesty, nor motive strong enough 
to put its restrictive doctrines in practice. Where every 
man is engaged in driving hard bargains with Ins fellows, 
where is the honoured class to be found, «into which geu- 
tlcman-Iike feelings, principles, and practice, are necessary 
as an introduction ? 

That there are men of poweifid intellect, benevolent 
hearts, and high moral feeling m America, 1 know' : and 
I could, if challenged to do so, name indiv id unis surpass'd 
bj r none of' any country in these qualities , but they aie 
excellent, despite their institutions, not in consequence of 
them. It is not by such that Captain Hall’s statements 
are called slandei s, nor is it from such that I shall meet 
the abuse which l well know these pages will inevitably 
draw upon me; and I only trust I may be able to muster 
as much sell-denial as my pi edeee c sor, who asserts, in Ins 
recently published £e Fiagments,’ ' iliat he has read none 
of the American criticisms on his book. lie did wisely, 
if lie wished to retain an atom of Ins kindly feeling tow ai d 
America, and he has, assuredly, lost but little on the score 
of information; for these criticisms, generally speaking, 
consist of mere dowmiglit personal abuse, or querulous 
complaints of’ lus ingratitude and ill usage of them; com- 
plaints which it is quite astonishing that any persons of 
spirit could indulge in. 

The following good-humoured paragraphs from the 
Fragments, must, I tlnnk, rather puzzle the Americans. 
Possibh they may think that Captain Ilall is quizzing 
them, when he says he has read none of their criticisms ; 
but I think there is in these passages internal evidence 
that he has not seen them. For if lie had read one-fiftieth 
part of the vituperation of his Travels, which L has been 
my misfortune to peruse, he could hardly have brought 
himself to write what follows. 

If the Americans still refuse to shake the hand proffered 
to them in the tine old John Bull spirit, they are worse 
folks than even 1 take them for. 
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Captain Hall, after describing the hospitable reception 
he formerly met with at a boarding-house m New York, 
goes on thus : — “ If our hostess be still alive, I hope she 
will not repent of having bestowed her obliging attentions 
on .one, who so many years afterwards made himself, he 
fears, less poplar in her land, than he could \u«h to be 
amongst a people to whom he owes so much, and for whom 
lie really leads so much kindness. He stdl anxiously 
hopes, however, they will believe him when he declares, 
that, having said m his recent publication no more than 
what he conceived was due to strict truth, and to the 
integrity of history, as far as his observations and opinions 
went, he still feels, as lie always has, and ever must con- 
tinue to feel towards America, the heartiest, good-will. 

“The Americans are perpetually u'peating that the 
foundation-stone of their liberty is fixed on the doctrine, 
that every man is free to form his own opinions*, and to 
promulgate them in candour and in moderation. Is it 
meant that a foreigner is excluded from these privileges? 
If not, may 1 ask, in what respect have I passed these 
limitations? The Americans have surely no lair right to 
be offended because my views differ from theirs; and yet 
1 am told I have been rudely bandied by the press of that 
country. If my motives are distrusted, I can only say, I 
am sorely belied. If I am mistaken, regret at my political 
blindness were surely more dignified than anger on the 
part of those with whom I differ ; and if it shall chance 
that I am in the right, the best confirmation of the cor- 
rectness of my views, in the opinion of indifferent persons, 
will perhaps be found in the soreness of those who wince 
when the truth is spoken. 

“ Yet, after all, few things would give me more real 
pleasure, than to know that my friends across the water 
would consent to take me at my word ; and, considering 
what 1 have said about them as so much public matter, 
which it truly is, agree to reckon me, in my absence, as 
they always did, when 1 was amongst them, and, I am 
sure, they would count me, if I went back again, as a 
private friend. I differed with them in politics, and I 
differ with them now as much as ever ; but I sincerely 
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wish them happiness individually ; and, as a nation, I shall- 
rejoice if they prosper. As the Persians write, “ What 
can I say more ? ” And I only hope these few words may 
help to make my peace with people who justly piide 
themselves on bearing no malice. As for myself, 1 have 
no peace to make ; lor I have studiously avoided reading 
any of the American criticisms on my hook, in order that 
the kindly feelings I have ever entertained towards that 
country should not he ruffled. By this abstinence I may 
lune lost some information, and perhaps missed many 
opportunities of correcting enoncous impressions. But I 
set so much store by the pleasing recollection of the 
journey itsdif, and of the hospitality with which my family 
were every where received, that whether it be right, or 
whether it be wrong, 1 cannot bring ni}self to read any 
thing which might disturb these agreeable associations. 
So let u» part in peace ; or, rather, let us meet again in 
cordial communication; and if this little work shall find 
its way acioss the Atlantic, 1 hope it will be read there' 
without reference to any tiling that has passed between 
us ; or, at all events, with reference only to those parts 
of our former intercourse which are satisfactoiy to all 
parties.” — flail's Fi ay meals, vol. i. p. i’OO. 

1 really think it is impossible to read, not only this 
passage, but many others m these delightful little volumes, 
without feeling that their author is as little likely to de- 
serve the imputation of harshness and ill-will, as any man 
that ever lived. 

In reading ("apt. Hall’s volumes on America, the ob- 
servation which, 1 think, struck me the most forcibly, and 
which certainly came the most completely home to my 
own feelings, was the following : — 

“ In all my travels, both amongst Heathens and amongst 
Christians, I have never encountered any people by whom 
I found it nearly so difficult to make myself understood as 
by the Americans.” 

I have conversed in London and in Paris with foreigners 
of many nations, and often through the misty medium of 
an idiom imperfectly understood; but I remember no?* 
instance in which I found the same difficulty in conveying’ 
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my sentiments, my impressions, and my opinions to those 
around me, as I did in America. Whatever faith may be 
given to my assertion, no one who has r it visited the 
country can possibly conceive to what extent it is true. 
It, is Jess necessary, I imagine, for tlie mutual under* 
standing of persons conversing together, that the language 
should be the same, than that their ordinary mode of 
thinking, and lnfbits of life, should, in some degree, assi- 
milate ; whereas, in point of fact, there is hardly a single 
point of’ sympathy between the Americans and us; but 
whatever the cause, the fact is certainly as I have stated 
it; and herein, I think, icsts the only apology for the pre- 
posterous and undignified anger felt and expressed against 
Capt: Hall’s woik. They really cannot, even if they 
wished it, enter into any of his views, or comprehend Ins 
most ordinary feelings ; and, therefore, they cannot believe 
in the sinceiity of the impressions he describe s. The 
candour which he expresses, and evidently feels, they 
mistake for irony, or totally distiust; his unwillingness to 
give pain to persons from whom he has received kindness, 
they scornfully reject as affectation ; and, although they 
must know right well, in their own secret hearts, how in- 
finitely more they lay at his mercy than he lias chosen to 
betray, they pietend, even to themselves, that he has 
exaggerated the had points of their character and insti- 
tutions ; whereas, the truth is, that he has let them off 
with a degree of tenderness which may he quite suitable 
for him to exercise, however little meiitcd ; while, at the 
same time, he has most industriously magnified their 
merits, whenever lie could possibly find any thing favour- 
able. One can perfectly well understand why Capt. Hall’s 
avow ed Tory principles should he disapproved of in the 
United States, especially as (with a questionable policy in 
a bookselling point of view, in these reforming times,) lie 
volunteers a profession of political faith, in w hich, to use 
Kentucky phrase, “ lie goes the whole hog,” and bluntly 
avows, in his concluding chapter, that he not only holds 
stoutly to Church and State, but that lie conceives the 
English House of Commons to be, if not quite perfect, at 
least as much so for all the required purposes of repre- 
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sentation as it can by possibility be made in practice. 
Such a downright thorough -going Tory and Anti- reformer, 
pretending to judge of' the workings of the American de- 
jnocratical system, was naturally held to be a monstrous 
abomination, and it has been visited accordingly, both, in 
America, and, as I understand, with us also. The expe- 
rience which Capt. Hall has acquired in visits to e\ery 
part of the world, during twenty or thirty years, goes for 
nothing with the Radicals on either side the Atlantic : on 
the contrary, precisely in proportion to the value of that 
authority which is the result of actual observation, arc 
they irritated to find its weight cast into the opposite 
scale. Had not Capt. Hall been converted by what he 
saw in North America, from the Whig faith he exhibited 
in his description of South America, his book would have 
been far more popular in England during the last two 
3'ears of, public excitement: it may, perhaps, be long 
before any justice is done to Capt. Hall’s book in the 
United States, but a less time will probably suffice to 
establish its claim to attention at home. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


JOl' RNTY TO NIAGARA. HUDSON. WIST TOINT. HYDE PARK. 

ALBANY. YANM1 S. TRENTON 1- ALLS. ItOCHFSTMU GENESEE 

FALLS. I0( K LORI . 

IIow quickly weeks glide away in such a city as New 
York, especially when you reckon among your friends 
some of the most agreeable people in either hemisphere. 
But we had still a long journey before us, and one of the 
wonders of the world was to be seen. 

On the 30th of May we set off for Niagara. I bad 
beard so much of the surpassing beauty of the North 
River, that I expected to be disappointed, and to find 
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reality flat after description. But it is not in t lie power 
of man to paint with a strength exceeding that of natuie, 
in such scenes as the Hudson present?. I n cry mile 
shows some new and startling effect of' the combination 
of»roeks, trees, and water ; there is no interval of flat or 
insipid scenery, horn the moment you enter upon the 
river at New \oi k, to that of* quitting it at Albany, a 
distance of* I SO miles. 

For the fit '■t twenty miles the shore of New Jersey, on 
the left, offeis almost a continued wall of’ trap rock, which 
from its perpendicular form, and lineal fissures, is called 
the Pahsados. This wall sometimes uses to the height of* 
a hundred and fifty feet, and sometimes sinks down to 
twenty. Ileie and there a watercourse hieaks its uni- 
formity ; and every where the hi ightest foliage, in all the 
splendour of’ the climate and the season, lunged and 
ehequeicd the daik harrier. On the opposite shore, 
Manhattcn Island, with its Italy coionct gemmed with 
villas, forms a lovely eontiast to these rocky heights. 

After parsing Manhattcn Island, the eastern shore 
gradually assumes a wild and rock)' character, hut ever 
vaiying; woods, lawns, pastures, and towering cliffs all 
meet the eve in quick succession, as the giant steam-boat 
cleaves Us swift passage up the stream. 

For several miles the vovnge is one of great interest, 
independent of its beauty, for it passes many points where 
important events of the revolutionary war took place. 

It was not without a pang that I looked on the spot 
where poor Andre was taken, and another where he was 
executed. 

Several forts, generally placed in most commanding 
situations, still show, by their battered ruins, where the 
struggle was strongest ; and I felt no lack of that moral 
interest so entirely wanting in the New States, and with- 
out which i^> journey can, I think, continue long without 
wearying the spirits. 

About forty miles from New York you enter upon the 
Highlands, as a series of mountains which then flank the 
tiver on both sides, are called. The beauty of this 
(scenery can only be conceived when it is seen. One 

x 
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might fancy that these capricious masses, with all their 
countless varieties of light and shade, were thrown toge- 
ther to show How passing lovely rocks and woods, and 
water could be. Sometimes a lofty peak shoots suddenly 
up into the heavens, show ing m bold relief against the 
sky ; and then a deep ravine sinks in solemn shadow, and 
draws the imagination into its leafy recesses. For several 
miles the river appears to foim a succession of lakes ; you 
are often enclosed on all sides by rocks rising diiectly 
from the very edge of the stream, and then you turn a 
point, the river widens, and again woods, lawns, and 
villages are reflected on its bosom. 

The state piison of Sing Sing is upon the edge of the 
water, and has no picturesque effect to atone for the 
painful images it suggests; the l - Sleepy Hollow” of 
Washington Irving, just above it, restores the imagination 
to a better tone. 

West Point, the military academy of the United States, 
is fifty miles fiom New Yoik. The scenery aiound it is 
magnificent, and though the buildings of the establishment 
are constructed with the handsome and unpieturesque 
regulaiity which marks the woik of governments, they 
are so nobly placed, and so embosomed m woods, that they 
look beautiful. The lengthened notes of a French horn, 
which I presume was attending some of their military 
manoeuvres, sounded with deep and solemn sweetness as 
we passed. 

About thirty miles further is IlydcPark, the magnificent 
seat of Dr. Ilosack ; here the misty summit of the distant 
Kaatskill begins to form the outline of the landscape ; it 
is hardly possible to imagine any tiling more beautiful 
than this place. We passed a day there with great en- 
joyment; and the following morning set forward again in 
one of those grand floating luftels called steam-boats. 
Either on this day, or the one before, we bad two hundred 
cabin passengeis on board, and they all sat down together 
to a table spread abundantly', and with considerable 
elegance. A contiual succession of gentlemen’s seats, 
many of them extremely handsome, borders the river to 
Albany. We arrived there late in the evening, but had 
no difficulty in finding excellent accommodation. 
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Albany is the state capital of New York, am! lias some 
very handsome public buildings; there are also some 
curious relies of the old Dutch inhabitant^. 

The first sixteen miles from Albany we travelled in a 
stage, to avoid a multitude of locks at the entrance of the 
Erie canal ; b»t at Ncenec tedy we got on board one of the 1 
canal packet-bpats for Utica. 

With a very delightful party of one’s own choosing, 
fine temperate weather, and a strong breeze to chase the 
mosquitos, this mode of travelling might be very agreeable, 
but I can hardly imagine any motive of convenience 
powerful enough to induce me again to imprison myself 
in a canal boat under ordinary circumstances. The ac- 
commodations being gieatly restricted, every body, from 
the moment of entering the boat, acts upon a system of 
unsin inking egotism. The library of a dozen books, the 
backgammon board, tin* tiny berths, the shady sale of the 
cabin, arc all josth d for in a manner to make one greatly 
envy the power of’ the snail; at the moment 1 would wil- 
lingly ha\ e given up some of my human dignity for the 
privilege of creeping into a shell of my ovvy. To any one 
wdio has been accustomed, in travelling, to be addressed 
with, u l)o sit here, you will find it more comfortable,” 
the You must go there, J made for this place first,” 
sounds very unmusical. 

There is a great quietness about the w omen of America 
(I speak of the exterior manner of persons casually met), 
but somehow or other, I should never call it gentleness. 
In such trying moments as that o £ Jijcitty themselves on 
board a packet-boat, the men are prompt, determined, and 
will compromise any body’s convenience, except their 
own. The women are doggedly stedfast in their will, 
and, till matters are settled, look like hedgehogs, with 
every quill raised, and firmly set, as if to forbid the 
approach jaf any one who might w ish to rub them down. 
In circumstances where an English woman would look 
proud, and a French woman non chain rite, an American 
lady looks grim : even the youngest and the prettiest can 
set their lips, and knit their brows, and look as hard and 
unsocial as their grandmothers. 
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Though not in the Yankee or New England country, 
we were bordering- upon it sufficiently to meet in the 
stages and bouts“niany delightful specimens of this most 
peculiar race. 1 like them extremely w ell, but I would 
not wish to have any business transactions with them, if 
I could avoid it, lest, to use their own pbiase, “ they 
should be too smart lor me." 

It is by no means rate to meet elsewhere, in this work- 
ing-day world of om\s, people who push acuteness to the 
verge of honesty, and sometimes, peihaps, a little bit 
beyond; blit, ! believe, the* Yankee is the only one who 
will be found to boast of doing so. It is by no means 
easy to give a clear and pist idea of a Yankee; lf'you 
hear his ehaiacter liom a Virginian, you will believe him 
a devil ; if you listen to it from himself, you might fancy 
him a god — though a tricky one : iMcrcmy turned 
righteous and notable. Matthews did veiy well, as far as 
“ I expect,” “ 1 calculate,” and “ I guess ;” hut this is 
only the shell; there is an immense deal within, both of 
sweet and hitter. In acuteness, cautiousness, industry', 
and persev erance, lie resembles the Scotch; m habits of 
frugal neatness, he resembles the Dutch; in love of lucre 
he doth greatly resemble the sons of Abraham; hut in 
frank admission, and superlative admiration of all his own 
peculiarities, he is like nothing on eaith but himself 

The Quakers have been celebrated for the pertinacity 
with which they avoid giving a direct answer ; but what 
Quaker could ever vie with a Yankee in this sort of 
fencing? Nothing, m fact, can equal their skill in evading 
a question, excepting that with which they set about 
asking one. I am afiaid that in repeating a conversation 
which 1 overheal d on board the Eiie canal boat, 1 shall 
spoil it, Iry forgetting some of the little delicate doublings 
which delighted me; yet I wrote it down immediately. 
Both parties w ere Yankees, but strangers to each other : 
one of them having, by gentle degrees, made himself 
pretty well aeqainted with the point from which every 
one on board had started, and that for which he was 
bound, at last attacked his brother Reynard thus: — 

“ Well, now, which way r may you be travelling?” 

“ I expect this canal runs pretty nearly^ west.” 
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“ Arc you going far with it ?” 

“Well, now, 1 don’t lighlly know how many miles it 
may be.” 

I expect you'll be horn Nrw York ^ ” 

“ Sure enough I have been at New York, often and 
often.” 

“ I calculate, then, '(is not there as you stop? ” 
u Business must be minded, m stopping and in storing,” 
44 You may say that. Well, I look then you’ll be 
making for the Spimgs " ” 

4j Folks siy as all tin 4 world is making for t lie Springs, 
and I expect a good sight of them is.” 

Do you calculate upon stopping long when you get 
to your journey’s end ^ ” • 

u Tin my busines' must settle that, I expect.” 

U 1 guess that’s true, too; but you’ll he Ipr making 
pleasure a business for once, 1 calculate^ *’ 

41 My business don’t often he in that line.” 
u 1 hen, may be, it is not the Spimgs as takes you tins 
line ? ” 

44 r fhe Spimgs is a light elegant plant 1 , k icckon.” 
u It is yom health, 1 ealculate, as makes yam la eak ymir 
good rules ? ” 

ik My health don’t trouble me muc h, 1 guess ” 

"No? Why that's wt'll. J I o’w is the maikcN, so'? 
Ai e bread stubs up ? ” 

44 I an’t just capable to say.” 

“ A deal of mould’s made 1 by jiwt looking after the 
article at the fountain’s head.” 
u You may say that.” 

4 * Do you look to be making great dealings in produce 
up the country ?” 

“ Why that, 1 expect, is difficult to know 
u 1 calculate you’ll find the markets changeable these 
times ? ” • 

u No markets ben ’t very often without changing ” 

" Why, that’s right, dowai true. What may he your 
biggest article of produce?” 

44 1 calculate, generally, that’s the biggest as 1 makes 
most by.” 
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“ You may say that. But what do you chiefly call your 
most particular branch ? ” 

“ Why, that’s what 1 can't justly ?>ay.” 

And so they went on, without advancing or giving an 
inch, till I was weary of listening ; hut I left them stTll 
at it when I stepped out to resume my station on a trunk 
at the bow of the boat, where 1 sciibbled in my note-book 
this specimen of Yankee conversation. 

•X ****** 

The Erie canal lias cut Enough much solid rock, and 
we often passed between magnificent cliffs. The little 
falls of the Mohawk form a lovely scene; the rocks over 
which tin' river runs are most fantastic in form. The fall 
continues nearly a mile; and a beautiful village, called the 
Little Tails, overhangs it. As many hx ks occur at this 
point, we (putted the boat, that we might the better enjoy 
the scenery, which is of the wildest description. Several 
other passengers did so likewise ; and I was much amused 
by one of oui Yankees, who very civilly accompanied our 
party, pointing out to me the wild state of the country, 
and apologising for it, b) saying that the propci ty all 
round thereabouts had been owned by an Englishman. 
“And you’ll excuse me, ma’am, but when theEnglish gets 
a spot of wild ground like this here, they have no notions 
about it like us ; but the Englishman have sold it, and if 
you was to see it five years lienee, you would not know 
it again ; I'll engage there will be by that half a score 
elegant factories — ' tis a true shame to let such a piivilege 
of waiter lie idle.” 

We reached Utica at twelve o’clock the following day, 
pretty we'll fagged by the sun by day, and a crowded 
cabin by night; lemon-juice and iced-water (without 
sugar) kept us alive. But for this delightful recipe, 
feather fans, and eau de Cologne, I think we should have 
failed altogether ; the thermometer stood at 90 A 

At two, we set off in a very pleasant airy carriage for 
Trenton Falls, a delightful drive of fourteen miles. These 
falls have become within the last few years only second 
in fame to Niagara. The West Canada Creek, which in 
the map shows but as a paltry stream, has found its way 
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through three miles of rock, which, at many points, is 
1 50 feet high. A forest of enormous cedars is on their 
summit; and many of that beautiful tyecics of white 
cedar which droops its branches like the weeping-willow, 
grow in the clefts of the rock, and in some places almost 
dip their darlt foliage in the torrent. The rock is of a 
dm k-grey lime, stone, and often presents a w all ofunbioken 
sm face. Near the hotel a lhght of very alarming steps 
leads down to the bed of the stream, and on leaching it 
you find yourself enclosed in a deep abyss of solid rock, 
with no visible opening but that above your head. The 
torrent dashes by with inconceivable rapidity; its colour 
is black as night ; and the daik ledge of rock on which 
you stand, is so ti eacheioudy level with it, that nothing 
warns you of danger. Within the last three years two 
3 ’oung people, though sun minded by their friends, have 
stepped an inch too far, and disappeared frcTm among 
them, as if by magic, newer to icvisit earth again. 
This broad flat lec-ge reaches byt a short distance, and 
then the perpendicular w all appears to stop your farther 
progress , but theie is a spirit of defiant^ in the mind of 
man : be will not be stayed either by rocks or wares, l>y 
the aid of gunpowder a sufficient quantity of' the lock has 
been removed to afford fearful footing round a point, 
which, when doubled, discloses a world of cataracts, all 
leaping forward together m most magnificent confusion 
I suffered considerably before I reached the spot where 
this grand scene is visible : a chain firmly fastened to the 
rock serves to hang by, as you creep along the giddy 
'verge, and this enabled me to proceed so far; but here 
the chain failed, and my courage with it, though the rest 
of the party continued for some w ay farther, and reported 
largely of still increasing sublimity. But my knees 
tottered, and my head swam ; so while the* rest ciept 
onward, \ sat down to wait their return on the floor of 
rock which had received us on quitting the steps. 

A hundred and fifty feet of bare black rock on one side, 
an equal height covered with solemn cedars on the other, 
an unfathomed torrent roaring between them, the fresh 
remembrance of the ghastly legend belonging to the spot, 
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and the idea of my eliildren clinging to the dizzy path I 
had left, was altogether sombre enough ; hut I had not 
sat long before » i tremendous buist of thunder shook the 
air; the deep chasm answered horn either side, again, 
again, and again; 1 thought the rock I sat upon trembled; 
but the whole effect was so" exceedingly giand, that 1 had 
no longer leisiuc to think of fear , my childien immedi- 
ately returned, and we cnjojed together the daikening 
shadows cast over the ub\ ss, t lie rival clamour of the 
torrent and the storm, and that delightful exaltation of 
the spirits which sets danger at defiance. A feu heavy 
ram drops alarmed us moie than all the teirois of the 
spot, or rathia they unaided our senses, and we reheated 
by the* feaiful steps, i caching mu hotel unwetted and un- 
harmed. The next morning we weie again eailv afoot, 
the last night’s storm hud lefreshed the an, and lenewed 
our strength. We now took a ddlei ent route , and instead 
of descending, as hefoie, walked tluough the daik forest 
along the cliff, suflicieiUh near its edge to catch fcai fill 
glimpses of the scene below . /VI U l some tune the path 
began to descend, and at length biought us to t lit* shanty, 
commemoraleif m Miss Sedgwick’s C'larenee. This is bv 
far the finest point of the falls There is a little balcony 
in fiont of the shant\, literally hanging over the tre- 
mendous whnlpool; though frful, it makes one limey 
oneself in safety, and reminded me of the feeling with 
which I have stood on one sale a high gate, watching a 
roaring hull on the other. The walls of this shanty are 
literally covered w ith autogiuphs, and 1 was inclined to 
join the laugh against the egotistical trifling, when one of 
the pm'ly discovered Trollope, Kngland,” amidst the in- 
numciuhlc scrawls. The well-known characters were 
hailed with si i cl i delight, tliat I think I shall never again 
kiugh at any one for leaving their name where it is possible 
a friend may find it. 

We returned to Utica to dinner, and found that w r e 
must either wait till the next day for the Rochester 
coach, or again submit to the packet-boat. Our impatience 
induced us to prefer the latter ; not very wisely, I think, 
for every annoyance seemed to increase upon us. The 
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Oneida and the Genesee country are both extremely 
beautiful, but had w# not returned by another route we 
should have known but little about it. ^lom the canal 
nothing is seen to ad\ antage, and v c ry little is seen at all. 
My chief amusement, 1 think, was derived fiom names. 
One town consisting of a whiskey stoic and a warehouse, 
is called Poi t Kyron. At Home 1 , the first name I saw- 
over a store was Keanus, doing infinite honour, I thought, 
to the classic lore of his godfathcis and godmothers, but 
it would be endless to lecord all the (holleries of this kind 
winch w e met with. We aimed at Kochester, a distance 1 
of a hundred and foity miles, on the 1 second morning after 
leaving Itiea, full\ dcfii mined never to enter a canal 
boat again, at least not in AmenYa. 

Uoeliester is one nl‘ i lit* most famous of the cities built 
on the 1 Jack and Pman-f- talk principle. 'There 1 are many 
splendid edifices m v\ oocl , and < ertamh m 01*41 houses, 
w alehouses, fact 01 its and steam-engines than ever w eie 
‘collected together m the 1 same 1 space of time; but 1 was 
told by a fellow -ti av el lor that the- '-tumps of the forest are 
still to be found firmlv rooted in the 1 celkus. 

'The 1 fall of the 1 Gcmcsce is close to the tflwn, and in the 
coins * 1 of a few months will, peihaps be m the middle of 
it. It is a noble slwet of watei, of a hundred and sixty 
feet perpendicular fall ; but I looked at it through the 1 
window of a factoiy, and as I did not like that, i was 
obligingly handed to the dooi -w ay of* a sawing-mill; m 
slioit, tw the great watei pnvilegt 1 ” has been so ingeniously 
takem advantage of, that no peynt can he found where its 
voice and its movement are not mixed and confounded 
with those of the u admiiablc machinery of this flom ishing 
city A 

The Genesee fall is renowned as being the last and 
fatal lcmp of* the adventurous madman Sam Patch ; be 1 had 
leaped it once before, and rose to the surface of the rivei 
in perfect safety ; but tlu* last time 1 he was seen to kilter 
as lie took the leap, and was newer heard of 11101c. It 
seems that he had some misgivings of lus late; for a pet 
bear, which he had always taken with him on his former 
break-neck adventures, and which bad constantly' leaped 
after him without injury, he on this occasion left behind, 
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in the care of a friend, to whom lie bequeathed him “ in 
case of his not returning.” We s®v the bear, which is 
kept at the principal hotel ; he is a noble creature, and 
more completely tame than I e\er saw any animal of the 
species. 1 

Our journey now became wilder every* step; the un- 
broken forest often skirted the road for miles, and the 
sight of a log-hut was an event. Vet the road was, for 
the greater part of the day, good, running along a natural 
ridge, just wide enough for it. This ridge is a very 
singular elevation ; and by all the inquiry I could make, 
the favourite theory concerning it is, that it was formerly 
tlu v boundary of Lake Ontario, near which it passes. 
When this ridge ceased, the road ceased too ; and for the 
rest of the way to Lockport, we were most painfully 
jumbled and jolted over logs and through bogs, till every 
joint wasiiieaily dislocated. 

I.ockport is, beyond all comparison, the strangest- 
looking place I ever beheld. As fast as half a dozen tiees 
were cut down, a factory was raised up; stumps still 
contest the giound with pillais, and porticos aie seen to 
struggle with tocks. It looks as if the demon of machi- 
nery, having invaded the peaceful realms of natme, had 
fixed on Lockport as the battle ground on which they 
should strive for mastery. The fiend insists that the 
streams should go one way, though the gentle mother had 
ever Jed their dancing steps another ; nay, the \ery rock** 
must fall before him, and take what form he wills. The 
battle is lost and won. Tviture is fairly routed, and driven 
from thg field, and the rattling, crackling, hissing, splitting 
demon has taken possession of Lockport forever. 

We slept there, dismally enough. I never felt more 
out of humour at what the Americans call improvement' 
it is, in truth, as it now stands, a most hideous place, and 
gladly did I leave it behind me. 

Our next stage w as to Lewiston : for some miles before 
we reached it we were within sight of the British frontier ; 
and we made our salaams. 

The monument of the brave General Brock stands on an 
elevated point near Queenstown, and is visible at a great 
distance. 
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We breakfasted at Lewiston, but felt every cup of coffee 
as a sin, so impatient were we, as we approached the end 
of oar long pilgrimage, to leach the shrine* which nature 
seems to have placed at such a distance from her worship- 
pers, on purpose to try the strength of their devotion. 

A few miles Inore would bring us to the high altar; but 
fust we had to cross the feiry, for we were detei mined upon 
taking our first view from British ground. The Nugaia 
river is very lovely here ; the banks ai e bold, rugged, and 
richly coloured, both by rocks and woods ; and the stream 
itself is bright, clear, and unspeakably green. 

In crossing tlu* feiry a fellow-passenger made* many 
inquiries of the young boatman respecting the battle of 
Queenstown : he was but a lad, and eoqld remember little 
about it ; but he was a Biitish lad, and bis ansvveis smapked 
strongly of his loyal lhitisli feeling. Among other tilings, 
[the questioner asked if many American citizens*had not 
'been tin own from the heights into the river. 

“ Why, yes, there was a good many of them ; but it 
was right to show them there was water between us, and 
you know it might help to keep the rest .of them from 
coming to trouble us on our own giomul.” 

Tins phrase, u our own ground,” gave interest to every 
mile; or I believe I should have shut my eyes, and tiiedto 
sleep, that I might annihilate what remained of time and 
space between me and Niagara. 

But I was delighted to see British oaks, and British 
roofs, and British boys and gnls. These latter, as if to 
impress upon us that they were not citizens, made bows 
| and courteseys as we passed, and tins little touch of long 
j unknown civility produced great effect. u See these dear 
children, mamma! do they not look English? how 1 love 
them ! " was the exclamation it produced. 
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XI H. AHA A K It I V \ T AT FokSAlIIIS IIKM' sic.!!” o| HIP PAILS 

GOAT 1SI \N'I> I III IGI'IDS HIM I Alt) r \ K I JKII < A \ A N- 

JJAK.NA SI \i.L-COACH VIA I M l K1 s. 

At length we reached Niagara. It was the brightest day 
tlmt June could give; and almost, any day would have 
seemed bright that brought me to the object which lor 
yeais i had languished to look upon. 

\\ e did not hear the sound of the Falls till very near the 
hotel, which overhangs them : as von enter the door \ou 
see behind the hall an open spare, sui rounded by galleries, 
one above another, and m an instant 3011 leel that from 
thence the wonder is visible. 

I tiembled like a fool, and my gills clung to me. 
trembling too, i believe 1 , but with luces beaming with de- 
light. We encountered a waiter who pad a sy mpathy ol 
some sort with us ; for he would not let us run through the , 
mill to the iirst galleiy, but usheied us up stairs, and 
another instant placed ns w licie, at one glance 1 , I saw' all 
1 had wished for, hoped for, dreamed of. 

It is not for me to attempt a descnption of Niagara; 1| 
feel I have) no powers for it. 

Alter one long stedfast gaze, we (putted the gallery, 
that we might approach still nearer, and in leaving the 
house had the gooel fortune to meet an English gentle- 
man*, who had been intioduccd to us at New Yoik; he 
had preceded us by a lew days, and knew exactly how 
and where to lead us. II* any man living can describe the 
scene we looked upon, it is himself, and 1 trust he will do 
it. As for myself, 1 can only say, that wonder, terror, 
and delight completely overwhelmed me. I' wept with 
a strange mixture^of pleasure and of pain, and certainly 
was, for some time, too violently affected 111 the physique 
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to be capable of modi pleasure ; but when this emotion 
of the senses subsided, and I had recovered some degree 
of composure, my Enjoyment was very great* indeed. 

To sax that I was not disappointed is but a weak ex- 
pression to convey the surpuse and astonishment w Inch 
this long-dream^d-of scene produced. Jt has to me some- 
thing beyond its vastnos; there is a shadowy m^ story 
hangs about it, which neither the eye nor even the ima- 
gination ( an penetrate; but I dare not dwell on thk. it is 
a dangerous subject, and an) attempt to desetibe the 
sensations piodueed must lead diieet to nonsense. 

Exactly at the ball, it is the Fall and nothing else you 
have to look upon , there are not, as at Trenton, mighty 
rocks and toweling forests, there is only the waterfall; 
but it is the fall of an ocean ; and w e»*e Pehon piled on 
Ossa, on cither sick' of it, w e could not look at them. 

I The noise is greatly less than I expected ; *>no can 
[hear with peifect distinctness every tiling said in an or- 
dinary tone, when quite close to the cataract. The cause 
'of this 3 imagine to be, that it does not fail immediately 
among rocks, like the far noisier Potomac, but direct and 
unbroken, save by its own rebound. The "colour of the 
water, before this icbound hides it in foam and mist, is oT 
the brightest and most delicate green ; the violence of 
the impulse sends it far over the precipice before it tails, 
and the effect of the ever varying light through its trans- 
parency is, I think, the loveliest thing I ever looked upon. 

We descended to the edge of the gulf which receives 
tin torrent, and thence looked at the horse-shoe fall in 
profile; it seems like awful daring to stand close beside 
at, and raise one’s eyes to its immensity. I think the 
[point most utterly inconceivable, to those who have not 
[seen it, is the centre of the horse-shoe. The force of the 
[torrent converges there; and as the heavy mass pours in, 

| twisted, wreathed, and cm led together, it gives an idea 
| of irresistible power, such as no other object ever con- 
veyed to me. 

I The following anecdote, which I had from good autho- 
rity, may give some notion of this mighty power. 

After the last Ameiican war, three of our ships, sta- 



318 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


tioned on Lake Erie, were declared unfit for service, and 
condemned. Some of their officers obtained permission 
to send them over Niagara Falls. Tlief first was torn to 
shivers by the rapids, and went over in fragments ; the 
second filled with water before she reached the fall ; but 
the third, which was in better condition, took the leap 
gallantly, and retained her form till it was hid in the 
cloud of mist below. A reward of' ten dollars was offered 
for the largest fragment of wood that should be found 
from either wreck, five for the second, and so on. One 
morsel only was ever seen; and that, about a foot in 
length, was mashed as by a vice, and its edges notched 
like the teeth of a saw. What had become of the immense 
quantity of wood which had been precipitated ^ What 
unknown whirlpool had ingulfed it, so that, contrary to 
the very laws of nature, no vestige of the floating material 
could fir»d its way to the surface? 

Beyond the horse-shoe is Goat Island, and beyond Goat 
Island the American fall, bold, straight, and chafed to 
snowy whiteness by the rocks which meet it; but it does 
not approach, in sublimity or awful beauty, to the won- 
drous cresceitc on the other shore. There, the form of 
'tile mighty cauldron, into which the deluge pours, the 
bundled silvery torrents congregating round its verge, 
the smooth and solemn movement with which it rolls its 
massive volume over the rock, the liquid emerald of its 
long unbroken waters, the fantastic wreaths which spring 
to meet it, *and then the shadowy mist that veils the 
horrors of its crash below, constitute a scene almost too 
enormous in its features for man to look upon. “ Angels 
might tremble as they gazed and I should deem the 
nerves obtuse, rather than strong, which did not quail at 
the first sight of this stupendous cataract. 

Minute local particulars can be of no interest to those 
who have not felt their influence for pleasure or for pain. 
I will not tell of giddy stairs which scale the very edge of 
the torrent, nor of beetling slabs of table rock, broken and 
breaking, on which, shudder as you may, you must take 
your stand, or lose your reputation as a tourist. All these 
feats were performed again and again, even on the first 
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day of our arrival ; and most earthly weary was I when the 
day was done, though 3 would not lose the remembrance 
of it to purchase the addition of' many soft d silken ones 
to my existence. 

By four o’clock the next morning I was again at the 
little shanty, close to the horse-shoe fall, which seems 
reared in water rather than in air, and took an early 
shower-bath of spray. Much is concealed at this early 
hour bv the heavy \apour, but there was a charm in the 
vciy obscurity; and e\erv moment, as the light increased, 
cloud alter cloud rolled olf, till the vast wonder v^rs again 
before me. 

It is in the afternoon that the rainbow is visibleYrom 
the Biitish side 1 ; and it is a lovely feature in the mighty 
landscape. The gay arch spiings from fall to fall, a fairy 
bridge. 

After breakfast we eiossed to the American sjdc, and 
explored Goat Island. The passage aeioss the Niagara, 
directly in face of the falls, is one of the most delightful 
little vo) ages imaginable ; the boat crosses marvellously 
near them, and vuthin reach of' a light shower of spray. 
Beal safety and apparent danger have eaeb*their share in 
the pleasure felt. The river is here two hundred feeV 
deep. The passage up the rock brings you close upon 
the American cataract; it is a \ast sheet, and lias all the 
sublimity that height and width and uproar can give ; but 
it has none of the magic of its rival about it. Goat Island 
has, at all points, a fine ucw of the rapids; the furious 
velocity with which they rush onward to the abyss is tcr- 
lific, and the throwing a bridge across them was a work 
of noble daring. 

Below the falls, the river runs between lofty rocks, 
crowned with unbroken forests ; this scene forms a sti iking 
contrast to the lcnel shores above the cataract. It appeals 
as if the level of the river had been broken up by sortie 
volcanic fofee. The Niagara flows out of Lake Erie, a 
broad, deep river; but for several miles its couise is 
tranquil, and its shores perfectly level. By degrees its 
i bed begins to sink, and the glassy smoothness is disturbed 
by a slight ripple. The inverted trees, that before lay so 
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softly still upon its bosom, become twisted and tortured 
till they Jose their form, and seem madly to mix in the 
tumult that dev troj s them. The cunent becomes moie 
rapid at evuy step, till rock alter rock has dialed the 
stream to fury, making the green one white. This b.-sts 
for a mile, and then down sink the rock \ at once, one 
hundred and fifty feet, and the enormous flood falls after 
them. God said, let there be a cataract, and it was so. 
When the river has reached its new level, the precipice 
on either sick* shows a tenific chasm of solid lock; some 
beautifiiFplants are clinging to its sides, and oaks, ash, 
and cedar, m many places, clothe their tenors with licli 
foliage. 

This violent transition fi om level shores to a deep 
ravine, seems to indicate some* gieat convulsion as its 
cause ; and when I heard of a burning spiing dose by, I 
fancied die volcanic’ power still at woik, and that the 
wonders of the region might yet increase. 

We passed four delightful dav ^ of excitement and 
fatigue ; we drenched om selves in ^pra) ; we cut our feet 
on the rocks ; we blistered our faces in the sun ; we looked 
vV.o the cataract, and down the cataract; we perched our- 
selves on every pinnacle we could find; we dipped our 
fingers in the flood at a few }ards’ distance from its thun- 
dering fall ; in short, we strove to fill as many niches of 
memory with Niagara as possible, and I think the images 
will be within the power of recall for ever. 

We met many groups of tourists in our walks, chiefly 
American ; but they were, or vve fancied they were, but 
little obseivant of the wonders around them. 

One day vve were seated on a point of the cliff, near the 
ferry, which commands a view of both the falls. This, 
by the way, is considered as the finest general view of the 
scene. One of our party was employed in attempting to 
sketch, vvliat, however, 1 believe it is impossible for any 
pencil to convey an idea of to those who have not seen it. 
We had borrowed two or three chairs from a neighbouring 
cottage, and amongst us had gathered a quantity of 
houghs, which, with the aid of shawls and parasols, we had 
contrived to weave into a shelter from the mid-day sun;’ so 
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that altogether I have no doubt we looked very cool and 
comfortable. 

A large party, who had crossed from the American side, 
wound up the steep ascent from the place where the boat 
had left them ; in doing so their backs were turned to the 
cataracts, and «s they approached the summit our party 
was the principal object before them. They all stood 
perfectly still to look at us. This first examination was 
performed at the distance of about a dozen yards from 
the spot we occupied, and lasted about five minutes, by 
which time they had recovered breath, and acquired 
courage. Then they advanced in a body, and one or two 
of them began to examine (wrong side upwards) the work 
of the sketcher, in doing which they sfood precisely be- 
tween him and his object ; but of this 1 think it is very 
probable they were not aware. Some among them next 
began to question us as to how long we had been* at the 
falls ; whether there were much company ; if we were 
not from the old country, and the like. In return we learnt 
that they were just arrived; yet not one of them (they 
were eight) ever turned the head, even lor a moment, to 
look at the most stupendous spectacle that nature has t<r 
show. 

The company at the hotel changed almost every day. 
Many parties arrived in the morning, walked to the falls, 
returned to the hotel to dinner, and departed by the coach 
immediately after it. Many groups were indescribably 
whimsical, both in appearance and manner. Now and 
then a first-rate dandy shot in among us, like a falling 
star. 

On one occasion, when we were in the beautiful gallery, 
at the back of the hotel, which overlooks the horse-shoe 
fall, we saw the booted leg of one of this graceful race 
protruded from the window which commands the view, 
while his person was thrown back in his chair, and his 
head enveloped in a cloud of tobacco smoke. 

I have repeatedly remarked, when it has happened to 
me to meet any ultra fine men among the wilder and more 
imposing scenes of our own land, that they throw off, in a 
great degree, their airs, and their “ townliness," as some 

Y 
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one cleverly calls these simagrees, as if ashamed to u play 
their fantastic tricks” before the god of nature, when so 
forcibly reminded of his presence; and more than once on 
these occasions I have been surprised to find how much 
intellect lurked behind the inane mask of fashion. But 
in America the effect of fine scenery upon this class of 
persons is different ; for it is exactly when amongst it that 
the most strenuous efforts at elegant nonchalance are 
perceptible among the young exquisites of' the western 
world. It is true that they have little leisure for the dis- 
play of grace in the daily routine of commercial activity 
in which their lives are passed, and this certainly offers a 
satisfactory explanation of the fact above stated. 

Fortunately for our enjoyment, the solemn character of 
the scene was hut little broken in upon by these gentry. 
Every one who comes to Forsythe’s Hotel (except Mrs. 
Bogle C’orbet) walks to the shanty, writes their name in 
a book which is kept there, and, for the most part, descends 
by the spiral staircase which leads from the little platform 
before it to the rocks below. Here they find another 
shanty, but ^ few yards from the entrance of that won- 
drous cavern which is formed by the falling flood on one 
side, and by* the mighty rock over which it pours on the 
other. To this frail shelter from the wild uproar, and the 
blinding spray, nearly all the touring gentleman, and even 
many of the pretty ladies, find their way. But here 1 
often saw r their noble daring fail, and have w atched them 
dripping and draggled turn again to the sheltering stairs, 
leaving us in full possession of the awful scene we so dearly 
loved to gaze upon. How utterly futile must every at- 
tempt be to describe the spot f Flow vain every effort 
to convey an idea of the sensations it produces ! Why is 
it so exquisite a pleasure to stand for hours drenched in 
spray, stunned by the ceaseless roar, trembling from the 
concussion that shakes the very rock you cling to, and 
breathing painfully in the moist atmosphere that seems to 
have less of air than water in it ? Yet pleasure it is, and 
I almost think the greatest I ever enjoyed. We more 
than once approached the entrance to this appalling 
cavern ; but I never fairly entered it, though two or three 
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of my party did. I lost my breath entirely ; and the pain 
at my chest was so severe, that not all my curiosity could 
enable me to endure it. 

What was that cavern of the winds of which we heard 
0 / old, compared to this ? A mightier Spirit than iEolus 
reigns here. # 

Nor was this spot of dread and danger the only one in 
which we found ourselves alone. The path taken by 
“ the company ” to the shanty, which contained the 44 book 
of names,” was always the same ; this wound down the 
steep bank from the gate of the hotel garden, and was 
rendered tolerably easy by its repeated doublings ; but it 
was by no means the best calculated to manage to advan- 
tage the pleasure of the stranger in his approach to the 
spot. All others, however, seemed left for us alone. 

During our stay we saw the commencement of another 
staircase, intended to rival in attraction that at present in 
use ; it is but a few yards from it, and can in no way, I 
think, contribute to the convenience of the descent. The 
erection of the central shaft of this spiral stair was a most 
tremendous operation, and made me sick and giddy as 1 
watched it. After it had been made fast at the bottoj?'r 
the carpenters swung themselves off' th? rocks, by the 
means of ropes, to the beams which traversed it; and as 
they sat across them, in the midst of the spray and the 
uproar, I thought I had never seen life perilled so wan- 
tonly. But the work proceeded without accident, and 
was nearly finished before we left the hotel. 

It was a sort of pang to take what we knew must be 
our last look at Niagara ; but a we had to do it,” as the 
Americans say, and left it on the 10th June for Buffalo. 

The drive along the river, above the falls, is as beau- 
tiful as a clear stream of a mile in width can make it; and 
the road continues close to it till you reach the ferry at 
Black Rock. 

We welcomed, almost w r ith a shout, the British colours 
which we saw, for the first time, on Commodore Barrie’s 
pretty sloop, the Bull Dog , which we passed as it was 
towing up the river to Lake Erie, the commodore being 
about to make a tour of the lakes. 
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At Black Rock we crossed again into the United States, 
and a few miles of horrible jolting brought us to Buffalo. 

Of all the thousand and one towns 1 saw in America, 
I think Buffalo is the queerest looking ; it is not quite so 
wild as Lockport, but all the buildings have the appearancp 
of having been run up in a hurry, though evpry thing has 
an air of great pretension : there are porticos, columns, 
domes, and colonnades, but all in wood. Every body tells 
you there, as in all their other .new-born towns, and every 
body believes, that their improvement and their progres- 
sion are more rapid, more wonderful, than the earth ever 
before witnessed ; while, to me, the only wonder is how 
so many thousands, nay millions of persons, can be found, 
in the nineteenth century, who can be content so to live. 
Surely this country may be said to spread rather than to 
rise. 

The Eagle Hotel, an immense wooden fabric, has all 
the pretension of a splendid establishment ; but its mon- 
strous corridors, low ceilings, and intricate chambers, gave 
me the feeling of a catacomb rather than a house. We 
arrived after the table d'hote tea-drinking was over, and 
c, yiped comfortably enough with a gentleman, who accom- 
panied us from^he falls ; but the next morning we break- 
fasted in a long, low, narrow room, with a hundred 
persons, and any thing less like comfort can hardly be 
imagined. 

What can induce so many intellectual citizens to prefer 
these long, silent tables, scantily covered with morsels of 
fried ham, salt fish, and liver, to a comfortable loaf of bread 
with their wives and children at home ? How greatly 
should I prefer eating my daily meals with my family, in 
an Indian wig-wam, to boarding at a table d'hote in these 
capacious hotels ; the custom, however, seems universal 
through the country, at least we have met it, without a 
shadow of variation as to its general features, from New 
Orleans to Buffalo. 

Lake Erie has no beauty to my eyes ; it is not the sea, 
and it is not the river, nor has it the beautiful scenery 
generally found round smaller lakes. The only interest 
its unmeaning expanse gave me arose from remembering 



OF THE AMERICANS. 


325 


that its waters, there so tame and tranquil, were destined 
to leap the gulf of Niagara. A dreadful road, through 
forests only beginning to he felled, brought us to Avon ; 
it is a straggling ugly little place, and not any of their 
* Romes, Carthages, Ithacas, or Athens,” ever provoked 
me by their* name so much. This Avon flows sweetly 
with nothing but whiskey and tobacco juice. 

The next day's journey was much more interesting, for 
it showed us the lake of Canandaigua. It is about 
eighteen miles long, but narrow enough to bring the op- 
posite shore, clothed with rich foliage, near to the eye ; 
the back -ground is a ridge of mountains. Perhaps the 
state of the atmosphere lent an unusual charm to the 
scene: one of those sudden thunder-storms, so rapid in 
approach, and so sombre in colouring, that they change 
the whole aspect of things in a moment, rose over the 
mountains and passed across the lake while *we looked 
upon it. Another feature in the scene gave a living, but 
most sad, interest to it. A glaring wooden hotel, as fine 
as paint and porticos can make it, overhangs the lake ; 
beside it stands a shed for cattle. To this shed, and close 
by the white man’s mushroom palace, two Indians JiqjI 
crept to seek a shelter from the storm. The one was an 
aged man, whose venerable head in attitude and expres- 
sion indicated the profoundcst melancholy : the other was 
a youth, and in his deep-set eye there was a quiet sadness 
more touching still. There they stood, the native rightful 
lords of the fair land, looking out upon the lovely lake 
which yet bore the name their fathers had given it, 
watching the threatening storm that brooded t there ; a 
more fearful one had already burst over them. 

Though I have mentioned the lake first, the little town 
of Canandaigua precedes it, in returning from the west. 
It is as pretty a village as ever man contrived to build. 
Every bouse is surrounded by an ample garden, and at 
that flowery season they were half buried in roses. 

It is true these houses are of wood ; but they are so 
neatly painted, in such perfect repair, and show so well 
within their leafy setting, that it is impossible not to 
admire them. 
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Forty-six miles farther is Geneva, beautifully situated 
on Seneca Lake. This, too, is a lovely sheet of water, 
and I think the Town may rival its European namesake in 
beauty. 

We slept at Auburn, celebrated for its prison, where 
the highly-approved system of American discipline origin- 
ated. In this part of the country there is no want of 
churches ; every little village has its wooden temple, and 
many of them two, that the Methodists and Presbyterians 
may not clash. 

We passed through an Indian reserve, and the un- 
touched forests again hung close upon the road. Repeated 
groups of Indians passed us, and we remarked that they 
were much cleaner and better dressed than those we had 
met wandering far from their homes. The blankets 
wdiich they use so gracefully as mantles were as white as 
snow. 

We took advantage of the loss of a horse’s shoe to 
leave the coach, and approach a large party of them, con- 
sisting of men, women, and children, who were regaling 
themselves with T know not what, but milk made a part 
of , the repast. They could not talk to us, but they re- 
ceived us with smiles, and seemed to understand when wc 
asked if they had mocassins to sell, for they shook their 
sable locks, and answered “ no.” 

A beautiful grove of butternut trees was pointed out to 
us, as the spot where the chiefs of the six nations used to 
hold their senate ; our informer told me that he had been 
present at several of their meetings, and though he knew 
but little of their language, the power of their eloquence 
was evident from the great effect it produced among 
themselves. 

Towards the end of this day, we encountered an ad- 
venture which revived our doubts whether the invading 
white men, in chasing the poor Indians from then forests, 
have done much towards civilising the land. For myself, 
I almost prefer the indigenous manner to the exotic. 

The coach stopped to take in “a lady” at Vernon; 
she entered, and completely filled the last vacant inch of 
our vehicle; for “ we were eight” before. 
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But no sooner was she seated than her beau came for- 
ward with a most enormous wooden best-bonnet box. He 
paused for a while to meditate the possibilities — raised 
it, as if to place it on our laps — sunk it, as if to put it 
beneath our feet. Both alike appeared impossible ; when, 
in true Yankee style, he addressed one of our party with, 
u If you’ll just step out a minute, 1 guess I’ll find room 
for it.” 

“ Perhaps so. But how shall I find room for myself 
afterwards ? ” 

This was uttered in European accents, and in an instant 
half a dozen whiskey drinkers stepped from before the 
whiskey store, and took the part of the beau . 

“ That's because you’ll be English travellers, I expect; 
but we have travelled in better countries than Europe — 
we have travelled in America — and the box will go, I 
calculate.” 

We remonstrated on the evident injustice of the pro- 
ceeding, and I ventured to say, that as we had none of 
us any luggage in the carnage, because the space was so 
very small, I thought a chance passenger could have no 
right so greatly to incommode us. 

“ Right ! — there they go — that’s just their way — that 
will do in Europe, may be ; it sounds just like English 
tyranny, now — don’t it? but it wo’n’t do here.” And 
thereupon he began thrusting in the wooden box against 
our legs with all his strength. 

“ No law, sir, can permit such conduct as this.” 

“ Law ! ” exclaimed a gentleman very particularly 
drunk, “ we makes our own laws, and governs our own 
selves;” 

“ Law ! ” echoed another gentleman of Vernon, “ this 
is a free country, we have no laws here , and we don’t want 
no foreign power to tyrannise over us.” 

I give.the words exactly. It is, however, but fair to 
state, that the party had evidently been drinking more 
than an usual portion of whiskey ; but perhaps in whiskey, 
as in wine, truth may come to light. At any rate the 
people of the Western Paradise follow the Gentiles in 
this, that they are a law unto themselves. 
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During this contest, the coachman sat upon the box 
without saying a word, but seemed greatly to enjoy the 
joke ; the question of the box, however, was finally de- 
cided in our favour by the nature of the human material, 
which cannot be compressed beyond a certain degree. 

For great part of this day we had the good fortune to 
have a gentleman and his daughter for our fellow-travellers, 
who were extremely intelligent and agreeable ; but I 
nearly got myself into a scrape by venturing to remark 
upon a phrase used by the gentleman, and which had met 
me at every corner from the time 1 first entered the 
country. We had been talking of pictures, and I had 
endeavoured to adhere to the rule I had laid down for 
myself, of saying very little, where I could say nothing 
agreeable. At length he named an American artist, with 
whose works I was very familiar ; and after having declared 
him equal to Lawrence (judging by his portrait of West, 
now at New York), he added, “ and what is more, ma- 
dam, he is perfectly self •taught 

1 prudently took a lew moments before I answered ; 
for the equalling our immortal Lawrence to a most vile 
dauber stuck in my throat : I could not say Amen ; so for 
*so7ne time I said nothing, but at last I remarked on the 
frequency with which I had heard this phrase of self- 
taught used, not as an apology, but as positive praise. 

“ Well, madam, can there be a higher praise ? ” 

“ Certainly not, if spoken of the individual merits of a 
person without the means of instruction, but I do not un- 
derstand it when applied as praise to his works.” 

“ Not understand it, madam ? Is it not attributing 
genius to the author ; and what is teaching compared to 
that ? ” 

I do not wish to repeat all my own bans mots in praise 
of study, and on the disadvantages of profound ignorance, 
but I would, willingly, if I could, give an idea of the 
mixed indignation and contempt expressed by our com- 
panion at the idea that study was necessary to the forma- 
tion of taste, and to the development of genius. At last, 
however, he closed the discussion thus, — “ There is no 
use in disputing a point that is already settled, madam ; 
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the best judges declare that Mr. H*****g’s portraits are 
equal to those of Lawrence/’ 

“ Who is it who has passed this judgment, sir? ” 

“ The men of taste of America, madam.” 

J then asked him if he thought it was going to rain ? 

# * * * * * 

The stages do not appear to have any regular stations 
at which to stop for breakfast, dinner, and supper. These 
necessary interludes, therefore, being generally impromptu , 
were abominably bad. We were amused by the patient 
marines in which our American fellow-travellers ate what- 
ever was set before them, without uttering a word of com- 
plaint, or making any effort to improve it ; but no sooner 
reseated in the stage, than they began their complaints — 
“ 3 T was a shame ” — “ ’twas a robin ” — u tvvas poi- 
soning folks ’* — and the like. I, at last, asked the reason 
of this, and why they did not remonstrate? “because, 
madam, no American gentleman or lady that keeps an 
inn won't bear to be found fault with.” 

We reached Utica very late and very weary ; but the 
delights of a good hotel and perfect civility sent us in 
good humour to bed, and we arose sufficiently refreshed 
to enjoy a day’s journey through some of the loveliest 
scenery in the world. 

Who is it that says America is not picturesque? I for- 
get ; but surely he never travelled from Utica to Albany. 
I really cannot conceive that any country can furnish a 
drive of ninety-six miles more beautiful, or more varied 
in its beauty. The road follows the Mohawk River, which 
flows through scenes changing from fields waving with 
plenty to rocks and woods ; gentle slopes, covered with 
cattle, are divided from each other by precipices 500 feet 
high. Around the little falls there is a character of beauty 
as singular as it is striking. Here, as I observed of many 
other American rivers, the stream appears to run in a 
much narrower channel than it once occupied ; and the 
space which it seems formerly to have filled is now covered 
with bright green herbage, save that, at intervals, large 
masses of rock rise abruptly from the level turf; these 
are crowned with all such trees as love the scanty diet 
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which a rock affords. Dwarf oak, cedars, and the moun- 
tain ash, are grouped in a hundred different ways among 
them ; each cldmp you look upon is lovelier than its neigh- 
bour ; 1 never saw so sweetly wild a spot. 

I was surprised to hear a fellow-traveller say, as we 
passed a point of peculiar beauty, “ All this* neighbourhood 
belongs, or did belong, to Mr. Edward Ellice, an English 
Member of Parliament ; but he has sold a deal of it, and 
now, madam, you may see as it begins to improve;” and 
he pointed to a great wooden edifice, where, on the white 
paint, “ Cash for Rags,” in letters three feet high, might 
be seen. 

I then remembered that it was near this spot that my 
Yankee friend lmjl made his complaint against English 
indifference to “ water privilege.” lie did not name Mr. 
Edward Ellice, but doubtless he was the u English, as 
never thought of improvement/’ 

I have often confessed my conscious incapacity for 
description, but I must repeat it here to apologise for my 
passing so dull) through this matchless valley of the 
Mohawk. Rwould that some British artist, strong in 
1 ycuthful daring, would take my word for it, and pass over 
for a summer pilgrimage through the State of New York. 
In very earnest he would do wisely, for I question if the 
world could furnish, within the same space, and with 
equal facility of access, so many subjects for his pencil. 
Mountains, forests, rocks, lakes, rivers, cataracts, all in 
perfection. But he must be bold as a lion in colouring, 
or he will make nothing of it. There is a clearness 
of atmosphere, a strength of chiaro oscuro , a massiveness (j 
in the foliage, and a brilliance of contrast, that must make 
a colourist of any one who has an eye. He must have 
courage to dip his pencil in shadows black as night, and 
light that might blind an eagle. As I presume my young 
artist to be an enthusiast, he must first go direct to 
Niagara, or even in the Mohawk valley his pinioned wing 
may droop. If his fever run very high, he may slake his 
thirst at Trenton, and, while there, he will not dream of 
any tiling beyond it. Should my advice be taken, I will 
ask the young adventurer on his return (when he shall 
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have made a prodigious quantity of money by my bint), 
to reward me by two sketches. One shall be the lake of 
Canandaigua; the other the Indians’ Senate Grove of 
Butternuts. 

1/uring our journey, I forgot on which day of it, a par- 
ticular spot in tfie forest, at some distance from the road, 
was pointed out to us as the scene of a true but very 
romantic story. During the great and the terrible French 
revolution (1792), a young nobleman escaped from the 
scene of horror, having with difficulty saved his head, and 
without the possibility of saving any tiling else. He ar- 
rived at New York nearly destitute ; and after passing his 
life, not only in splendour, but in the splendour of the 
i court of France, he found himself jostjed by the busy 
population of the New World, without a dollar between 
him and starvation. In such a situation one might almost 
sigh for the guillotine. The young noble strove to labour; 
but who would purchase the trembling efforts of bis white 
hands, while the sturdy strength of many a black Hercules 
was in the market? He abandoned the vain attempt to 
sustain himself by the^aid of bis fellow-mea, and deter- 
mined to seek a refuge in the forest. A few shillings only 
remained to him ; he purchased an axe, and reached the 
Oneida territory. He felled a few of the slenderest trees, 
and made himself a shelter that Robinson Crusoe would 
have laughed at, for it did not keep out the rain. Want 
of food, exposure to the weather, and unwonted toil, pro- 
duced the natural result; the unfortunate young man fell 
sick, and, stretched upon the reeking earth, stifled, rather 
than sheltered, by the withering boughs which hung over 
him, he lay parched with thirst and shivering in ague, 
with the one last earthly hope that each heavy moment 
would prove the last. 

Near to the spot which he had chosen for his miserable 
rest, but totally concealed from it by the thick forest, was 
the last straggling wigwam of an Indian village. It is not 
known how many days the unhappy man had lain without 
food, but he was quite insensible when a young squaw, 
whom chance had brought from this wigwam to his hut, 
entered and found him alive, but totally insensible. The 
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heart of woman is, I believe, pretty much the same every 
where; the young girl paused not to think whether he 
were white $r red, but her fleet feet rested not till she 
had brought milk, rum, and blankets ; and when the suf- 
ferer recovered his senses, his head was supported oli her 
lap, while, with the gentle tenderness of a mother, sh<* 
found means to make him swallow the restoratives she had 
brought. 

No black eyes in the world, be they of France, Italy, o*i 
even of Spain, can speak more plainly of kindness tharr 
the large deep-set orbs of a squaw: this is a language} 
that all nations can understand, and* the poor Frenchman I 
read most clearly, in the anxious glance of his gentle 
nurse, that he should not die forsaken. 

So far the story is romantic enough, and what follows is 
hardly less so. The squaw found means to introduce her 
white friend to her tribe ; he was adopted as their brother, 
speedily acquired their language, and assumed their dress 
and manner of life. Ilis gratitude to his preserver soon 
ripened into love ; and if the chronicle spoke true, the 
French nob\e and the American savage were more than 
.passing happy as man and wife, and it was not till he saw’ 
himself the father of many thriving children that the exile 
began to feel a wish of rising again from savage to civilised 
existence. 

My historian did not explain what his project was in 
visiting New York, but he did so in the habit of an Indian, 
and learnt enough of the restored tranquillity of his coun- 
try to give him hope that some of the broad lands he had 
left there might be restored to him. i 

I have made my story already too long, and' must nor 
linger upon it farther than to say that his hopes were ful- 
filled, and that, ol a large and flourishing family, some are* 
settled in France, and some remain in America (one of 
these, I understood, was a lawyer at New r , York), while 
the hero and the heroine of the tale continue to inhabit 
the Oneida country ; not in a wigwam, however, but in a 
good house, in a beautiful situation, with all the comfort^ 
of civilised life around them. 

Such was the narrative we listened to from a stage- 
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i :oach companion ; and it appears to me sufficiently inter- 
ring to repeat, though I have no better authority to • 
[uote for its truth than the assertion of Ihis unknown 
raveller. 


CHAPTER XXXIV. 


R1TTUKN TO NFW YORK. CONCLUSION 


The comfortable Adelphi Hotel again received us at 
Albany on the 1 4 th of June, and we decided upon pass- 
ing the following day there, both to see the place, and to 
recruit our strength, which we began to feel we had taxed 
severely by a very fatiguing journey, in most oppressively 
hot weather. It would have been difficult to find a better 
station for repose; the rooms were large and airy, and ice 
was furnished in most profuse abundance. 

But notwithstanding the manifold advantages of this 
excellent hotel, I was surprised at the un-English arrange- 
ment communicated to me by two ladies with whom we 
made a speaking acquaintance, by which it appeared that 
they made it their permanent home. These ladies were 
a mother and daughter : the daughter w r as an extremely 
pretty young married woman, with two little children. 
Where the husbands were, or whether they were dead or 
alive, I know not ; but they told me they had been board- 
big there, above a year. They breakfasted, dined, and 
supped, at the table d'hote, with from twenty to a hundred 
people, as accident might decide ; dressed very smart, 
played on the piano in the public sitting-room, and assured 
me they were particularly comfortable, and well accom- 
modated. What a life ! 

Some parts of the town are very handsome ; the Tow n 
Hall, the Chamber of Representatives, and some other 
public buildings, stand well on a hill that overlooks the 
Hudson, with ample inclosures of grass and trees around 
them. 
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Many of the shops are large, and showily set out. 
was amused by a national trait which met me at one of 
them. I entered it to purchase some eau de Cologne ; but 
finding what was offered to me extremely bad and very 
cheap, I asked if they had none at a higher price , t and 
better. 

“ You are a stranger, I guess/’ was the answer. “ The 
Yankees want low price, that ’s all ; they don’t stand so 
much for goodness as the English.” 

Nothing could be more beautiful than our passage down 
the Hudson on the following day. As I thought of some 
of my friends in England, dear lovers of the picturesque, 
1 could not but exclaim, — 

“ Que je vous plains 1 quo jo vous plains 1 
Vous ne la verrez pas ” 

Not even a moving panoramic view, gliding before their 
eyes for an hour together, in all the scenic splendour of 
Drury Lane or Covent Garden, could give them an idea 
of it. They could only see one side at a time. The 
change, the contrast, the ceaseless variety of beauty, as 
you skim from side to side, the liquid smoothness of the 
broad mirror that reflects the scene, and, most of all, the 
clear bright air through which you look at it — -all this can 
only be seen and believed by crossing the Atlantic. 

As we approached New York, the burning heat of the 
day relaxed, and the long shadows of evening fell coolly 
on the beautiful villas we passed. I really can conceive 
nothing more exquisitely lovely than this approach to the 
city. The magnificent boldness of the Jersey shore on 
the one side, and the luxurious softness of the shady 
lawns on the other, with the vast silvery stream that flows 
between them, altogether form a picture which may well 
excuse a traveller for saying, once and again, that the 
Hudson river can be surpassed in beauty by none on the 
outside of Paradise.* 


* I have since seen bolh the Rhine and the Danube, but I feel no 
inclination to retract my opinion. That both these rivers possess 
sources of interest of which the lovely Hudson can show no trace, is 



OF THE AMERICANS. 


335 


i It was nearly dark when we reached the city, and it 
was with great satisfaction that we found our comfortable 
apartments in Hudson Street unoccupied ;^md our pretty, 
kind (Irish) hostess willing to receive us again. We passed 
another fortnight there; and again we enjoyed the elegant 
hospitality of JJew York, though now it was offered from 
beneath the shade of their beautiful villas. In truth, were 
all America like this fair city, and all, no, only a small 
proportion of its population like the friends we left there, 
I should say, that the land was the fairest in the world. 

But the time was come to bid it adieu ! The important 
business of securing our homeward passage was to be 
performed. One must know what it is to cross the ocean 
before the -immense importance of all the little details of 
accommodation can be understood. The anxious first look 
into tlie*face of* the captain to ascertain if be be gentle 
or rough ; another, scarcely less important, is tlwt of the 
steward, generally a sable one, but not the less expressive ; 
the accurate, but rapid glance of measurement thrown 
round the little state-rooms ; another at the good or had 
arrangement of the staircase, by which you are to stumble 
up and stumble down, from cabin to deck, and from deck 
to cabin ; all this, they only can understand who have tel t 
it. At length, however, this interesting affair was settled, 
and most happily. The appearance promised well, and 
the performance bettered it. We hastened to pack up 
our “trumpery,” as Captain Mirven unjdndly calls the 
paraphernalia of the ladies, and among the rest, my six 
hundred pages of griffonage. There is enough of it, yet 
I must add a few more lines. 

I suspect that what I have written will make it evident 
that 1 do not like America. Now, as it happens that I 
tnet with individuals there whom I love and admire, far 
beyond the love and admiration of ordinary acquaintance; 
and as I declare the country to be fair to the eye, and 


certain ; but with the exception of the spot immediately under the 
Lurleyberg on the Rhine, and that beneath the wondrous craigs of 
Durrenstein on the Danube, I still think that in natural beauty nothing 
in either can equal many points of the Hudson. 
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most richly teeming with the gifts of plenty, I am led to 
ask myself why it is that I do not like it. I would willingly 
know myself, a«id confess to others, why it is that neither 
its beauty nor its abundance can suffice to neutralise, or 
greatly soften, the distaste which the aggregate of my 
recollections has left upon my mind. * 

I remember hearing it said, many years ago, w r hen the 
advantages and disadvantages of a particular residence 
were being discussed, that it was the “ who ? ” and not 
the “where?” that made the difference between the. 
pleasant or unpleasant residence. The truth of the 
observation struck me forcibly when 1 heard it; and it 
has been recalled to my mind since, by the constantly 
recurring evidence of its justness. In applying this to 
America, I speak not of my friends, nor of my friends' 
friends. The small patrician band is a race apatt ; they 
live with* each other, and for each other; mix wondrously 
little with the high matters of state, which they seem to 
leave rather supinely to their tailors and tinkers, and are 
no more to be taken as a sample of the American people, 
than the head of Lord Byron as a sample of the heads of 
-thp British peerage. I speak not of these, but of the 
population generally, as seen in town and country, among 
the rich and the poor, in the slave states and the free 
states. I do not like them. I do not like their principles, 
I do not like their manners, I do not like their opinions. 

Both as a woman, and as a stranger, it might be un- 
seemly for me to say that I do not like their government, 
and therefore I will not say so. That it is one which 
pleases themselves is most certain, and this is considerably 
more important than pleasing all the travelling old ladies 
in the world. I entered the country at New Orleans, 
remained for more than two years west of the Allegha- 
nies, and passed another year among the Atlantic cities, 
and the country around them. I conversed djjring this 
time with citizens of all orders and degrees, and I never 
heard from any one a single disparaging word against 
their government. It is not, therefore, surprising, that 
when the people of that country hear strangers questioning 
the wisdom of their institutions, and expressing disap- 
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jobation at mjhu 1 of their effects, they should set j( down 
Other to an me«i])aut) of judging, or a nialieioits fee hug 
I of* en\ v and ill-\v ill. 

u flow can any one in their senses doubt the excellence 

( of si government whuh we have tiled foi half' a ceiitmy, 
and loved the A)ctter the longer we have known ltr” 

Such is the natuial unpin y of every Anieucan when 
Ifehe excellence of* their government is doubted ; and l am 
inclined to answer, that no one m their senses, who has 
visited their eonntiy and known the' people, can doubt its 
fitness «for them, such as they now aie, or its utter unfit- 
ness for any other people. 

W hether the government lias made the people vv hat 
they die, or whether the people have made 4 the govern- 
ment what it is, to suit themselves, I* know not. hut if 
the 1 kilter, they have shown a consummation of wisdom 
wine'll the assembled woild may look upon and ifdnmo. 

It is matter ofhistone.d notonetj, that the oiigmal 
stock of tlie white population now inhabiting the l nitecl 
State's, were pet sons who had banished themselves, or 
vveie banished fiom the mother eountiy. The land they 
found was favouiable to their increase' and prosperity , jjie 
colony grew and flom ishe'd. Vents lolled on, and the 
clulcli en, the giandehilelren, and the gieat grandchild! en 
of the first settlers, replenished the land, and found it 
flowing with milk and honey. That they should wish to 
keep this milk and honey to themselves, is not very sen- 
prising. What did the mother country do for them v She 
sent them out gay and gallant officers to guaid tlu ir 
frontier; the which they thought they could guard as well 
themselves; and then she taxed their tea. Now, this was 
disagreeable; and to atone for it, the distant colony had 
no great share m her mother’s grace and glory. It was 
not from among them that her high and mighty vveie* 
chosen ; t^ie rays which emanated from that blight sun of 
honour, the Ihitish throne, reached them but feebly. 
They knew not, the } 7 cared not, for her kings nor her 
heroes ; their thriftiest trader was their noblest man ; the 
holy seats of learning were but the cradles of supersti- 
tion ; the splendour of the aristocracy, but a leeeli that 

z 
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mew their “ golden blood. The wealth, the learning’, 
the gliuy oi lint. nn, wax to them nothing; the having 
their own way every thing. 

Can any blame their wish to obtain it ? Can an} lament 
that they succeeded''' 

And now the day was their own. what should they do 
next ' Their i ldcrs drew together, and said, “ I et us 
make a government that shall suit us all ; let it be rude, 
and io uy h, and noiy\ , let it not a fleet (other ihgnitv . glory, 
or splendour, let it interfile with no man's will, nor 
meddle with any men's business : Jet us ha\ e neither tithes, 
nor taxes, game laws, nor poor laws, lit every man have 
a band in making the laws, and no man be troubled about 
keeping them; let not our magistrate's wear purple, nor 
our judges ermine Alfa man grow noli, let us take care that 
his grandson be poor, and thin we shall all keep equal ; 
let every tinan take care of himself and if England should 
come to bother us again, why then we will fight alto- 
getliei . ' 

Could any thing he better imagined than such a govern- 
ment for a people so circumstani ed ? Or is it stiange 
that they are contented with it? Still loss is it strange 
that those who have lived m the icpose of order, and felt 
seeme that their country could go on very well, and its 
business proceed without their bawding and squalling, 
scratching and scrambling to help it, should bless the gods 
that they arc not republicans. 

So far all is well. That they should prefer a constitution 
which suits them so admirably, to one which would not suit 
them at all, is surely no cause of quarrel on our part; nor 
should it he such on theirs, if we feel no inclination to ex- 
change the institutions which have made us what we are, 
for any other on the face ol’ the earth. 

Hut when a native of Europe visits America, a most 
extraordinary species of tyranny is set in action against 
him ; and as far as my reading and experience have 
enabled me to judge, it is such as no other country has 
ever exercised against strangers. 

The Frenchman visits England ; he is abhne d'cninn at 
our stately dinners ; shrugs his shoulders at our corps de 
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ballet, and laughs d gorge dvplogu- at our passion for 
dm i!i», and mu partial affection ior must beef and pliirn 
pudding The Englishman leturns the *isit, and the first 
tiling he does on aiming at Paris, is to hasten to h J'/icatre 
(hs I (tt tf'iv s, that he may see “ I as Ato/hnsi v jtour t //v,” and 
if among the# cum d of luugheis, )ou hear a note of more 
coidiul mirtli than the rest, seek out the pel son fiom 
whom it proceeds, and you will find the Englishman. 

The 1 Italian comes to our gicen island, and gi oum at 
our (Innate, he 1 vows that the an which desti o> s a statue 
cannot he wholesome for man, he 1 sighs foi mange tiees 
and maeearoni, and smiles at the pretensions of a nation 
to poetry , while no epics are chaunfed tin ough her streets. 
Yet we welcome the sensihv c southern with all kindness, 
listen to his complaints w ith inter esE eultiv ate mu little 
orange tiees, and teach our chihhen to lisp Tasso, in the 
hope 1 of becoming more agieeahle. 

Yet weaie not at all superior to the lest of Europe in our 
endurance of censure, nor is this wish topiofil by it at all 
peculiar to the English ; we laugh at, and find fault with, 
our m ighbours quite as freely as they do with us, and 
the} join the laugh, and adopt our fashions and customs? 
These mutual pleasantius ptoduce no shadow of unkindly 
feeling; and as long as the governments are at peace with 
each othei, the individuals of eveiy nation in Europe make 
it a matter of pride, as well as of pleasme, to meet each 
other frequently, to discuss, compare, and reason upon 
their national varieties, and to vote it a mark of fashion 
and good taste to imitate each other in all the external 
embellishments of life. 

The* consequence of this is most pleasantly perceptible, 
at the present time, in every capital of Europe. The long 
peace has given time for each to catch fiom each what 
was best in customs and manners, and the rapid advance 
of refinement and general information has been the result. 

To those who have been accustomed to this state of 
tilings, the contrast upon crossing to the new' woild is in- 
conceivably annoying ; and it cannot he doubted that this 
is one great cause of the general feeling of irksomeness 



310 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


and fatigue of spirits whit li hangs upon the memory while 
recalling the hours passed m American society. 

A single word* indicative of doubt, that any thing, or 
every thing, in that country is not the very best in the 
world, produces an effect which must be seen and felt t ) 
be understood. If the citizens of the United States were 
indeed the devoted pat i iots they call themsehes, they 
would surely not thus inerust themselves m the haul, 
dry, stubborn persuasion, that they are the first and best 
of the human lace, that nothing is to he learnt but what 
they are able to teach, and that nothing is worth having 
which they do not possess. 

The art of man could hardly discover a more effectual 
antidote to improvement, than this peisuasion; and yet I 
never listened to any public oration, or lead any work 
pi ofessedly addressed to the country', m which they did 
not labour*to impress it on the minds of the people. 

To hint to the generality of Americans that the silent 
current of events may change their beloved government, 
is not the way to please them ; but in truth they need he 
tormented with no such fear. As long as by common 
'von&ent they can keep down the pre-eminence which 
nature has assigned to great powers, as long as they can 
prevent human respect and human honour from resting 
upon high talent, gracious numneis, and exalted station, 
so long may they be sure of going on as they are. 

I have been told, however, that there are some among 
them who would gladly see a change some who, with 
the wisdom of philosophers and the fair candour of gen- 
tlemen, shrink from a profession of equality which they 
feel to be untrue, and believe to be impossible. 

I can well believe that such there are, though to me no 
such opinions w ere communicated, and most truly should 
I rejoice to see power pass into such hands. 

If this ever happens, if refinement once creeps in among 
them, if they once learn to cling to the graces, the honours, 
the chivalry of life, then we shall say farewell to American 
equality, and welcome to European fellowship one of the 
finest countries on the earth. 
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[In preparing for the press a new edition of “The Do- 
mestic Manners of tlie Americans/’ it has been suggested 
by a person eminently qualified to judge how truly some 
scenes in tin* novel entitled “ The Refugee in America'' 
deser\e to take rank under the former title, that some 
extracts from them would make a valuable addition to the 
book. A few, therefore, of the scenes most pecuhaily cha- 
racteiistic of the domestic manners of the United States 
are litac subjoined. — F. T.J 

The short twilight of America was fast fading into 
darkness, when one of the wheels of the Rochester stage, 
sinking suddenly into a deep hole, the vehicle was laid fat 
on its side. 

“Are you hurt, Caroline ?*' “Are you hurt, Miss ?” 
were the first articulate sounds uttered v\ ithin the carriage, 
but these were overpowered by the clamour fiom without. 
The natural wish of’ being extricated from a situation at 
once so perilous, and so painful, happened on this occasion 
to be aided by no external assistance, for not the least 
notice was taken of them. Nevertheless no cause was 
given to doubt the activity of the driver, but it appeared 
to be altogether devoted to his cattle, and in this, as it 
seemed, lie was seconded by the man who had been bis 
companion on the box. 

The inside passengers, therefore, found it necessary to 
exert themselves. Mr. Gordon ordered the servants to 
make. their way out of the carriage in the best manner 
they could, and ascertain whether it were possible for 
Mi ss Gordon to follow. This proved an enterprise of no 
great difficulty, for the upper part of the carriage being 
composed of leather curtains, could be easily removed, 
and with very little assistance the young lady found 
herself standing on a dry log, supported by her father’s 
arm, and sheltered from the moisture and the cold by 
more cloaks and shawls thrown over her by the attentive 
servants, than she could well stand under. 
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After performing this service the two men 'volunteered 
their assistance to the coachman, and were piesently 
covered with move mud by obeying the various directions 
lie gave them, than was quite agreeable to their dainty 
habits. » 

“Come 'ere, you strapper; I guess as' them broad 
shoulders w ill just serve elegant to hoist up this ’ere 
wheel.” 

William obeyed, but as soon as the carriage was moved, 
many light articles found their way out of the window. 

‘•Take can e, man,” cried the coachman. “Myl'vvhat 
a sight of plunder is tumbled out of that Vie window'. I 
expect, now, that all belongs to the* young woman ?” 

“ Plunder!” “ Young woman!” cm lainicd the two 
startled serving men; “do you think, fellow, my young 
mistress is a thief?” 

“Your j oung mistress is it she is? then I calculate 
that if she aVt a thief she he something woise. Put pull 
away, man, I said no haim of your miss, 1 only talked of 
honest plunder.” 

Robert had no leisure at thL moment to enlighten 
Ipin^elf on the nature of honest plunder, for the wheel- 
horses both began kicking, as the stiuggle to iai.se the 
carriage pulled the traces, and agitated the whole 
machine. 

“ Why don’t 3011 take the horses off?” said Robert. 

“ Ay,” said the coachman ; “ that is a downright En- 
glishman's question, and I ’ll just answer him like a 
Yankee. We never calculates to take no more trouble 
than what's needful. If 1 takes the horses off, I guess I 
I shall have to put ’em on again ; and that’s what I don’t 
reckon to do, unless I can’t help it. Stand still, Jenny, 
d — n your long tail ; stand still, or by G — d I’ll fix ye.” 

Wliilc this was passing round the carriage, it unfor- 
tunately began to rain. “ W here is poor Edwarc]?” said 
Air. Gordon, “ where is Mr. Smith? ” — “ He is standing 
near the carnage, papa,” and the next moment Lord 
Darcy approached them with an umbrella. He stationed 
himself behind Mr. Goidon, and held it over him. It is 
true that he held it so as considerably to shelter the 
young lady also ; but her father, who thought more of 
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her limn of himself, said almost reproachfully, * c Fake 
cui e of Caroline, Edward/’ 

“ JVrha])s, sir, you can hold it mc^e conveniently 
yourself,” said the )oung man; and placing the umbrella 
m*tlie hands of Mr. Gordon, he again retieated to the 
carriage. 

It soon became apparent that the stage was not in a 
condition to proceed. In raising its ponderous body, the 
wheel, who&e Midden descent had caused the overturn, 
btmg fiimly fixed in the hole it had mitered, was shat- 
tered »to pieces in tin* efhnt to extricate it; and the 
utmost that the joint labour of the pai ty could achieve, 
was to place the machine in such a position as to enable 
the sonants to remove the “■plundci of the English folks,” 
for so the diiser persisted to desmibc*the luggage of the 
party, though certainly without meaning to insinuate 
aught against their honesty: such being thetusuul ex- 
pulsion w hen speaking of luggage. 

W hen tins was done, however, the English folks wme 
not much the better for it. What was to he done w ith 
them and their plunder? The diivcr declared that there 
was not a shanty snug enough to sheltei “ a possum,”, 
within five miles, “-and how English folks,” he added, 
“ what wants their bread butte? ed on three sides, is to win 
tin ougli the night, is considerable be) ond in) compreliension 
to settle. What say you, Mr. 1 licks t ” 

“ If they won’t be after giving themselves no monar- 
chical airs, I calculate as they may carr) their truck, along 
with their live caigo, to Silas Emms’ clearing. ’Tis not 
much over two miles, I expect, oft* this road; and if they 
is tolerable ’cute, they may find the waj right straight, if 
they will turn in round that big hickoiy tree yondei,and 
just mind the notches what Silas made with Ins axe when 
he first w ent into the bush.” 

“ A 1 1 d # w here do these notches begin, my friend ? ” 
said Mr. Gordon, we have little light left for seeing 
them. Do you know the road ?” 

“ Mayhap l may,” replied Mr. Ilicks. 

“ Can you not lead us to the settlement you 
fcion ? ” 


men- 
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“ I calculate, Mister, that would not take me far on 
my road ; ’cause* Silas Burns’ clearing happens to lie 
south-east, and, my business just noith-west of this ’ere 
spot.” 

“ You must be aware, Mr Hicks, that our situation is 
such as would render the sei vices of a guide«\ery valuable, 
and we will gladly pay for them.” 

The mau'o countenance became rather more ungracious 
than before, and Air. Gordon feared he had offended his 
republican pride by an offer of payment. “ Well, sir,” 
he resumed, u I can only throw m\sell on your humanity 
— this young lady has not been much used to difficulties; 
but wo must make the best of it. Edward 1 might we 
not kindle a fire here, and raise a shelter of boughs and 
cloaks ? There are phosphorus matches, 1 know, m my 
night-bag. — Robert! seek among the luggage for Miss 
Gordon’s 'a unk, and bring it here for her to sit upon. — - 
William * there are fur boots packed somewhere in the 
carriage, get them immediately.” 

Though all this w as said quietly, it was said rapidly; 
and so promptly did the parties addressed set to work, 

; that the American w r as obliged to hasten ovei his ground 
more quickly than seemed natural to him, in order to stop 
them. 

“ That’s speaking reason, Mister, that’ s speaking reason; 
let me just not have waste of time upon my conscience, 
and I don’t care if I do show you the way to Silas Burns’ 
clearing myself” 

“ Name your price, sir, I shall make no difficulty.” 

u Well, then, J expect five dollars won’t do more than 
pay me my time twist here and there, and back again.” 

“ They shall he yours, sir, and with many thanks. Ca- 
roline, what shall the men carry for ns ? I suppose, Driver, 
that you will undertake the charge* of the heavy luggage 
till we get to the next post-house ? ” 

“ For that,” said the coachman, “ I guess you must take 
your chance. I don’t expect that the wolves have any 
great liking for trunks ; howsomever, I can't afford to say 
as they mayn’t commence with yours ; — but if they don’t 
steal the tilings, I calculate I sha’n’t.” 

“ Where then am I likely to hear .of you, my friend?” 
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“ Most generally one knows where to look for one’s 
friends, I expect,” answered the man, giving a knowing 
wink to Ills companion; but whether he ^as quizzing the 
simple confidence of the Englishman, or only his language, 
it •was not easy to decide. A night's shelter, however, 

* appeared at tUis moment much more important than the 
fate oftheii luggage, and Mr. Gordon only added, while 
lie assisted Ins* daughter to ariange her dress, a I shall 
hope to find our trunks at Rochester.'* 

May be you may, and may he you may n’t,” was the 
reply ;*and the driver turned again to his hoises. 

The paitv wen* now prepaied to pioeeed. The two 
servants earned the night-hags, Mr. Gordon took the arm 
of Ins daughter, and LoidDuicy placed himself’ at his side, 
holding the umbrella, with which He endea\oured to 
shelter them both, the eyes of each being fixed on the 
guide, awaiting from him the signal to start.# Rut Mr. 

I licks having made his bargain, was not at all disposed to 
hurry himself. lie fn\->t ransacked the carriage to discover 
his own little portmanteau; and having adjusted it over 
his shoulders to his satisfaction, he next indulged himself 
with selecting dehbeiately from among many a promising, 
quid of tobacco ; having placed this comfortably within 
his cheek, he next slowly appioached the driver, and 
began a conversation with as much composure as if it 
were neither dark nor mining, and as if no one were 
waiting for him. 

During these dilatory manoeuvres, Lord Darcy gave the 
first symptom he had shown of being mentally present to 
the scene. His eyes kindled, he bit his lip, and stepping 
forward, said in a voice of command, “ On, fellow*” But 
before the word was # well pronounced, the feeling, or at 
least the expression of it, was passed ; and he stepped 
back quietly to his former position. 

Mr. Hi^ks followed him with his eye, and having looked 
at him steadily for about a minute, said, “■ Was jou 
thinking of speaking to 1, young Mister?” 

Lord Darcy shook his head in silence. “ Ay, that s all 
right. I comprehend as yon calculate you had better not.” 

Having made this speech, he too stood like the rest of 
the party, as if waiting, for a signal to move. 
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“ Which way arc we to go, sir?” said Mr. Gordon. 

■ “ Why, as to that, sit, I am not yet quite capable to 

sa } T -” , 

“ Good God 1 did you not consent to be our guide - 

“ I never sa\s nothing as I don’t calculate to keep to, 
Mister.” 

“ Then why do you tell me that you do not know the 
way ? ” 

“ 1 expect. Mistei, that you would find it considerable 
difficult to prow* that I ever said any such a thing.” 

“ Then what did you say ? and what are we to do?” 

“ bor that, sir. you will do jiDt what pleases yom^clf. 
Kveiybody in tins country enjoys that pnvilege.” 

k * Do you mean to lead us to shelter, or not v ’’ said 
^tlr. Gordon, losing patience. 

“ Why, sir,” said Mr. Hicks, “ I comprehend that the 
case stands thus You and I have made a but gain ; and 
as the proposal commenced with you, 1 reckon as you 
ought to perfoim your part of the paction first.” 

“Good heaven’ arc we waiting for that,” said Mr. 
Gordon, drawing out his pocket-book; “ 1 believes sir, this 
note is for five dollars, but there is hardly light to seen” 

“ I never travel without the power of lighting my 
segar,” said Mr. flicks; and then with a dclibeiate eom- 
]) 0 sure, which made Caioline laugh, notwithstanding her 
deploiahle condition, he obtained a light, which, com- 
municated to a match, enabled him to read the important 
words, “ United States — five dollars.” Then extin- 
guishing the light, he deposited the note in his pocket- 
book, adding, with more complacency than he had yet 
spoken, “All right; and now', sir, I am ready to do my 
part.” lie then turned from the ro^l, and taking his way 
round the k ‘ big hickory tree,’’ entered the forest, and 
strode forward at a pace which soon obliged those who 
followed to cry r for mercy. 

The road soon became rough, wet, and slippery ; and 
when they had fully entered the forest, the light hardly 
enabled them to distinguish the figure of the man as he 
moved on before them. The umbrella was no longer of 
any use; it only shook the heavy moisture from the trees, 
as it brushed past them. The inconvenience and fatigue 
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i)f this walk to a young girl so totally umiscd to any kind 
)f difficulty, appeared very sevei e : but Caroline endured- 
t with great spirit for above a mile, w]ien f they came to 
one of those contrivances, which in the back woods of 
'America sene as bridges. 

»• Mr. I licks li«*re stopped, saying, “ Now we be come to 
Big Mud Creek: so y ou must just be waiy like as to 
w here you step. There ’s no great matter of water, 1 cx- 
j>ect, but the depfl) of mud is considerable.'' 

Lord Darcy, who had doted fonvard a few steps in ad- 
vance, now returned, exclaiming eagei ly, “ You must wait, 
Sir. (iordon, ) ou must wait till we can kindle a file , here 
are pines that will blaze quickly, and gi\e us a light.” 

“ It is well thought of, Ldwaid;” and placing Caroline 
under sheltei of the tiee-*, Mr. ( Iordon* assisted by Lord 
Darcy and the sen ants, soon collected boughs sullicient 
lor the pin pose. 

Mr. Ilieks stood peileetl) still while this was going for- 
ward ; and when the\ had completed tin* pile, he adduced 
Mr. (iordon in his usual measined tone: kk It is no had 
thought, that, of the }oungstei, a^> far as having a light 
goes. 'There is no denying as we shall see* how to eioss 
the Big Mud Creek all the better for a blu/e : and tne 
young woman would be in an ugly fix ll she happened to 
fall on one side or the other. The budge is pretty con- 
siderable narrow. But it is but right to tell \on, before 
commencing, that stopping to pull down brandies, and 
lighting hie, and the like, don’t in no way make pait and 
pared of our bargain. I said, Mister, as I guess you can’t 
have forgot, seeing it is not much over an hour, according 
to my calculation, since the words was spoke, that live 

( lollars would just pay my time twixt the road and SJas 
Sums’ clearing and back again ; but that did not no way 
include stopping to make a lire on the way.” 

“Will five dollars more content you, sir? And will 
you lend us the use of the phosphorus? It may be dif- 
ficult to find mine.” 

“ In regard to the contenting of me,” said Mr. Hicks, 
“ 1 don’t expect that you 11 find no one more reasonable 
to content in this countiy than me. We are a lice people. 
Mister, and all sets a value on ourselves. In respect of 
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the five dollars additional, I won’t say but it might he 
suitable enough, if the pine boughs were sure to burn 
kindly ; but ypu won’t deny, I expect, that if they don’t, 
it ought to make a difference. And a good deal will rest 
with the young woman, as to whether she is particu.ar a? 
to waiting for a great blaze, or whether she will content 
herself with a little one.” 

“ Charge what you will,” said Mr. Gordon, inexpressibly 
provoked, “ only for Heaven’s sake make haste with youi 
match.” 

“ We don’t much calculate in this* country that haste in 
business is approvable : we counts that it seldom answers * 
and as we are all free, and speak what we conclude to be* 
the truth, I must remark that I m no ways understood 
you to include the use of the matches, when you com- 
menced your new pioposal.” 

“ I hjjve told you that you might name your own price,” 
repeated Mr. Gordon ; ‘ c ask what jou wall, only do not 
keep us here.” 

“ I have no particular desire to stay here mjsclf,” ob- 
served the impenetrable Mr. Hicks, for the evening is 
no ways agreeable; but the first duty of’ man is business. 
Now the opening matches, when the trees is drip, drip, drip, 
as you hears, and, I calculate, feels* too, sir, cannot he? 
done without considerable risk to the whole hatch. I would 
on no account take advantage of a gentleman’s hurry to 
drive a hard bargain — our country, sir, L free and fair, fair 
and free — hut in conscience, and in justice to my family, 
I expect I cannot take less than a dollar, thirty-seven and 
a half cents, for the matches, phosphorus, and trouble of 
fetching ’em out of my long coat poc ket.” 

“ Agreed, agreed ! now let us have them, and we shall 
see a blaze in a moment.” 

“ You knows my w ay of doing business, sir.” 

Again Mr. Gordon pulled out lus pocket-book, and 
again the match was kindled for the examination of the 
note. Lord Darcy, unable longer to control his impa- 
tience, seized the lighted match, and the w/ood they had 
collected was already in a blaze, before Mr. Hicks had at 
all recovered his astonishment at the suddenness of the 
proceeding. Having finished the important business of' 
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yeiuring the not c in his pocket-book, lie said with much 
solemnity to Mr. (loi don, II that ) oung \ai men! expec ts’ 
to make his fortune in the* United States, must learn 
him different ways of* getting the better in a bargain, than 
what* that is, or ma> be he'll get goqgedbefoic he finds 
bis pockets full.* lie s got the better of me for the one 
dollar, thii ty-seven and a halt, that’s a fact; but he may 
not fare never the better for it, in the end.” 

Mi. Gordon then produced a handful of silver, and 
begged he would pay himself, which he did, slowly ex- 
amining vvery coin, and concluded the operation with the 
remaik that the youngster thought to have come over 
linn. 

Meanwhile 1 t lie hla/ing fagots showed many things to 
It lie unfoi tunate tia\elleis; it showed a ravine dismally 
dai k and deep, dow n w Inch 1 an a muddy stream ; it showed 
u budge ovei it, composed of two tiunks of pine Wees, it 
jshow ed poor Uaiolme’s face, looking deadly pale, and her 
limbs sluvei ing w ltli eold, notwithstanding Loid Dairy's 
cloak had been tin ou n 1 omul her, as she sat under the ti ee. 

“ My pool gnl I ” exclaimed the ten died father, “ how 
will ) on ever cross this fiightful pass''*’' 

“ It is impossible, ” ened Lord Durey ; wait for me a 
moment and he disappeared among the trees. 

u What childish rashness!” said Cai olme ; u IIow can 
his running away help us?” 

“ \t least it wall give you time to warm yourself, 
Caroline : you are ver) eold, my love 1 ” 

“ It is very true, papa ; so let me have the bag, William, 
close to the fire, and I will sit upon it. Now were we, 
some of us, a little less miserable, both in body and mind; 
did I shake a little less for instance, and were that gulf 
not quite so wide, and not quite so deep; and weie that 
terrible bridge a little less like a tight*] ope, what a de- 
lightful adventure this would be !” 

The two servants, meanwhile, occupied themselves in 
reconnoitring the pass, and after a few minutes thus em- 
ployed, they returned to the fire, looking most unfeigncdly 
dismayed. 

“ It may he possible, sir, for you, and Mr. Smith, and 
us to get over, but it will be no easy matter either ; and 
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as for in > young mistiess, I am quite sure, <dr, she ear* 
“never do it.” 

Mr. (Jordon turned to Mi. links, who was silently and 
caiefully warming himself b\ tlic file, and smoking a 
segar ; “ Do you know of’ no other road to this dwelling? 
can it only he teached by mossing these ahglif logs."'” 

u As to that, sir, it is beyond tlie depth of my know- 
ledge to certify hou many ways them may be to get into 
a dealing what lies in the deep of the forest ; but 1 expect 
that if we had travelled by the mui iner’s compass, fiom the 
spot vv hat we started from, we could not have' come no 
mol e diret ter.” * 

“ Would it not be possible to camp heie foi the night? 
Are there any bears, or noxious snakes likely to annoy 
us ? ” 

For the matter of bears, the} have been pretty con- 
siderably driven back by the improvements; them’s a 
cretur what hates improvement ; but for the seipents, j 
specially the* copper-heads, and the rattlers, they don’t so 
much stand upon it; for one sees them as rife round a 
stump as round a tree.” 

A Good heaven T my dear child, what can we do for you ■' 
Speak, Caroline: if’ }our head and jour foot are steady M 
tlieie will be no more danger for you than for the rest; 
have you the courage to tiy ? ” 

“ W here is that unfortunate bov, papa? what freak is 
he off upon now ? ” 

u You do not answer me, Caroline ; would you ratliei 
camp beside this fire, with such shelter as boughs can 
give, or cross that fiightful bridge to find a roof?” 

“ Wdl you decide for me, my dear father ? ” said Caro- 
line, willi unusual seriousness. “ I do not think my spirits 
are weaker than the rest, but my limbs tremble : perhaps 
it is only from cold ; if so, these blazing pines will soon 
make a heroine of me.” 

“ I cannot bear to urge you, my dear child, for should 
jmur strength or courage fail when ‘half way over, a false 
step might be fatal. Shall we at once decide upon waiting 
here for the return of day? After all, I believe it wall be 
my cowardice, and not yours, which will keep us here.” 
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“ Po««ihlc 1 ” exclaimed Mr. Hicks. <c Do you ready 
and truly think oi camping out heio all niylit alter all? 
AVli) now m our count ry u e should lay rather prefer 
camping out In the side of the high mad, and paying 
nothing fin it, to coming just to do the same thing m a 
swamp, and p<^\ ing eleven dollais, thin) -seven and a half 
cents, lint theie is no accounting loi the difference of 
nations.” 

At tins moment young Darcy returned, and in i c plv to 
tlie eager questions of Mr. (ioidon. stated that alxmt a 
quai tes of a mile distant, the high banks of the ei ec k sud- 
den!) fell, and by what he could judge b) tin* imperfect 
examination he was able to make m the daik, the stream 
was there fordable. Ilepioposed that the servants should 
accompany him to the spot, and kindle anothci file as 
near the* stream as possible, to enable them to ascertain 
whether it could he passed on foot without danger. If’ it 
pioved feasible, he said he would immediate!) return and 
guide them down the declivity, and if' not, they would all 
leturn, and set about constructing some 1 kind 01 slic'd that 
might serve to shelter them till morning, adding that any 
thing would he better than the passage by tlie pme bridge. 

The newly awakened eneig) of tlu^ unhappy young 
man, so changed his air and \ nice, that for a moment both 
father and (laughter gazed at him m surprise. Dear 
Kdward,” said Mr. (Ioidon, “ue owe jou much for \our 
exertions ; your plan, at least, offers a hope, and before 
your leturn, we were almost in despair. 1 wish 1 could 
go with you to assist in the examination, but I cannot 
leave Caioline, and she is too snugly placed here to re- 
move lnr, till we know' the result.” 

“ I would much lather remove now, papa, and help the 
examination myself.” 

Tut Lord Darcy was gone before she had ceased 
speaking. 

u And )()U, sir,” said Air. (Jordon, addressing himself 
to Air. links, “do you know’ of any such fold as the 
}oung gentleman speaks of ?” 

“ 1 neve r pretends to more knowledge than 1 have got; 
the pine bridge across the Big Aiud Creek was the pass 
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as I took wdien I came with Silas Bums to his dealing 
about a little trallic in hogs; but I won’t deny as it may 
possibly be so, seeing l came just the end of tbe winter, 
when thg waters is always at the deepest, and this n tbe 
latter end of the fall, when they is most commonly the 
shallowest.” 

Tbe conversation here ceased, and each one seemed 
occupied by their own speculations. In about twenty 
minutes they heard steps advancing through the rattling 
leaves, and Lord Darcy again stood before them. 

u I have ciossed and returned without difficulty,” said 
be; “ will you follow me, sir?” 

a Certainly, my dear boy, and most joyfully Do you 
prefer the budge, or will you go with us, sir:'” said Mi. 
Gordon, addressing their guide. 

Mr. Hicks replied, ‘’That lie was no ways w isbmg to 
pait company, though it was considerable likely they 
should lose time by going about.” 

Slowly and cautiously Loi d Darcy led their steps dow n 
the steep and slippery bank, lit' canied tbe bag which 
bad been Caiolmu's scat in one band, and with the other 
lie led her father, on whose arm she hung, step b> step 
to the spot whet e the tw o servants were still adding to 
the pile of blazing fagots they bad collected. 

Mr. Got don found on examination that the stream though 
here much wider, was so shallow that it might bo crossed 
with no other damage or danger than wet feet ; this, after 
the perils which had threatened them, was a light evil, 
but still it was more than he wished to expose Caroline 
to, and be asked her if’ she would consent to be carried 
across. 

“ No, indeed, papa,” said she, laughing, “ I certainly 
did not much like the idea of tumbling into Big Mud 
Creek ; but as to wetting my feet, you shall see that 1 do 
not mind it at all.” 

So saying, she moved quickly forward, and wrapping 
her dress around her, prepared to step into tbe muddy 
stream. 

“ It is not necessary, Miss Gordon,” said Lord Darcy; 
“ pray wait for a moment.” 
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<c I will wait two moments, Mr. Smith, but I really will 
not be carried.” 

“ l)o you not think, sir,” said Lord Darcy, addressing 
Mr. Gordon, “ that this hurdle which we have constructed 
with boughs, might be safely carried by Kobert and 
William across, with Miss Gordon upon it ? ” 

“ Indeed I do, Edward. Caroline, you will not refuse 
to use it.” 

U I think I had rather walk; but it would be very 
ungrateful ; and so, papa, I will be carried.” 

The scheme answered perfectly; and a few moments 
placed them all safely on the farther shore. They again 
climbed the steep bank to recover the track ; and having 
done so, they followed it in slipping aqd in groping, some- 
times knocking their toes against stumps, and sometimes 
their noses against boughs, for nearly an hour more, when 
they found themselves in front of the dwelling w*hich shall 
be described in the next chapter. 

It was with great satisfaction that our wet and weary 
travellers at length found themselves at the door of a human 
dwelling, and with greater still that they perceived, upon 
that door’s being opened, the bright blaze of' a large tire. 

Mr. Hicks entered first, and announced the party. 

u ’ Squire, here be a parcel of English folks what wants 
a night’s lodging, 1 expect.” 

The family party thus broken in upon, consisted of two 
men, one woman, and five boys and girls. 'The elder of 
the men stepped forward to receive them, with an air of 
quiet civility, saying, “ English be they? Well, no matter 
for that ; sit down, sit down.” 

Mr. Gordon apologised politely for having disturbed the 
family so unceremoniously, stated briefly the accident 
which had befallen them, and added, that Mr. Hicks, who 
was their fellow-passenger by the coach, had led them to 
hope they* might be accommodated with a night’s lodging 
under their roof. 

“ That follows, sir : no one is ever turned out in the 
forest.” 

Mr. Gordon expressed his gratitude for the promised 
hospitality, while he occupied himself about his daughter, 

. A A 
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who was so completely chilled and exhausted, as to be very 
little able to help herself. The two servants were equally 
assiduous for her accommodation. She was placed close to 
the fire ; her wet shoes, bonnet, and cloak removed, and 
all sorts of contrivances to make her comfortable resorted 
to, before she seemed at all conscious of where she was. 
The woman of the house and her two eldest daughters 
assisted these operations with much kindness,, and were 
presently rewarded with a very sweet smile. 

“ Thank you ! thank you ! how very kind you all are ; 
I fear I have taken all your places by the fire. Is it not 
delightful, papa, to see such a blaze as this, after wan- 
dering so long in the dark forest ? it is almost too bright 
to look at.” 

Miss Gordon raised her hand, to shelter her eyes from 
the fire, and at the same time to enable her to look round 
the room'at the party which filled it. 

“ Why do you stand so far from the fire, Mr. Smith ? 
I should think your feet must be wet enough to render it 
as agreeable to you as to us.” 

Thus reminded, Mr. Gordon and the 'squire turned 
their eyes in the same direction. Lord Darcy was stand- 
ing at some distance, the wet dripping from his hair, and 
his beautiful countenance as pale as marble. 

“ Oh, Edward !” cried Mr. Gordon, kindly, “ you want 
our care as much as she does ; pray come to the fire.” 

f< Do you not think Miss Gordon should be put to bed. 
sir? she looks very pale.” 

“ Do you not think Mr. Smith should be put to bed, 
sir? he looks very pale,” gaily repeated Caroline. 

u Come, come,” she added, “ Master Edward, do not 
give yourself any manly airs, you are by no means made 
of iron and steel; come and sit down in this corner 
directly.” 

a You do, indeed, look pale, Mister,” said tl|e 'squire’s 
lady. “ worse by far than the young woman. I expect 
that you had better, one and all of you, take a little 
whisky.” 

“ Do not be shocked, papa, but I really think so too. 
A. thousand thanks to you, madam, for your kindness to 
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us all, and I accept it in the name of the party, thank- 
fully.” 

“ Put on the kettle, Benjamin Franklin ; fetch down 
the maple sugar from the shelf, Sally ; bring over all the 
mugs, Monroe, my man. Pray make yourselves at home, 
gentlemen.*’ ^ 

“ Sit here, sir/’ said the ’squire to Mr. Gordon ; and 
“ sit there, sir,” said his brother to Mr. Hicks. 

Lord Darcy, in obedience to the commands of Caroline, 
had already placed himself on a bench at the side of the 
fire, opposite the place she occupied. 

44 Here *s a snug place for you, sir,” said one of the sons 
to Robert ; “ and t’other gentleman,” pointing to William, 
44 can just nestle in, alongside of the young woman.” 

The servants looked puzzled. 44 No thank you, Master, 
we shall do well enough out here,” said Robert, 44 especially 
if we get a little whisky.” 

44 Did ever man hear the like of that,” said the hostess; 
44 wet you be as drowned rats, and wet you calculate to 
remain, if you don't come nigh the fire.” 

Robert looked at his master. u Sit down, both of you,” , 
said Mr. Gordon ; 44 sit down, Robert, in the place offered” 
you, and make room for William beside you.” 

44 Why, sure them bean’t your sons, Mister ? ” said the 
’squire. 

44 No, sir, they are my servants.” 

44 And them that colour — my!” exclaimed the wife. 

44 Well, wife, I just guess you were best not put in your 
say. You haven’t read enough of foreign parts to realize 
the thing. All countries are not like our country, you 
know, sir. But this is no time to be talking politics. 
What can you give the folks for supper ? Come, girls, be 
stirring, there ’s fine children.” 

This order was quickly and cheerfully obeyed ; the 
young people bustled about, and the active, though sickly - 
looking mother, assisted them. 

44 Set the spider here, Ophelia, and give me a spoonful 
of grease ; Euphrosyne, hand me over that oven, my 
daughter. Don’t be afeared, young woman she won’t 
hurt your head. Just run and fetch the venison, Monroe, 
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’tis hung in the elder bush. Here ’s capital coals on the 
hearth, and ’twill be done in no time. Stir the hominy, 
my daughter, and give the Johnny cakes a turn ; mind the 
gurdle, Euphrosyne, and I’ll set the table/' 

Though most of these orders were unintelligible to thd 
English travellers, they seemed to give vefy agreeable 
promise of refreshment ; and Caroline, whose spirits were 
completely restored, enjoyed exceedingly the novelty of 
the scene. 

The room was large and lofty, having no other ceiling 
than the pointed roof. The chimney was immensely 
large ; the planks of the floor were loose, and moved 
under every step. In one corner was a large bed, furnished 
with coarse mosquito bars ; in another a press, which 
seemed capable of containing the wardrobe of the whole 
family ; a t(urd corner was occupied by an ample cupboard, 
from whence issued most of the preparations for the meal; 
and the fourth appeared to be the depositary of all the 
arms of the family, for not less than half a dozen rifles 
were placed there. Having taken a sufficiently accurate 
survey of the sttll life, she began a closer examination of 
the living groups than the light had hitherto permitted, 
for two home-made candles now flared, smoked, and 
flickered away on the supper- table. 

The father of the family was a tall stout man, about 
forty, and would have been handsome, had not his mouth 
been rendered unseemly by the hue of tobacco, and his 
eyes sunk, as if out of health. His brother, younger in 
appearance, had a countenance much less agreeable ; his 
dress differed from that of the other members of the 
family, which was coarse, home-made, and almost pic- 
turesque in its rudeness ; his being of that cut and fabric 
which placed him decidedly among the shabby genteel of 
a city. The mistress of the house looked ill, and over- 
worked, and, had not the children called her. mother, 
might have been taken for their grandmother. The eldest 
boy appeared rugged and heavy ; the two elder girls were 
exceedingly pretty, and the youngest boy and girl lively 
and well featured, and by far the healthiest looking part 
of, the family. 



Ol- THE AMERICANS. 


357 


Caroline observed that her father appeared as much 
occupied and amused as herself. The two servants' sat 
silently apart. Mr, Hicks, with his hijt on, and his feet 
resting on the back of young Burns' chair, had fallen 
fast asleep; but Lord Darcy bad placed himself so com- 
pletely in tiie shade of the projecting chimney, that she 
could only see that he was not engaged as she was, lor he 
had turned his head away from the bustling scene. 

When the smoking venison cutlets, hominy, eggs, and 
fried ham, were placed on the board, the whole party as- 
sembled round it. The two servants took their places 
behind Mr. Gordon and his daughter; and though the 
whole of the Burns' family looked on this arrangement 
with as much surprise as if it had been some mystical 
pagan rite, they did not interfere with it. The supper 
was excellent, and the entertainers soberly kind. The 
’squne’s lady could hardly be said to plact* herself at 
table, so constantly was she occupied in seeking and 
bringing whatever the party required. Whisky was in 
great abundance, being poured fiom a huge bottle cased 
in wicker-work, which was brought from the comprehen- 
sive cupboard, w hen the master of the mansion called foe-* 
the “ Demi John.” The forest family and Mr. Hicks all 
ate w ith such amazing rapidity that their substantial meal 
was finished before “ the English folks’* had well began. 
However, as the 'squire showed more inclination to con- 
verse than before he lmd refreshed himself, they con- 
tinued to sit at table without scruple. 

“ How long may you be from the old country? ” he 
began. 

“ But a short time, sir.” 

“ Come to establish some factory, I expect?” 

“ No, sir, our chief object is to travel and see your fine 
country.’* 

’Squire Burns drew bis chair nearer to Mr. Gordon, and 
pressed liim to take a glass of whisky. 

And pray, sir, what may your name be ? ” 

“ Gordon, sir.” 

“ Well, Mr. Gordon, you are right, sir, that’s a fact. 
The English are counted great travellers, and for certain 
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they could go nowheres where there is more nor better 
things to see than in the Union.” 

“ You must doubtless have many things to interest 
strangers.” 

“ You may say that, Mr. Gordon. The only objection 
as I know against travellers coming here ic, that they 
most times mixes a little envy of us in their remarks. 
However, that is all very natural, especially in the English, 
when all is considered.” 

“ I hope, sir, this bad feeling is not so general as you 
suppose. ” 

“ Why, sir, how can it be otherwise? Think only 
what a deplorable, oppressed country they comes from, 
and what a glory of a paradise they find here. Theie is 
not on the face of the earth such another, and 'tis no 
great wonder that they should feel a little envy at the 
sight.” 

“ Well, sir, I can only say that I will endeavour to 
check this criminal feeling. ’’ 

“ Indeed, Mr. (Jordon, I’m not the man to be severe 
upon it, and I thjnk we have no manner of right to object 
to it. The feeling is a natural feeling. Pray, sir, take 
your toddy. You do then allow, Mr. Gordon, that we 
beat the old country r ” 

“ We have really been so short a time in America, 
that it would be quite presumptuous to form a judg- 
ment.” 

“ Not at all, not at all ; speak freely, sir : did you 
ever see any thing so magnificent as this here state of New 
York? Say.” 

“ Indeed, sir, the country appears most beautiful 

“And the factories, Mr. Gordon, sir? and the insti- 
tutions? and the buildings? don't they altogether work 
upon your mind in the manner of a surprise ? ” 

Mr. Gordon bowed and smiled. 

But ’squire Burns was not to be so answered ; he 
chuckled complacently, and, laying his hand on that of 
Mr. Gordon, said, “Ah, mister, 1 guess I read your mind. 
You can’t in your conscience deny us our superiority, and 
you are too much of an Englishman to like to confess it. 
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Iley, Mr. Gordon? I have hit the right nail on the head, 

1 expect ? ” 

“ it may be so, and therefore you wjll kindly excuse 
my answering more fully.” 

Surely, sir, surely; we ask no more of no man, let 
him come 1'iom what country he will, than just to own 
that we are first and foremost; and after that we grant 
him freedom to keep the rest of his thoughts to himself. 
And pi ay, sir, to what point may you be travelling? ” 

To Rochester, sir.’’ 

“ Ay ! I’m not sorry to hear that. I don’t expect 
that between the poles there’s another place can ditto 
that. It is altogether unequalled in history, that's a 
fact.” 

“ Is it a large settlement, sir ? ” 

“ A settlement ? I don’t know what you may call a 
settlement in your country — perhaps you may call it a 
settlement there; but m our country, which 1 have been 
learnt in my geography is pretty considerable bigger than 
yours, we count Rochester a perfect glory under heaven.” 

“ 1 have no doubt, sir, we shall find it all you describe, 
but I fear w r e may have some difficulty in getting there.. 
What w ill be our best method of obtaining a conveyance 
to the next post-house, where we can meet a stage ? ” 

“ I calculate that what you call post-house is what we 
call tavern. ’Tis likely that you hangs your signs upon 
posts, and that, as 1 reckon, is the i cason why you call 
’em post-houses. You'll find, Mr. Gordon, most commonly 
in tins country, sir, that, if your words ar’n’t altogether 
the same as what wc use for the same things, we always 
finds nut the meaning, as it were by instinct. I guess 
you must have commenced making that observation al- 
ready. The remarkable intelligence of our people is, I 
expect, most commonly consented to now, in all parts of 
the world ? ” 

“ Indeed we have found no want of it. But what do 
you recommend as our best mode of getting on ? " 

“ Why, sir, I am always willing to accommodate, and I 
expect it is noways impossible but I may be capable of 
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sending you forward ; ’twill only be for you to pay me 
reasonable for the loss of a day's ploughing. My oxen 
steps out remarkable, and the young woman will find great 
comfort from being conveyed dry-foot in our waggon.” 

During the latter part of this conversation the party 
had left the table, and replaced themselves rcund the lire. 
Caroline, partly from her gay nature, and paitly from 
curiosity, began a gossiping conversation with the pretty 
girls of the house, while the mother set aside the appur- 
tenances of the supper-table. 

“Have you lived here long, Miss Euphrosyne ? ” she 
began. 

“ We have been in the bush better than six years,” 
answered Miss Euphrosyne. 

“ My!” interrupted Miss Ophelia, “ why, sis, ’tis seven 
years this fall.” 

“ And how do you like the life ? ” 

“ I expect ’tis pleasant enough by times.” 

“ Do you see many people ^ ” 

“ My ! I guess not indeed; ’tis sometimes a month out, 
’twixt time and time, that we sees a human.” 

“ Do you go to church ?” 

“ No, w r e ar’nt Christians.” 

“You are not Christians? IIow is that?” 

“ Why how can we be Christians, living in the bush 
so ?” 

“When Ophelia is married,” said the other sister, “as 
she counts to be next month, then I and she will both be 
Christians ; for she is to bide at Avon, and we shall be of 
the baptist congregation.” 

“ And when do you mean to be married, Euphrosyne ?” 

“ Not this year, I expect. I sha’n’t be sixteen afore 
August.” 

“ And how r old are you, Ophelia ?” 

“ Most seventeen. I should have been married before, 
only my beau was building a house. I hope sis will be 
married before she’s so old, for I hate old maids.” 

“And how do you amuse yourselves here? Do you 
love to w'alk in the forest ? ” 
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The two girls looked at each other, and smiled. 

“No, sure,” answered the elder. “ In our country ’.tis 
only the men what does that.” 

“ 1 don’t expect,” said the other, “ that you would find 
a»y American young lady what would demean herself to 
do just what#you did to-night/' 

“ No ? Why not ?” 

“ Cause she’d think it quite out of the way to be 
walking about in the dark with a parcel of men. But I 
expect the English thinks nothing of it.” 

“ Why, what was I to do, my dear girl ? Would the 
American ladies sit by the road side all night, instead of 
walking through the forest to such a nice comfortable 
place as this ? '* 

“ Why 1 guess they’d lose by that. 'sure enough ; but I 
never did see an American lady walking in the forest, for 
all that.” 

“ l)o you ride then ? ” 

“ Sometimes, when father goes to market, we rides in 
the waggon with mother, to sell the spinning, and to buy 
coffee and the like.” 

“ Are you not delighted to go 

“ Yes, 1 like it very much when 1 have got a good 
bonnet.” 

“ Well, I think 1 should be delighted, if I had got no 
bonnet at all.” 

“1 expect the English don’t mind ; but the American 
young ladies had rather bide at home from July to eter- 
nity than show themselves when they ar’n't jam.” 

Meanwhile Mr. Hicks was smoking a segar, and drink- 
ing whisky, in which he was joined by all the men of the 
family. Lord Darey had resumed his dark corner, and 
though Caroline from time to time turned her eyes 
towards him, she could not perceive that he either heard 
or saw any thing that was passing. 

And now Mrs. Burns, having finished her putting away, 
joined the female group, and told Miss Gordon, that the 
best sleeping place she had to offer her was just to lie 
between Ophelia and Euphrosyne. 
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“ This 'ere bed,” she continued, “ is what I and my 
husband and Sally sleeps in ; and the other room, which 
is altogether as big as this, have got two beds in it : one 
will be for my two girls and you, and t'other for Benjamin 
Franklin and little Monroe. Brother Hannibal sleeps m 
a bed under the cupboard there, though he,, is a gentle- 
man of the press at New York ; but we have got no 
better lodging for him, that’s a fact. As to all these 
gentlemen, J count they must he down round the fire for 
their rest.” 

Caroline, whose good spirits and good humour enabled 
her to meet most things easily, and who, notwith- 
standing her delicate breeding, looked hack to her dark 
walk through the forest without a shudder, was, never- 
theless, rather discomposed at this sociable arrangement; 
and, having quite as much decision as good humour in her 
character, ^she answered promptly, u 1 am exceedingly 
obliged to you, but 1 never leave my father lor a moment 
when I am travelling.” 

44 Possible ! and you such a big miss ! Well then I 
guess,” continued Mrs. Burns, 44 as we must give up our 
bed to you and your pa, and turn Benjamin Franklin and 
Monroe into tins room with the rest of the gentlemen, 
for father and 1 to take their bed.” 

Before Caroline could make any reply to this new 
offer of accomodation, Lord Darcy rose, and, approaching 
Mr. Gordon, took him by the arm, and led him out oi the 
house by the door at which they had entered. 

After a few moments they returned. Lord Darcy re- 
treated to his corner, and Mr. Gordon took the ’squire 
aside and conversed with him in a low voice ; during 
which time, Caroline, who followed them with her eyes, 
saw his pocket-book taken out, and a portion of its con- 
tents transferred to the hands of his host. As soon as 
this private dialogue had ended, Mr. Gordon resumed 
his seat, and the ’squire speedily set his whole' family in 
motion. 

44 Come, wife, stir about ; see to have a good blaze in 
t’other room. The boys is to turn out, and you is to turn 
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in with miss and the girls ; and mind to have clean linen 
on one of the beds, and no boys ar’n't to go in : that’s the 
bargain, I expect, mister ?” 

“ Exactly, sir,” said Mr. Gordon. 

•Mrs. Burns cast a glance of no very pleasant expression 
towards Caroline. “ Why, ’tis as bad as a hurricane to 
lodge English folks. They may have some other fancy 
when Eve done finished, for the girl told me but now that 
she always slept with her pa.” 

“ You misunderstood me, ma’am,” said Caroline, feeling 
not a little comforted by the able generalship of her father ; 
u I never sleep with my pa ; only in travelling 1 never 
leave him till he bids me.” 

“ Tis all one for that ; and as we ar’ift negurs, I see 
no great use in turning people topsy-Airvy so.” 

Here the 'squire took his lady by the sleeve, and, 
drawing her out of the room, conversed with her lor 
about two minutes ; after which she re-entered, and the 
stipulated arrangements were speedily made, without any 
more grumbling. 

As soon as it was announced that the fire was “ well 
alight” in the other room, Caroline prepared to retire. 
As she passed by Lord Daicy, she held out her hand to 
him ; hut he appeared not to remark it, for he rose and 
said, “ Good night, Miss Gordon,” without taking it. 
She then turned to her father, and, after embracing him, 
said, “ Pray, papa, look after that thoughtless boy, and 
do not let him lie down on his wet cloak.” She then 
uttered a general good night, and left the room with the 
females. 

The. pretty foresters willingly undertook the office of 
Abigails, and seemed well satisfied by being permitted to 
ransack the night-bag in return. The night-gown, the 
night-cap, the combs, the brushes, were all seized upon, 
and all tried. Even the little Sally would not be con- 
tented till she had seen how she looked in the “ strange 
woman’s cap.” Caroline submitted to all these novelties 
with great resignation; nay, the fair, smiling young faces 
so conquered her aristocracy, that she said to Ophelia, 
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“ Either you or Euphrosyne must sleep with me ; the 
bed is quite large enough, and I shall not mind it at all.” 

“ But I shall though,” cried Mrs. Burns, suddenly 
breaking the silence she had maintained since the private 
conversation with her husband. 1 mind it, if* you don’t. 
Folks what gives five dollars to get a girl a bed to herself ] 
must know there is some reason for it. My guls sdmll all 
three sleep with me this night, please the Lord.” 

u Well then, ” said Caroline, smiling, “ good night to 
you all : I am very sleepy;” and in a few minutes the fair 
wanderer was fast asleep. 


“ And so, young lady, you venture to avow yourself an 
anti republican in the house of Washington Warner.” 

“ Why, my dear sir, if you will ask a direct question, 
I must answer you fairly.” 

“'I promise you, I won’t advocate your not doing so, lor 
I allot upon having a deal of amusement in hearkening to 
your reasons. And firstly, Miss Gordon, what may you 
bottom your objections upon ? ” 

“ Firstly , Mr Warner, upon the fallacy of the promises 
you hold out.” 

“ You are a very pretty lady, and I expect you must 
say what you please ; otherwise I should tell you that you 
ought to be availed of the truth of what you say, before 
you undertake to antagonise the most perfect form of 
government that ever existed.” 

“ Upon my word, Mr. Warner, I think I could mention 
some little defects which might rest their claim to at- 
tention upon a firmer foundation than my beauty.” 

Ah, my dear young lady, you deceive yourself alto- 
gether. The dreadful prejudices in which all the nations 
of Europe are raised learn them to belittle the merits of 
our glorious country.” 
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“ I think you wrong us there, sir,” said Mr. Gordon, 
“ for it rather appears to me that many Europeans con- 
sider your country as the beau ideal of th& imagination ; — 
a sort of earthly paradise, where poverty cannot come, 
anti where care has no right to enter.” 

“ I should iftlmire to meet these superior-minded people, 
Mr. Gordon. There is nothing more agreeable than 
talking to foreigners that have no educational prejudice. 
Indeed, it is pretty perceptible that the Europeans are 
calculating to commence a change. One and all are be- 
holding us with envy ; and 1 believe the kings are looking 
with a good deal of anxietude at this spirit of imitation.” 

4< We are farther advanced than you give us credit for,” 
replied Mr. Gordon: <c the change you *peak of has already 
been made, but it has not been found to answer ; we wish 
men to be free, as Lord Byron says, as much from mobs 
as kings ; and, therefore, I do not think it hkefy that we 
shall repeat the experiment made in France, in 1793.” 

“ But, Mr. Warner,” playfully persisted Caroline, 
u what I quarrel with most is the fallacy of your nominal 
institutions. You tell your labouring poor that they are 
your equals, when really, except m the permission of being 
as rude as they like, I do not as yet observe at all more 
equality of condition between those who labour, and those 
who do not, than at home.” 

“ Ah, my dear miss! that is because you have not been 
long enough amongst us to understand the inestimable ad- 
vantages they enjoy. But come, now, confess that your 
alone reason for disliking our glorious country is that 
your aristoeratical feelings cannot bear to see all the 
people think and happy together.” 

Indeed, I cannot confess that; for I protest that one 
of my most particular complaints against you is that your 
people never do look gay and happy together. I have 
never heard a hearty laugh since I entered the country.” 

“ Now that is a curious line complaint, as ever I 
heard ; and that from an English girl. Why, my dear 
Miss Caroline, you are come from a country where the 
cries of famine ring back and forth in your streets, and 
you are got here, where the people are rolling in plenty, 



366 


DOMESTIC MANNERS 


and now you fault their want of happiness ! Pretty as you 
are, Miss Caroline, I cannot approbate this.” 

“ Well, Mr. Warner, perhaps the labouring people here 
may look grave from indigestion ; but I do assure you that, 
notwithstanding the famine you talk of, the working clas- 
ses laugh and sing much more in my country than 
they do in yours.” 

“ I know that young ladies think they can make black 
seem white, but I expect you’ll find it difficult to make me 
realise that.*’ 

And here Mr. Warner got up, and took a turn across 
the room, with a look of some discomposure. 

“ Caroline is a spoiled child, Mr. Warner,” said her 
father, “ I hope yoja will forgive her — but she really is 
very saucy.” 

“ Surely, sir, surely. You know, Mr. Gordon, there is 
nothing so brief as finding people mistaking a country 
they do not thoroughly understand. Oh, Miss Caroline ! 
(pausing opposite her chair) you have got a deal of British 
insularity about you. You don’t like to jeopardise your 
gentility by our freedom and equality.” 

“• Do you know, Mr. Warner,” replied Caroline, “ that 
I begin to suspect that, though we both talk English, there 
are some few words which have exactly contradictory 
meanings on the different sides of the Atlantic. Freedom 
and equality, for instance.” 

*• How so, my pretty lady? how so?” 

“ May I speak plainly ? ” 

“ Surely, surely.” 

“ Then, will you tell me how you manage to reconcile 
your theory of freedom with the condition of your ne- 
groes ? or your treatment of the Indians with your doc- 
trine of equal rights ? ” 

“ I calculate, Miss Caroline, that these subjects are 
considerable much beyond the scope of the female ; so it 
would be partly unfair to make a requirement of more 
learning from you than from an older. Mr. Gordon, sir, 
what say you to a glass of mint julap?” 
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Miss Fidkiy left her “ painting” to entertain her com- 
pany ; but first ran to the kitchen door, and called to the 
help who had shown them in, to tell Black Betty to run 
over to fetch her mother in from the bakery, where she 
was gone to look after the baking some cakes for her 

P art y- . 

Having given this order, she re-entered the “keeping- 
room,” and began the conversation by begging Miss Gor- 
don to take off her bonnet. 

“ Ho take off your bonnet, Miss Gordon, you musn'tbe 
in a hurry to go. Ma will be here in no time, ” and the 
young lady extended her hand to untie the strings ; but 
Miss Gordon excused herself on the plea of being very 
cold. 

“ Surely, you must be cold. Only think of my fingers, 
and me painting all morning.” 

“ You must indeed have found it a chilling employ- 
ment.” • 

“ 1 expect you paint. Miss Gordon ? ” 

“ No, Miss Fidkin, I have never attempted any thing 
beyond a little drawing.” 

“ My ! what only with a pencil, I suppose, I calculate, 
Miss Gordon, as jmu never exhibited?” 

“ Oh dear no 1 ” 

u Pa says he won’t let me off of it. I have cost him 
such a.heap of money, he says, that he ought to get some 
credit out of it.” 

“ We shall be very happy, Miss Fidkin,” said Caroline, 
H to see some of your paintings.” 

“You shall be very welcoftne,” replied the young lady. 

“ I have Iteeped all I did at school ; and there’s a consi- 
derable sight of ’em, for I learnt five quarters.” 

Miss Fidkin then lifted the cushion of the sofa, and 
drew from thence a number of pictures, on a great variety 
of subjects. 
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“ I might have had a great port -folicr if I chose, for pa 
gives me every thing ; bat I asked for a new bonnet in- 
stead; for nothing makes one’s pictchures look so beautiful 
as keeping them under the sofa cushion.” 

‘‘ Certainly,” said Caroline, gravely, it appears to have 
preserved them admirably.” 

Wlule they were in full admiration and enjoyment of 
rose-buds, madonnas, shells, Cupids, and temples, Mrs. 
Fidkin herself made her appearance. 

“ Very glad to see you, sir. I am afraid the general is 
out ; do see, Athcnia. Won't you take your bonnet off, 
miss? Ar’rft they splendid, them pictures, Miss Gor- 
don ? I expect, ma’am, as you paint too — but Athcnia 
beats every body ever I see, to be sure.” 

Mr. Gordon murmured a compunctious “ very pretty,” 
but Caroline scrupled not to select an unique computation, 
consisting' of the Virgin and Child, with Cupid and his 
bow over their heads, and a rose-bush beside them, of 
which every blossom was as large as the madonna’s head. 
On this she bestowed her especial admiration, notwith- 
standing her father shook his head at her very reproach- 
fully. 

“ Ay, now, Miss Gordon,” exclaimed Mrs. Fidkin, 
“that’s what I fix upon ; that’s what I call first-rate.” 

“ I almost wonder that Miss Fidkin has not selected this 
for the exhibition,’’ said Caroline. 

“ Why for that, Miss Gordon, you sec this one was 
made up of two or three different kinds of pictures, but 
this that she’s painting of now is altogether French, and 
we count that it’s genteelest to follow the French in all 
their paintings and ornamentals. You’ll excuse me, Mr. 
Gordon, but we don’t think over much of the English, 
sir, in that line.” 

Mr. Gordon bowed, of course, and smiled. 

“ Docs Miss Fidkin play and sing, ma’am ? inquired 
Caroline. 

“ Yes, for certain, she does; and there’s few I expect 
that can equal her there either. We are uncommon for- 
tunate, the general and I, in Athenia’s improvements ; 
and I dare say, sir, your young miss is not far behind her. 
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Only t lie general says that there’s no people that have al- 
together the same docity as the Americans.” 

At the mention of music, Miss Fidki^ mo\ cal towards 
the piano, and seemed prepaimg to phu e hoi self* at it, 
wlyle Ah>. Fidkm eagei 1) called out, “Sweet home, 
Atlu nia * Noting like' home; ue must have that song 
first, that's a fact.” 


“ My ! I am so glad you have called 1 Do It'll us all you 
know about these unaccountable people. Uovv d’ye spell 
their name, Mrs. \\ ilhams > Is it (iurden or (Ionian ?” 

“ Indeed, Airs. Oaks, I am no way capable to eeitify; 
hut I did not come this aft ei noon so much to see Mrs. 
Ik' van and the ladies, as to make an inquiry, as*l ought, 
into this matter. The young miss, who, I am dec to say, 
is no way what I think imrect, has turned my Emily’s 
head, and she is not easy a moment away from her : she 
lias been twice with her to-day, and when she came home, 
just for her dinner, she baldly spoke a word, hut e very yow 
and then began smiling to herself, for all the woild like a 
natmal fool ; and when 1 asked her w hat she was laughing 
at, she only smiled the more, and said, ‘ I was thinking of 
Miss (xoidon, mamma.’ ” 

“ As for the miss, T am altogether of your opinion, 
ma’am. I dont approve her manners in any way : she has 
a sty le of coming over one that is quite unbearable. J have 
more than once repented already, I promise you, letting 
such queer folks into my elegant house ; hill the truth 
was, I had been long thinking how well I should like a 
spell of hoarding with these ladies here, and that It'd me 
Into it. But who shall say that 1 shall ever get paid 

“It is more than likely that you never will,” observed 
Mrs. Cornfsh : “ the English that come to this country are 
a most dreadful set indeed. I have very little opinion of 
the country in general, 1 confess — their lords, indeed, may 
lie a superior sort of people, but for all the rest, they are 
sad trash.” 


B B 
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“ Ah , mom Dick f t/s sont del' Europe They come from 
V Em ope, rnadame Oaks'-' ” 

“ Yes, ma’am, f they aie Europans, the worse luck mine 
for getting them for tenants.’ 

“Do \ on know, Mrs. Williams, wliat persuasion they 
are of ?'* solemnly imputed Miss Duucomb., 

tf No, really, Miss Duneomb: ali i know' of them you 
shall know; for here’s the letter i got fiom captain 
Birdmorc.” 

“ \\ hat ! the introduction ? ” said four ladies at once. 

<f Yes, indeed. just that. It begins. c Dear Mrs. Wilburns/'’ 

“ Does it indeed ? you know him very well then ? ” re- 
marked Miss Duneomb. 

“1 expect so, Miss Duneomb,'’ replied Mrs, W illiams, 
with dignity: “lie was a particular friend of Colonel 
Williams, w hen lit 1 w as secretary of state.” 

Miss Duneomb bowed her head to expiess that she 
was satisfied, and Mrs. Williams proceeded : — 

“ c D E A It M R s . WY C L I A M S, 

u ‘ I have the pleasure of introducing to you an 
old and valuable friend of mine, Mr. Gordon, who is 
travelling with his daughter, and a young gentleman under 
his care. 

“ A young gentleman ! ” mummied Miss Maria Cornish 
into the ear of her mamma. — 

Mrs. Williams continued: — 

“ 4 They mean to see Trenton, and Niagara, and other 
of the wonders of our country, in the spring, but they 
intend passing the winter at Rochester : and T shall be 
obliged to you, if' you will show them all the civility in, 
your power. 3 think my little fuend, Emily, must be 
almost big enough to be a companion to Miss Gordon, who, 
is a very accomplished young lady. 

Believe me to be, dear Mrs. Williams, 
your friend and servant, 

John Adams Bijrdmore.| 

“ 4 P. S. I have sent 3>y the Erie canal a tea-service of 
English china, which I hope wall be acceptable.’ ” 
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u Lit me see the name, Mrs. Williams, let me see how 
it is spelt,” cried Miss Dimeomb, Mrs. Bcvan, and Mrs. 
Oaks ; — “ G,o,i\d,o,n.’ 

u W ell, now, that’s a \ery odd w ay ol spelling Garden, ’’ 
sahl Mis. Bcvan. 

“ That loots just like a made up name,” said Miss 
Dimeomb. 

u The English names aie always harsh sounding and 
\ulgar,” ol)served Mi>. Goi nis^, “so unlike the French ! ’ 

“ Well, ladies, )(>u see,” lesumed Mrs. W illiams, “ that 
Captain Bndmore is not only an old fnend, hut a kind 
one ; and that i must he civil to these folks, let them be 
what they may; but 1 should ccitainly like to know some- 
thing about them, 1 do ow n that ; and I.guessed, Mrs. Oaks, 
}on would ne\er have lented youi beautiful neat place, 
without knowing mihk thing about the people j^ou united 
it to.” 

“ W’hy, how the Lord was I to know any more about 
them than >ou^” letorted Mis. Oaks, rather nettled. 

“ Why, from Mi. Warner, to he sure : did not he bring 
them ?” 

u Yes, no doubt ; and wdthout that I should havclieen 
long enough without letting them m. If the rent is one 
day behind, I shall go to him : he may trust to that.” 

“ I must say, Mrs. Oaks,” obsened Mrs. Bcvan, w ith 
all the eourteousness of manner due to a new boarder, 
u that I think you have been most lemarkable libeial to 
let them m without paying in advance. I, in my line, have 
found it altogether impossible to go on w ithout it. Not 
that I mind it with people 1 know, that is quite another 
thing ; hut for strangers it is entirely necessary.” 

Mrs. Oaks, colouimg with eagerness, replied, 

“ It is not too late now', Mrs. Levan. I’ll just go out to 
Mr. Wkirner, and desire hint to commence the proposition 
for me. 4 cannot realise it to myself how I could be so 
short-witted and imprudent. But my temper is too liberal 
and confiding, I know that.” 

1 Miss Duncomb now r drew up “ in act to speak and, as 
he was often chosen to pronounce the prayer at the class- 
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meetings, her words placed themselves in very solemn 
array. 

It is not niy purpose, ladies, to alarm you, and, befbie 
addicting you, 1 have waited to bear you state what your 
connection with these autul people might be ; but jt'is 
now a duty incumbent on me as a Chi istian, and a member 
of the same congiegation as you, Mrs. W ilbams, to men- 
tion what has come to my know ledge; and 1 speak with the 
spirit ol holy chanty Jt i^uilh gnef 1 teli you, that tlie 
no! getting yom rent paid, Mrs. Oaks, is by no means the 
w oi st thing you ha\e to fear.” 

Here Miss Dunromb paused; and the effect of* this 
prefatoiy haiangue was gieat. 

Mis. Cornish let Hie purse she was netting fall fiom her 
bands ; Miss Maria opened her mouth, and shut hei nowl ; 
Mrs. Oaks staited fiom her seat, m the intensity of Ji er 
anxiety , Mrs. Sevan's whole soul seemed to settle in her 
ears; Mis. Williams actually turned pale, and Madame 
tie Claiiville arched her eyebrows, hung her head on one 
side, and looked as if she intended to listen, which she 
ut) seldom did, and to understand, if she could, what 
was i’o follow. 

Miss Duncomb w ent on : — 

‘‘ 'This morning my clothes came home from the wash ; 
and, though my washerwoman is a negur, I know too well 
the humility w hich the Lord looks for from his own 
people 1 , not to talk to her as if she were white. She is a 
pious Christian, though she is black, and her words are 
not to be doubted. She told me that she went last night 
to the factory to buy some soap, and there she saw that 
Christian man, Simon Kicks, who is one of the partners. 
He w as telling something so earnestly to two or three 
gentlemen m the store that she stopped to listen, before 
she did her errand ; and she 'heard him say, that, if ever 
there was a run away chap in America, there was one now 
v\ Rochester. She then related the manner of Ids meet- 
ing these people^ and how he had found them out. He did 
not know their name, which he said they concealed most 
carefully ; the people that was with them always calling 
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the man sir, and master; and that,” continued Miss Dun- 
coin!) casting down her eyes, u is not the worst either, for 
Simon Hicks stated, that there was a ('feature with him, 
that calk'd him lather, but that it was peiiectly clear to 
set 1 that she was something else.” 

“ Meicy on me!” exclaimed Mrs. Williams, * k and my 
band) is there now. How could Captain Birdmoie let 
hnmelfbe cheated this wav? But I must run this instant, 
and take my cl ild away. Oh, what horrid wickedness 
there js in the w orld ! ' 

She was limit in” away, when Miss Duneomb stretched 
out liei long aim to stop her , and making it evident that 
she had not vet finished hei stoiy, the chorus of u Mys!” 
and kk Oh.-,!” and 4 ‘ Possibles ! ” was topped. 

<w 'Judy says, that the gentlemen asked Simon Hicks 
hmv lie came to find him ou t , and then hi' § told them 
siu h a lii.Hoi \ o( {lie manner in which lie had thrown 
about bis money , as k Lined to com inei* them all. Mr. 
Caitw right was there, who is certainly the smallest 
kiVvM'i m town, and lie said be bad no doubt the Bank of 
Holland had been robbed, that the u uft died condition 
of the country made' it \ciy hkrl) ; and that it woufd be 
nece>sary to be \ciy caicful as to how the 1 matter was 
treated, and that they were not lost sight ol , for any care- 
lessness in the business might involve the countr) in a wai 
with England.’* 

Mrs. Oaks coloured to the ears. She thought of the 
fifty dollars that she had in her pocket, and felt as certain 
of the fact as if she had aheady seen one or two of the 
party hanged. Mrs. Williams resumed her intention of 
going, but paused to say, that as to making a war with 
England, there was no reason that should make any dif- 
ference in their behaviour. 

44 Colonel Williams, w licit be was Secretary of State, 
always sa*id, that we were a great deal too much afraid of 
going to war with England, and that the best thing for the 
Union would be, to go to war, and beat them to pow der, 
and then make England our Botany Bay, which would 
save a deal of money, by putting down the penitentiaries 
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and state prisons ; — but I must go and look after Emily. 
What will my brother Wilson say ! ” 

After her exit, the rest of the party, with the excep- 
tion of the little French Ionian, crowded (loser round the 
orator, who. period 1\ in her element, went on for a consider- 
able time detailing further particulars from the nai ration 
of Judy and farther c ommentai its from herself, m that 
spirit of peculiar malevolence winch she denominated 
Christian chanty. 


Tim whole set from Mrs. Ihwan’s came togi tin r, w ith the 
exception of the French woman : and a wi\ solemn enti) 
it w.is. Miss ( ioi don could haidlv prest i \ e her gi ;a if\ 
w file she w atehed the looks andjistened to the imuic udoes 
of Mrs. ( )aks. 

-■ Dt'jr inr, ma’am. 1 didn't think as \on’d hud an\ des- 
titution offurnitiue m my house, and yet 3 ou \ c put m a 
sight.” 

•• l expect the English are fond of heavy furniture, 
ma’am,* 7 said Mrs. Cornish; u ’tis onh, 1 believe, the 
Ameiicans and the French who advocate lightness and 
elegame in their rooms.’’ 

“ The Fmghsh arc certainly indebted to France for 
many ol their prettiest deem utionsAn plied Miss (ioidon. 

kf Have you been m Pans, Miss GoidonA” 

Never, madam.” 

Oh. then 1 expect you don’t know much about the 
fish ions, Miss (Jordon.” 

‘ Very likely, ma’am ” 

Mrs. Inwaii amused herself In walking about*th(* room, 
examining and admiring every thing; certain that if it did 
not belong to Mrs. Oaks, it did to Miss Gordon, and that 
s,hc must please somebody. 

Miss Duncomb, with the air of a person who has a right 
to examine into the manner 111 which their acquaintance 
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spend their time, opened succe ssively e\ cry hook on the 
table, and regularly shook her he ad as she closed each, of 
them. 

iw Pray, ma’am, to w hat congregation might you belong 
iw y our ow n country ? ” 

“ W e attended the paiisli church of Soaton, in the 
country, and Audlc\ -sti eet chapel, m town.’ 

\ on June some sinning lights, ma'am, among \ oil, 
though none to cajuai what you tmd heicx 

J flunk, .Miss bunion,” said the elegant Mrs. Cornish, 

that 1 should be ext lavagant ly fond ol YauxhalJ ; ' t is the 
only Imglish thing that evci appealed lolei able* to me from 
desci ipt ion.’’ 

k ' 1 u('\ei was there, ma'am,"’ replied Miss Cordon. 

! lie t out eni]>t of the lady e\ idently increased c \ ei y mo- 
ment , ( m:l nothing but the i leh 1'iench sutm-stiteh upon 
hi iss ( b>i don’s dre'ss k< *]>t her u itlun t lie limit? of ci\ dity ; 
but men tins could not pre\ent hei boms lying, 

‘ k We don’t reckon I aighsh ladies \ ei y fashionable : the 
Anuntan and the lunch. I behe\e, aie most the* thing 
now. Do you icc kon Dnghsh lndnts fashionable at 
Loudoi t - 

u Oil no, ma’am, not at all,’ said Miss Cloi don, laughing. 

I expect, ntiss / you will be in no lmny lo get home 
again, ’ said Mis. law an, eoaxmgiy' ; “ you must find iL so 
pleasant here, Mrs. Oaks s house- and all.” 

Koi hostel must indeed be a most delightful residence; 
it is impossible to doubt it.” 

I expect nobody could doubt it, with such a house and 
such a minister, r ’ said Mis.-, Duncomb. 

AsMiss Cornish had not yet spoken, Caroline thought 
it would be end to addicss her, and asked the kacknicd 
miss like 4 (juestion — 41 Do you play, Miss Cornish f 

u i hay e had five (putters, ma’am, at New hoik,” 
msw ert*d the young lady, as if rather affronted at the 
doubt. 

‘‘ Are you fond of music?” 

u No 1 don t eare k about any tiling but French ; 1 yvant 
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to talk French when I go to Farit, ; but as you havVt been 
at JMris, 1 suppose you don't care about it.” 

“ Not so cxclu ively as 3011 do. perhaps.” 

Still more questions were* to be asked, or nothing would 
be said; so the mistress of the house bejian aeain — A*rc 

7 OO 

you a great reader. Miss Duneomb r ” 

“ I read all books assisting to m3' salvation, ma’am, that 
I am so lucky as to hud/’ 

“ I hope, Miss Gordon, your shelves won’t scratch my 
wall,” said Mrs. Oaks, “ for I see they are stuck smack 
against it.” 

“ I trust the shelves will do no mischief,” replied the 
young lad3 T , courteously; bur if tht'3 r do, I will beg 3011 
to accept them as a ^ecompenee.” 

Tiie ladies looked at each other. 

“ That 's very genteel, miss, certainty , but yet 1 don’t 
know but d bit of new paint might be bettei, foi 1 have 
got no books to put in ’em, that ’s a fact.” 

‘•Why, they are right down elegant, Mrs. Oaks,’’ ex- 
claitned the astonished Mrs Btvan; ‘-I'll buy T tlieiu of 
you myself, for the* value of a pot of paint.” 

“ T'lme enough for that, Mrs. l>evan,” replied lier 
cautious border ; “ mayhap the young lady r may change 
her mind.” 

“ Is there a theatre at Rochester?” inquired Caroline. 

A low moan issued from the lips of .Miss Duneomb. 
Mrs. Oaks gave a little gentle “hem.” Mrs. Bevan looked 
timidly round, to see who would reply, and Mrs. Cornish, 
without the fear either of Miss Duneomb or Mr. Wilson 
before her, stoutly’ answered, “ Yes, ma'am, a veiy genteel 
theatre, and I shall be happy to go with you there when- 
ever you please.” 
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* Mrs. Williams was determined to do honour both to 
Captain l>ir?lmore\s china, and to the 1 commands of her 
biother; and she and her pretty Emily spent the whole 
of two days in going from house to house, throughout the 
town of Rochester, and saying to everyone of sutiicient 
fashion, “Will you come and drink tea with us on 
Saturday 0 we have got a tew friends, and the English 
people are coming.” This form was as powerful in its 
effect, as any u Due ad utc, to call fools into a circle,” that 
was ever used. 

So great indeed was the curiosity to meet the party, 
who a short time before were in danger of being driven 
fiom the town by acclamation, as suspected* felons that 
not one of the invited but appeared at Mis. Williams’s 
on the evening named. 

W hen Miss (Jordon and her father entered, the Vails 
of the parlour were lined with females, «and the centie of 
the room occupied by a host of gentlemen. 

Mr. Warner and Mr. Wilson immediately stepped irom 
among them, to shake bands with Mr. (Jordon, while 
Emily came forward to take possession of bis daughter. 
Lord Darcy’s earnest request to be permitted to pass the 
evening in writing to bis mother bad been complied with, 
and he remained at home. 

This arrangement was unfavourable to the popularity of 
Miss (Jordon, for when Lord Darcy was not with her, she 
w as apt to forget the peculiarity of their situation ; and on 
this occasion she indulged in the display of a little hauteur, 
in return for all the undisguised curiosity with which she 
was regarded. Even the^ladies who had previously called 
on her? seemed more inclined to stare, than to converse, 
and for half an hour after Emily had placed her in the seat 
she had carefully reserved on the sofa, it required all Miss 
Gordon’s s avoir nvre , not to appear embarrassed at the 
silent and earnest observation of which she was the 
object. 
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Immediately upon her being seated, Mrs. Williams came 
to her. and making a solemn curtsey, said. *• I low do you 
do, ma’am, I hope.,, I see yon well ?” 

Th is bom<> .spoken, and leplied to. the lad\ lelired. 
Emily contrived to liover near her tor a little while, hist 
was called away by lier mother’s saying, I expect Anas- 
tasia wants vou, Emilv Williams.” 

Th us left to heisc'lf, Garohne looked round the i oom ; 
not an eye but was fixed upon hci, and the little- con- 
versation which was going on among the ladies consisted 
in a cautious w hisper between neighbours, of which it was 
but too easy to perceive that she was the subject. 

It w as impossible to bear this long. Mr. Warner had 
approached to pay his compliments to hei, and when he 
was again about to letreat to the 1 group of standing gen- 
tlemen, she stopped him b\ saying, k ' \\ ill you give- me 
your aim across the room. Mi. Warnei r ’’ and before he 
w e ll understood hei pm pose, she i ose, and passed her arm 
within his. This action seemed to dis.sob e the spell w Inch 
had -.fallen upon the female tongues, hut among the- rew r 
phrases that reached hei, still ft w ei wt ie intelligible, 
which^ considering the spmt that aj)[)eared to pervade 
them, was not much to be icgretted. 

Lock and lock, I tlcclaie! thank the praise, J was 
born m America; now sbou’dn’t pm be right down con- 
sternated, if you saw Benjamma do that?’’ 

“ I cannot icali/e liow any gul can get upon such a lay, 
and ) et keej) her standing.” 

“ If I live from July to eternity, J shall never obliviate 
that go.” 

“ How she swiggles her way tlnough the gentlomen ! 
Did you ever ? ” 

£4 My ! It’s musical enough to be 1 sure, just to watch 
her w ays.” 

Wlnle these sharp darts flew* lightly past her, cn their 
foreign idiom, Mi>s Gordon continued her adventuious 
progress to the place which Madame de Clairville occupied 
at the farther end of the long apartment. 

Madame de Glairville was not a great person at 



OK THE AMERICANS. 


( tf c > 

Ilochestcr. The ladies had discovered thai she bad but 
two visit imr gowns m the woild. She was united (o the 
paities, because she was u one of t^ie laches at -Mrs. 
15e\ au’s/' but as no one e\ or saw even a new nbbon about 
hei , since the duyofhei arrnak now nea:l\ six months 
ago, as sluf spoke bullish with difficulty and generally 
smiled in the w rung place, w lien she was spoken to ; as she 
lx. looped to no eongi egat ion, and nevet ga\ e tea, she was 
considered as a little nobody. 

Miss (Joiduns maiked attention toiler created great 
mu prises till some one (hweiiy ohsen ed that twas na~ 
tuial enonph for lairopeans to be plad to see one 
another.” 

Mad. one de Flmville w as delighted. Slit* rose to meet 
tlie kiii’Miunpei \\ 1 1 h an an of piacTdiil otip/rssnm a ! , well 
calculated to undo 1 hi i pown foipolten, at bsist by 
(Miobue. Thcie w a- no '■pace to admit #Miss ( Jo» don 
next hei, and pmceninp this, tlie ymng lady took the 
aim 01 maclame. and a o am mossed the room to the fire- 
place, w !u i e, to tin' unspeakable astomdmu nt of the party, 
the) stood topx tiier ihaltinp m Flench, with an air <>f 
ea^ T unit), that diew dow n mao\ a disappi o\ mg, k> My ! ’* 
from the 1 fair spectators. 

Mi. Wilson iit/W appio.u bed tlieni, leaihnp foiwatd his 
son. who onteied into ( on\ ersation m Flench and in 
English, with both ladies, without icMramt, and really 
deserved some platitude foi his knight errantry ; for he 
was the' only young man who nnluied to approach them. 
Ills p dlantry, howe\('i, did not endure long, for lu* soon 
ijuitted them, and left the room. 

T?a, coffee, and takes, w eie now' handed round by two 
Sinai tl y di essed \ oung women, land) follow'd! them into 
the loom; hei cheeks woie an unusual plow, and Mie w r as 
evidently agitated. ( # Vst line petite anpe ijue cette 
Fandw‘ — quel dommage quelle va rester iei toute sn ue I’' 
said Madame de rkumlle. Emily was quite shocked at 
seeing them standing-, and immediately brought two chairs 
from different parts of the loom, foi then accommodation, 
which she placed m the small vacant spaces on each side 
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the chimney-piece. “ Cannot we manage better than 
that, Emily?” said Miss Guidon removing her chair to 
the apposite side; “ I must heai the end of what madame 
was saying,” and without ceremony she placed herself 
vis-a-ri; s to the little French woman, with lur back to the 
majority of the company. 

It required all Brother Wilson’s influence topicsene 
Miss Gordon’s good name after this. 

“ Did you ever ! such airs.” 

“ What confidence ? ” 

u ’Tis just to show off that she can talk French.” 

“ Nothing but that, }ou may allot upon it, or she would 
never pick out that little shabby bod}." 

The little shabby body, however, was peilWtly de- 
lighted. She had been long enough among the set which 
formed the present party, to comprehend all that was 
going on, and keenly' enjoyed the cool style in which Miss 
Gordon seemed disposed to amuse herself in the best way 
circumstances would permit. The whimsical contrast 
between her manneis and those of* the rest of the pnity 
was very amusing, and the spirits of Madame do Ckunille 
were? for the time so gay, that hardly in l\uis had she 
said more sprightly things, or appeared to greatei advan- 
tage. 

Mr. Gordon, from Ids station among the gentlemen, 
saw all that was passing, and though not sorry to see 
Caroline amused, wished, if possible, to cheek the vivacity 
which lie perceived attracted too much attention, lie 
drew near, with the intention of giving a hint to his lively 
daughter ; but Madame de Clairville was giving a little 
hi storiette with so much grace and gaiety' , that it w T as im- 
possible to interrupt her, and before she had finished it, 
he was strongly tempted rather to join the party, than to 
break it up. 1 

He told them both, how r ever, that they w ere cleanly of- 
fending against Rochester etiquette, w'hieh evidently 
required that they should both sit with their backs to the 
wall, smile seldom, and laugh not at all. 

“ And wdiat will befall us, if w r e disobey' ?” demanded 
Madame de Clairville. 
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iC Must I tell you, madame ? ” 

‘ f Positively, monsieur.” 

** Wc Jl then, you w ill find no lovers^among the gentle- 
men, — and no friends among the ladies." 

1 u My 1 ” exclaimed "Madame de ('lain ille, mimicking 
the nat mnal # tone ; is not that dreadful^ ” 

“ Not for me, if you will only except my little Emily — 
quo rotff /.*’ 

Emily tame, on hospitable thoughts intent, followed hy 
tlie helps,” hcaimg 1 i * iy s tilled with very good things, 
hut 'most heterogeneously assembled. Ices and oysters, 
pound-cake and salt heel, a ere otleied together, and not 
untie (juently lecened upon the same plate. After this 
eeienwny had passed lound, .Mrs. Williams approached 
Miss ( ionlon, in a solemn and stately manner, and inejuired 
if she would fi\our the company hy playing on the' piano. 

(kuoline looked saucy ; hut a glance' front her father 
changed the 1 expression of her eyes, and she modestly said 
sin 1 had lather not play befoie so large a party. 

Mrs. Williams left her, hut in a few moments hViily 
came-, and said blushing, and as if \ex4ul at her errand, 
that she was sent to ask if she could sing ? 

“ Who sent you, my dear ' ” 

£ ‘ Mi s. Pringle de'sired mamma would ask. before her 
daughter began.” 

“ Then please to tell Mrs. Pringle', my dear — ” 

Hew father looked at her beseechingly", evidently" fearing 
some* little vivacity". 

e ! Do you wish me to perform at the Rochester parties, 
papa?” 

Nay, my" dear, do as y T ou will — hut soften your refusal, 
or you may get into a scrape.*" 

She again looked mischievously inclined for a moment, 
but then said with great gentleness — 

“ lie. so kind as to tell the ladies, my dear Emily", that 
it would give me great pleasure to oblige them, were it in 
my ] >o\vcr, hut it is not — I shall, however, he very- happy 
to listen to them.” 

Emily acquitted herself so well in repeating this answer, 
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that a movement was immediate])' perceptible towards the 
piano. Madame de Clairville said it would be necessary 
to uj'nroach ; and Mr. Gordon fixing an arm to each, they 
joined the party that now crowded round the instrument. 
A tail awkward girl, but, like almost all Americans, with 
a handsome lace, began drawing oil' her glover ; tiny were 
very tigiit, and the operation took some time, hut the 
moment it was completed, she sat down suddenly, and in- 
stantly began singing, without prelude or symphony, u My 
beautiful maid.” 

To desciibe the manner in which this was done, is im- 
possible. The singing, the playing, the voice, the finger, 
the time, the style, were all much too extruordinaiy to be 
conceived from words. 

Mr. Gordon felt a slight quiver in each of the little 
hands that rested on his arms, hut both laches weie too 
highly bredy to move a muscle of the lace. 

When the performance was ended, the young lady sprung 
up, as abruptly as she had sat down. 

Mr. Robert Wilson was next requested to play. The 
instrument was ;,i very poor one, but the moment lie 
torched It, no doubt could remain of Ids power; he played 
with the hand of a master. 

After a rich and imaginative prelude, be sang one of 
I)r. Arne’s beautiful songs, with a voice that might have 
made his fortune in any country in Europe. 

It was really a comfort to have something to praise. 
To the rest of the party the performance was not oevv, 
but to Mr. (i 01 don and Caroline it was equal!) unexpec ted 
and delightful. The young man received their compli- 
ments with evident satisfaction, but when asked tc. Miig* 
again, he said the little he could do for their amusement 
would be greatly improved, if his cousin Emily could he 
prevailed on to sing with him. 

Every one looked round for her, but she had left the 
room. Mrs. Williams went to the door to call her, but, 
she did not answer, and Anastasia came forward to say, 
that u Emily Williams was sick, and gone to bed.” 

Mr. Ivobcrt Wilson immediately began to sing again, as 
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if to prevent further inquiry ; and mh h was the power of 
his exquisite perfoi mance, that he succeeded m methng 
die attention of his hearers to himself. 

’ Miss (Jordon and Madame de Danville seated them- 
starves at a little distance, and would limn thence JuYve 
enjoyed at tfteir ease the pleasure ol listening, had not 
their attention been withdiaw'n from the singing, the 
whispered, but earnest conversation of two ladies who 
were seated next them ; one of these was Miss Duneomb, 
and ilit' other a stout, jovial looking woman, whose 
chawhng canting tone of voice, offeied an amusing con- 
tiast to the comfortable look of j;ood-humour, aiul self- 
indulgence, which her face and person exhibited. 

u 1 shall e\cr maintain, .Mrs, Barne/, 1 1 Kit when it is in 
the way of our vocation that we are exposed to the snare 
of the fowler, we aie sure to be sustained m the path.” 

“ lint it is a fearful penl that w r e run, Miss fhmcombf ' 
drawled the fat lady, “ listening this fashion to the bieath 
of manhood, uttenng the words of love ! ” 

“ Ah — h ! ” answered Miss Duneomb, with a slimin' 
u it is a sm and abomination, but it is *)in duty . Mrs > 
lbunet, to follow where the righteous lead. Is he m)t 
’the son of our hi other y ' 

“ d hat 's a fact, Miss Duneomb, and the more strange 
is it that he should sit cutei wauling theie, just like the 
son of any other man. Tis awful, Miss Duneomb ! ” 

“ Mrs. Barnet, 1 guess, ma am, that you do not know 
the /oung man as well as I do; he is as prayci fully dis- 
posed as any young man 1 know’ ; and were we advanced 
' crtm'gh to missiomze from this, I cannot realize that 
' there is any one more fit to promote Christianization among 
the heathen, and to happily bis converts, than young 
Mr. Robert.” 

“ I don ’t wish to blam^ your association^ feelings, 
Miss Diytcomb ; but to eventuate what I w as going to 
say, I must confess that for a young man of such capacity, 
le ought by this to have showed more anxietude for the 
welfare of the church. Dear me, Miss Duneomb, only 
ook at Miss Martin’s muslin 1 — isn’t it as com so as 
. iormny?’’ 
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“ I wish *twas a little higher about the eik, Mrs. 
Basnet, and I would not fault the muslin. 't hat your r t 
misf would conduct better, if she thought less of Iter 
beauty.” 

“That's a fact. I wish it would com one to An;,- 
tasia to bring the oysters this nay ; i fee) altogelhu 
faintish.” 

The oysters and ices approached for the fourth time, 
and Miss Cordon hastened to take leave, but first en- 
gaged Madame de Clnimile to pass the next evening vuih 
her. 


THE END. 


Lowov : 

Pnnt<*»t w -A Si’ttrn.svvoQjn , 
Htw -Street-Squai c 






